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AVRAHAM AND AVIMELEKH

Beresheet (Genesis) 20:7, 17, 1-18 reads,
2"Iavraham journeyed from there toward the land of Swuth, and lived between
Kadesh and Shur. He sojourned in GerdrAvraham said about Sarah his wife, "She is
my sister." Avimelekh king of Gerar sent, and tBakah.?’*But the Mighty One came to
Avimelekh in a dream of the night, and said to hiBehold, you are a dead man,
because of the woman whom you have taken. Fosshenan's wife."
20“Now Avimelekh had not come near her. He said, 't®@me will you kill even a
righteous nation?°°Didn't he tell me, 'She is my sister?' She, evenhshself said, 'He
is my brother." In the integrity of my heart ane tinmnocence of my hands have | done
this."
2"®The Mighty One said to him in the dream, "Yes,dvktthat in the integrity of your
heart you have done this, and | also withheld younfsinning against me. Therefore |
didn't allow you to touch herr%’Now therefore, restore the man's wifeor_he is a
prophet, and he will pray for you, and you will kv If you don't restore her, know for
sure that you will die, you, and all who are yours.
2“8avimelekh rose early in the morning, and calledta#l servants, and told all these
things in their ear. The men were very scar@dThen Avimelekh called Avraham, and
said to him, "What have you done to us? How hasiaried against you, that you have
brought on me and on my kingdom a great sin? Yee dane deeds to me that ought not
to be done!"***°Avimelekh said to Avraham, "What did you see, yoathave done this
thing?"
20avraham said, "Because | thought, 'Surely the fefathe Mighty One is not in this
place. They will kil me for my wife's sak&"*“Moreover she is indeed my sister, the
daughter of my father, but not the daughter of royher; and she became my wifé!dt
happened, when the Mighty One caused me to waratarrhy father's house, that | said
to her, 'This is your kindness which you shall showne. Everywhere that we go, say of
me, "He is my brother.™"
20:1%Avimelekh took sheep and oxen, men-servants aneémwsemvants, and gave them to
Avraham, and restored Sarah, his wife to hifft’Avimelekh said, "Behold, my land is
before you. Dwell where it pleases yo&’*°To Sarah he said, "Behold, | have given
your brother a thousand pieces of silver. Behdld; for you a covering of the eyes to all
that are with you. In front of all you are vindieat"
2"1"avraham prayed to the Mighty One. The Mighty Oneded Avimelekh, and his
wife, and his maid-servants, and they bore childré?i**For Yahweh had closed up tight
all the wombs of the house of Avimelekh, becauSamih, Avraham's wife.

Yahweh Requires His Prophets To Pray For Repent&itiners

20:7 and 20:17 appear to show that it was Yahwelsirement that Avraham, a prophet, pray
for Avimelekh and his household. It appears tha ¥ahweh's requirement of his prophets that
they pray for those who repent of their sins, thatrepentant sinners may be forgiven their sins
and healed of the consequences of their sins.
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The Sin Of Adultery Is Committed Against Both Yahiw&nd The Woman's
Husband

20:6 shows that had Avimelekh had sexual interawish Sarah, he would have been sinning
against Yahweh. Avraham, Sarah's husband, would haee been the only person that
Avimelekh would have sinned against.

It therefore appears that when we sin we do sonagaiahweh. And the sin of adultery is one
committed not only against the woman's husbandalsat against Yahweh.

Sin, Even Unwitting Sin, Must Be Atoned For

It is evident from the above passage that Avimele&th sinned, even though unwittingly, in that
he had taken someone else's wife to be his own Wideatone for his unwitting sin he paid

Avraham some compensatory property, including shegpn, men-servants, women-servants,
and a thousand pieces of silver. It therefore agpéhat when sin is committed, even

unwittingly, it must be atoned for.

Repentance And Prayer Contribute To The Atoning F8in

Seeing that Avimelekh had sinned against both Ya&hared Avraham, he had to atone for his
sin, offering compensatory property to those sinagdinst. With Avraham, a human being, he
indeed gave various items of property. But with Wah, seeing that Yahweh owns all property,
there was really no property that he could havemgivahweh for compensation. What Yahweh
required of Avimelekh was that he repents of his-ghis unwitting sin, and be prayed for. The
prayer to Yahweh would take the place of a comgengaffering. And by the prayer having
been offered to Yahweh, Yahweh would set aside Alekh's sin, and the resultant
consequences arising out of his sin.

Why Did Yahweh Require His Prophet To Pray For A pantant Sinner?

Why did Yahweh require Avraham, a prophet, to piayAvimelekh? Why did not he require
Avimelekh to pray for his own sin?

Is it the case that Yahweh hears the prayers optaphets more than he does of those who are
not prophets of his?

And if he does not hear the prayers of those wieonat prophets of his to the degree that he
hears his prophets' prayers, what is his reasosddrearing and not so hearing? Such that if the
reason lies outside the position of prophet, theroae meeting the appropriate qualification will
indeed be heard by Yahweh when he or she praysatav&h. And if this is the case then it
appears that in this instance Avraham met thisifigetion, while Avimelekh did not.
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YITZCHAK'S MARRIAGE TO RIVKA

Beresheet (Genesis) 24:1-67 reads,
2#Ipvraham was old, and well stricken in age. Yahwal hlessed Avraham in all
things.**?Avraham said to his servant, the elder of his hpus® ruled over all that he
had, "Please put your hand under my thigh’l will make you swear by Yahweh, the
Mighty One of heaven and the Mighty One of thezetbt you shall not take a wife for
my son of the daughters of the Kana anim, amongmhiove. **“But you shall go to my
country, and to my relatives, and take a wife fgrson Yitzchak."
*%>The servant said to him, "What if the woman isiilting to follow me to this land?
Must | bring your son again to the land you canwarf?"
**°Avraham said to him, "Beware that you don't bring son there agairf*"Yahweh,
the Mighty One of heaven, who took me from my fatheuse, and from the land of my
birth, who spoke to me, and who swore to me, sayllmyyour descendants | will give
this land,' he will send his angel before you. And shall take a wife for my son from
there. **®If the woman isn't willing to follow you, then yshall be clear from this my
oath. Only you shall not bring my son there again."
*%9The servant put his hand under the thigh of Avratésnmaster, and swore to him
concerning this matter’**°The servant took ten camels, of his master's caraeld
departed, having all goodly things of his mastehimhand. He arose, and went to Aram-
Naharayim, to the city of Nachd?*'He made the camels kneel down outside the city by
the well of water at the time of evening, the til# women go out to draw watéf:**He
said, "Yahweh, the Mighty One of my master Avrahazlegse give me success this day,
and show kindness to my master Avrah&m®Behold, | am standing by the spring of
water. The daughters of the men of the city areingrout to draw water***Let it
happen, that the young lady to whom | will sayed2k let down your pitcher, that | may
drink." She will say, 'Drink, and | will also giw®ur camels a drink.' Let the same be she
who you have appointed for your servant Yitzchdder@by will | know that you have
showed kindness to my master."
2413t happened, before he had done speaking, thatlbeRivka came out, who was
born to Betu'el the son of Milkah, the wife of NagtAvraham's brother, with her pitcher
on her shoulder****The young lady was very beautiful to look at, @ivif neither had
any man known her. She went down to the springdfiher pitcher, and came up.
241 The servant ran to meet her, and said, "Please gieea drink, a little water from
your pitcher."
2418%she said, "Drink, my master." She hurried, andi®in her pitcher on her hand, and
gave him drink?***When she had done giving him drink, she said, lllalgo draw for
your camels, until they have done drinking:“°She hurried, and emptied her pitcher
into the trough, and ran again to the well to draamd drew for all his camels.
42The man looked steadfastly at her, holding his@halto know whether Yahweh had
made his journey prosperous or n6t?4t happened, as the camels had done drinking,
that the man took a golden ring of half a shekabtte and two bracelets for her hands
of ten shekels weight of gofd;**and said, "Whose daughter are you? Please telllme.
there room in your father's house for us to lodg#'i
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242/She said to him, "I am the daughter of Betu'elgbe of Milkah, whom she bore to
Nachor."?*#*She said moreover to him, "We have both straw aademder enough, and
room to lodge in."

242The man bowed his head, and worshiped Yahwél'He said, "Blessed be Yahweh,
the Mighty One of my master Avraham, who has rreaken his lovingkindness and his
truth toward my master. As for me, Yahweh has ledmthe way to the house of my
master's relatives."

242%The young lady ran, and told her mother's housautittese words****Rivka had a
brother, and his name was Lavan. Lavan ran outhe man, to the spring**9t
happened, when he saw the ring, and the braceletsi® sister's hands, and when he
heard the words of Rivka his sister, saying, "Tihisvhat the man said to me," that he
came to the man. Behold, he was standing by theelsaat the spring?**'He said,
"Come in, you blessed of Yahweh. Why do you statside? For | have prepared the
house, and room for the camels."

2432The man came into the house, and he unloaded timelsaHe gave straw and
provender for the camels, and water to wash his dee the feet of the men who were
with him.?**3Food was set before him to eat. But he said, 'l mat eat until | have told
my message."

He said, "Speak on."

?4#3He said, "I am Avraham's servant:**yahweh has blessed my master greatly. He has
become great. He has given him flocks and hertigersand gold, men-servants and
maid-servants, and camels and donkéy3®Sarah, my master's wife, bore a son to my
master when she was old. He has given all thatdsett him?**"My master made me
swear, saying, 'You shall not take a wife for my esbthe daughters of the Kana'anim, in
whose land | live?**%ut you shall go to my father's house, and to ratives, and take
a wife for my son.***% said to my master, 'What if the woman will noldie me?"
244%e said to me, 'Yahweh, before whom | walk, wilidséis angel with you, and
prosper your way. You shall take a wife for my ebmy relatives, and of my father's
house.?**Then will you be clear from my oath, when you ctoney relatives. If they
don't give her to you, you shall be clear from raghd ***4 came this day to the spring,
and said, 'Yahweh, the Mighty One of my mastertamg if now you do prosper my way
which | go.?***Behold, | am standing by the spring of water. ltehdappen, that the
almah who comes forth to draw, to whom | will s&yive me, | pray you, a little water
from your pitcher to drink,?**‘she will tell me, "Drink, and | will also draw forour
camels." Let the same be the woman whom Yahweappasnted for my master's son.’
244Before | had donepeaking in my heartbehold, Rivka came forth with her pitcher
on her shoulder. She went down to the spring, aeavdl said to her, 'Please let me
drink.' 2**°She hurried and let down her pitcher from her stleul and said, 'Drink, and

| will also give your camels a drink." So | drardqgd she made the camels drink also.
2447 asked her, and said, 'Whose daughter are you8'slid, 'The daughter of Betu'el,
Nachor's son, whom Milkah bore to him." | put thrgron her nose, and the bracelets on
her hands.?**%_bowed my head, and worshiped Yahweh, and bles¢atiweh, the
Mighty One of my master Avraham, who had led me time right way to take my
master's brother's daughter for his sor***Now if you will deal kindly and truly with
my master, tell me. If not, tell me. That | mayntta the right hand, or to the left."
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24°%Then Lavan and Betu'el answered, "The thing proséemin Yahweh. We can't speak
to you bad or good**'Behold, Rivka is before you, take her, and go,lenter be your
master's son's wife, as Yahweh has spoken."
2453t happened that when Avraham's servant heard theids,he bowed himself down
to the eretz to Yahweli***The servant brought forth jewels of silver, andgksnof gold,
and clothing, and gave them to Rivka. He gave #&dsber brother and to her mother
precious things>***They ate and drank, he and the men who were with &nd stayed
all night. They rose up in the morning, and he s&&tnd me away to my master."
245°Her brother and her mother said, "Let the youngylathy with us a few days, at least
ten. After that she will go."
245%e said to them, "Don't hinder me, seeing Yahwehpraspered my way. Send me
away that | may go to my master."
245 hey said, "We will call the young lady, and ask'h&**They called Rivka, and said
to her, 'Will you go with this man?™
She said, "l will go."
24%They sent away Rivka, their sister, with her nufseraham's servant, and his men.
2489They blessed Rivka, and said to her, "Our sistary gou be the mother of thousands
of ten thousands, and let your seed possess theog#ftose who hate them."
24%1Rjvka arose with her ladies. They rode on the caad followed the man. The
servant took Rivka, and went his wa§®?Yitzchak came from the way of Be'er-Lachai-
Ro'i. For he lived in the land of the South®®itzchak went out to meditate in the field at
the evening. He lifted up his eyes, and saw, aetipld, there were camels coming.
24%Rivka lifted up her eyes, and when she saw Yitzafekdismounted from the camel.
24%ghe said to the servant, "Who is the man who ikimgin the field to meet us?"
The servant said, "It is my master."
She took her veil, and covered hersgifThe servant told Yitzchak all the things that he
had done?*®?itzchak brought her into his mother Sarah's tant] took Rivka, and she
became his wife. He loved her. Yitzchak was coedatter his mother's death.

There is plenty to learn about prayer from Avralsaservant.

Avraham Was Confident That Yahweh Would Prosper Ksrvant's Way

24:6-8 shows that Avraham was confident that Yahwehld send his angel before Avraham's
servant to bring to fruition the task that Avrahbad set before his servant. That Avraham was
so confident indicates that this instruction he wgasng to his servant was in harmony with
Yahweh's will. It can therefore be taken that itswadeed Yahweh's will that Yitzchak marry
one of his relatives, and guided Avraham approg@ato send his servant to procure for
Yitzchak such a qualifying wife.

A Woman Should Not Be Forced To Marry A Particuldian, Even One

Yahweh Has Appointed Her For

24:8 also shows that even though Yahweh preparesnéoriage a particular woman for a
particular man, he does not force that woman orfdraily to agree to her marriage of that man

that he has prepared her for. For Avraham undedgtet if the appointed woman was unwilling
to accompany Avraham's servant in order to martgchiak, she was not to be forced into the
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marriage. Thereby showing that a woman should eofolxed into marrying a particular man,
even if that man is the one that Yahweh has sehdorto marry. A woman should be allowed
freedom to determine whether or not she will altigéyahweh's will for her life.

Avraham Had Faith That Yahweh Would Bring Success His Servant's

Mission

24:8 also shows that Avraham was indeed confideait his servant would succeed in meeting
the woman appointed by Yahweh to be Yitzchak's whier he gave his servant instructions
concerning what to do if the appointed woman reduseaccompany him on his return journey.
It is therefore evident that Avraham had faith iahweh in Yahweh succeeding in bringing
Avraham's servant to the woman he had appointed tditzchak's wife.

Success Lies In Yahweh's Hands

24:12-14 outlines Avraham's servant's prayer towékh Avraham's servant knew that success,
whether in this mission or in other matters, layvmhweh's hands. It was therefore to Yahweh
that he prayed, and not to some other deity.

Avraham Taught His Household To Worship Yahweh

It should also be noted that Avraham did not canfiris worship of Yahweh to just himself,
keeping it a private matter between only himselfl atahweh. For those in Avraham's
household, including this servant of his, indeedianstood Yahweh's ways, and prayed and
worshipped Yahweh. It therefore appears that nd¢ did Avraham's household understand
Yahweh's ways, it also took action to abide bywasys.

Avraham's Servant Was Also A Servant Of Yahweh

Avraham's servant, understanding that success [¥phweh's hands, asked Yahweh to give him
success in a manner that he clearly understodagitherefore evident that Avraham's servant had
faith in Yahweh responding to his prayers, indiogtihat he was indeed a worshipper of
Yahweh.

Appropriate Respect Should Be Accorded To YahweliPhaying To Him

24:26-27 shows that in praising Yahweh in prayeprapriate respect needs to be accorded to
Yahweh. This can be shown, as seen from Avrahagmast's example, by bowing one's head
and worshipping Yahweh. And not only can this beelm private, but also in the presence of
another human being.
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Consent For The Marriage Of A Woman Should Be Obtad From Both Her
And Her Family

24:41 shows that the authority of a woman marryngarticular man does not rest solely with

the woman, but also with the woman's family. For2#18 it was seen that the woman had

authority to decline to accompany Avraham's sengamhis return journey, accompanying him

in order to become Yitzchak's wife. Here in 24:#is seen that the woman's family likewise had
authority to decline the marriage proposal. It ¢fere appears that in the case of a woman
becoming married to a particular man, consent shbelobtained from both the woman and her
family.

Yahweh Hears Both Audible And Silent Prayers

24:45 shows that when Avraham's servant had prey&@hweh that Yahweh give him success
in his mission, he had so prayed in his heart.cltthg that this prayer was not audible to the
people accompanying him. Yet Yahweh heard his pragd answered it. It is therefore evident
that Yahweh hears both audible and silent prayessjers prayed in the heart.

Authority For Giving A Woman Away In Marriage Rest/ith The Male Head
Of Household

24:50-51 shows that it is the men in the houseldid had authority in determining whether or
not the appointed woman would be given away in iagerto Yitzchak. In this case the men
who so gave authority were the woman's father amndlother. The woman's father being head
of the household, and the woman's brother being ineline in authority in the household with
respect to this matter.

It Is Appropriate For One To Publicly Thank And Piae Yahweh

24:52 shows Avraham's servant, after receivingiomation from Rivka's father and brother that
they had indeed accepted the marriage proposalingow the earth to Yahweh in worship. In

other words, he acknowledged his appreciation ttwédn, for prospering his mission, by

bowing himself to the earth. And this he did in leibin the presence of Rivka's family. It

therefore appears that it is quite appropriatehtamsforth thanksgiving and praise to Yahweh by
bowing oneself to the earth to Yahweh, even inpitesence of other people.

Rivka's Family Understood That Rivka Had Authoritfjo Accept Or Decline The
Marriage Proposal

24:58 shows that Rivka's family, after having atedpghe marriage proposal, giving Rivka the
opportunity to so accept or decline the marriaggppsal. Rivka's family understanding of the
marriage process was therefore in harmony with Bamals understanding of it. That both the
woman's family and the woman must be given due dppiy to accept a marriage proposal,
seeing that both have authority in this matter.
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MOSHE'S DEALINGS WITH PAROH

Shemot (Exodus) 8:1-15 reads,
¥lyahweh spoke to Moshe, Go in to Par’oh, and teil K his is what Yahweh says, 'Let
my people go, that they may serve i#.you refuse to let them go, behold, | will plague
all your borders with frogs®3and the river shall swarm with frogs, which shatl gp
and come into your house, and into your bedchamdued, on your bed, and into the
house of your servants, and on your people, ammyiatr ovens, and into your kneading-
troughs:®“and the frogs shall come up both on you, and om geaple, and on all your
servants."#*Yahweh said to Moshe, "Tell Aharon, 'Stretch feabr hand with your rod
over the rivers, over the streams, and over thdgp@nd cause frogs to come up on the
land of Mitzrayim."®°Aharon stretched out his hand over the waters dffdyim; and
the frogs came up, and covered the land of Mitmayi'The magicians did in like
manner with their enchantments, and brought updrog the land of Mitzrayim.
¥%Then Paroh called for Moshe and Aharon, and s#ightreat Yahweh, that he take
away the frogs from me, and from my people; andl llet the people go, that they may
sacrifice to Yahweh."
#9Moshe said to Par oh/ 'bive you the honor of setting the time that | shil pray for
you, and for your servants, and for your peopleaththe frogs be destroyed from you
and your houses, and remain in the river only
#1%e said, "Tomorrow."
He said, "Be it according to your word, that youynkamow that there is none like Yahweh
our Mighty One®*'The frogs shall depart from you, and from your fesysand from
your servants, and from your people. They shalliarm the river only."
%12Moshe and Aharon went out from Par’oh, and Moskeddo Yahweh concerning the
frogs which he had brought on Par'dtt®yahweh did according to the word of Moshe,
and the frogs died out of the houses, out of thetspand out of the field§$**They
gathered them together in heaps, and the land sfdnRBut when Par oh saw that there
was a respite, he hardened his heart, and didsté to them, as Yahweh had spoken.

Yahweh's Prophets Should Pray For Repentant Sinners

8:8-11 shows that when Paroh indicated that he repsntant, and was ready to acquiesce to
Yahweh's request delivered to him by Moshe, Mogreetd to entreat Yahweh by praying for

him, his servants and his people that the plagug lbearemoved from them. Showing that

Yahweh's prophets are indeed to pray for repensamters, even as Avraham prayed for

Avimelekh when he undertook to return to him hisewsarah, before he had sexually lain with

her.
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Both Moshe And Paroh Were Confident That Yahweh Weitiear Moshe's
Prayer

Moshe's reply to Paroh's request that he praysatowéh to remove the plague from the Mitzrim
showed that he was indeed confident that Yahwehdvoear his prayer. Even Paroh appeared
confident that Yahweh would indeed hear Moshe'ggira

Why were they so confident that Yahweh would iméear Moshe's prayer? Simply
because Moshe was Yahweh's prophet?

Why Moshe Was Confident That Yahweh Would Hear Hisayer

8:10 gives Moshe's answer to this question. Yahwas going to hear Moshe's prayer that he
remove the plague from the Mitzrim in order tha¢ #Mitzrim may know that there is none like
Yahweh, the Mighty One of the Yisraelites. In otlards, Yahweh was going to hear Moshe's
prayer, and do as Moshe requested, for the pumpbg®rifying his name as the supreme and
uniqgue Mighty One! Indicating that when a situatianses whereby Yahweh can indeed be
shown as supreme and unique, he indeed hearsadlerprof his servants, his prophets, when
they pray to him to act in a manner so glorifying teame.

Yahweh's Servants Are To Pray For Repentant Sinners

Shemot (Exodus) 8:20-32 reads,
820yvahweh said to Moshe, "Rise up early in the mornamd stand before Paroh;
behold, he comes forth to the water; and tell Hiflnis is what Yahweh says, "Let my
people go, that they may serve AfeElse, if you will not let my people go, behold,ill w
send swarms of flies on you, and on your servaartd, on your people, and into your
houses: and the houses of the Mitzrim shall beofudwarms of flies, and also the ground
whereon they aré?4 will set apart in that day the land of Goshenwhich my people
dwell, that no swarms of flies shall be there;le &nd you may know that | am Yahweh
in the midst of the eartff%*l will put a division between my people and youogie: by
tomorrow shall this sign be."***yahweh did so; and there came grievous swarms of
flies into the house of Par'oh, and into his setsahouses: and in all the land of
Mitzrayim the land was corrupted by reason of tvarsns of flies.
82%par oh called for Moshe and for Aharon, and sai@o" sacrifice to your mighty one
in the land!"
82Moshe said, "It isn't appropriate to do so; for afeall sacrifice the abomination of the
Mitzrim to Yahweh our Mighty One. Behold, shall seerifice the abomination of the
Mitzrim before their eyes, and won't they stonef$®e will go three days' journey into
the wilderness, and sacrifice to Yahweh our Migbitye, as he shall command us."
828paroh said, "I will let you go, that you may sdité to Yahweh your Mighty One in
the wilderness, only you shall not go very far awray for me."
¥2Moshe said, "Behold, | go out from you, and | wifiray to Yahweh that the swarms
of flies may depart from Par oh, from his servantand from his people, tomorrow;
only don't let Par'oh deal deceitfully any more imot letting the people go to sacrifice
to_Yahweh" ®*®Moshe went out from Paroh, and prayed to Yahwehrahweh did
according to the word of Moshe, and he removedstherms of flies from Par oh, from
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his servants, and from his people. There remaimdne.®***Par oh hardened his heart
this time also, and he didn't let the people go.

8:28-31 shows, again, that Yahweh's servants,rbishets, are to pray for repentant sinners. For
when Paroh, again, indicated that he was repentittghe agreed to pray for him again. And
Yahweh again heard Moshe's voice, that he bringiteeso the Mitzrim, that the plague upon
them may be removed.

Yahweh Acts To Glorify His Name
Shemot (Exodus) 9:13-35 reads,

%13yahweh said to Moshe, "Rise up early in the mornémgl stand before Par’oh, and
tell him, "This is what Yahweh, The Mighty Onehef lHebrews, says: "Let my people go,
that they may serve me-*For this time | will send all my plagues on youatteand on
your servants, and on your people; that you maykiinat there is none like me in all the
earth. °**For now | would have put forth my hand, and stryok and your people with
pestilence, and you would have been cut off fraretrth;**®but indeed for this cause |
have made you stand, to show you my power, and niyahame may be declared
throughout all the earth?*’As you still exalt yourself against my people, §a won't
let them go®**Behold, tomorrow about this time | will cause itrain a very grievous
hail, such as has not been in Mitzrayim since thg d was founded even until now.
%"Now therefore command that all of your cattle aridttzat you have in the field be
brought into shelter. Every man and animal thatasnd in the field, and isn't brought
home, the hail shall come down on them, and thaly die.""

%20Those who feared the word of Yahweh among the rssnaf Paroh made their
servants and their cattle flee into the hous&sWhoever didn't regard the word of
Yahweh left his servants and his cattle in thelfiel

922yahweh said to Moshe, "Stretch forth your hand tdvitae sky, that there may be hail
in all the land of Mitzrayim, on man, and on animahd on every herb of the field,
throughout the land of Mitzrayim."

¥ZMoshe stretched forth his rod toward the heavend, ¥ahweh sent thunder, hail, and
lightning flashed down to the earth. Yahweh raihed on the land of Mitzrayint.?‘So
there was very severe hail, and lightning mixedwhe hail, such as had not been in all
the land of Mitzrayim since it became a natidfiThe hail struck throughout all the land
of Mitzrayim all that was in the field, both mandaanimal; and the hail struck every
herb of the field, and broke every tree of thedfi&f°Only in the land of Goshen, where
the children of Yisra'el were, there was no hail.

%2’Par’oh sent, and called for Moshe and Aharon, aaid o them, "I have sinned this
time. Yahweh is righteous, and | and my peoplevacked.’**Pray to Yahweh; for there
has been enough of mighty thunderings and hailll le¥ you go, and you shall stay no
longer."

¥2Moshe said to him,As soon as | have gone out of the city, | will saceabroad my
hands to Yahweh. The thunders shall cease, neitheall there be any more hail; that
you may know that the earth is Yahweh%$™But as for you and your servants, | know
that you will not yet fear Yahweh The Mighty One."

%3The flax and the barley were struck, for the basas in the ear, and the flax was in
bloom. **?But the wheat and the spelt were not struck, faythad not grown up.
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%33Moshe went out of the city from Paroh, and sprabrbad his hands to Yahweh; and
the thunders and hail ceased, and the rain waspoated on the earth:*" When Par oh
saw that the rain and the hail and the thundersemegased, he sinned yet more, and
hardened his heart, he and his servaitSThe heart of Par'oh was hardened, and he
didn't let the children of Yisra'el go, as Yahweld lspoken through Moshe.
9:13-16 shows why Yahweh undertook the variousastihat he did in the land of Mitzrayim.
He did it to glorify his name. To show the peogiattthere is none like him in all the earth, and
to declare his name throughout all the earth.

9:27-30 shows that Yahweh, after Moshe's prayes going to bring respite to the
plague with which he had just afflicted the MitzriMevertheless, he would bring this respite not
because Paroh was a repentant sinner. No! Parohepadtedly shown that he had yet to truly
repent, feigning repentance simply for the purpoSaverting the plagues upon the Mitzrim.
Nevertheless, Yahweh would still bring respite mley to show that all the earth belongs to
Yahweh. In other words, he would bring respite totifer declare and glorify his name
throughout all the earth.

The Time Of Year When Yahweh's Plagues AfflictedelMitzrim

9:31-32 shows the time of year that these evertk piace. The time when the flax and the
barley have grown up, but the wheat and the spe# Imot grown up. "For the barley was in the
ear, and the flax in bloom." It was the time of Heginning of the year, Aviv - the time for green
ears of barley.

Why Yahweh Performed His Signs In The Land Of Migrnim

Shemot (Exodus) 10:1-20 reads,
%lyahweh said to MosheGb in to Par’oh, for | have hardened his heart, arttie
heart of his servants, that | may show these mnsiin the midst of them'*“and that
you may tell in the hearing of your son, and of yioson's son, what things | have done
to Mitzrayim, and my signs which | have done amotigem; that you may know that |
am Yahweh'
%3Moshe and Aharon went in to Par'oh, and said to, Hifihis is what Yahweh, The
Mighty One of the Hebrews, says: 'How long will yetuse to humble yourself before
me? Let my people go, that they may serve'fii@r else, if you refuse to let my people
go, behold, tomorrow | will bring locusts into yooountry,'®°and they shall cover the
surface of the earth, so that one won't be ablee®the earth. They shall eat the residue
of that which has escaped, which remains to yomftiee hail, and shall eat every tree
which grows for you out of the fielt:°Your houses shall be filled, and the houses of all
your servants, and the houses of all the Mitzrisipaither your fathers nor your fathers'
fathers have seen, since the day that they wetbeearth to this day." He turned, and
went out from Par oh.
1%Paroh's servants said to him, "How long will thign be a snare to us? Let the men
go, that they may serve Yahweh, their Mighty Oren'tDyou yet know that Mitzrayim is
destroyed?”®Moshe and Aharon were brought again to Par oh, &edsaid to them,
"Go, serve Yahweh your Mighty One; but who areehalso will go?"
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%9Moshe said, "We will go with our young and with old; with our sons and with our
daughters, with our flocks and with our herds wi go; for we must hold a feast to
Yahweh."
191%e said to them, "Yahweh be with you if | willyeu go with your little ones! See,
evil is clearly before your faces’*'Not so! Go now you who are men, and serve
Yahweh; for that is what you desire!" They wereeini out from Par oh's presence.
19"12yahweh said to Moshe, "Stretch out your hand okerland of Mitzrayim for the
locusts, that they may come up on the land of Byitmr, and eat every herb of the land,
even all that the hail has left***Moshe stretched forth his rod over the land of
Mitzrayim, and Yahweh brought an east wind on #mel lall that day, and all the night;
and when it was morning, the east wind broughtdlasts.***“The locusts went up over
all the land of Mitzrayim, and rested in all therbers of Mitzrayim. They were very
grievous. Before them there were no such locustheg neither after them shall be
such.’®**For they covered the surface of the whole eartrithabthe land was darkened,
and they ate every herb of the land, and all thet fof the trees that the hail had left.
There remained nothing green, either tree or heflthe field, through all the land of
Mitzrayim.'®*®Then Par oh called for Moshe and Aharon in haste he said, "l have
sinned against Yahweh your Mighty One, and agajost '>*'Now therefore please
forgive my sin again, and pray to Yahweh your MygBne, that he may also take away
from me this death.”
1%1%4e went out from Par’oh, and prayed to Yahw@H?Yahweh turned an exceeding
strong west wind, which took up the locusts, ama/elithem into the Sea of Suf. There
remained not one locust in all the borders of Migm. *>*But Yahweh hardened
Par’oh's heart, and he didn't let the children dfr&el go.
10:1-2 gives Yahweh's explanation why he did thdous signs that he did in the land of
Mitzrayim. That the Yisraelites may repeat, in thearing of their progeny in subsequent
generations, the signs that Yahweh did in the lahditzrayim, that they may know that
Yahweh truly is Yahweh the Mighty One.
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MOSHE'S DEALINGS WITH THE PEOPLE OF YISRAEL

Bamidbar (Numbers) 11:1-3 reads,
"1The people were as murmurers, speaking evil inehes of Yahweh: and when
Yahweh heard it, his anger was kindled; and the &f Yahweh burnt among them, and
devoured in the uttermost part of the carh’The people cried to Moshe; and Moshe
prayed to Yahweh, and the fire abatéd’The name of that place was called Tav'erah,
because the fire of Yahweh burnt among them.

Yahweh Responds To The Prayers Of His Servants

When the people cried to Moshe, when the fire ofiwah burned in the camp, he prayed to
Yahweh, and the fire abated. Showing that Yahweked responded to the prayer of his servant
for the people.

Yahweh's servants, especially his prophets, shonalg for the people whenever they sin
and face the consequences of their sin. That Yalmahboth forgive them their sin, and also
abate the consequences of their sin.

The sinning people should likewise repent of tlseir in order to assure their forgiveness
and the abatement of the consequences of their sin.

Aharon And Miryam Speak Out Against Moshe

Bamidbar (Numbers) 12:1-16 reads,
12IMiryam and Aharon spoke against Moshe because eKirshite woman whom he
had married; for he had married a Kushite wom&*They said, "Has Yahweh indeed
spoken only with Moshe? Hasn't he spoken alsowg®i Yahweh heard it.
123Now the man Moshe was very humble, above all trewhe were on the surface of
the earth.***Yahweh spoke suddenly to Moshe, and to Aharont@iiryam, "Come
out you three to the tent of meeting."
They three came out.
125yahweh came down in a pillar of cloud, and stoothatdoor of the Tent, and called
Aharon and Miryam; and they both came foftfifHe said, "Hear now my words: if there
be a prophet among you, I, Yahweh, will make myselfvn to him in a vision, | will
speak with him in a drean’My servant Moshe is not so; he is faithful in ajl house:
1%8yith him will | speak mouth to mouth, even marlijesind not in dark speeches; and
the form of Yahweh shall he see: why then werengiuafraid to speak against my
servant, against Moshe?**The anger of Yahweh was kindled against them; and h
departed.
121%he cloud removed from over the Tent; and, behdidjam was leprous, as white as
snow: and Aharon looked at Miryam, and, behold, whs leprous'***Aharon said to
Moshe, "Oh, my master, please don't lay sin orfarsthat we have done foolishly, and
for that we have sinned>*“Let her not, | pray, be as one dead, of whom tghfis half
consumed when he comes out of his mother's womb."
121%10she cried to Yahweh, saying, "Heal her, MighteQrbeg you."
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2% ahweh said to Moshe, "If her father had but spither face, shouldn't she be
ashamed seven days? Let her be shut up outsides @latnp seven days, and after that
she shall be brought in again‘***Miryam was shut up outside of the camp seven days:
and the people didn't travel until Miryam was brbtdn again.'**°Afterward the people
journeyed from Chatzerot, and encamped in the wikekes of Paran.

Moshe Prayed For Miryam's Healing

When Aharon and Miryam had sinned, and consequ#iatiyveh made Miryam leprous, Aharon
cried to Moshe that they be forgiven their sin, émat Miryam be healed of her leprosy. For
Aharon recognised that Yahweh indeed heard Moshesdrnvant, and was also repentant after
both he and Miryam were reproved by Yahweh.

Moshe responded, as is typical of faithful sersaartd prophets of Yahweh, by crying to
Yahweh to forgive their sin and remove the consage®f their sin.

Miryam Shamed In Retribution For Her Sin

Yahweh, typically, agreed to forgive their sin aaldo remove the consequence of their sin. For
they were repentant. Nevertheless, Yahweh did eatove the consequence of their sin,

Miryam's leprosy, immediately. Yahweh taught thduait tshe needed to be shamed in retribution
for her sin. And only after her shaming period waer would the consequence of her sin be
removed.

Sometimes Yahweh Does Not Answer Our Prayers In Menner That We
Expect

In this Yahweh showed us that he sometimes doeanmsyer our prayers at the time we expect
answers to our prayers. He sometimes does not atisgra in the manner we expect because he
has good reason for not doing as we request. Wadshioerefore try to ascertain why Yahweh
acts in the manner that he does, seeking undemtafrdm him in order to serve him faithfully
and fearfully.

The Fiery Serpent On A Standard

Bamidbar (Numbers) 21:1-9 reads,
?1The Kana'ani, the king of “Arad, who lived in tteu®, heard tell that Yisra'el came
by the way of Atarim; and he fought against Yidraeed took some of them captive.
?L2visra'el vowed a vow to Yahweh, and said, "If ydlindeed deliver this people into
my hand, then | will utterly destroy their cities’**Yahweh listened to the voice of
Yisra'el, and delivered up the Kana'anim; and theterly destroyed them and their
cities: and the name of the place was called Chérma
?L“They journeyed from mount Hor by the way to the @eBuf, to compass the land of
Edom: and the soul of the people was much disceatdsecause of the wa§"The
people spoke against the Mighty One, and againghdo"Why have you brought us up
out of Mitzrayim to die in the wilderness? For thes no bread, and there is no water;
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and our soul loathes this light bread*®Yahweh sent fiery serpents among the people,
and they bit the people; and much people of Yisdiésl.

*"The people came to Moshe, and said, "We have sirbemhuse we have spoken
against Yahweh, and against you; pray to Yahwedt, ltle take away the serpents from
us." Moshe prayed for the people.

?L%yahweh said to Moshe, "Make you a fiery serpend, set it on a standard: and it
shall happen, that everyone who is bitten, whesdes it, shall live.**Moshe made a
serpent of brass, and set it on the standard: arfdhppened, that if a serpent had bitten
any man, when he looked to the serpent of brasisydek

21:6-9 shows that when a sinner is repentant, Yalsgervants should pray for that sinner, that
he may be forgiven his sin, and the consequencdsisokin removed. For so did Moshe,
Yahweh's servant and prophet, pray for the repéntmnaelites, and the plague of serpents was
abated.

The People Of Yisrael Repeatedly Sinned Against Wah
Devarim (Deuteronomy) 9:1-10:22 reads,

*Hear, Yisra'el: you are to pass over the Yardes thiy, to go in to dispossess nations
greater and mightier than yourself, cities greadafortified up to the sky’?a people
great and tall, the sons of the "Anakim, whom yoowk and of whom you have heard
say, "Who can stand before the sons of "AndRRhow therefore this day, that Yahweh
your Mighty One is he who goes over before you agwauring fire; he will destroy
them, and he will bring them down before you: sallsyou drive them out, and make
them to perish quickly, as Yahweh has spoken to you

*4Don't speak in your heart, after that Yahweh youghty One has thrust them out from
before you, saying, "For my righteousness Yahweh draught me in to possess this
land." Whereas for the wickedness of these natiaiswveh does drive them out from
before you?*Not for your righteousness, or for the uprightnesgour heart, do you go
in to possess their land; but for the wickedneshese nations Yahweh your Mighty One
does drive them out from before you, and that hg establish the word which Yahweh
swore to your fathers, to Avraham, to Yitzchak, emda akov’*Know therefore, that
Yahweh your Mighty One doesn't give you this gamad |to possess it for your
righteousness; for you are a stiff-necked people.

%’"Remember, don't forget, how you provoked Yahweh Maghty One to wrath in the
wilderness: from the day that you went forth outhef land of Mitzrayim, until you came
to this place, you have been rebellious againstwédth’®Also in Chorev you provoked
Yahweh to wrath, and Yahweh was angry with yowesirdy you?*When | was gone up
into the mount to receive the tables of stone, ahentables of the covenant which
Yahweh made with you, then | abode in the mouny fdays and forty nights; | did
neither eat bread nor drink watet:'°yahweh delivered to me the two tables of stone
written with the finger of the Mighty One; and drein was written according to all the
words, which Yahweh spoke with you in the mounbbtite midst of the fire in the day of
the assembly?*!It came to pass at the end of forty days and foigyts, that Yahweh
gave me the two tables of stone, even the tabldseafovenant) **Yahweh said to me,
"Arise, get you down quickly from hence; for yoeople whom you have brought forth
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out of Mitzrayim have corrupted themselves; theyehquickly turned aside out of the
way which | commanded them; they have made theoitarmmage."

%BEurthermore Yahweh spoke to me, saying, "I have #gs people, and, behold, it is a
stiff-necked people*'“et me alone, that | may destroy them, and blottbatr name
from under the sky; and | will make of you a natimghtier and greater than they."
%1530 | turned and came down from the mount, and thentrwas burning with fire: and
the two tables of the covenant were in my two hatidslooked, and, behold, you had
sinned against Yahweh your Mighty One; you had maule a molten calf: you had
turned aside quickly out of the way that Yahweh ¢@mmanded you:’l took hold of
the two tables, and cast them out of my two haaais$,broke them before your ey&&|
fell down before Yahweh, as at the first, forty dagnd forty nights; | did neither eat
bread nor drink water; because of all your sin wihigzou sinned, in doing that which
was_evil in the sight of Yahweh, to provoke himaager. ***For | was afraid of the
anger and hot displeasure, wherewith Yahweh was @nggainst you to destroy you.
But Yahweh listened to me that time also

*2%yahweh was very angry with Aharon to destroy hirmdal prayed for Aharon also
at the same time

>l took your sin, the calf which you had made, anchbit with fire, and stamped it,
grinding it very small, until it was as fine as tlusnd | cast the dust of it into the brook
that descended out of the mount.

%22pt Tav'erah, and at Massah, and at Kivrot-Hattalaygou provoked Yahweh to
wrath. °***When Yahweh sent you from Kadesh-Barnea, sayinyufGand possess the
land which | have given you"; then you rebelled ingathe commandment of Yahweh
your Mighty One, and you didn't believe him, nstdn to his voice’**You have been
rebellious against Yahweh from the day that | kyew.

92°50 | fell down before Yahweh the forty days and tiomights that | fell down,
because Yahweh had said he would destroy ybtil prayed to Yahweh, and said,
"Sovereign_Yahweh, don't destroy your people anduyaenheritance, that you have
redeemed through your greatness, that you have Igtauforth out of Mitzrayim with a
mighty hand.”*’Remember your servants, Avraham, Yitzchak, and ¥a\a don't look
to the stubbornness of this people, nor to theickeédness, nor to their sir.>lest the
land whence you brought us out say, '‘Because Yahwels not able to bring them into
the land which he promised to them, and becausehbéd them, he has brought them
out to kill them in the wilderness.*?°Yet they are your people and your inheritance,
which you brought out by your great power and byuy®utstretched arnt'

10t that time Yahweh said to me, "Hew you two tabfestone like the first, and come
up to me into the mount, and make you an ark otwtd! will write on the tables the
words that were on the first tables which you braked you shall put them in the ark."
19350 | made an ark of shittim wood, and hewed twéesabf stone like the first, and
went up into the mount, having the two tables inhagd.'®“He wrote on the tables,
according to the first writing, the ten commandnsemthich Yahweh spoke to you in the
mount out of the midst of the fire in the day @ #ssembly: and Yahweh gave them to
me. ' turned and came down from the mount, and putabtes in the ark that | had
made; and there they are as Yahweh commanded me.

1%8(The children of Yisra'el journeyed from Be'eronBé&/a’akan to Moserah. There
Aharon died, and there he was buried; and El'azar don ministered in the Kohen's
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office in his place!®’From there they journeyed to Gudgodah; and from gauah to
Yotvatah, a land of brooks of watét®At that time Yahweh set apart the tribe of Levi, to
bear the ark of the covenant of Yahweh, to staforéerahweh to minister to him, and to
bless in his name, to this ddy:>Therefore Levi has no portion nor inheritance wiils
brothers; Yahweh is his inheritance, according ahweh your Mighty One spoke to
him.)

1919 stayed in the mount, as at the first time, fatays and forty nights: and Yahweh
listened to me that time also; Yahweh would notrdesyou.'***Yahweh said to me,
"Arise, take your journey before the people; angytishall go in and possess the land,
which | swore to their fathers to give to them."

1912Now, Yisra'el, what does Yahweh your Mighty Oneiirecpf you, but to fear Yahweh
your Mighty One, to walk in all his ways, and tawdohim, and to serve Yahweh your
Mighty One with all your heart and with all yourigp'®*to keep the commandments of
Yahweh, and his statutes, which | command youdgysfor your good?°*“Behold, to
Yahweh your Mighty One belongs Heaven and the hlealvBeavens, the earth, with all
that is therein!°*°Only Yahweh had a delight in your fathers to Idwven, and he chose
their seed after them, even you above all peopkest this day'**°Circumcise therefore
the foreskin of your heart, and be no more stiffleel. "> 'For Yahweh your Mighty
One, he is Mighty One of mighty ones, and Sovereigsovereigns, the great Mighty
One, the mighty, and the awesome, who doesn'tdggensons, nor takes reward:**He
does execute justice for the fatherless and widmd, loves the sojourner, in giving him
food and clothing’®*°Love you therefore the sojourner; for you were sojers in the
land of Mitzrayim.****you shall fear Yahweh your Mighty One; him shall gerve; and
to him shall you cleave, and by his name shallswear.'>“'He is your praise, and he is
your Mighty One, who has done for you these gredtawesome things, which your eyes
have seen:%*Your fathers went down into Mitzrayim with seveméysons; and now
Yahweh your Mighty One has made you as the staredafky for multitude.

How Yahweh's Servants Are To Entreat Yahweh WheGAevous Sin Has
Been Committed

9:18 shows the manner Moshe entreated Yahweh ®tbavpeople of Yisrael from death after
their sin of idolatry against Yahweh. Moshe fellfidve Yahweh, forty days and forty nights,
eating neither bread nor drinking water! Showingtttvhen the sin committed by people is
grievous, the manner Yahweh's servant and prophetpray to Yahweh for their atonement and
forgiveness is by falling before Yahweh and fadting

Moshe's example shows that Yahweh servants, platig his prophets, are to be alert to
the conduct of the people Yahweh has given to tteeserve. Such that if the people commit sin,
Yahweh's servants and prophets are to quickly pleadahweh on their behalf, while at the
same time urging the people to repent of their sin.

Moshe's Prayer For Aharon Facilitated Aharon's Presvation

9:20 shows that it was Moshe's prayer to Yahweh isulted in the preservation of Aharon's
life, after Aharon had participated with the peoipl¢heir sin of idolatry.
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Moshe's Prayer To Yahweh For The People's Preseimat

9:25-29 give the reasons Moshe gave to Yahwehte@mgting to persuade Yahweh to spare the
people and not destroy them. Moshe reminded Yalobdfis promises to the ancestors of the
people, and how these promises were to be fulfiiledhese people. Moshe also reminded
Yahweh of his great name throughout all the eatid how Yahweh's reputation stood to be
damaged if he did not bring those people into émel lof the Kanaanim.

Not that Yahweh was unaware of the things that Mosas praying to him about, to
persuade him from his intended action. No! Onlyt Mashe reasserted that what Yahweh was
already doing, and what he was urging him to caomtimloing, was for the glorification of
Yahweh's name, and for the showing of Yahweh'sfiditess, independent of the sinful conduct
of the people inheriting these promises and blgssiin other words, Moshe prayed for the
performance and perpetuation of Yahweh's will, degpe sinful conduct of the people.
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YISRAEL DURING THE DAYS OF JUDGES

Shofetim (Judges) 10:1-16 reads,
1%1after Avimelekh there arose to save Yisra'el Toéagon of Pu’ah, the son of Dodo, a
man of Yissakhar; and he lived in Shamir in thé-doLintry of Efrayim.*®*He judged
Yisra'el twenty-three years, and died, and wasdalin Shamir:*>After him arose Ya'ir,
the Gil'adite; and he judged Yisra'el twenty-twarge'®“He had thirty sons who rode
on thirty donkey colts, and they had thirty citiedich are called Chavvot-Ya'ir to this
day, which are in the land of Gil'at!*Ya'ir died, and was buried in Kamon.
1%The children of Yisra'el again did that which wasl én the sight of Yahweh, and
served the Baalim, and the "Ashtarot, and the tgighes of Aram, and the mighty ones
of Tzidon, and the mighty ones of Mo'av, and ttghtgiones of the children of "Ammon,
and the mighty ones of the Pelishtim; and theydmksYahweh, and didn't serve him.
19" The anger of Yahweh was kindled against Yisrate, e sold them into the hand of
the Pelishtim, and into the hand of the childrenArhmon**They vexed and oppressed
the children of Yisra'el that year: eighteen yeayspressed they all the children of
Yisra'el that were beyond the Yarden in the lanthefAmori, which is in Gil'ad.
1%9The children of *Ammon passed over the Yardengtu filso against Yahudah, and
against Binyamin, and against the house of Efragmthat Yisra'el was sore distressed.
1%1%The children of Yisra'el cried to Yahweh, saying/e"have sinned against you, even
because we have forsaken our Mighty One, and hened the Ba alim.*!*yahweh
said to the children of Yisra'elDidn't | save you from the Mitzrim, and from the
Amori, from the children of "Ammon, and from the Rshtim? '°>*“The Tzidonim also,
and the "Amaleki, and the Ma on, did oppress youndayou cried to me, and | saved
you out of their hand.””**vet you have forsaken me, and served other mightgs
why - | will save you no more:>**Go_and cry to the mighty ones which you have
chosen; let them save you in the time of your dists"
1%15The children of Yisra'el said to Yahweh, "We hawnaesl: do you to us whatever
seems good to you; only deliver us, we pray yois, day." '***°They put away the
foreign mighty ones from among them, and served Mah; and his soul was grieved
for the misery of Yisra'el

Yahweh Generally Does Not Deliver Those Who Are &ittiful To Him

10:11-14 shows that if one abandons Yahweh, anglaorhes to Yahweh for salvation in one's
moment of distress, Yahweh will not act to save tre from that distress. Implying that if one
desires to be in such standing before Yahweh swathvtahweh will save that one from distress,
when distress comes upon one, one must indeeddeeamrain faithful to Yahweh.

How To Turn Yahweh's Heart In Our Favour

10:15-16 shows that when the sinning Yisraelitgeméed, Yahweh's heart was again turned to
them. Therefore, to have Yahweh's heart turnedstanuour favour, we must act faithfully
towards Yahweh. Then, even if distress comes upomnd we cry to Yahweh, he will indeed
hear us, rather than leave us to our own devises.
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Prophecy And Instructions Concerning Shimshon's Bir

Shofetim (Judges) 13:1-25 reads,
131The children of Yisra'el again did that which wasl én the sight of Yahweh; and
Yahweh delivered them into the hand of the Pefisfaity years'*“There was a certain
man of Tzor ah, of the family of the Dani, whosemeavas Manoach; and his wife was
barren, and didn't bear>*The angel of Yahweh appeared to the woman, andsdielr,
"See now, you are barren, and don't bear; but yballsconceive, and bear a son.
13“Now therefore please beware and drink no wine mamg drink, and don't eat any
unclean thing:***for, behold, you shall conceive, and bear a sorg ao razor shall
come on his head; for the child shall be a Nazitite Mighty One from the womb: and
he shall begin to save Yisra'el out of the hanthefPelishtim."
13%Then the woman came and told her husband, sayigan of the Mighty One came
to me, and his face was like the face of the aofyge Mighty One, very awesome; and |
didn't ask him whence he was, neither did he telhis name®*’but he said to me,
'Behold, you shall conceive, and bear a son; and donk no wine nor strong drink, and
eat not any unclean thing; for the child shall bazir to the Mighty One from the womb
to the day of his death.™
13®Then Manoach entreated Yahweh, and sdith,"Sovereign, please let the man of the
Mighty One whom you did send come again to us, amalch us what we shall do to the
child who shall be born."***The Mighty One listened to the voice of Manoach;din
the angel of the Mighty One came again to the womas she sat in the fieldbut
Manoach, her husband, wasn't with h&¥:°The woman made haste, and ran, and told
her husband, and said to him, "Behold, the mandpgeared to me, who came to me the
other day."
131\Manoach arose, and went after his wife, and cantieéoman, and said to him, "Are
you the man who spoke to the woman?" He said, "I' &"Manoach said, "Now let
your words happen: what shall be the ordering c# tiild, and how shall we do to
him?" ***The angel of Yahweh said to Manoach, "Of all thsaitl to the woman let her
beware.'**“She may not eat of anything that comes of the wigither let her drink wine
or strong drink, nor eat any unclean thing; all tHacommanded her let her observe."
1313Manoach said to the angel of Yahweh, "I pray yet,us detain you, that we may
make ready a kid for you!***The angel of Yahweh said to Manoach, "Though you
detain me, | won't eat of your bread; and if yoli wiake ready a burnt offering, you
must offer it to Yahweh." For Manoach didn't kndwatthe was the angel of Yahweh.
31\Manoach said to the angel of Yahweh, "What is ymme, that when your words
happen, we may honor you?*®The angel of Yahweh said to him, "Why ask you after
my name, seeing it is wonderful?'°So Manoach took the kid with the meal-offering,
and offered it on the rock to Yahweh: and the amliglwondrously, and Manoach and
his wife looked on->*%For it happened, when the flame went up towardsthyefrom off
the altar, that the angel of Yahweh ascended irfldme of the altar: and Manoach and
his wife looked on; and they fell on their facesh® ground**'But the angel of Yahweh
did no more appear to Manoach or to his wife. TiMainoach knew that he was the
angel of Yahweh.
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132\1anoach said to his wife, "We shall surely die, 2ame we have seen the Mighty
One."**#But his wife said to him, "If Yahweh were pleasedill us, he wouldn't have
received a burnt offering and a meal-offering at band, neither would he have showed
us all these things, nor would at this time haud swuch things as these."”

132The woman bore a son, and named him Shimshon:hendhild grew, and Yahweh
blessed him***The Spirit of Yahweh began to move him in Machaae:Detween
Tzor ah and Eshta'ol.

Pray In A Manner Consistent With Yahweh's Will

13:8-9 shows that when Manoach prayed to Yahweh manner in harmony with Yahweh's
will, in a manner to better perpetuate Yahweh'd, wiahweh listened to him. Implying that if
Yahweh is to listen to our prayers to him, we oughpray in a manner consistent with his will,
in a manner to better perpetuate his will.
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SHEMUEL THE SEER

Shemuel's Birth

1 Shemuel (Samuel) 1:1-2:11, 18-21 reads,
"“INow there was a certain man of Ramatayim-Tzofirthehill-country of Efrayim, and
his name was Elkana, the son of Yerocham, the SBhhu, the son of Tochu, the son of
Tzuf, an Efratite:*”and he had two wives; the name of the one was Gigrand the
name of other Peninnah: and Peninnah had childtaut, Channah had no children.
3This man went up out of his city from year to y&aworship and to sacrifice to
Yahweh-Tzva'ot in Shiloh. The two sons of 'Eli, f@lhand Pinechas, Kohanim to
Yahweh, were there.
When the day came that Elkana sacrificed, he gawehinnah his wife, and to all her
sons and her daughters, portionsbut to Channah he gave a double portion; for he
loved Channah, but Yahweh had shut up her wdifter rival provoked her sore, to
make her fret, because Yahweh had shut up her wolabhe did so year by year, when
she went up to the house of Yahweh, so she proveketherefore she wept, and did not
eat.
®Elkana her husband said to her, "Channah, why wesg? And why don't you eat?
And why is your heart grieved? Am | not betterda than ten sons?"
1950 Channah rose up after they had eaten in Shélot,after they had drunk. Now “Eli
the Kohen was sitting on his seat by the door-pbtte temple of Yahweh!°She was in
bitterness of soul, and prayed to Yahweh, and weme **She vowed a vow, and said,
"Yahweh-Tzva'ot, if you will indeed look on theliefbn of your handmaid, and
remember me, and not forget your handmaid, but giile to your handmaid a man-
child, then | will give him to Yahweh all the dayfshis life, and there shall no razor
come on his head."
Y19t happened, as she continued praying before Yahitet “Eli marked her mouth.
3Now Channah, she spoke in_her heart: only her lipsoved, but her voice was not
heard therefore “Eli thought she had been drunkeft:Eli said to her, "How long will
you be drunken? Put away your wine from ydi>Channah answered, "No, my master,
| am a woman of a sorrowful spirit: | have drunkither wine nor strong drink, but |
poured out my soul before Yahwéf’Don't count your handmaid for a wicked woman;
for out of the abundance of my complaint and my@cation have | spoken hitherto."
" Then “Eli answered, "Go in shalom; and the MightyeQof Yisra'el grant your
petition that you have asked of himi**She said, "Let your handmaid find favor in your
sight.” So the woman went her way, and ate; andfaenl expression wasn't sad any
more.
19They rose up in the morning early, and worshippefbte Yahweh, and returned, and
came to their house to Ramah: and Elkana knew Citarms wife; and Yahweh
remembered her!?%t happened, when the time was come about, thatn@ita
conceived, and bore a son; and she named him Sékersaying, "Because | have asked
him of Yahweh."
Y21The man Elkana, and all his house, went up to dffe¥ahweh the yearly sacrifice,
and his vow!??But Channah didn't go up; for she said to her husha!l will not go up
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until the child be weaned; and then | will bringmhithat he may appear before Yahweh,
and there abide forever®#Elkana her husband said to her, "Do what seemsgumd:;
wait until you have weaned him; only Yahweh estaldis word." So the woman waited
and nursed her son, until she weaned Hiffwhen she had weaned him, she took him up
with her, with three bulls, and one efah of meat] a bottle of wine, and brought him to
the house of Yahweh in Shiloh: and the child wasmgo™*They killed the bull, and
brought the child to "Eli.

126she said, "Oh, my master, as your soul lives, nstena am the woman who stood by
you here, praying to Yahweh?For this child | prayed; and Yahweh has given me my
petition which | asked of hint**therefore also | have granted him to Yahweh; ag las
he lives he is granted to Yahweh." He worshippdunéh there.

#Channah prayed, and said:

"My heart exults in Yahweh;

My horn is exalted in Yahweh;

My mouth is enlarged over my enemies;

Because | rejoice in your salvation.

#2There is none holy as Yahweh;

For there is none besides you,

Neither is there any rock like our Mighty One.

>*Talk no more so exceeding proudly;

Don't let arrogance come out of your mouth;

For Yahweh is a Mighty One of knowledge,

By him actions are weighed.

**The bows of the mighty men are broken:

Those who stumbled are girded with strength.

**Those who were full have hired out themselvesrizad

Those who were hungry have ceased to hunger:

Yes, the barren has borne seven,;

She who has many children languishes.

Z®yahweh kills, and makes alive:

He brings down to She'ol, and brings up.

#TYahweh makes poor, and makes rich:

He brings low, he also lifts up.

#8He raises up the poor out of the dust,

He lifts up the needy from the dunghill,

To make them sit with princes,

Inherit the throne of glory:

For the pillars of the earth are Yahweh's,

He has set the world on them.

#He will keep the feet of his holy ones;

But the wicked shall be put to silence in darkness;

For by strength shall no man prevail.

#1%Those who strive with Yahweh shall be broken toesie

Against them will he thunder in the sky:

Yahweh will judge the ends of the earth;

He will give strength to his king,
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Exalt the horn of his anointed."

#HE|kana went to Ramah to his house. The child ditster to Yahweh before “Eli the
Kohen.

#1%8yt Shemu'el ministered before Yahweh, being al,chirded with a linen efod.
#"Moreover his mother made him a little robe, andugiet it to him from year to year,
when she came up with her husband to offer theysacrifice.““Eli blessed Elkana
and his wife, and said Yahweh give you seed of this woman for the petitihich was
asked of Yahwet They went to their own honté*'Yahweh visited Channah, and she
conceived, and bore three sons and two daughtd@iise child Shemu'el grew before
Yahweh.

How Channah Prayed For The Cessation Of Her Afflioh

1:10-11 shows that Channah did not pray to keepdhethat she prayed for. She offered to give
him to Yahweh, to serve Yahweh all the days of Iifes In other words, what Channah
considered important to her was the cessation oaffiction, which came about on her because
she was barren. And this affliction would ceasehby bearing at least one child, whom she
offered to give to Yahweh.

Channah Prayed In Her Heart - Silently

1:12-16 shows that Channah prayed in her heddntlsi, and not audibly.
1:19-20 shows that Yahweh indeed heard Channigdns prayer, and gave her a son.

Eli Publicly Worshipped Yahweh

1:28 shows that Eli acknowledged Channah's answprager, personified in Shemuel, by
worshipping before Yahweh upon Shemuel's presentéfore him. It therefore seems that it is
quite appropriate to worship Yahweh publicly, iorit of other people, when the occasion merits
it.

Shemuel's Judging Of Yisrael

1 Shemuel (Samuel) 7:1-17 reads,
"The men of Kiryat-Ye arim came, and fetched umth@f Yahweh, and brought it into
the house of Avinadav in the hill, and sanctifiddaZar his son to keep the ark of
Yahweh!“It happened, from the day that the ark abode iry#titYe arim, that the time
was long; for it was twenty years: and all the howd Yisra'el lamented after Yahweh.
"3shemu’el spoke to all the house of Yisra'el, sayifiou do return to Yahweh with
all your heart, then put away the foreign mighty ea and the "Ashtarot from among
you, and direct your hearts to Yahweh, and servenlonly; and he will deliver you out
of the hand of the Pelishtini ““Then the children of Yisra'el did put away the Hiaa
and the "Ashtarot, and served Yahweh only.
">Shemu'el said,Gather all Yisra'el to Mitzpah, and | will pray foyou to YahweH'
"®They gathered together to Mitzpah, and drew watend poured it out before
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Yahweh, and fasted on that day, and said there, "Wa&ve sinned against Yahweéeh
Shemu'el judged the children of Yisra'el in Mitzpah

""When the Pelishtim heard that the children of Yésravere gathered together at
Mitzpah, the masters of the Pelishtim went up agjalfisra’el. When the children of
Yisra'el heard it, they were afraid of the Pelighti°The children of Yisra'el said to
Shemu'el, "Don't cease to cry to Yahweh our Mi@ye for us, that he will save us out
of the hand of the Pelishtim™Shemu'el took a_sucking lamb, and offered it for a
whole burnt-offering to Yahweh: and Shemu'el crieb Yahweh for Yisra'el; and
Yahweh answered him

"1%As Shemu'el was offering up the burnt offering, Betishtim drew near to battle
against Yisra'el; but Yahweh thundered with a gréainder on that day on the
Pelishtim, and confused them; and they were stdosin before Yisra'el/**The men of
Yisra'el went out of Mitzpah, and pursued the Péilis, and struck them, until they came
under Beit-Kar."**Then Shemu'el took a stone, and set it betweepafitand Shen, and
called the name of it Even-Ha ezer, saying, "Hitbdras Yahweh helped ug:**So the
Pelishtim were subdued, and they came no morennitie@ border of Yisra'el: and the
hand of Yahweh was against the Pelishtim all thgsds Shemu'el:*“The cities which
the Pelishtim had taken from Yisra'el were restaedisra'el, from "Ekron even to Gat;
and the border of it did Yisra'el deliver out ofetthand of the Pelishtim. There was
shalom between Yisra'el and the Amér:Shemu'el judged Yisra'el all the days of his
life. “**He went from year to year in circuit to Beit-El aflgal, and Mitzpah; and he
judged Yisra'el in all those places.His return was to Ramah, for there was his house;
and there he judged Yisra'el: and he built therealiar to Yahweh.

Yahweh's Servants Should Teach The People How Tov&erahweh

7:3-5 shows that Yahweh's servants and prophetstdogeach the people how they are to serve
Yahweh - wholeheartedly, fearfully and faithfulkknd when the people repent of their idolatry,

serving other mighty ones, rather than serving Yethwxclusively, Yahweh's servants ought to
pray for the people that Yahweh may forgive thentheir iniquities and also remove or abate
the consequences of those iniquities.

In Yisrael's case the consequence of their faimess was their harassment and
subjection under the hand of the Pelishtim. Theesfdoy repenting of their sin and being
forgiven of both their sin and this consequenc#heir sin, the Pelishtim would no longer harass
or subject them under their hand.

How Yisrael Repented Before Yahweh

7:6 shows that as part of their repentance befaewéh, Yisrael not only disposed off their
idols, they also confessed their sins before Yahaet fasted before him.

It therefore appears that heartfelt repentancleides not only forsaking one's erroneous
ways, but also confessing one's sins and fastifigd& ahweh.
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Yahweh Hears His Servants' Prayers On Behalf Of BeoWho Are Repentant

7:8-11 shows that not only did Yahweh hear Shesmpediyer on behalf of Yisrael, he responded
by removing the hand of the Pelishtim from beingeroYisrael, subduing Yisrael. Yahweh
indeed answers the prayers of his servants onfoahtilose who are genuinely repentant.

7:9-10 - why did Shemuel offer up a sucking lambd whole burnt offering to Yahweh?

What was the significance of Shemuel offering ue blurnt offering to Yahweh and Yahweh
hearing his prayer?

The People Of Yisrael Demand To Have A King
1 Shemuel (Samuel) 8:1-22 reads,

¥4t happened, when Shemu'el was old, that he madsohis judges over Yisra'&8Now
the name of his firstborn was Yo'el; and the nam@osecond, Aviyah: they were judges
in Be'er-Sheva’*His sons didn't walk in his ways, but turned asiéter lucre, and took
bribes, and perverted justic&“Then all the Zakenim of Yisra'el gathered themselve
together, and came to Shemu'el to Ranfaand they said to him, "Behold, you are old,
and your sons don't walk in your ways: now makeudng to judge us like all the
nations."®°But the thing displeased Shemu'el, when they 4@ige us a king to judge
us." Shemu'el prayed to Yahweh

%7yahweh said to Shemu'el, "Listen to the voice @p#ople in all that they tell you; for
they have not rejected you, but they have rejettedthat |1 should not be king over them.
#8according to all the works which they have donesithe day that | brought them up
out of Mitzrayim even to this day, in that theyédéarsaken me, and served other mighty
ones, so do they also to ydtPNow therefore listen to their voice: however yoalsh
protest solemnly to them, and shall show them taener of the king who shall reign
over them."

810%Shemu'el told all the words of Yahweh to the pewie asked of him a kin§*He
said, "This will be the manner of the king who Elneign over you: he will take your
sons, and appoint them to him, for his chariots] &m be his horsemen; and they shall
run before his chariots?*?and he will appoint them to him for captains of ukands,
and captains of fifties; and he will set some towphis ground, and to reap his harvest,
and to make his instruments of war, and the insémisi of his chariots**He will take
your daughters to be perfumers, and to be cooks,tarbe bakers’**He will take your
fields, and your vineyards, and your olive grovasen the best of them, and give them to
his servants®*°He will take the tenth of your seed, and of yoneyards, and give to his
officers, and to his servant§’®He will take your men-servants, and your maid-setsa
and your best young men, and your donkeys, andhput to his work?*"He will take
the tenth of your flocks: and you shall be his asats.®**®You shall cry out in that day
because of your king whom you shall have chosen :yand Yahweh will not answer
you in that day"

%1°But the people refused to listen to the voice @n@hel; and they said, "No: but we
will have a king over ug:*%hat we also may be like all the nations, and that king
may judge us, and go out before us, and fight aitids."

82shemu'el heard all the words of the people, andehearsed them in the ears of
Yahweh.®#?Yahweh said to Shemu'el, "Listen to their voice arake them a king."
Shemu'el said to the men of Yisra'el, "Go you eney to his city."
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Shemuel Sought Yahweh's Guidance When Faced Witbifficult Matter

8:1-6 shows that when Shemuel was faced with &diffsituation, a situation for which he did
not have a ready answer, he prayed to Yahweh fdagoe, that Yahweh may show him what to
do in the situation. Following Shemuel's example,shiould likewise seek Yahweh in prayer for
guidance in our lives, especially when faced witly Becisions.

The Nature Of Man's Rule Over Man

8:9-18 summarises the nature of man's rule over. mashould be noted that man's rule over
man is quite different to Yahweh's rule over marghsas was the case with Yisrael right up to
this time that they sought a human king for thewelto be over them. For human kings
sequestrate that which is in the custody of thg@eancluding making slaves of the people, and
using these for their own purposes.

Shemuel Judged Yisrael In Righteousness

1 Shemuel (Samuel) 12:1-25 reads,
121shemu'el said to all Yisra'el, "Behold, | havedligtd to your voice in all that you said
to me, and have made a king over yGidNow, behold, the king walks before you; and |
am old and gray-headed; and, behold, my sons atie yau: and | have walked before
you from my youth to this da}/*Here | am: witness against me before Yahweh, and
before his anointed: whose ox have | taken? Or whimnkey have | taken? Or whom
have | defrauded? Whom have | oppressed? Or ofavhasd have | taken a ransom to
blind my eyes therewith? And | will restore it yod*“They said, "You have not
defrauded us, nor oppressed us, neither have ykentanything of any man's hand."
12°He said to them, "Yahweh is witness against yod,his anointed is witness this day,
that you have not found anything in my hand." Tdagl, "He is witness."
128shemu'el said to the people, "It is Yahweh who e Moshe and Aharon, and that
brought your fathers up out of the land of Mitzrayt*’Now therefore stand still, that |
may plead with you before Yahweh concerning alfigieous acts of Yahweh, which he
did to you and to your father$*®When Ya'akov was come into Mitzrayim, and your
fathers cried to Yahweh, then Yahweh sent MosheAfwadon, who brought forth your
fathers out of Mitzrayim, and made them to dwellthis place.***But they forgot
Yahweh their Mighty One; and he sold them intohtwed of Sisera, captain of the host of
Chatzor, and into the hand of the Pelishtim, artd the hand of the king of Mo'av; and
they fought against then*°They cried to Yahweh, and said, 'We have sinnemjuse
we have forsaken Yahweh, and have served the Baaid the "Ashtarot: but now
deliver us out of the hand of our enemies, and \#esarve you."'**Yahweh sent
Yerubba'al, and Bedan, and Yiftach, and Shemuel,delivered you out of the hand of
your enemies on every side; and you lived in safétwhen you saw that Nachash the
king of the children of "Ammon came against youw, said to me, 'No, but a king shall
reign over us'; when Yahweh your Mighty One was ¥ing. ‘***Now therefore see the
king whom you have chosen, and whom you have é&skexhd, behold, Yahweh has set
a king over your**if you will fear Yahweh, and serve him, and listerhis voice, and
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not rebel against the commandment of Yahweh, atid you and also the king who
reigns over you be followers of Yahweh your Mightye, well:***%ut if you will not
listen to the voice of Yahweh, but rebel againstdcbmmandment of Yahweh, then will
the hand of Yahweh be against you, as it was aggms fathers.'***Now therefore
stand still and see this great thing, which Yahwéthdo before your eyes?*/Isn't it
wheat harvest today? | will call to Yahweh, thatrhay send thunder and rain; and you
shall know and see that your wickedness is grehichwou have done in the sight of
Yahweh, in asking you a king*'*So Shemu'el called to Yahweh; and Yahweh sent
thunder and rain that day: and all the people ghgdtared Yahweh and Shemu'el.
12191 the people said to Shemu'el, "Pray for yourvserts to Yahweh your Mighty One,
that we not die; for we have added to all our ginis evil, to ask us a king'*?°Shemu'el
said to the people, "Don't be afraid; you have iedielone all this evil; yet don't turn
aside from following Yahweh, but serve Yahweh alitlyour heart:**?'and don't turn
aside; for then would you go after vain things whean't profit nor deliver, for they are
vain. ***For Yahweh will not forsake his people for his gnreame's sake, because it has
pleased Yahweh to make you a people to hintééfvoreover as for me, far be it from
me that | should sin against Yahweh in ceasing t@ap for you: but | will instruct you
in the good and the right way“““Only fear Yahweh, and serve him in truth with all
your heart; for consider how great things he haseléor you>*3But if you shall still do
wickedly, you shall be consumed, both you and limgy."
12:1-5 shows that Shemuel, judging or ruling ovésrael under Yahweh's instructions, ruled
well. He did not sequestrate property belonginght people, nor make slaves of them for his
own service, nor defraud them in other ways. Shémas a faithful servant of Yahweh. His
rule, under Yahweh's guidance, was a contrast @ortite of human kings as portrayed by
Yahweh in 1 Shemuel (Samuel) 8.

The Manner We Should Conduct Our Lives

12:14-15 summarises how we should conduct our.lMés should fear Yahweh, serve Yahweh,
listen to Yahweh's voice, not rebel against the mamdment of Yahweh, and be followers of
Yahweh our Mighty One.

12:20-21 shows that Yahweh should be followedserded wholeheartedly.

A Duty Of Yahweh's Prophets

12:23 shows that it is the duty of a prophet of Wah to both pray for the people, and to instruct
them in the good and the right way. Failure or rep® both pray for the people, and to instruct
them in the good and the right way, constitutedaira prophet of Yahweh.
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YAHWEH'S PROMISE TO KING DAVID

2 Shemuel (Samuel) 7:1-29; 1 Divre Hayamim (Chrlesic17:1-27 reads,
"1t happened, when the king lived in his house, ¥alweh had given him rest from all
his enemies round abouf’that the king said to Natan the prophet, "See nalwell in a
house of cedar, but the ark of the Mighty One dwsithin curtains.” *Natan said to the
king, "Go, do all that is in your heart; for Yahwehwith you."
"1t happened the same night that the word of Yalueethe to Natan, saying™"Go and
tell my servant David, 'Thus says Yahweh, Shallbgoldl me a house for me to dwell in?
"®For | have not lived in a house since the day thatought up the children of Yisra'el
out of Mitzrayim, even to this day, but have walked tent and in a tenf:’In all places
in which | have walked with all the children of réigl, spoke | a word with any of the
tribes of Yisra'el, whom | commanded to be shepb&rdy people Yisra'el, saying, "Why
have you not built me a house of cedar?Now therefore thus shall you tell my servant
David, Thus says Yahweh-Tzva'ot, | took you froenstieep pen, from following the
sheep, that you should be prince over my peopler, ¥isra'el;?and | have been with
you wherever you went, and have cut off all yoensies from before you; and | will
make you a great name, like the name of the greas eho are in the eartth| will
appoint a place for my people Yisra'el, and witim them, that they may dwell in their
own place, and be moved no more; neither shallcthielren of wickedness afflict them
any more, as at the first*and as from the day that | commanded judges toviee my
people Yisra'el; and | will cause you to rest frath your enemies. Moreover Yahweh
tells you that Yahweh will make you a houds8When your days are fulfilled, and you
shall sleep with your fathers, | will set up yoeed after you, who shall proceed out of
your bowels, and | will establish his kingdofit’He shall build a house for my name,
and | will establish the throne of his kingdom faee "1 will be his father, and he shall
be my son: if he commit iniquity, | will chastermhwith the rod of men, and with the
stripes of the children of mef;}°but my lovingkindness shall not depart from himJ as
took it from Sha'ul, whom | put away before yotPYour house and your kingdom shall
be made sure for ever before you: your throne shml established forever.™
""according to all these words, and according tothlk vision, so did Natan speak to
David.
"®Then David the king went in, and sat before Yahvaid he said, "Who am |,
Sovereign Yahweh, and what is my house, that yoa heought me thus far?'“This
was yet a small thing in your eyes, Sovereign Yhhivet you have spoken also of your
servant's house for a great while to come; and tois after the manner of men,
Sovereign YahweH?%What can David say more to you? For you know y@uvant,
Sovereign Yahwel?*For your word's sake, and according to your ownrhelaave you
worked all this greatness, to make your servantwkito "““*Therefore you are great,
Yahweh the Mighty One: for there is none like yoeither is there any mighty one
besides you, according to all that we have heatt wiir ears.”**What one nation in the
earth is like your people, even like Yisra'el, whttra Mighty One went to redeem to
himself for a people, and to make him a name, anda great things for you, and
awesome things for your land, before your peopleorw you redeem to you out of
Mitzrayim, from the nations and their mighty oné$%ou did establish to yourself your
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people Yisra'el to be a people to you forever; god, Yahweh, became their Mighty
One.”*Now, Yahweh the Mighty One, the word that you smeaken concerning your
servant, and concerning his house, confirm yowréver, and do as you have spoken.
2% et your name be magnified forever, saying, 'YahWaa'ot is Mighty One over
Yisra'el; and the house of your servant David shllestablished before yol?’For
you, Yahweh-Tzva'ot, the Mighty One of Yisra'eleh@vealed to your servant, saying, 'l
will build you a house': therefore has your servémind in his heart to pray this prayer
to you.”?®Now, O Sovereign Yahweh, you are the Mighty One yanr words are truth,
and you have promised this good thing to your serva now therefore let it please you
to bless the house of your servant, that it mayticoa forever before you; for you,
Sovereign Yahweh, have spoken it: and with yowssbig let the house of your servant
be blessed forever."

Acknowledge Yahweh's Work And Praise Him

When Yahweh does a great work in our lives, orwhetms us through a deed of his, we should
both acknowledge Yahweh's work and praise YahwehMighty One of Yisrael! Halleluyah!

The Dedication Of Yahweh's House

1 Melakhim (Kings) 8:1-9:9; 2 Divre Hayamim (Chrolas) 6:1-7:22 reads,
¥1Then Shelomo assembled the Zakenim of Yisra'elakribe heads of the tribes, the
princes of the fathers' houses of the children adralel, to king Shelomo in
Yerushalayim, to bring up the ark of the covenan¥a@ahweh out of the city of David,
which is Tzion®?All the men of Yisra'el assembled themselves wp Kimelomo at the
feast, in the month Etanim, which is the seventhtm8~All the Zakenim of Yisra'el
came, and the Kohanim took up the drkThey brought up the ark of Yahweh, and the
tent of meeting, and all the holy vessels that wetbe Tent; even these did the Kohanim
and the Levites bring up’King Shelomo and all the congregation of Yisraldip were
assembled to him, were with him before the arksiféeiog sheep and oxen, that could
not be counted nor numbered for multitud€The Kohanim brought in the ark of the
covenant of Yahweh to its place, into the oraclthefhouse, to the most holy place, even
under the wings of the Keruvifi’For the Keruvim spread forth their wings over the
place of the ark, and the Keruvim covered the artt the poles of it abov&®The poles
were so long that the ends of the poles were seem the holy place before the oracle;
but they were not seen outside: and there theyatiis day*°There was nothing in the
ark save the two tables of stone which Moshe mretat Chorev, when Yahweh made a
covenant with the children of Yisra'el, when thagne out of the land of Mitzrayim.
819t came to pass, when the Kohanim were come othieoholy place, that the cloud
filled the house of Yahwetit'so that the Kohanim could not stand to ministerdason
of the cloud; for the glory of Yahweh filled theuke of Yahwel{:**Then spoke Shelomo,
"Yahweh has said that he would dwell in the thiakkdess®*3 have surely built you a
house of habitation, a place for you to dwell irefcer."
%1%The king turned his face about, and blessed allaggembly of Yisra'el: and all the
assembly of Yisra'el stooti:"He said, "Blessed be Yahweh, the Mighty One of"¢lsr
who spoke with his mouth to David my father, ansl Wah his hand fulfilled it, saying,
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#165ince the day that | brought forth my people Yéraut of Mitzrayim, | chose no city
out of all the tribes of Yisra'el to build a housigat my name might be there; but | chose
David to be over my people Yisra'&*’Now it was in the heart of David my father to
build a house for the name of Yahweh, the Mighty &frYisra'el®>*®But Yahweh said to
David my father, 'Whereas it was in your heart told a house for my name, you did
well that it was in your hearf***nevertheless you shall not build the house; but gon
who shall come forth out of your loins, he shalldthe house for my namé&2°vahweh
has established his word that he spoke; for | aarriup in the room of David my father,
and sit on the throne of Yisra'el, as Yahweh predhieind have built the house for the
name of Yahweh, the Mighty One of Yisr&éfThere have | set a place for the ark, in
which is the covenant of Yahweh, which he madeamthathers, when he brought them
out of the land of Mitzrayim."

822Shelomo stood before the altar of Yahweh in thesqmee of all the assembly of
Yisra'el, and spread forth his hands toward HeaVéfand he said, "Yahweh, the Mighty
One of Yisra'el, there is no mighty one like youHieaven above, or on earth beneath;
who keeps covenant and lovingkindness with yowasés, who walk before you with all
their heart; ®*who have kept with your servant David my fathett tivhich you did
promise him: yes, you spoke with your mouth, ant lalfilled it with your hand, as it is
this day.®**Now therefore, Yahweh, the Mighty One of Yisr&e&p with your servant
David my father that which you have promised hiayirgy, 'There shall not fail you a
man in my sight to sit on the throne of Yisra'tbnly your children take heed to their
way, to walk before me as you have walked before®rtdlow therefore, Mighty One of
Yisra'el, Please let your word be verified, whiauyspoke to your servant David my
father.

&2yt will the Mighty One in very deed dwell on #arth? Behold, Heaven and the
Heaven of heavens can't contain you; how muchtlésshouse that | have builfi®®Yet
have you respect to the prayer of your servant, amdhis supplication, Yahweh my
Mighty One, to listen to the cry and to the prayérich your servant prays before you
this day;®*that your eyes may be open toward this house wigthtday, even toward the
place whereof you have said, 'My name shall besthey listen to the prayer which your
servant shall pray toward this plac&*Listen you to the supplication of your servant,
and of your people Yisra'el, when they shall payard this place: yes, hear in Heaven,
your dwelling-place; and when you hear, forgi¥d'if a man sins against his neighbor,
and an oath be laid on him to cause him to swead, l?&e comes and swears before your
altar in this house;®**then hear you in Heaven, and do, and judge youvases,
condemning the wicked, to bring his way on his bead, and justifying the righteous, to
give him according to his righteousne¥38When your people Yisra'el are struck down
before the enemy, because they have sinned aggogt if they turn again to you, and
confess your name, and pray and make supplicatioryou in this house®*‘then hear
you in Heaven, and forgive the sin of your peoplestd'el, and bring them again to the
land which you gave to their father§=*When the sky is shut up, and there is no rain,
because they have sinned against you; if they mresard this place, and confess your
name, and turn from their sin, when you do afffiem: **%hen hear in Heaven, and
forgive the sin of your servants, and of your peopisra’el, when you teach them the
good way in which they should walk; and send rairyour land, which you have given
to your people for an inheritanc&*'If there be in the land famine, if there be pestik
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if there be blasting or mildew, locust or cateraill if their enemy besieges them in the
land of their cities; whatever plague, whateveksiess there bé:**whatever prayer and
supplication be made by any man, or by all yourpbedrisra'el, who shall know every
man the plague of his own heart, and spread foithhands toward this hous&3%hen
hear in Heaven, your dwelling-place, and forgivedado, and render to every man
according to all his ways, whose heart you kn@t@r_you, even you only, know the
hearts of all the children of mey) *“%hat they may fear you all the days that they ilive
the land which you gave to our fathers.

84"Moreover concerning the foreigner, who is not ofiypeople Yisra'el, when he shalll
come out of a far country for your name's s&f&for they shall hear of your great name,
and of your mighty hand, and of your outstretched)awhen he shall come and pray
toward this house%“**hear in Heaven, your dwelling-place, and do accogdio all that
the foreigner calls to you for; that all the peaplef the earth may know your name, to
fear you, as do your people Yisra'el, and that thnay know that this house which | have
built is called by your name.

84%f your people go out to battle against their enermy whatever way you shall send
them, and they pray to Yahweh toward the city wlmh have chosen, and toward the
house which | have built for your nanfé®then hear in Heaven their prayer and their
supplication, and maintain their caus&*°lf they sin against you (for there is no man
who doesn't sin), and you be angry with them, anelider them to the enemy, so that
they carry them away captive to the land of the ene far off or near;®*'vet if they
shall repent themselves in the land where they aagried captive, and turn again, and
make supplication to you in the land of those wharged them captive, saying, 'We
have sinned, and have done perversely, we havet agakedly': *“%if they return to you
with all their_heart and with all their soul in _thedand of their enemies, who carried
them captive, and pray to you toward their land, isih you gave to their fathers, the
city which you have chosen, and the house whichavk built for your name?®“%hen
hear you their_prayer and their_supplication in Hean, your dwelling-place, and
maintain their cause**’and forgive your people who have sinned against yand all
their_transgressions _in_which they have transgredsagainst you; and give them
compassion before those who carried them captihat they may have compassion on
them ®>*(for they are your people, and your inheritance, igh you brought forth out

of Mitzrayim, from the midst of the furnace of iron ®>“that your eyes may be open to
the supplication of your servant, and to the sumaltion of your people Yisra'el, to
listen to them whenever they cry to yolr*For you did separate them from among all
the peoples of the earth, to be your inheritanceyau spoke by Moshe your servant,
when you brought our fathers out of Mitzrayim, Seigg Yahweh."

85t was so, that when Shelomo had made an end ofingraall this prayer and
supplication to Yahweh, he arose from before ther af Yahwehfrom kneeling on his
knees with his hands spread forth toward Heavér"He stood, and blessed all the
assembly of Yisra'el with a loud voice, sayftifBlessed be Yahweh, who has given rest
to his people Yisra'el, according to all that h@mised: there has not failed one word of
all his good promises, which he promised by Moshesérvant®>"Yahweh our Mighty
One be with us, as he was with our fathers: let honleave us, nor forsake U§%that

he may incline our hearts to him, to walk in ak lvays, and to keep his commandments,
and his statutes, and his ordinances, which he camded our fathers>*’Let these my
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words, wherewith | have made supplication beforéwé&h, be near to Yahweh our
Mighty One day and night, that he maintains theseaof his servant, and the cause of
his people Yisra'el, as every day shall requff&that all the peoples of the earth may
know that Yahweh, he is the Mighty One; there isenelse **'Let your heart therefore
be perfect with Yahweh our Mighty One, to walk is ktatutes, and to keep his
commandments, as at this day."

8%2The king, and all Yisra'el with him, offered saicef before Yahwel ®*Shelomo
offered for the sacrifice of peace-offerings, whiehoffered to Yahweh, two and twenty
thousand oxen, and one hundred twenty thousangsBeethe king and all the children
of Yisra'el dedicated the house of YahWéAThe same day did the king make the middle
of the court holy that was before the house of hhvor there he offered the burnt
offering, and the meal-offering, and the fat of freace-offerings, because the brazen
altar that was before Yahweh was too little to reeehe burnt offering, and the meal-
offering, and the fat of the peace-offering&So Shelomo held the feast at that time, and
all Yisra'el with him, a great assembly, from th@rance of Chamat to the brook of
Mitzrayim, before Yahweh our Mighty One, seven day$ seven days, even fourteen
days.?®°0n the eighth day he sent the people away; andhtesged the king, and went
to their tents joyful and glad of heart for all tigpodness that Yahweh had showed to
David his servant, and to Yisra'el his people.

11t happened, when Shelomo had finished the buildfripe house of Yahweh, and the
king's house, and all Shelomo's desire which he plaased to do}?that Yahweh
appeared to Shelomo the second time, as he hadagggbeo him at Giv'on’*Yahweh
said to him, "I have heard your prayer and your @igation, that you have made before
me: | have made this house holy, which you havg baiiput my name there forever; and
my eyes and my heart shall be there perpetuéfis for you, if you will walk before me,
as David your father walked, in integrity of heaahd in uprightness, to do according to
all that | have commanded you, and will keep myusta and my ordinance&?then |
will establish the throne of your kingdom over &isl forever, according as | promised
to David your father, saying, "There shall not fgdu a man on the throne of Yisra'el.'
¥®But if you shall turn away from following me, yourgyour children, and not keep my
commandments and my statutes which | have set beefgou, but shall go and serve
other_ mighty ones, and worship theni;'then will | cut off Yisra'el out of the land
which | have given them; and this house, which | Y& made holy for my name, will |
cast out of my sight; and Yisra'el shall be a probbeand a byword among all peoples
*®Though this house is so high, yet shall everyone pesses by it be astonished, and
shall hiss; and they shall say, 'Why has Yahwele dioas to this land, and to this house?'
®9And they shall answer, ‘Because they forsook YalfmehMighty One, who brought
forth their fathers out of the land of Mitzrayinmdlaid hold on other mighty ones, and
worshipped them, and served them: therefore has#talbrought all this evil on them.™

Kneel And Spread Forth Your Hands Towards Heaven

8:22 shows that in public prayer it is quite appia@ie to spread forth one's hands towards
heaven when praying to Yahweh the Mighty One.
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8:54-55 shows that the posture Shelomo took whildlicly praying to Yahweh was one
of kneeling down with his hands spread forth towagdven. It is therefore appropriate to use the
same prayer posture that Shelomo used when praymgplic.

Yahweh Heard Shelomo's Prayer

9:3 shows Yahweh's acknowledgement to Shelomohth&tad heard his prayer and supplication
that the latter had made before Yahweh. The cant@inShelomo's prayer and supplication are
therefore important, and should the heeded api=tyi

Praise Yahweh

8:23-24 shows that Shelomo praised Yahweh, ackrigiig his highest standing and his
various attributes.

Pray Facing The Direction Of The Location Of Yahw&hHouse

8:30 shows that when the people of Yisrael prayYfahweh's forgiveness, and pray toward the
location of the house that Shelomo built for Yahwatahweh will indeed forgive those
repentant Yisraelites. Repentant Yisraelites shthddefore pray for the forgiveness of their sins
when facing the direction of the location of Yahvgehouse that Shelomo built for him. In this
manner they are assured forgiveness of their sins.

Non-Yisraelites Should Also Pray Facing The Locati®f Yahweh's House

8:41-43 shows that non-Yisraelites should also pgmyahweh with their various petitions,
praying within the vicinity and toward the locatiohthe house that Shelomo built for Yahweh.
For when they do so Yahweh will indeed listen teittipetitions, that all the people of the earth
may know Yahweh's name, to fear Yahweh.

It should therefore be clear that all people, béigraelites and non-Yisraelites, should
pray their prayers facing toward the location af tiouse that Shelomo built for Yahweh, that
Yahweh may indeed hear their prayers and supmigsitand respond to them appropriately.

Humble Yourself, Repent Of Sin And Wholeheartedlgek Yahweh In Prayer

2 Divre Hayamim (Chronicles) 7:12-16 reads,

"2yahweh appeared to Shelomo by night, and saidrnp Hihave heard your prayer,
and have chosen this place to myself for a housmaifice.”*3f | shut up the sky so
that there is no rain, or if | command the locustevour the land, or if | send pestilence
among my people/™if _my people, who are called by my name, shall huenb
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and tuomifrtheir wicked ways; then will |
hear from Heaven, and will forgive their sin, andilvheal their land. “**Now my eyes
shall be open, and my ears attentive, to the prélyaris made in this plac&!®For now
have | chosen and made this house holy, that mg maay be there forever; and my eyes

and my heart shall be there perpetually.
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7:12-16 shows that Yahweh's people, those who afiedc by his name, should humble
themselves, and pray, and seek his face, and toanm their wicked ways. For when they do so
will Yahweh hear them from heaven, and forgive ith&n, and heal their land. We should
therefore humble ourselves, repent of our sins,paay to Yahweh, seeking him wholeheartedly.

The Man Of The Mighty One From Yahudah

1 Melakhim (Kings) 13:1-6 reads,
131Behold, there came a man of the Mighty One outbiifah by the word of Yahweh to
Beit-El: and Yarov'am was standing by the altabtmn incense’*“He cried against the
altar by the word of Yahweh, and said, "Altar, altthus says Yahweh: 'Behold, a son
shall be born to the house of David, Yoshiyahudiper and on you shall he sacrifice the
Kohanim of the high places who burn incense on god,men's bones shall they burn on
you." ***He gave a sign the same day, saying, "This is itpe which Yahweh has
spoken: Behold, the altar shall be torn, and thkeasthat are on it shall be poured out."
134t happened, when the king heard the saying ofitha of the Mighty One, which he
cried against the altar in Beit-El, that Yarov amtgorth his hand from the altar, saying,
“Lay hold on him." His hand, which he put forth &g him, dried up, so that he could
not draw it back again to hini**The altar also was torn, and the ashes poured roum f
the altar, according to the sign which the manhe Mighty One had given by the word
of Yahweh!*®The king answered the man of the Mighty One, "Bhimew the favor of
Yahweh your Mighty One, and pray for me, that mydhmay be restored me again."
The man of the Mighty One entreated Yahweh, and #ieg's hand was restored him
again, and became as it was before

13:5-6 shows that when men of the Mighty One ake@so pray for others, especially if these

others are repentant, they should do so. As seem$hemuel's words, it is the duty of Yahweh's

prophets to both pray for the people and to instivem to walk in the good and the right way.
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ELISHA THE PROPHET

The Shunammite Woman During Elisha's Time

2 Melakhim (Kings) 4:8-37 reads,
*8t fell on a day, that Elisha passed to Shunem,reviveas a great woman; and she
constrained him to eat bread. So it was, that &snohs he passed by, he turned in there
to eat bread°She said to her husband, "See now, | perceivettigis a holy man of
the Mighty One, that passes by us continuaffflLet us make, Please, a little chamber on
the wall; and let us set for him there a bed, anle, and a seat, and a lamp stand:
and it shall be, when he comes to us, that he sinallin there."
“Mit fell on a day, that he came there, and he turited the chamber and lay there.
“?He said to Gechazi his servant, "Call this ShunamrhWhen he had called her, she
stood before him***He said to him, "Say now to her, Behold, you hasentcareful for
us with all this care; what is to be done for yaduld you be spoken for to the king, or
to the captain of the host?" She answered, "I darlbng my own people***He said,
"What then is to be done for her?" Gechazi answetitbst assuredly she has no son,
and her husband is old***He said, "Call her." When he had called her, stmodtin the
door. ***He said, "At this season, when the time comes roymual shall embrace a son."
She said, "No, my master, you man of the Mighty, @oenot lie to your handmaid."
“"The woman conceived, and bore a son at that seagen) the time came round, as
Elisha had said to her.
“®When the child was grown, it fell on a day thawfent out to his father to the reapers.
“®He said to his father, "My head, my head." He gaithis servant, "Carry him to his
mother."***When he had taken him, and brought him to his motteesat on her knees
until noon, and then died?’She went up and laid him on the bed of the mamef t
Mighty One, and shut the door on him, and went 6tfShe called to her husband, and
said, "Please send me one of the servants, andbtiee donkeys, that | may run to the
man of the Mighty One, and come agaitf:*He said, "Why will you go to him today? It
is neither new moon nor Shabbat.” She said, "lildte well." “**Then she saddled a
donkey, and said to her servant, "Drive, and govBod; don't slacken me the riding,
except | bid you.***So she went, and came to the man of the Mighty t&@meount
Karmel.
It happened, when the man of the Mighty One sawafaeroff, that he said to Gechazi
his servant, "Behold, yonder is the Shunamnfitéplease run now to meet her, and ask
her, 'Is it well with you? Is it well with your hiob@nd? Is it well with the child?™ She
answered, "It is well.*?"When she came to the man of the Mighty One toithestne
caught hold of his feet. Gechazi came near to thHias away; but the man of the Mighty
One said, "Let her alone: for her soul is vexechwither; and Yahweh has hid it from
me, and has not told me**®*Then she said, "Did | desire a son of my mastexmbil
say, 'Do not deceive me?™
“2°Then he said to Gechazi, "Gird up your loins, aaketmy staff in your hand, and go
your way: if you meet any man, Don't greet him; @mwahyone greets you, don't answer
him again: and lay my staff on the face of thecthit**The mother of the child said, "As
Yahweh lives, and as your soul lives, | will n@ve you." He arose, and followed her.
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“3lGechazi passed on before them, and laid the smaffie face of the child; but there
was neither voice, nor hearing. Then he returnecheet him, and told him, saying, "The
child has not awakened."

“32When Elisha was come into the house, behold, titetwhs dead, and laid on his bed.
*33He went in therefore, and shut the door on thenm band prayed to Yahwefi>*He
went up, and lay on the child, and put his mouttisnmouth, and his eyes on his eyes,
and his hands on his hands: and he stretched hirosehim; and the flesh of the child
grew warm***Then he returned, and walked in the house once &adKorth; and went
up, and stretched himself on him: and the chilceged seven times, and the child opened
his eyes?*°He called Gechazi, and said, "Call this ShunamthBe. he called her. When
she was come in to him, he said, "Take up yout'$6Then she went in, and fell at his
feet, and bowed herself to the ground; and she tipoker son, and went out.

Pray To Yahweh In Private

4:33 shows that in praying to Yahweh that Yahwestae life back to the son of the
Shunammite woman, Elisha prayed to Yahweh in peivéiplying that there are occasions
meriting praying to Yahweh in private, rather thapublic.

The Shunammite Woman Is A Parallel Of Sarah

The account of the Shunammite woman's family sora¢éwhrallels that of Sarah's family. For
just as Sarah was barren, so was the Shunammiteamvajust as Sarah's husband was old, so
was the Shunammite woman. Just as Sarah was avgyaetn, so was the Shunammite woman.
Just as Yahweh promised that Sarah would embraoa dat this season, when the time comes
round”, so did Yahweh, through Elisha, promise 8tmunammite woman that she would
embrace a son "at this season, when the time coooesl”. And just Sarah's son would have
died, and would have been resurrected from the ,dgadlid the Shunammite woman's son
actually die and was actually resurrected fromdéad! The parallels of Sarah's life and that of
the Shunammite woman's life are striking!

The King Of Aram Seeks To Capture Elisha

2 Melakhim (Kings) 6:8-23 reads,
®Now the king of Aram was warring against Yisra®hd he took counsel with his
servants, saying, "In such and such a place shaliny camp.®“The man of the Mighty
One sent to the king of Yisra'el, saying, "Bewdast {you not pass such a place; for there
the Aram are coming down®°The king of Yisra'el sent to the place which the i
the Mighty One told him and warned him of; and heesl himself there, not once nor
twice. *"*The heart of the king of Aram was sore troubledtiis thing; and he called his
servants, and said to them, "Won't you show mehatiiaws is for the king of Yisra'el?"
®120One of his servants said, "No, my master, O king;Hlisha, the prophet who is in
Yisra'el, tells the king of Yisra'el the words tlyau speak in your bedchambe?**He
said, "Go and see where he is, that | may sendgetchim." It was told him, saying,
"Behold, he is in Dotan.®**“Therefore sent he there horses, and chariots, agdeat
host: and they came by night, and surrounded ttye ci
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®SWhen the servant of the man of the Mighty One e rearly, and gone forth,
behold, a host with horses and chariots was rounauathe city. His servant said to him,
"Alas, my master! What shall we do%?"*He answered, "Don't be afraid; for those who
are with us are more than those who are with thefrt’Elisha prayed, and said,
"Yahweh, Please open his eyes, that he may selbweYaopened the eyes of the young
man; and he saw: and, behold, the mountain wafullorses and chariots of fire round
about Elisha.

®1%When they came down to him, "Elisha prayed to Yhhesmed said, 'Please smite this
people with blindness.”™ He struck them with bliesth according to the word of Elisha.
®1°Elisha said to them, "This is not the way, neitisethis the city: follow me, and | will
bring you to the man whom you seek." He led the@®hmmron %It happened, when
they were come into Shomron, that Elisha said, {iv&ih open the eyes of these men, that
they may see." Yahweh opened their eyes, and #veyand, behold, they were in the
midst of Shomron.

®21The king of Yisra'el said to Elisha, when he saswth"My father, shall | strike them?
Shall I strike them?®#He answered, "You shall not strike them: would swike those
whom you have taken captive with your sword antd woiur bow? Set bread and water
before them, that they may eat and drink, and gineir master."®**He prepared great
provision for them; and when they had eaten anchkirlne sent them away, and they
went to their master. The bands of Aram came n@nmo the land of Yisra'el.

Pray To Yahweh Only, Not To Anyone Else

6:17-20 show that it is to Yahweh that Elisha pchyde did not pray to another mighty one, but
only to Yahweh. Likewise, all servants of Yahwelowld serve Yahweh wholeheartedly, and
pray only to Yahweh, and not to another mighty one.

Have Great Faith In Yahweh

It is evident from Elisha's communication to Yahwiblt he had great faith in Yahweh. For
when he prayed to Yahweh that Yahweh undertaketeplar action, Yahweh indeed undertook
that action. Following Elisha's example, we shdikewise have great faith in Yahweh, a faith
paralleling that Elisha had.

How did Elisha come to acquire this great degfdaith?

Yahweh Protects His Servants

It is evident from this account that Yahweh indgedvided protection to his servant Elisha,
protection against even human armies! Such thahwime human army of Aram surrounded the
city Elisha resided in, and thought to take himtiv@p Yahweh's angelic army had already
surrounded Elisha and accorded him due proteclibete was therefore no way the Arammian
army was going to succeed in its mission of captuklisha, for Yahweh protected him!

Likewise, Yahweh accords due protection to hisvaats. And when they need due
protection, Yahweh's servants should pray to hinttiat protection, even invisible but very real
protection.

48



Prayer

CHIZKIYAHU KING OF YAHUDAH

The King Of Ashshur Attacks Yahudah In ChizkiyahuBme

2 Melakhim (Kings) 18:1-19:37; Yeshayahu (Isaia6)1337:38; 2 Divre Hayamim (Chronicles)

32:1-23 reads,
18INow it happened in the third year of Hoshea sonEt#fh king of Yisra'el, that
Chizkiyahu the son of Achaz king of Yahudah begaeign.'®“He was twenty-five years
old when he began to reign; and he reigned twentg-gears in Yerushalayim: and his
mother's name was Avi the daughter of Zekharytde did that which was right in the
eyes of Yahweh, according to all that David hitéathad done*®**He removed the high
places, and broke the pillars, and cut down theefsh: and he broke in pieces the
brazen serpent that Moshe had made; for to thoss tize children of Yisra'el did burn
incense to it; and he called it NechushtdirHe trusted in Yahweh, the Mighty One of
Yisra'el; so that after him was none like him amatighe kings of Yahudah, nor among
them that were before him®°For he joined with Yahweh; he didn't depart from
following him, but kept his commandments, which wéth commanded Moshe.
18 7yahweh was with him; wherever he went forth hepgesd: and he rebelled against
the king of Ashshur, and didn't serve hith®He struck the Pelishtim to “Aza and the
borders of it, from the tower of the watchmen ®@fibrtified city.
%9t happened in the fourth year of king Chizkiyalich was the seventh year of
Hoshea son of Elah king of Yisra'el, that Shalmser'&ing of Ashshur came up against
Shomron, and besieged it:'°At the end of three years they took it: in thehsiyear of
Chizkiyahu, which was the ninth year of Hoshea lohgisra'el, Shomron was taken.
181 The king of Ashshur carried Yisra'el away to Ashshuand put them in Chalach,
and on the Chavor, the river of Gozan, and in thities of the Madai**%ecause they
didn't obey the voice of Yahweh their Mighty Onajtiiransgressed his covenant, even
all that Moshe the servant of Yahweh commanded, anlild not hear it, nor do it
%3N ow in the fourteenth year of king Chizkiyahu dash@eriv king of Ashshur come up
against all the fortified cities of Yahudah, andkdahem!®*‘Chizkiyahu king of Yahudah
sent to the king of Ashshur to Lakhish, sayinghaVe offended; return from me: that
which you put on me will | bear." The king of Aslrshppointed to Chizkiyahu king of
Yahudah three hundred talents of silver and thiaents of gold!®**Chizkiyahu gave
him all the silver that was found in the house @fweh, and in the treasures of the king's
house.'®°At that time did Chizkiyahu cut off the gold frone oors of the temple of
Yahweh, and from the pillars which Chizkiyahu kofigrahudah had overlaid, and gave
it to the king of Ashshur.
1%1The king of Ashshur sent Tartan and Rav-Saris aiRakeh from Lakhish to king
Chizkiyahu with a great army to Yerushalayim. Thveyt up and came to Yerushalayim.
When they were come up, they came and stood lmptiiit of the upper pool, which is
in the highway of the fuller's field®*®When they had called to the king, there came out
to them Elyakim the son of Chilkiyah, who was dber household, and Shebnah the
Sofer, and Yo'ach the son of Asaf the recorféfRavshakeh said to them, "Say you now
to Chizkiyahu, Thus says the great king, the kingstshur, 'What confidence is this in
which you trust?**°vou say (but they are but vain words), There isseliand strength
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for the war. Now on whom do you trust, that youehsabelled against me?**'Now,
behold, you trust on the staff of this bruised remeen on Mitzrayim; whereon if a man
lean, it will go into his hand, and pierce it: soRPar oh king of Mitzrayim to all who trust
on him.*®#But if you tell me, "We trust in Yahweh our MigBtye"; isn't that he whose
high places and whose altars Chizkiyahu has takesyaand has said to Yahudah and to
Yerushalayim, "You shall worship before this altalYerushalayim?*®**Now therefore,
Please give pledges to my master the king of Ashahd | will give you two thousand
horses, if you be able on your part to set ridenstioem."®?*How then can you turn
away the face of one captain of the least of myteniasservants, and put your trust on
Mitzrayim for chariots and for horsemert??>Am | now come up without Yahweh
against this place to destroy it? Yahweh said to'l@® up against this land, and destroy
it.""

182°Then said Elyakim the son of Chilkiyah, and Shepiaid Yo'ach, to Ravshakeh,
"Please speak to your servants in the Arammian dagg; for we understand it: and
don't speak with us in the Yahudim' language, endhrs of the people who are on the
wall." **¥But Ravshakeh said to them, "Has my master seribrmeur master, and to
you, to speak these words? Hasn't he sent me tmémewho sit on the wall, to eat their
own dung, and to drink their own urine with you?"

182%Then Ravshakeh stood, and cried with a loud voicthé Yahudim' language, and
spoke, saying, "Hear you the word of the great kihg king of Ashshut®?*Thus says
the king, 'Don't let Chizkiyahu deceive you; forvié not be able to deliver you out of
my hand:***"heither let Chizkiyahu make you trust in Yahwelyjrgg "Yahweh will
surely deliver us, and this city shall not be giweto the hand of the king of Ashshur.™
1831pon't listen to Chizkiyahu: for thus says the kirigAshshur, ‘"Make your shalom with
me, and come out to me; and eat you everyone ofifres and everyone of his fig-tree,
and everyone drink the waters of his own cistéfri?Until | come and take you away to
a land like your own land, a land of grain and neime, a land of bread and vineyards, a
land of olive-trees and of honey, that you may, laed not die: and don't listen to
Chizkiyahu, when he persuades you, saying, "Yahmiletieliver us."****Has any of the
mighty ones of the nations ever delivered his lamidof the hand of the king of Ashshur?
183%Where are the mighty ones of Chamat, and of Arp&tiere are the mighty ones of
Sefarvayim, of Hena, and “lvvah? Have they deliv&eomron out of my hand?*Who
are they among all the mighty ones of the countttest have delivered their country out
of my hand, that Yahweh should deliver Yerushalayimnof my hand?"***®8But the
people held their shalom, and answered him not edwimr the king's commandment
was, saying, "Don't answer him:**"Then came Elyakim the son of Chilkiyah, who was
over the household, and Shevna the Sofer, and lYd'®cson of Asaf the recorder, to
Chizkiyahu with their clothes torn, and told hine thords of Ravshakenh.

11t happened, when king Chizkiyahu heard it, thattére his clothes, and covered
himself with sackcloth, and went into the hous¥atfweh**He sent Elyakim, who was
over the household, and Shevna the Sofer, andakenin of the Kohanim, covered with
sackcloth, to Yesha'yahu the prophet the son oftAfidThey said to him, "Thus says
Chizkiyahu, 'This day is a day of trouble, andeifuke, and of rejection; for the children
are come to the birth, and there is not strengthbriag forth.**“It may be Yahweh your
Mighty One will hear all the words of Ravshakehpmhthe king of Ashshur his master
has sent to defy the living Mighty One, and wilbuke the words which Yahweh your
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Mighty One has heard: why - lift up your prayer tbe remnant that is left.***So the
servants of king Chizkiyahu came to Yesha'yahu.

19%yesha'yahu said to them, "Thus shall you tell yoaster, Thus says Yahweh, '‘Don't
be afraid of the words that you have heard, whetethie servants of the king of Ashshur
have blasphemed m&:’Behold, | will put a spirit in him, and he shalldrenews, and
shall return to his own land; and | will cause htmfall by the sword in his own land.
19850 Ravshakeh returned, and found the king of Ashering against Livna; for he
had heard that he was departed from Lakhish.

\When he heard say of Tirhakah king of Kush, "Behuidis come out to fight against
you," he sent messengers again to Chizkiyahu, gayin®Thus shall you speak to
Chizkiyahu king of Yahudah, saying, 'Don't let yddighty One in whom you trust
deceive you, saying, "Yerushalayim shall not besrgiinto the hand of the king of
Ashshur."**Behold, you have heard what the kings of Ashshue ld@ne to all lands,
by destroying them utterly: and shall you be detde °*Have the mighty ones of the
nations delivered them, which my fathers have dgstt, Gozan, and Charan, and
Retzef, and the children of "Eden that were in a&e?'**Where is the king of Chamat,
and the king of Arpad, and the king of the citySefarvayim, of Hena, and “lvvah?™
191Chizkiyahu received the letter from the hand of essengers, and read it; and
Chizkiyahu went up to the house of Yahweh, anddptdefore Yahweh.

1915Chizkiyahu prayed before Yahweh, and said, "YahwehMighty One of Yisra'el,
who sits above the Keruvim, you are the Mighty @men you alone, of all the kingdoms
of the earth; you have made Heaven and eafttfincline your ear, Yahweh, and hear;
open your eyes, Yahweh, and see; and hear the vadr@ancheriv, wherewith he has
sent him to defy the living Mighty Orié’Of a truth, Yahweh, the kings of Ashshur have
laid waste the nations and their land§®*and have cast their mighty ones into the fire;
for they were no mighty ones, but the work of meateds, wood and stone; therefore
they have destroyed thefi**Now therefore, Yahweh our Mighty One, save yol loesg
you, out of his hand, that all the kingdoms of ¢heth may know that you Yahweh are
Mighty One alone.”

1929Then Yesha'yahu the son of Amotz sent to Chizkigalying, "Thus says Yahweh,
the Mighty One of Yisra'el, 'Whereas you have piageme against Sancheriv king of
Ashshur, | have heard yot??'This is the word that Yahweh has spoken concetmimg
"The virgin daughter of Tzion has despised you langhed you to scorn; the daughter
of Yerushalayim has shaken her head at ybifAWhom have you defied and
blasphemed? And against whom have you exaltedymoe and lifted up your eyes on
high? Even against the Holy One of Yisra'@/"By your messengers you have defied the
Sovereign, and have said, 'With the multitude ofchariots am | come up to the height
of the mountains, to the innermost parts of Levaaod | will cut down the tall cedars of
it, and the choice fir-trees of it; and | will emtato his farthest lodging-place, the forest
of his fruitful field.***1 have dug and drunk strange waters, and with tile ef my feet
will 1 dry up all the rivers of Mitzrayim***Haven't you heard how | have done it long
ago, and formed it of ancient times? Now have | bght it to pass, that it should be
yours to lay waste fortified cities into_ruinous_hps.'*?*Therefore their_inhabitants
were of small power, they were dismayed and confied they were as the grass of the
field, and as the green herb, as the grass on tloei$etops, and as grain blasted before
it is grown up “*“'But | know your sitting down, and your going outda/our coming in,

51



Prayer

and your raging against mé?“®Because of your raging against me, and because your
arrogance is come up into my ears, therefore wplut my hook in your nose, and my
bridle in your lips, and | will turn you back byehway by which you came-***This
shall be the sign to you: You shall eat this yésat twhich grows of itself, and in the
second year that which springs of the same; artterthird year sow you, and reap, and
plant vineyards, and eat the fruit of #£°The remnant that has escaped of the house of
Yahudah shall again take root downward, and bearitfupward. ***For out of
Yerushalayim shall go forth a remnant, and out ount Tzion those who shall escape:
the zeal of Yahweh shall perform thi$**Therefore thus says Yahweh concerning the
king of Ashshur, "He shall not come to this citgt shoot an arrow there, neither shall
he come before it with shield, nor cast up a moagdinst it.'****By the way that he
came, by the same shall he return, and he shallcoate to this city, says Yahweh.
193%For | will defend this city to save it, for my owake, and for my servant David's
sake.""

1933t happened that night that the angel of Yahweht ienth, and struck in the camp of
the Ashshur one hundred eighty-five thousand: @mehwnen arose early in the morning,
behold, these were all dead bodi€s:°So Sancheriv king of Ashshur departed, and went
and returned, and lived at Ninevefi*It happened, as he was worshipping in the house
of Nisrokh his mighty one, that Adrammelekh andeBaar struck him with the sword:
and they escaped into the land of Ararat. Esar-Cloadhis son reigned in his place.

Yahweh Prospers The Ways Of His Faithful Servants

18:1-8 testifies, through Chizkiyahu's life, thahem one serves Yahweh faithfully, Yahweh
prospers the ways of that one.

Why Yisrael Was Sent Into Captivity

18:12 gives the reason for Yisrael's captivity. yr@&n't obey the voice of Yahweh their Mighty
One, but transgressed his covenant, even all tioshMthe servant of Yahweh commanded, and
would not hear it, nor do it.

To avoid living our lives devoid of Yahweh's prdien, a life similar to that lived by
these rebellious Yisraelites, we need to avoidniistakes these rebellious Yisraelites made. We
should wholly obey the voice of Yahweh our Mightn& We should abide by all of Yahweh's
righteous laws, and should be glad to hear andheletlaws.

Seeing that Elisha had Yahweh's protection, adee¢ed by Yahweh's invisible army
protecting him when the Arammian army came to a&ptum, it should be clear that Elisha
faithfully served Yahweh. Elisha obeyed Yahweh'st#pand abided by Yahweh's covenant,
even all that Moshe the servant of Yahweh commanded

We should follow Elisha's example, rather tharn tiaebellious Yisrael.

The King Of Ashshur Did Not Understand Yahweh AnaMveh's Ways

18:22 shows that the king of Ashshur, through hessengers, did not really understand who
Yahweh was, or Yahweh's ways. For he equated thshipof Yahweh with the several high
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places and altars scattered throughout Yahudahtibgieople used in worship. The high places
and altars that Chizkiyahu destroyed, as seen 1@

Devarim (Deuteronomy) 12 clearly outlines Yahwettenmand to his people Yisrael
regarding the manner they were to worship him r@diggrhigh places and altars. He specifically
prohibited them from worshipping him in the mantigat the nations they were dispossessing
worshipped their mighty ones - in any location tsaeémed right to them. Yahweh specifically
commanded Yisrael to worship him at the place tlemtwas to choose out of all the tribes of
Yisrael, to place his name there. It was to theeelthat Yisrael was to offer sacrifice to him, and
not at any geographical locality that seemed appatsto them.

Therefore, in the king of Ashshur equating the sty of Yahweh with the scattered
high places and altars all over the land of Yahudehmanifested his ignorance with respect to
the worship of Yahweh.

The King Of Ashshur Was An Enemy Of Yahweh

18:30 shows that the king of Ashshur, through argant Ravshakeh, was an enemy of Yahweh!
For he sought to remove the Yahudim's trust in Yathwyet Yahweh the Mighty One, the
Creator, desires that all of us fully trust in him.

The King Of Ashshur Ridiculed Yahweh

18:33-35 shows that the king of Ashshur equatedwésthwith the mighty ones of the various
nations that he had conquered. He thought that ¥ahwas as worthless a mighty one as the
mighty ones of the nations that he had conquered.

The King Of Ashshur Arrogantly Elevated Himself Tbhe Position Of A Mighty
One

Also, 18:28-35 documents the proposal the king stighur put before the people of Yahudah. If
they were prepared to abandon trusting in Yahwed,teust instead in the king of Ashshur, he
would preserve their lives and reward them withperty in another land. But if they continued

to trust in Yahweh he would kill them. In other wer the king of Ashshur elevated himself to
the category of a mighty one, and sought to digp¥ehweh as the mighty one of the people of
Yahudah!

Those among the people of Yahudah who knew Yahwedrds clearly knew the treachery that

lay in the words of the king of Ashshur, treachagainst Yahweh the Mighty One. They also
knew that anyone who abandons Yahweh the Mighty fon@another mighty one deserves to

die, for such a one has broken faith with Yahweh!

The King Of Ashshur Defied The Living Mighty One

19:4 shows that Chizkiyahu clearly understood thpart of the words of the king of Ashshur
that Ravshakeh spoke on his behalf. The king ofsAshwas defying the living Mighty One,
and not some dead idols taken to be mighty ones.
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It Was Yeshayahu's Duty, As Prophet, To Pray Fore'Reople

That Chizkiyahu sent his servants, and the Zakegfithe Kohanim, to Yeshayahu the prophet
that the latter pray for the remnant of Yisraelwhdhat it was indeed the duty of Yahweh's
prophet to pray for the people. The Zakenim of &a$runderstood that it is indeed a prophet's
duty to pray for the people, as even Shemuel exgpdain his time, as already seen above. For it
is sin for a prophet of Yahweh not to pray for gemple.

Ridiculing Yahweh Is Blasphemy Against Yahweh
19:6 shows Yahweh describing the king of Ashshaiediant words against Yahweh as

blasphemy against Yahweh! In other words, whenhmtitles Yahweh, equating him with what
are not mighty ones, belittling his power and adtiiosuch a one blasphemes Yahweh!

Penalty For Blasphemy Against Yahweh
19:7 shows the penalty of those who blaspheme Yahwieath!

The King Of Ashshur Accused Yahweh Of Deception

19:10 shows that on top of his blasphemy againstwwéh, the king of Ashshur further accused
Yahweh of deception - deception regarding the ¢htéerushalayim with respect to the king of
Ashshur's war campaign.

Do such foul-mouthed men expect to survive, esfigcin consideration that their foul
mouths are directed at none other than HaElyonwéakTzvaot, the Mighty One of mighty
ones, the only Mighty One?

Death! Death! Death to such foul mouthed men!

The King Of Ashshur Repeated His Blasphemy And Refte Against Yahweh

19:11-13 shows the king of Ashshur again repeahigy blasphemy and defiance against
Yahweh, belittling Yahweh and equating him with therthless mighty ones of the nations that
he had conquered.

Seek Yahweh's Guidance When Faced With Difficulty

19:14-15 show that when Chizkiyahu was faced withffcult situation he went, in prayer, to
Yahweh with that difficult situation, and recountiédo Yahweh. Likewise, when we encounter
difficult situations in our lives, we should go Wahweh, in prayer, and relate to him those
difficult situations that he may show us what to do

Yahweh Responds To Our Prayers In The Manner He Gkes

19:20 shows Yahweh's answer to Chizkiyahu through pnophet Yeshayahu. He did not
respond directly to Chizkiyahu, but chose to dolsough his servant Yeshayahu.
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We should therefore note that it is Yahweh's pyatioe to respond to us in whatever
manner he chooses to, or not to respond to u$ atlz¢ so chooses. He is Yahweh, the Mighty
One, and we are just his servants. He is the dinggtes what to do, not we telling him what to
do. We are simply to do as he tells us.

Be Alert To Yahweh's Communication In Whatever MaeanHe Chooses

In the context of receiving prayer responses froahweh, we should be alert to receiving

Yahweh's response in whatever manner Yahweh chdosesnd us his response. If Yahweh

chooses to respond he may do so through a sertaig. ©r he may do so through some other
manner that he surely knows his message will réadntended recipient. We should therefore

be alert to receiving Yahweh's responses in whatsanner Yahweh chooses to send us his
responses.

Chizkiyahu's Prayer To Yahweh

Seeing that Yahweh confirmed that he had heardk@faiau's prayer against Sancheriv king of
Ashshur, it is important to note the contents oiizKigahu's prayer against Sancheriv.

19:16 shows that Chizkiyahu acknowledged beforenwéh Sancheriv's defiant
behaviour against Yahweh.

19:18 shows that idols are just the work of méwaiads, and therefore are not mighty
ones.

19:19 shows that Chizkiyahu begged Yahweh forad@ma from the hand for Sancheriv,
for the purpose of glorifying Yahweh's name - thththe kingdoms of the earth may know that
Yahweh, alone, is the Mighty One.

Chizkiyahu's Sought Yahweh's Deliverance To Glori§ahweh's Name

Because the reason Chizkiyahu gave Yahweh fordgsiast for salvation from the hand of
Sancheriv was for the glorification of Yahweh's mamather than any comparative righteousness
of the people of Yahudah versus the people of AghsYiahweh responded. In other words,
when an action for which Yahweh's action is soughto glorify Yahweh's name, especially
among a wide group of human beings, the likelih@abdahweh responding in the manner
requested is heightened.

Yahweh's Encapsulation Of Sancheriv's Sins

19:22 encapsulates, in Yahweh's words, Sanchesins Sancheriv defied and blasphemed
Yahweh. Sancheriv exalted his voice and lifted igpdyes on high against Yahweh, the Holy
One of Yisrael.

Why Sancheriv Gained Victory Over Many Nations

19:25-26 explains why Sancheriv attained his corggevictories over the nations that he
subdued. It was all Yahweh's plan, planned frororay Itime prior to its occurrence, planned
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from ancient times. What was happening by the ledrsncheriv was merely the realisation of
what Yahweh had already planned from ancient times!

Why Major Geopolitical Events Occur In The Mannerhkt They Do

In this there is a lesson for us. When we see qudati nations rise up and become powerful,
overawing all before them, it is not because thaeeicular nations suddenly rose up of their
own power. It was all planned a long time ago bywah, from ancient times, for Yahweh's
own purposes! In other words, the significant gditipal events that we see being played out
right before our eyes are all in Yahweh's contral averall plan.

The particular players in geopolitical events maot realise that they are just mere
instruments bringing about the realisation of egeyviahweh planned a long time ago, from
ancient times, especially if these players areathegant type. Nevertheless, whether or not they
realise this fact, this is indeed the case.

Therefore we, as servants of Yahweh, should indeedgnise and realise that all the
major, including, minor, events that take placethe world are under Yahweh's control and
authority. No single leader or power will arise katt it having been planned a long time ago,
from ancient times. The powers of today are sinmmpdgruments for bringing about Yahweh will
in geopolitical events at a particular point in¢im

Servants Of Yahweh Should Not Be Overawed By Anyntéun Power

Also, learning from Chizkiyahu and Yahudah's cagse,should not fear any human power, no
matter how powerful that power is. For it cannanst against Yahweh the Mighty One. If a
power defies and blasphemes Yahweh the Mighty @wen a power that Yahweh the Mighty
One had intended to act as an instrument in brgnglbout plans he set in place a long time ago,
in ancient times, that power will not stand. Forhwah will indeed abase it, and another will
take its place!

It is Yahweh the Mighty One that we all ought &byron and place our complete and full
trust and confidence in.

Pray According To Yahweh's Will

We should also note that for Yahweh to responditopoayers we must indeed pray according to
his will.

For example, if he had purposed from a long tirge, drom ancient times, to give a
particular domain over to a particular person avghe, and we find that circumstances place us
in a path opposed to this particular person or |geape ought to be careful in the manner we
approach Yahweh in such a matter. For where itigswhll to hand over that domain to this
person, and yet we pray that Yahweh refrain fromdiay over that domain to this person,
because he find ourselves opposed to this persenwil find ourselves praying against
Yahweh's willl For Yahweh's will in that matter, pposed from ancient times, is to hand over
that domain to that person.
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Seek Yahweh's Will And Act Within It

It is therefore prudent for us, whenever faced vatisituation whereby we do not know the
outcome, to seek Yahweh's will in the matter. leksgg Yahweh's will in the matter we should
already set it to heart to do our part to realisdweh's will, and to avoid attempting to thwart
Yahweh's will in any manner. Then when we pray thiahweh's will be done, and Yahweh
shows us that he requires us to act in a mannemtahought he could not possibly ask us to
act, we simply forsake our will and do Yahweh'sI\vBlut if we persist in our will, and simply
expect Yahweh to ratify our will, even when ourlvsl contrary to his, we will not succeed in
our undertaking!

An example of such a case happened historicalgr éifie time of Chizkiyahu. One of
Chizkiyahu's successors as king of Yahudah was iyalsh. Yoshiyahu was largely faithful to
Yahweh. Nevertheless a time came when Yahweh hgabped to give the king of Mitzrayim
victory over a people with whom Yoshiyahu was fdbn Yoshiyahu therefore sought to fight
on the side of his friends, and against the kinylozrayim. Yahweh even warned Yoshiyahu to
keep off that particular battle, warning him not dyrophet known to Yoshiyahu, but by the
king of Mitzrayim himself. But Yoshiyahu placed hsll before that of Yahweh in this matter,
because he thought that fighting with his friendswa that case more important that the
realisation of Yahweh's will, even when againstahparent interests of his friend. The outcome
of the matter was that Yahweh's will did not chaegen by one iota. The king of Mitzrayim
duly attained his victory over Yoshiyahu's friedshd more, Yoshiyahu lost his life in the battle,
for he did not heed Yahweh's warning to him bykimg of Mitzrayim!

2 Divre Hayamim (Chronicles) 35:20-27 reads,

%2%fter all this, when Yoshiyahu had prepared theplemNekho king of Mitzrayim

went up to fight against Karkemish by the Peratd afoshiyahu went out against him.

¥21Byt he sent ambassadors to him, saying, "What hagedo with you, you king of

Yahudah? | come not against you this day, but ajahe house wherewith | have war;

and the Mighty One has commanded me to make Hasberar you from meddling with

the Mighty One, who is with me, that he not desyoy." *>***Nevertheless Yoshiyahu
would not turn his face from him, but disguiseddaif) that he might fight with him, and
didn't listen to the words of Nekho from the manitthe Mighty One, and came to fight
in the valley of Megiddd>?*The archers shot at king Yoshiyahu; and the kirig &ahis

servants, "Have me away; for | am sore woundéd?So his servants took him out of
the chariot, and put him in the second chariot theg had, and brought him to

Yerushalayim; and he died, and was buried in tmeb® of his fathers. All Yahudah and

Yerushalayim mourned for Yoshiyalti>>Yirmeyahu lamented for Yoshiyahu: and all

the singing men and singing women spoke of Yoshiyatheir lamentations to this day;

and they made them an ordinance in Yisra'el: anehold, they are written in the
lamentations®>**Now the rest of the acts of Yoshiyahu, and his gteedls, according to
that which is written in the law of Yahwehf?’and his acts, first and last, behold, they
are written in the book of the kings of Yisra'etlafahudah.

Do Not Trust In Your Past Righteousness

It should therefore be clear to us that Yahwehlkisvsupreme! It should also be clear to us that
we must all abide by Yahweh's will if we are togde Yahweh! We should not trust in our past
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righteousness, thinking that our past righteousnd$stand us in good stead when we set about
ignoring Yahweh's will in a particular matter! No!

Our past righteousness does not count for mudh negpect to our future conduct. Each
situation that we face must be faced in applicabbryahweh's word. If we reject Yahweh's
word, relying on our past righteousness to stanth g®od stead, then we are duly mistaken, as
clearly shown in Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 33.

Yechezkel (Ezekiel) 33:12-20 reads,

3312%you, son of man, tell the children of your peopl€he righteousness of the

righteous shall not deliver him in the day of hisisbedience; and as for the

wickedness of the wicked, he shall not fall thereioythe day that he turns from his
wickedness; neither shall he who is righteous bdeatp live thereby in the day that he
sins” ***When | tell the righteous, that he shall surelyejivf he trust to his
righteousness, and commit iniquity, none of hiftegus deeds shall be remembered; but
in his iniquity that he has committed, therein st die.***Again, when | say to the
wicked, 'You shall surely die'; if he turns frons kin, and does that which is lawful and
right; *9f the wicked restores the pledge, gives again thich he had taken by
robbery, walks in the statutes of life, committhayiniquity; he shall surely live, he shall
not die.**"®one of his sins that he has committed shall beenelbered against him: he
has done that which is lawful and right; he shaitedy live.***"Yet the children of your
people say, 'The way of the Sovereign is not egbat' as for them, their way is not
equal. *%When the righteous turns from his righteousnessl, @mmits iniquity, he

shall even die thereiri”**When the wicked turns from his wickedness, and s

which is lawful and right, he shall live thereby?%Yet you say, 'The way of the

Sovereign is not equal.' House of Yisra'el, | jmtilge you everyone after his ways.

It should therefore be clear to us that Yahweh'® isupreme. Therefore, in prayer, it is
Yahweh's will that we should seek, seeking it idesrto abide by it. And whatever Yahweh
shows us we ought to do, that is what we oughbtoadhether or not it was initially our will. In
other words, it is not our will that ought to bengo but Yahweh's will that ought to be done, and
will indeed eventually be done!

Chizkiyahu's Sickness To Death

2 Melakhim (Kings) 20:1-11; Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 38:feads,

2*YIn those days was Chizkiyahu sick to death. Yeaha'the prophet the son of Amotz
came to him, and said to him, "Thus says Yahwehyt&r house in order: for you shall
die, and not live."***Then he turned his face to the wall, and prayedabweh, saying,
203'Remember_now, Yahweh, | beg you, how | have walkedfore you in truth and
with a perfect heart, and have done that which isagl in your sight' Chizkiyahu wept
sore. %It happened, before Yesha'yahu was gone out imtartiddle part of the city,
that the word of Yahweh came to him, sayffig;Turn back, and tell Chizkiyahu the
prince of my people, 'Thus says Yahweh, the Mi@mty of David your father, | have
heard your prayer, | have seen your tears: behbldill heal you; on the third day you
shall go up to the house of Yahwéh’l will add to your days fifteen years; and | will
deliver you and this city out of the hand of thegkof Ashshur; and | will defend this city
for my own sake, and for my servant David's sak&’Yesha'yahu said, "Take a cake of
figs." They took and laid it on the boil, and hecaeered.?*Chizkiyahu said to
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Yesha'yahu, "What shall be the sign that Yahwelhhe#dl me, and that | shall go up to
the house of Yahweh the third day?®Yesha'yahu said, "This shall be the sign to you
from Yahweh, that Yahweh will do the thing thathlas spoken: shall the shadow go
forward ten steps, or go back ten step$?“Chizkiyahu answered, "It is a light thing for
the shadow to decline ten steps: nay, but let tlteew return backward ten steps.”
20llyesha’yahu the prophet cried to Yahweh: and he dghbthe shadow ten steps
backward, by which it had gone down on the dighchaz.

Acknowledge Yahweh's Power Over Life

20:1-3 shows that when Yahweh had informed Chizkiyséhat the latter would die of his
sickness, Chizkiyahu begged Yahweh in prayer anepwmg that he might continue to live. He
acknowledged Yahweh's power over life, understandimat Yahweh can both cut short a
person's life, and also lengthen it.

The Basis Of Chizkiyahu's Request To Yahweh

The basis of Chizkiyahu's request to Yahweh, thahweh listens to his plea, lay in his
unwavering faithfulness to Yahweh.

This time Chizkiyahu was not pleading to Yahwehdotion on a ground involved with
the glorification of Yahweh's name, as was the aaslee matter of Sancheriv. This time it was a
simple plea of a faithful servant of Yahweh, askimgcompassion and mercy.

Chizkiyahu's Prayer Moved Yahweh To Show Him Compias

20:4-5 shows that Yahweh heard Chizkiyahu's prayaiweh was moved to show compassion
on Chizkiyahu by his pleading prayer and his sead. Yahweh therefore undertook to heal
Chizkiyahu.

Yahweh's Eyes And Ears Are Open To The Prayers @4 Haithful Servants

It should therefore be noted that there are timesnathe actions of Yahweh's faithful servants
can move Yahweh to act on their behalf, even whahwéh had initially indicated that a
contrary action would take place. In other wordahWeh's ears are not shut, nor are his eyes
closed, to the prayer of his faithful servants. rEéf@e, on occasion, when his faithful servants
pray to him for action in a particular manner, exan action that Yahweh himself had not
purposed to do, he sometimes hears the pleadiygnsraf his faithful servants, and graciously
acts according to their petition.

Yahweh Is Merciful And Compassionate

We can therefore petition Yahweh to act accordangur will, provided our will is not contrary
to Yahweh's will. If we are faithful servants okhit is not unlikely that he will hear our pleas
and cries to him, and respond to them. Yahwehigeiful and compassionate Mighty One!
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Yahweh Sometimes Extends The Lives Of His Faith8drvants

20:6 shows that not only did Yahweh undertake tal lighizkiyahu of his sickness, he also
undertook to add 15 years to Chizkiyahu's life! dtier words, the days that Yahweh had
initially allotted to Chizkiyahu had already readh@eir number, explaining Chizkiyahu's illness
near unto death. But because Chizkiyahu's pleadiethércy, on account of his faithfulness to
Yahweh, Yahweh added 15 years to his life!

It should therefore be noted that when servantgabfweh are sick near unto death on
certain occasions, it may actually be the casetkizayears Yahweh allotted to them for life have
reached their number. Nevertheless, this need acothb end of the matter. For if it is not
contrary to Yahweh's will that these faithful sergmof Yahweh continue living, Yahweh can
indeed extend their lives. Therefore, in such cagethe sick servants of Yahweh desire to
continue living, they can plead in prayer to Yahwieh his mercy. And the compassionate
Yahweh is likely to hear their pleadings in prayer, his eyes see and his ears hear the plight of
his faithful servants. Yahweh is likely to extemeit lives by whatever years he decides.

Why Yahweh Sometimes Does Not Heal His Servants

It should also be noted that if Yahweh does not Baah prayers from his faithful servants, then
it is indeed the case that it is his will that tadaithful servants of his die at the allotted tifoe
the them to die. If they do not die at the allottieak it would be contrary to Yahweh's will.

A Time When Yahweh DID NOT HEAR Yah'shuah's Prayer

For example, in the case of Yah'shuah the Mes¥iah'shuah prayed to Yahweh that if it was
possible the death he was about to go throughfteel lup from him, and Yahweh's purpose be
accomplished in a different manner. Neverthelessy'shuah was also careful to preface his
prayer with the statement - "not my will, by youlne done." In other words, Yah'shuah, the most
faithful servant of Yahweh, subjugated his will Yahweh's. And in this case Yahweh did not
hear Yah'shuah's prayer. For Yahweh did not liftthat excruciatingly painful death from
Yah'shuah, but had Yah'shuah undergo that deatfadtherefore the case that Yah'shuah had to
die at that precise time for Yahweh's will to prévaAnd Yahweh's will prevailed, and
Yah'shuah died at the appointed time.
Mattityahu (Matthew) 26:36-46 reads,
203%Then Yah'shuah came with them to a place calledSBamanim, and said to his
disciples,"Sit here, while | go there and pray***"He took with him Kefa and the two
sons of Zavdai, and began to be sorrowful and sdyeroubled.?®**Then he said to
them,"My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to deathy $iere, and watch with me."
203%He went forward a little, fell on his face, and peal, saying,;' My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass away from me; neverleg| not what | want, but what you
want" “***He came to the disciples, and found them sleepind,said to Kefa What,
couldn't you watch with me for one hof#*Watch and pray, that you not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but thesh is weak.“®**?Again, a second time
he went away, and prayed, sayiri¢yly Father, if this cup can't pass away from me,
unless | drink _it, yvour will be don¢ ****He came again and found them sleeping, for
their eyes were heav§? *He left them again, went away, and prayed a thireet saying
the same word$%*°Then he came to his disciples, and said to th&meep on now, and
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take your rest. Behold, the hour is at hand, areSbn of Man is betrayed into the hands
of sinners?®*®Arise, let us be going. Behold, he who betrayssa hand."

Live And Die According To Yahweh's Will

Therefore, faithful servants of Yahweh must leaonlive or die by Yahweh's will. When
Yahweh wills that they die at a particular pointtime, they should accept Yahweh's will and
prepare themselves for death. But if it is not camtto Yahweh's will that they die not at the
time originally appointed for them to die, they qalead with Yahweh for an extension to their
lives, if they so desire. And Yahweh is likely tean their pleading prayers, and allot more years
to their lives.

May Yahweh's will be done in our lives.

Yahweh Is Gracious And Merciful

2 Divre Hayamim (Chronicles) 30:1-27 reads,
3%IChizkiyahu sent to all Yisra'el and Yahudah, andtewetters also to Efrayim and
Menashshe, that they should come to the househwefaat Yerushalayim, to keep the
Pesach to Yahweh, the Mighty One of Yisrd’&For the king had taken counsel, and his
princes, and all the assembly in Yerushalayim,gepkthe Pesach in the second month.
*3For they could not keep it at that time, because Kohanim had not sanctified
themselves in sufficient number, neither had thapleegathered themselves together to
Yerushalayim®*“The thing was right in the eyes of the king andlbthe assembly.
3030 they established a decree to make proclamatimughout all Yisra'el, from Be'er-
Sheva even to Dan, that they should come to keePdbach to Yahweh, the Mighty One
of Yisra'el, at Yerushalayim: for they had not ket great numbers in such sort as it is
written.
30%30 the posts went with the letters from the kind) kg princes throughout all Yisra'el
and Yahudah, and according to the commandmenteokitiy, saying, "You children of
Yisra'el, turn again to Yahweh, the Mighty One afaham, Yitzchak, and Yisra'el, that
he may return to the remnant that have escapedwofout of the hand of the kings of
Ashshur.**'Don't be you like your fathers, and like your by who trespassed
against Yahweh, the Mighty One of their fathersthed he gave them up to desolation,
as you see€’”®Now don't you be stiff-necked, as your fathers waueyield yourselves to
Yahweh, and enter into his sanctuary, which hedamstified forever, and serve Yahweh
your Mighty One, that his fierce anger may turn gviem you>*“For if you turn again
to Yahweh, your brothers and your children shaibfcompassion before those who led
them captive, and shall come again into this lafa: Yahweh your Mighty One is
gracious and merciful, and will not turn away hasé from you, if you return to him."
%0190 the posts passed from city to city through thentry of Efrayim and Menashshe,
even to Zevulun: but they laughed them to scord, mocked thent®'Nevertheless
certain men of Asher and Menashshe and of Zevulambled themselves, and came to
Yerushalayim**?Also on Yahudah came the hand of the Mighty Orgévi® them one
heart, to do the commandment of the king and ofptireces by the word of Yahweh.
301%There assembled at Yerushalayim many people to tkeefeast of matzah in the
second month, a very great assembly.
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301%They arose and took away the altars that were imudtelayim, and all the altars for

incense took they away, and cast them into thekokidron. ****Then they killed the

Pesach on the fourteenth day of the second monthttee Kohanim and the Levites were

ashamed, and sanctified themselves, and broughtt bofferings into the house of

Yahweh3**®They stood in their place after their order, acdogito the law of Moshe

the man of the Mighty One: the Kohanim sprinkleel blood that they received of the

hand of the Levites®'For there were many in the assembly who had nottiad
themselves: therefore the Levites had the chargkllofg the Pesachim for everyone
who was not clean, to sanctify them to YahweHFor a multitude of the people, even
many of Efrayim and Menashshe, Yissakhar and Zeyblad not cleansed themselves,
yet did they eat the Pesach otherwise than it item: For Chizkiyahu had prayed for
them, saying, "The good Yahweh pardon everyollé®who sets his heart to seek the

Mighty One, Yahweh, the Mighty One of his fathethiough not cleansed according to

the purification of the sanctuary.%“%Yahweh listened to Chizkiyahu, and healed the

people

*"“The children of Yisra'el who were present at Yealssfim kept the feast of matzah

seven days with great gladness; and the Levitesdlam#&ohanim praised Yahweh day by

day, singing with loud instruments to Yahw&tf°Chizkiyahu spoke comfortably to all
the Levites who had good understanding in the serof Yahweh. So they ate throughout
the feast for the seven days, offering sacrifidgseace-offerings, and making confession
to Yahweh, the Mighty One of their fathef§>The whole assembly took counsel to keep
other seven days; and they kept other seven dasglgidness®>*“For Chizkiyahu king

of Yahudah did give to the assembly for offerings thousand bulls and seven thousand

sheep; and the princes gave to the assembly a dhdusulls and ten thousand sheep:

and a great number of Kohanim sanctified themseR/&3All the assembly of Yahudah,
with the Kohanim and the Levites, and all the asdgmho came out of Yisra'el, and the
sojourners who came out of the land of Yisra'eld arho lived in Yahudah, rejoiced.

30650 there was great joy in Yerushalayim; for sirlve time of Shelomo the son of

David king of Yisra'el there was not the like imghalayim.>*?*Then the Kohanim the

Levites arose and blessed the people: and thegevaias heard, and their prayer came

up to his holy habitation, even to Heaven.

30:17-20 shows that there were many people, inetpuciany of Efrayim, Menashshe, Yissakhar
and Zevulun, who had not cleansed themselves aogotd the commandment of Yahweh's
Pesach. Nevertheless, they ate Yahweh's PesaclChtzikiyahu prayed for them, that they be
forgiven their transgression. For they had setrthearts to seek Yahweh the Mighty One, the
Mighty One of their fathers, though they were nietaosed according to the purification of the
sanctuary.

Yahweh listened to Chizkiyahu's prayer, and hedlssl people who had not been
appropriately cleansed.

That Yahweh listened to Chizkiyahu's prayer, fargg the unwitting sin of the people,
and allowing them to partake of his Pesach, shtvasYahweh is indeed merciful. For Yahweh
looked on the hearts of these people, and sawhbwgtdid set their hearts to seek him.

By healing them Yahweh made them clean, for pweposf the purification of the
sanctuary.
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Yahweh's Commands Have Priorities Of Importance

This action of Yahweh shows that his various conusdmave priorities of importance. It is more
important to set one's heart to seek Yahweh, anduswittingly, than to comply with a
command of Yahweh yet not truly setting one's heladeek Yahweh. In other words, servants
of Yahweh must truly seek him wholeheartedly, andall of Yahweh's commands that they are
aware of. As they continue to seek Yahweh they iwillue course learn of the rest of Yahweh's
commands, facilitating their doing these commarsithay become aware of them.

Yahweh Is Merciful To The Humble

2 Divre Hayamim (Chronicles) 33:1-20 reads,
¥3IMenashshe was twelve years old when he began do;rand he reigned fifty-five
years in Yerushalayin>“He did that which was evil in the sight of Yahweter the
abominations of the nations whom Yahweh cast doté¢he children of Yisra'ef>*For
he built again the high places which Chizkiyahu faither had broken down; and he
reared up altars for the Ba'alim, and made Asheanit worshipped all the host of the
sky, and served therft.*He built altars in the house of Yahweh, whereofwé&thsaid,
"In Yerushalayim shall my name be forevér:"He built altars for all the host of the sky
in the two courts of the house of YahwéliHe also made his children to pass through
the fire in the valley of the son of Hinnom; and pactised sorcery, and used
enchantments, and practised sorcery, and dealt thitse who had familiar spirits, and
with wizards: he worked much evil in the sight ahWeh, to provoke him to anger.
*3He set the engraved image of the idol, which herhade, in the house of the Mighty
One, of which the Mighty One said to David andhel8mo his son lfi this house, and
in_Yerushalayim, which | have chosen out of all thteibes of Yisra'el, will | put my
name forever:**“neither will | any more remove the foot of Yisra'élom off the land
which | have appointed for your fathers, if only 8y will observe to do all that | have
commanded them, even all the law_and the statutesl ahe ordinances given by
Moshe" ***Menashshe seduced Yahudah and the inhabitantsrohéayim, so that
they did evil more than did the nations whom Yahudestroyed before the children of
Yisra'el.
331%ahweh spoke to Menashshe, and to his peoplehbutgave no heed*Therefore
Yahweh brought on them the captains of the hoshefking of Ashshur, who took
Menashshe in chains, and bound him with fetterd,@mried him to Bavef**4When he
was in distress, he begged Yahweh his Mighty Ome humbled himself greatly before
the Mighty One of his fathers:>**He prayed to him; and he was entreated of him, and
heard his supplication, and brought him again to hshalayim into his kingdom.
Then Menashshe knew that Yahweh he was the MightyeO
*31Now after this he built an outer wall to the citiy@avid, on the west side of Gichon,
in the valley, even to the entrance at the fiskegahd he compassed "Ofel about with it,
and raised it up to a very great height: and he paliant captains in all the fortified
cities of Yahudah®*'*He took away the foreign mighty ones, and the ldl of the
house of Yahweh, and all the altars that he hatt buthe mount of the house of Yahweh,
and in Yerushalayim, and cast them out of the &it§fHe built up the altar of Yahweh,
and offered thereon sacrifices of peace-offeringd af thanksgiving, and commanded
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Yahudah to serve Yahweh, the Mighty One of Yisr&élNevertheless the people
sacrificed still in the high places, but only tohviaeh their Mighty One.
3318\ ow the rest of the acts of Menashshe, and hisepray his Mighty One, and the
words of the seers who spoke to him in the nam&biveh, the Mighty One of Yisra'el,
behold, they are written among the acts of theimigYisra'el>***His prayer also, and
how the Mighty One was entreated of him, and alldm and his trespass, and the places
in which he built high places, and set up the Ashemnd the engraved images, before he
humbled himself: behold, they are written in thetdry of Hozai **°So Menashshe slept
with his fathers, and they buried him in his owmu$eE and Amon his son reigned in his
place.
33:12-13 shows that Yahweh is indeed merciful, Herforgave Menashshe of all his sins and
great abominations. For when Menashshe was inedstrand humbled himself, and sought
Yahweh in prayer, Yahweh restored Menashshe bahlstkingdom in Yerushalayim. Then did
Menashshe acknowledge that Yahweh was indeed thktiOne.
Servants of Yahweh should strive to always remtaumble, abiding by Yahweh's
commands. They should not allow their hearts tdifted up in pride, causing them not to be
fully submissive to Yahweh.
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YESHAYAHU THE PROPHET

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 1:1-20 reads,
YIThe vision of Yesha'yahu the son of Amotz, whickakeconcerning Yahudah and
Yerushalayim, in the days of "Uzziyah, Yotam, Acirad Chizkiyahu, kings of Yahudabh.
Y?Hear, heavens,
And listen, eretz; for Yahweh has spoken:
I have nourished and brought up children,
And they have rebelled against me.
*The ox knows his owner,
And the donkey his master's crib;
But Yisra'el doesn't know,
My people don't consider.
Y4Ah sinful nation,
A people laden with iniquity,
A seed of evil-doers,
Children who deal corruptly!
They have forsaken Yahweh.
They have despised the Holy One of Yisra'el.
They are estranged and backward.
>Why should you be beaten more,
That you revolt more and more?
The whole head is sick,
And the whole heart faint.
®From the sole of the foot even to the head theme isoundness in it:
Wounds, welts, and open sores.
They haven't been closed, neither bandaged, nesthethed with oil.
YYour country is desolate.
Your cities are burned with fire.
Strangers devour your land in your presence,
And it is desolate,
As overthrown by strangers.
®The daughter of Tziyon is left as a booth in ayame,
As a lodge in a garden of cucumbers,
As a besieged city.
Unless Yahweh Tzva'ot had left to us a very sreaihant,
We would have been as Sedom;
We would have been like "Amorah.
11%ear the word of Yahweh, you rulers of Sedom.
Listen to the Torah of our Mighty One, you peopl& émorah.
“Mwhat are the multitude of your sacrifices to magssYahweh.
I have had enough of the burnt offerings of rams,
And the fat of fed animals.
| don't delight in the blood of bulls,
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Or of lambs,

Or of male goats.

12N hen you come to appear before me,

Who has required this at your hand, to trample oyrts?

Y13Bring no morevain offerings

Incense is an abomination to me;

New moons, Shabbatot, and convocations:

| can't bear withevil assemblies

1My soul hates your New Moons and your appointestfeshey are a trouble to me; |
am weary of bearing themf®When you spread forth your hands, | will hide my ey
from you; ves, when you make many prayers, | withtrhear: your hands are full of
blood **®*Wash yourselves, make you clean; put away the efilour doings from
before my eyes: cease to do evil/learn to do well; seek justice, relieve the oppeds
judge the fatherless, plead for the widoWw“Come now, and let us reason together, says
Yahweh: though your sins be as scarlet, they dt&akhs white as snow; though they be
red like crimson, they shall be as wobl’If you are willing and obedient, you shall eat
the good of the land**but if you refuse and rebel, you shall be devourdth the
sword; for the mouth of Yahweh has spoken it.

Yahweh Does Not Hear The Prayers Of Unrepentant isns

1:15 shows that Yahweh would not hear the manygusathat the Yahudim would make. Why?

1:2 shows that the Yahudim, Yahweh's children, tedelled against him.

1:3-4 shows that the Yahudim, Yisraelites, werdusj laden with iniquity, evil doers,
and dealt corruptly. They forsook and despised Yahwhe Holy One of Yisrael, and became
estranged and backward.

1:15 shows that the reason Yahweh would not Hresar prayers was because their hands
were full of blood - murder!

1:16-17 shows Yahweh urging the Yisraelites towdgemselves, to make themselves
clean, by putting away the evil of their doingsnfrefore his eyes, by ceasing to do evil. And
by learning to do well, seeking justice, relievitite oppressed, judging the fatherless and
pleading for the widow.

In other words, to be heard by Yahweh in praye&e onust cease to do evil and do
righteousness.

Yahweh Does Not Hear The Prayers Of The Proud

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 16:6-14 reads,

1%%e have heard of the pride of Mo'av, that he iy ypeoud; even of his arrogance, and
his pride, and his wrath; his boastings are nothifity Therefore shall Mo'av wail for
Mo'av, everyone shall wail: for the raisin-cakeskof-Hareset shall you mourn, utterly
stricken.'®®For the fields of Heshbon languish, and the vinSigfnah; the sovereigns of
the nations have broken down the choice branchets which reached even to Ya zer,
which wandered into the wilderness; its shoots vepread abroad, they passed over the
sea.'®*Therefore | will weep with the weeping of Ya'zertfe vine of Sivmah; | will
water you with my tears, Heshbon, and El'aleh:doryour summer fruits and on your
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harvest the battle shout is fallelf:'°Gladness is taken away, and joy out of the fruitful
field; and in the vineyards there shall be no smggineither joyful noise: nobody shall
tread out wine in the presses; | have made thegmshout to ceas& *Why my heart
sounds like a lyre for Mo'av, and my inward paus Kir-Heres. '**4t shall happen,
when Mo'av presents himself, when he wearies hiraeehe high place, and shall come
to his sanctuary to pray, that he shall not prevéif°This is the word that Yahweh spoke
concerning Mo'av in time past®*“But now Yahweh has spoken, saying, "Within three
years, as the years of a hireling, the glory of &ashall be brought into contempt, with
all his great multitude; and the remnant shall lseywsmall and of no account.”
16:12 shows that even though Moav would go intoshisctuary and pray, he would not prevail,
implying that his prayer would not to be heard hWeh.
Why?
16:6 shows that Moav was to be proud, very prandgant and boastful.
In other words, Yahweh does not hear the prayethase who are proud, arrogant or
boastful. Implying that for Yahweh to hear our mesy we must indeed avoid these traits, and
put on humility.

Chizkiyahu's Prayer After His Recovery

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 38:9-20 reads,
%89The writing of Chizkiyahu king of Yahudah, whernae been sick, and was recovered
of his sickness.
%819 said, In the noontide of my days I shall go itite gates of She'ol:
| am deprived of the residue of my years
%Y said, | shall not see Yah, Yah in the land oflitieg:
| shall see man no more with the inhabitants ofvtloed.
%8:12\y dwelling is removed, and is carried away fromase shepherd's tent:
I have rolled up, like a weaver, my life; he wilitene off from the loom:
From day even to night will you make an end of me.
3819 quieted myself until morning; as a lion, so hediks all my bones:
From day even to night will you make an end of me.
3814 jke a swallow or a crane, so did | chatter;
| did moan as a dove; my eyes fail with looking aulyv
Sovereign, | am oppressed, be you my collateral.
3813Vhat shall | say? He has both spoken to me, arfthkelone it:
| shall go softly all my years because of the bittss of my soul.
38:1850vereign, by these things men live;
Wholly therein is the life of my spirit:
Why - recover you me, and make me to live.
%8:17Behold, it was for my shalom that | had great bitess:
But you have in love to my soul delivered it fréwa pit of corruption;
For you have cast all my sins behind your back.
3818 or She'ol can't praise you, death can't celebrageu:
Those who go down into the pit can't hope for yamuth.
%81%The living, the living, he shall praise you, as bdhis day:
The father to the children shall make known youruth.
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38:2%vahweh is ready to save me:
Therefore we will sing my songs with stringed imstents
All the days of our life in the house of Yahweh.
Chizkiyahu's prayer after his recovery when he leeh sick near unto death.

The Futility And Folly Of Praying To Idols

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 44:6-28 reads,
“*®Thus says Yahweh, the King of Yisra'el, and hisBeeér, Yahweh Tzva'ot: "l am the
first, and | am the last; and besides me theredidvlighty One**"Who, as I, shall call,
and shall declare it, and set it in order for m&ce | established the ancient people?
And the things that are coming, and that shall lEapget them declaré”°Don't fear,
neither be afraid: haven't | declared to you of,cdthd showed it? You are my witnesses.
Is there a Mighty One besides me? Indeed, thametid don't know any Rock.
“*Those who fashion an engraved image are all afitlranity; and the things that they
delight in shall not profit; and their own witnessdon't see, nor know: that they may be
put to shame!**%Who has fashioned a mighty one, or molten an inthaeis profitable
for nothing?***'Behold, all his fellows shall be put to shame; #mel workmen, they are
of men: let them all be gathered together, let tlsgamd up; they shall fear, they shall be
put to shame togethef**The smith makes an ax, and works in the coalsfastdons it
with hammers, and works it with his strong arm:,yesis hungry, and his strength fails;
he drinks no water, and is fairit:**The carpenter stretches out a line; he marks it out
with a pencil; he shapes it with planes, and he ksat out with the compasses, and
shapes it after the figure of a man, accordingh® beauty of a man, to dwell in a house.
e cuts down cedars for himself, and takes theesgand the oak, and strengthens
for himself one among the trees of the forest: Inatp a fir-tree, and the rain nourishes
it. “***Then shall it be for a man to burn; and he takei,aind warms himself; yes, he
kindles it, and bakes bread: yes, he makes a mmyingy and worships it; he makes it an
engraved image, and falls down to’ft'®He burns part of it in the fire; with part of it he
eats flesh; he roasts roast, and is satisfied; yeswarms himself, and says, 'Aha, | am
warm, | have seen the fire"**"The residue of it he makes a mighty one, even his
engraved image; he falls down to it and worshipg] prays to it, and says, 'Deliver me;
for you are my mighty one.'
#1%They don't know, neither do they consider: foihlas shut their eyes, that they can't
see; and their hearts, that they can't understdfid™None calls to mind, neither is there
knowledge nor understanding to say, 'l have bunpad of it in the fire; yes, also | have
baked bread on the coals of it; | have roastedhflerd eaten it: and shall | make the
residue of it an abomination? Shall | fall downtte stock of a tree?***He feeds on
ashes; a deceived heart has turned him aside; andalm't deliver his soul, nor say, 'Is
there not a lie in my right hand?'
“2hpemember these things, Ya'akov, and Yisra'el;yfar are my servant: | have
formed you; you are my servant: Yisra'el, you shall be forgotten by mé*?4 have
blotted out, as a thick cloud, your transgressicaisi, as a cloud, your sins: return to
me; for | have redeemed yoli**Sing, you heavens, for Yahweh has done it; shout, y
lower parts of the eretz; break forth into singizygu mountains, O forest, and every tree
therein: for Yahweh has redeemed Ya akov, andglitify himself in Yisra'el."
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42 Thus says Yahweh, your Redeemer, and he who formettom the womb: "I am
Yahweh, who makes all things; who stretches fdnth heavens alone; who spreads
abroad the eretz (who is with me?:*Wwho frustrates the signs of the liars, and makes
diviners mad; who turns wise men backward, and sakeir knowledge foolish;
“28yho confirms the word of his servant, and perfotires counsel of his messengers;
who says of Yerushalayim, 'She shall be inhabitat} of the cities of Yahudah, 'They
shall be built, and | will raise up the waste plaag it'’; ***who says to the deep, 'Be dry,
and | will dry up your rivers'**?®*Who says of Koresh, 'He is my shepherd, and shall
perform all my pleasure, even saying of YerushalayShe shall be built"; and of the
temple, "Your foundation shall be laid."™

Yahweh clearly shows the futility and folly of piag to idols, and of his unchallenged

greatness. Praise Yahweh!

Yahweh - Alone - Is The Mighty One

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 45:14-25 reads,
#>14Thus says Yahweh: "The labor of Mitzrayim, andrtteechandise of Kush, and the
Seva'im, men of stature, shall come over to yod,thry shall be yours. They shall go
after you. In chains they shall come over; and thlesll fall down to you. They shall
make supplication to you: 'Surely the Mighty Onigou; and there is none else, there
is no other mighty oné>*Most assuredly you are a Mighty One who hid yotirske
Mighty One of Yisra'el, the Savior.'
"41°They shall be put to shame, yes, confounded, allhef; they shall go into
confusion together who are makers of iddfs.But Yisra'el shall be saved by Yahweh
with an everlasting salvation: you shall not be patshame nor confounded world
without end.***®For thus says Yahweh who created the heavens, itjetyMOne who
formed the eretz and made it, who establisheddtdidn't create it a waste, who formed
it to be inhabited: 'l am Yahweh; and there is me @lse?>9 have not spoken in secret,
in a place of the land of darkness; | didn't saythie seed of Ya'akov, Seek you me in
vain: |, Yahweh, speak righteousness, | declaragthithat are right.*>*°Assemble
yourselves and come; draw near together, you whe lescaped from the nations: they
have no knowledge who carry the wood of their evgglaimage, and pray to a mighty
one that can't save'>*'Declare you, and bring it forth; yes, let them tat®unsel
together: who has showed this from ancient time® W4s declared it of old? Haven't I,
Yahweh? And there is no Mighty One else besideanust Mighty One and a Savior;
there is no one besides nM&%1.ook to me, and be you saved, all the ends ofréte; dor
| am the Mighty One, and there is none ef$é°By myself have | sworn, the word is
gone forth from my mouth in righteousness, and shabt return, that to me every knee
shall_bow, every tongue shall sweaf>**Only in Yahweh, it is said of me, is
righteousness and strength; even to him shall memec and all those who were
incensed against him shall be put to shaffélIn Yahweh shall all the seed of Yisra'el
be justified, and shall glory.™

Yahweh, through his judgements, will indeed shoat tie Yahweh, alone, is the Mighty One,

and that idols are not mighty ones. Only Yahwehu&hde prayed to, being the only Mighty

One.
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Yahweh's House Of Prayer For All Peoples

Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 56:1-8 reads,
*%!Thus says Yahweh, "Keep you justice, and do rigistezss; for my yeshu'ah is near
to come, and my righteousness to be reveafé@lessed is the man who does this, and
the son of man who holds it fast; who keeps thélsdtdrom profaning it, and keeps his
hand from doing any evit®*Neither let the foreigner, who has joined himselfahweh,
speak, saying, 'Yahweh will surely separate me f@rpeople’; neither let the eunuch
say, 'Behold, | am a dry tree®“For thus says Yahweh of the eunuchs who keep my
Shabbatot, and choose the things that please ntehald fast my covenamt®“To them
will 1 give in my house and within my walls a meraloband a name better than of sons
and of daughters; | will give them an everlastirare, that shall not be cut off:°Also
the foreigners who join themselves to Yahweh, toster to him, and to love the name of
Yahweh, to be his servants, everyone who kee@hthigbat from profaning it, and holds
fast my covenanf®’even them will | bring to my holy mountain, and ettiem joyful in
my house of prayertheir burnt offerings and their sacrifices shaké accepted on my
altar; for my house shall be called a_house of prayer fit peoples>**The Sovereign
Yahweh, who gathers the outcasts of Yisra'el, s&t, will 1 gather others to him,
besides his own who are gathered.™
56:7 shows that Yahweh's house is a house of praybouse of prayer for all peoples, both
Yisraelites and non-Yisraelites.
To be brought into Yahweh's house one must kesicguand do righteousness, as 56:1
shows.
56:2 shows that keeping justice and doing righteess includes keeping the Shabbat
from profaning it, and keeping one's hands froomdainy evil.
56:4 shows that it includes doing the things tphktase Yahweh, and holding fast
Yahweh's covenant - the Ten Commandments.
56:6 shows that it includes joining oneself to Weh, to minister to him, to love the
name of Yahweh, and to be Yahweh's servant.
By doing all these things will Yahweh indeed brimgjto his house of prayer, a house of
prayer for all peoples.
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YIRMEYAHU THE PROPHET

When Yahweh Does Not Hear The Prayers Of His ProgghEor His People

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 7:16, 1-20 reads,
"IThe word that came to Yirmeyahu from Yahweh, sayifigtand in the gate of
Yahweh's house, and proclaim there this word, aayd $1ear the word of Yahweh, all
you of Yahudah, who enter in at these gates tohimrgahweh.*Thus says Yahweh-
Tzva'ot, the Mighty One of Yisra'el, Amend yoursaayd your doings, and | will cause
you to dwell in this place’“Don't you trust in lying words, saying, "The temple
Yahweh, the temple of Yahweh, the temple of Yalarethese.”°For if you thoroughly
amend your ways and your doings; if you thorougidgcute justice between a man and
his neighbor;’®if you don't oppress the sojourner, the fatherlessj the widow, and
don't shed innocent blood in this place, neithetkvedter other mighty ones to your own
hurt: “"then will I cause you to dwell in this place, i tland that | gave to your fathers,
from of old even forevermore.
"#Behold, you trust in lying words, that can't pitof °Will you steal, murder, and
commit adultery, and swear falsely, and burn ineets Ba'al, and walk after other
mighty ones that you have not knowfand come and stand before me in this house,
which is called by my name, and say, "We are ded’e that you may do all these
abominations?*!Is this house, which is called by my name, becomtenaof robbers in
your eyes? Behold, |, even |, have seen it, sapisvaéta’?But go you now to my place
which was in Shiloh, where | caused my name tol dwéhe first, and see what | did to it
for the wickedness of my people Yisra'el.
"13Now, because you have done all these works, sdysetia and | spoke to you, rising
up early and speaking, but you didn't hear; andalled you, but you didn't answer:
"Htherefore will | do to the house which is calledrby name, in which you trust, and to
the place which | gave to you and to your fathass| did to Shiloh’** will cast you out
of my sight, as | have cast out all your brothengen the whole seed of Efrayim.
"™Therefore don't you pray for this people, neithdift up a cry nor prayer for them,
neither make intercession to me: for | will not hegou. “*'Don't you see what they do
in the cities of Yahudah and in the streets of 3teatayim? **The children gather wood,
and the fathers kindle the fire, and the women #ntb@ dough, to make cakes to the
gueen of the sky, and to pour out drink-offeringother mighty ones, that they may
provoke me to angef**Do they provoke me to anger? says Yahweh; do tbiegrovoke
themselves, to the confusion of their own fac&SPherefore thus says the Sovereign
Yahweh: Behold, my anger and my wrath shall be g@wut on this place, on man, and
on animal, and on the trees of the field, and anfthit of the ground; and it shall burn,
and shall not be quenched."”

7:16 shows that there are circumstances when Yallwves not hear the prayers of his prophets

when these pray for his people.
The reason why Yahweh commanded Yirmeyahu notdg for his people Yahudah was

because Yahudah was committing evil and had netnksl to his entreaties to repent of the evil

committed. And Yahweh had thereby decided to puvisiudah for the evil it was committing.
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In such circumstances, when the people have fioseepent, and Yahweh has decreed
his punishment on the people for their refusalédpent, it is not for the prophet to continue
praying for the people. For Yahweh will not listemthat prophet, seeing that he has already
pronounced judgement on the people, after havimgngihem opportunity to repent.

When Yahweh's Servants Are To Pray For The People

It therefore appears that the time for Yahweh'ppets to pray for his people is prior to Yahweh
pronouncing his judgement on his people for thefinsal to repent. In other words, if the people
are living evil lives, and the period in which these living in is one when Yahweh is still giving
them time to repent, then Yahweh's prophets oughtontinue praying for them. But once
Yahweh has pronounced his judgement on the peopléhéir works of evil, because they have
refused to repent, despite having been given tordotso, then there is no longer any point for
Yahweh's prophets to continue praying for such educh people have to bear their own sin.

When Yahweh's Servants Are Not To Pray For The Pkeop

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 11:1-14 reads,

"1The word that came to Yirmeyahu from Yahweh, sayirtHear you the words of

this covenant, and speak to the men of Yahudahtatige inhabitants of Yerushalayim;

13and say you to them, 'Thus says Yahweh, the M@heyof Yisra'el: Cursed be the
man who doesn't hear the words of this coverfafitvhich | commanded your fathers in
the day that | brought them forth out of the larfdvbtzrayim, out of the iron furnace,
saying, "Obey my voice, and do them, accordinglliteviaich | command you: so shall
you be my people, and | will be your Mighty OHéthat | may establish the oath which |
swore to your fathers, to give them a land flowirith milk and honey, as at this day.""
Then answered |, and said, "Amen, Yahweh."
% ahweh said to me, "Proclaim all these words in ¢hies of Yahudah, and in the
streets of Yerushalayim, saying, 'Hear you the waotl this covenant, and do them.
For | earnestly protested to your fathers in theydhat | brought them up out of the
land of Mitzrayim, even to this day, rising earlydaprotesting, saying, "Obey my voice."
8yet they didn't obey, nor turn their ear, but walleveryone in the stubbornness of
their evil heart: therefore | brought on them akliet words of this covenant, which |
commanded them to do, but they didn't do them.™
19%ahweh said to me, "A conspiracy is found amongrbe of Yahudah, and among
the inhabitants of Yerushalayim''°They are turned back to the iniquities of their
forefathers, who refused to hear my words; and #reygone after other mighty ones to
serve them: the house of Yisra'el and the houséabfidah have broken my covenant
which | made with their fathers:*'Therefore thus says Yahweh, Behold, | will bring
evil on them, which they shall not be able to eseaand they shall cry to me, but | will
not listen to them “*“Then shall the cities of Yahudah and the inhabitant
Yerushalayim go and cry to mighty ones to whicly thiéer incense: but they will not
save them at all in the time of their troubté’®For according to the number of your
cities are your mighty ones, Yahudah; and accordimghe number of the streets of
Yerushalayim have you set up altars to the shantieifulj, even altars to burn incense to
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Ba'al. "*"**Therefore don't you pray for this people, neitheftlup cry nor prayer for

them; for | will not hear them in the time that thecry to me because of their troubte
Once Yahweh has pronounced his judgement upon thbheerefuse to hear his voice, despite
having given them sufficient opportunity for them repent of their evil ways and to hear his
voice, Yahweh's prophets are not to pray for suebpfe. For once Yahweh has passed his
judgement after due time accorded for repentan@wéh's judgement stands. And human
prayer does not change or alter Yahweh's judgemesnich circumstances.

It therefore appears that the time Yahweh's prisplee to pray for errant people is prior
to Yahweh's judgement being pronounced upon théen tifey have been accorded due time to
repent of their evil ways.

Once Yahweh's Judgement Is Pronounced

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 14:1-16 reads,
4IThe word of Yahweh that came to Yirmeyahu conogrtiie drought!*?Yahudah
mourns, and the gates of it languish, they sit laclk on the ground; and the cry of
Yerushalayim is gone up’*Their nobles send their little ones to the watéhgy come
to the cisterns, and find no water; they returnhwitheir vessels empty; they are put to
shame and confounded, and cover their heddi®Because of the ground which is
cracked, because no rain has been in the landplinemen are put to shame, they cover
their heads.***Yes, the hind also in the field calves, and forsdker young, because
there is no grass:*°The wild donkeys stand on the bare heights, they foa air like
jackals; their eyes fail, because there is no hgeha
“Though our iniquities testify against us, work youyour name's sake, Yahweh; for
our backslidings are many; we have sinned agaiost ¥"®You hope of Yisra'el, the
Savior of it in the time of trouble, why should yamias a sojourner in the land, and as a
wayfaring man who turns aside to stay for a nightWhy should you be like a scared
man, as a mighty man who can't save? Yet you, Yatare in the midst of us, and we
are called by your name; don't leave us.
141%Thys says Yahweh to this people, "Even so havediegt to wander; they have not
refrained their feet: therefore Yahweh does noeptthem; now will he remember their
iniquity, and visit their sins."
“4lyahweh said to meDbn't pray for this people for their good:***When they fast, |
will not hear their cry; and when they offer burmffering and meal-offering, | will not
accept them; but | will consume them by the swosehd by the famine, and by the
pestilence' ***Then said |, "Ah, Sovereign Yahweh! Behold, thelpets tell them, "You
shall not see the sword, neither shall you havarfanbut | will give you assured shalom
in this place.”
141Then Yahweh said to me, "The prophets prophesinliey name; | didn't send them,
neither have | commanded them, neither spoke hemt they prophesy to you a lying
vision, and divination, and a thing of nothing, atlte deceit of their own heart.
4 15Therefore thus says Yahweh concerning the proptissprophesy in my name, and
| didn't send them, yet they say, 'Sword and famsival not be in this land." By sword
and famine shall those prophets be consum&fThe people to whom they prophesy
shall be cast out in the streets of Yerushalayinabse of the famine and the sword; and
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they shall have none to bury them - them, theiesyiwor their sons, nor their daughters:

for | will pour their wickedness on them."
It is again evident that once Yahweh has pronoumiggudgement upon a people he has given
due time to repent of their errant ways, that judget of his stands. At that stage his prophets
should not pray for such people, for Yahweh will fisten to such prayers. Also, even if the
errant people then decide to pray and fast, afierdetermination of their fate, that prayer and
fasting is worthless. Yahweh will not hear it, noitl he take action to revoke his judgement
upon them.

When To Repent

It therefore appears that the time for taking detgoa to repent is prior to Yahweh pronouncing
judgement on one. Prior to this time one's repestaprayers and fasts count. But after the
allotted time for repentance one's repentancegpsagnd fasts do not count. After such due time
Yahweh's prophets should not pray for such pedyehe may show due mercy upon them. For
he already gave the people an opportunity for belayvn mercy, an opportunity they rejected!

Yirmeyahu's Letter To The Captives Of Yahudah At\Bx

Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 29:1-14 reads,
2%INow these are the words of the letter that Yirmayahe prophet sent from
Yerushalayim to the residue of the Zakenim of #pgiaty, and to the Kohanim, and to
the prophets, and to all the people, whom Nevukéiatiar had carried away captive
from Yerushalayim to Bavel!“(after that Yekhonyah the king, and the queen-mothe
and the eunuchs, and the princes of Yahudah angsialayim, and the craftsmen, and
the smiths, were departed from Yerushalayifipy the hand of El'asah the son of
Shafan, and Gemaryah the son of Chilkiyah, (whomkiyahu king of Yahudah sent to
Bavel to Nevukhadnetztzar king of Bavel,) sayffg:Thus says Yahweh-Tzva'ot, the
Mighty One of Yisra'el, to all the captivity, whdnhave caused to be carried away
captive from Yerushalayim to Bavét:°Build you houses, and dwell in them; and plant
gardens, and eat the fruit of theM®Take you wives, and father sons and daughters; and
take wives for your sons, and give your daughtersusbands, that they may bear sons
and daughters; and multiply you there, and don'dbeinished?*’Seek the shalom of
the city where | have caused you to be carried awaptive, and pray to Yahweh for it;
for in_the shalom of it shall you have shalam”®For thus says Yahweh-Tzva'ot, the
Mighty One of Yisra'el: 'Don't let your prophets avare in the midst of you, and your
diviners, deceive you; neither listen you to yorgaisns which you cause to be dreamed.
2%9For they prophesy falsely to you in my name: | hawge sent them, says Yahweh.
2*1%0r thus says Yahweh, After seventy years are gusitad for Bavel, | will visit
you, and perform my good word toward you, in cagispou to return to this place.
2*UEor | know the thoughts that | think toward youysa‘ahweh, thoughts of shalom,
and not of evil, to give you hope in your lattedef?*You shall call on me, and you
shall go and pray to me, and | will listen to yot’"*ou shall seek me, and find me,
when you shall search for me with all your_heat?' will be found of you, says
Yahweh, and | will turn again your captivity, andwill gather you from all the nations,
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and from all the places wither | have driven youays Yahweh: and | will bring you
again to the place whence | caused you to be cat@svay captive'

Long-Term Captives Should Pray For The Welfare Ohd Land Of Their

Captivity

29:7 shows that once Yahweh has executed his jueigteom his people to send them to slavery
amongst another nation or group of nations, aneérdened that they remain there for an
extended period of time, his people should simglyept their fate in the land of their captivity,
and pray for the welfare of the land of their caipyi For the welfare of his people is then tied to
the welfare of the land of their captivity, as th&yl still be dwelling there for an extended
period of time.

Yahweh's Command To Yisrael Applicable In The Pras&ime

29:11-14 is applicable for the period just priottiie return of Yah'shuah the Messiah, just prior
to the remnant of Yisrael then living being restbte their own land, the period of time we are
currently living in.

Yahweh is currently thinking of Yisrael thoughtisshalom, to give Yisrael hope.

What Yisraelites Should Now Do

It is now time for Yisraelites, wherever they apatsered amongst the nations of the world, to
call on Yahweh. It is now time to pray to YahwemdAYahweh will indeed hear the prayer of
Yisrael, the prayers of Yisraelites scattered thhmut the world among the nations that Yahweh
has scattered them in. And Yahweh has already geahthat he will indeed hear this prayer of
Yisrael, these prayers that these latter day Ylisesescattered amongst the nations of the world
pray to him.

It is now time for Yisraelites scattered throughthe entire world to seek Yahweh. It is
time for them to find Yahweh. And they will indeédd Yahweh, when they seek him with all
their heart - faithfully and wholeheartedly.

What Yahweh Is About To Do For Yisrael

And once found by them, Yahweh will indeed turniagheir captivity, and will gather them
from all the nations, from all the places wherehhs driven them. And Yahweh will bring them
back to the place from which he had caused thetpete@arried captive - their own land of
Yisrael, the land of Promise.

Yisraelites currently living, scattered amongsttiaé nations of the world, should now
realise that their time of restoration is comeislnow time to return to Yahweh, seeking him
wholeheartedly, in order to find him, and reap appiate blessings from him!

Prophecy Shortly To Be Fulfilled
Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 32:6-44 reads,
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%2%irmeyahu said, "The word of Yahweh came to méngay "Behold, Chanam'el the
son of Shallum your uncle shall come to you, sayiBgy you my field that is in "Anatot;
for the right of redemption is yours to buy it.***So Chanam'el my uncle's son came to
me in the court of the guard according to the wofdrahweh, and said to me, "Please
buy my field that is in "Anatot, which is in thendaof Binyamin; for the right of
inheritance is yours, and the redemption is youmsy it for yourself." Then | knew that
this was the word of Yahwel:®| bought the field that was in *Anatot of Chanan'si
uncle's son, and weighed him the money, even severghekels of silver**q
subscribed the deed, and sealed it, and calledes#tes, and weighed him the money in
the balances®**'So | took the deed of the purchase, both that whiels sealed,
according to the law and custom, and that which waen:***%and | delivered the deed
of the purchase to Barukh the son of Neriyah, trecf Mechaseyah, in the presence of
Chanam'el my uncle's son, and in the presenceeofvitnesses who subscribed the deed
of the purchase, before all the Yahudim who s#téncourt of the guard.

3219 charged Barukh before them, saying;*Thus says Yahweh-Tzva'ot, the Mighty
One of Yisra'el: 'Take these deeds, this deedeptirchase which is sealed, and this
deed which is open, and put them in an eartheneljegsat they may continue many
days."***%For thus says Yahweh-Tzva'ot, the Mighty One a®"ils Houses and fields
and vineyards shall yet again be bought in thigllan

321%ow after | had delivered the deed of the purchtasBarukh the son of Neriyah, |
prayed to Yahweh, sayind®'™Ah Sovereign Yahweh! Behold, you have made the
heavens and the earth by your great power and hy ywotstretched arm; there is
nothing too hard for you**%who show lovingkindness to thousands, and reconepiies
iniquity of the fathers into the bosom of theirldren after them; the great, the powerful
Mighty One, Yahweh-Tzva'ot is his nanie'“great in counsel, and mighty in work;
whose eyes are open on all the ways of the som&iof to give everyone according to his
ways, and according to the fruit of his doing$*who did set signs and wonders in the
land of Mitzrayim, even to this day, both in Yistand among other men; and made you
a name, as at this day*?'and did bring forth your people Yisra'el out of tlaad of
Mitzrayim with signs, and with wonders, and withsaong hand, and with an
outstretched arm, and with great terrof“’and gave them this land, which you did
swear to their fathers to give them, a land flowiwigh milk and honey***%and they
came in, and possessed it, but they didn't obey woige, neither walked in your law;
they have done nothing of all that you commandethtto do: therefore you have caused
all this evil to come on theri-*Behold, the mounds, they are come to the cityk® ita
and the city is given into the hand of the Kasdiho light against it, because of the
sword, and of the famine, and of the pestilence; @hat you have spoken is happened;
and, behold, you see £%*You have said to me, Sovereign Yahweh, 'Buy ydietddor
money, and call withesses; whereas the city isgi® the hand of the Kasdim.™
322%Then came the word of Yahweh to Yirmeyahu, sa¥in§Behold, | am Yahweh, the
Mighty One of all flesh: is there anything too hadiat me?****Therefore thus says
Yahweh: Behold, I will give this city into the haoflthe Kasdim, and into the hand of
Nevukhadretztzar king of Bavel, and he shall take€“*’and the Kasdim, who fight
against this city, shall come and set this cityfoa, and burn it, with the houses, on
whose roofs they have offered incense to Baal,panoted out drink-offerings to other
mighty ones, to provoke me to angér¥or the children of Yisra'el and the children of
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Yahudah have done only that which was evil in miytdrom their youth; for the children
of Yisra'el have only provoked me to anger with ek of their hands, says Yahweh.
3231 or this city has been to me a provocation of myesrand of my wrath from the day
that they built it even to this day; that | shouldmove it from before my face,
$23%ecause of all the evil of the children of Yisraeld of the children of Yahudah,
which they have done to provoke me to anger, tthmir kings, their princes, their
Kohanim, and their prophets, and the men of Yahudaid the inhabitants of
Yerushalayim®****They have turned to me the back, and not the fawthough | taught
them, rising up early and teaching them, yet theyelmot listened to receive instruction.
3238t they set their abominations in the house thatalled by my name, to defile it.
323%They built the high places of Ba'al, which areie walley of the son of Hinnom, to
cause their sons and their daughters to pass thiahe fire to Molekh; which | didn't
command them, neither did it come into my mind, ttiay should do this abomination, to
cause Yahudah to sif?**Now therefore thus says Yahweh, the Mighty Onedso&'¥l,
concerning this city, whereof you say, 'lt is giweto the hand of the king of Bavel by the
sword, and by the famine, and by the pestilerié&'Behold, | will gather them out of all
the countries, where | have driven them in my anged in my wrath, and in great
indignation; and | will bring them again to thisgade, and | will cause them to dwell
safely: ***%and they shall be my people, and | will be theigMy One:***%and | will
give them one heart and one way, that they may rfeaforever, for the good of them,
and of their children after theni“*and | will make an everlasting covenant with them,
that | will not turn away from following them, t@ dhem good; and | will put my fear in
their hearts, that they may not depart from rfé’Yes, | will rejoice over them to do
them good, and | will plant them in this land agglly with my whole heart and with my
whole soul3*“#For thus says Yahweh: Like as | have brought a# tfreat evil on this
people, so will | bring on them all the good thétalve promised ther. **Fields shall be
bought in this land, whereof you say, 'It is detmlavithout man or animal; it is given
into the hand of the Kasdint“**Men shall buy fields for money, and subscribe the
deeds, and seal them, and call witnesses, in tiek ¢& Binyamin, and in the places about
Yerushalayim, and in the cities of Yahudah, anthencities of the hill-country, and in
the cities of the lowland, and in the cities of 8muth: for | will cause their captivity to
return, says Yahweh."

Just as Yirmeyahu bought a field and took possessfoit, so shall the returned remnant of
Yisrael buy fields in their own land, after theytuen from their captivity in the various lands
amongst the nations wherein they are scatteredréiheant of Yisrael should therefore realise
that this prophecy is about to be fulfilled for tie

The People Sought Yahweh's Guidance Through Yirmleya he Prophet
Yirmeyahu (Jeremiah) 42:1-22 reads,

“21Then all the captains of the forces, and Yochahansbn of Kareach, and Yezanyah
the son of Hosha'yah, and all the people from #astl even to the greatest, came near,
“2Z2and said to Yirmeyahu the prophet, "Let, we pray, yaur supplication be presented
before you, and pray for us to Yahweh your Mightye Geven for all this remnant; for we
are left but a few of many, as your eyes do se&that Yahweh your Mighty One may

show us the way in which we should walk, and thegtthat we should do.**“Then
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Yirmeyahu the prophet said to them, "I have heand, yoehold, | will pray to Yahweh
your Mighty One according to your words; and it Bhaappen that whatever thing
Yahweh shall answer you, | will declare it to yduyill keep nothing back from you."
“23Then they said to Yirmeyahu, "Yahweh be a truefaitidful withess among us, if we
don't do according to all the word wherewith Yahwelr Mighty One shall send you to
us. “**Whether it be good, or whether it be evil, we wiky the voice of Yahweh our
Mighty One, to whom we send you; that it may béwigh us, when we obey the voice of
Yahweh our Mighty One."
“2"It happened after ten days, that the word of Yahwsme to Yirmeyahu'**Then
called he Yochanan the son of Kareach, and allcdgains of the forces who were with
him, and all the people from the least even togteatest,**?and said to them, "Thus
says Yahweh, the Mighty One of Yisra'el, to whom gent me to present your
supplication before him***°If you will still abide in this land, then will build you, and
not pull you down, and | will plant you, and nougk you up; for I repent me of the evil
that | have done to yo&**'Don't be afraid of the king of Bavel, of whom yoe afraid;
don't be afraid of him, says Yahweh: for | am witlu to save you, and to deliver you
from his hand?**4 will grant you mercy, that he may have mercy on,yand cause you
to return to your own land’***But if you say, "We will not dwell in this land" shat
you don't obey the voice of Yahweh your Mighty GTiésaying, "No; but we will go into
the land of Mitzrayim, where we shall see no war, lmear the sound of the shofar, nor
have hunger of bread; and there will we dweff“"*now therefore hear you the word of
Yahweh, O remnant of Yahudah: Thus says YahwebheT,zee Mighty One of Yisra'el,
If you indeed set your faces to enter into Mitamayand go to sojourn theré**&hen it
shall happen, that the sword, which you fear, sloakrtake you there in the land of
Mitzrayim; and the famine, whereof you are afrastall follow hard after you there in
Mitzrayim; and there you shall di&"’So shall it be with all the men who set their faces
to go into Mitzrayim to sojourn there: they shaik ¢y the sword, by the famine, and by
the pestilence; and none of them shall remain caps from the evil that | will bring on
them.**®or thus says Yahweh-Tzva'ot, the Mighty One a&'éis As my anger and my
wrath has been poured forth on the inhabitants efu¥halayim, so shall my wrath be
poured forth on you, when you shall enter into Kiyzam; and you shall be an object of
horror, and an astonishment, and a curse, and aagagh; and you shall see this place
no more.'
4219%vahweh has spoken concerning you, remnant of ‘ahutDon't you go into
Mitzrayim: know certainly that | have testified you this day***%or you have dealt
deceitfully against your own souls; for you senttm& ahweh your Mighty One, saying,
"Pray for us to Yahweh our Mighty One; and accoglio all that Yahweh our Mighty
One shall say, so declare to us, and we will do“t“*and | have this day declared it to
you; but you have not obeyed the voice of YahwehMahty One in anything for which
he has sent me to yoli*Now therefore know certainly that you shall diette sword,
by the famine, and by the pestilence, in the plabere you desire to go to sojourn
there.™

42:1-3 shows that the people asked Yirmeyahu, Yatsygophet, to pray for them to Yahweh

that Yahweh may guide them in their conduct. Thepfeeappeared willing to listen to whatever

guidance Yahweh gave them.
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Why Yirmeyahu Agreed To The People's Request

42:4 shows that Yirmeyahu agreed to their requeesting that they appeared willing to follow
Yahweh's guidance.

It appears to me that Yirmeyahu made the rightistat For when a people appear
willing to hear Yahweh's word, that they may datits imperative that the prophet seek Yahweh
in prayer for the guidance that is sought, fos i¥ahweh's prophet's duty to so do.

42:5-6 shows that the people reaffirmed to heetwédh's words, whether it seemed
favourable or unfavourable to them. In other worisspite all that had recently occurred to the
people, they now appeared willing to be abandoir tledellion against Yahweh, and finally
submit to him.

Yahweh Answers Our Prayers In His Own Time

42:7 shows that Yahweh did not answer the peopfedadiately. He gave his answer after 10
days!

It should therefore be clear to us that when wek Séahweh's guidance in a matter, we
should not impose upon a Yahweh a time limit witlihich he is to respond to us. He is
Yahweh, HaElyon, and we are just his creations for us not to impose any stipulation upon
Yahweh, but to accept whatever Yahweh gives udyding the manner he chooses to deal with
us based on his own prerogative.

It should also be clear to us that even thoughfegé that we require an quick answer
from Yahweh from a matter in which we are seekimg dguidance, it is entirely up to him
whether or not he will give us the guidance thatserek from him. And if he decides to give us
the guidance that we request of him, it is entingbyto him to choose the timing of delivery of
that guidance. We should never pressure Yahwehamyhmatter. He is Yahweh, HaElyon - the
Most High, while we are just merely men!

The People Were Not Sincere In Their Request Fori@ance From Yahweh

42:19-22 shows that it eventually emerged thatpiéneple were not sincere in their request for
guidance from Yahweh. They had already made up thé@ids what option they sought for

themselves. They just wanted Yahweh to ratify tipiom that they had already sought for
themselves, rather than accept whatever guidantevéta gave them, even if contrary to the
option they had already sought for themselves!

Yahweh Punishes Those Who Insincerely Seek His Ginice

Such requests for guidance at Yahweh's hand arsimzdre requests. And because they are not
sincere requests for guidance, Yahweh inevitablyghes those who engage in such requests for
guidance!

In this case Yahweh had told the people, throughm&yahu, that they would surely face
unpleasant consequences if they would choose nla¢dd his guidance. When it became clear
that they were not going to heed Yahweh's words,pleusisted in their past rebellion against
Yahweh, Yirmeyahu reaffirmed to them that the ewihsequences for rejecting Yahweh's word
would surely be visited upon them.
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Those Whose Minds Are Set Should Not Seek Yahwé&higlance

It should therefore be clear that we should segikwéh's guidance in any matter only when we
are sufficiently meek and submissive to heed Yalsveford in the matter. If we have already
purposed a course of action in our minds, and erers pursuing it, then it is pointless to seek
Yahweh's guidance in it. For we have already sotmMibllow our own guidance. If the people

approach a prophet of Yahweh to pray for them chstircumstances then the prophet should
not pray, for the people have not come sincerelgrbeYahweh.

Sincerely Seek Yahweh's Guidance

It should also be noted that we should always séekweh's guidance in any matter of
significance, and do so in a meek and submissivenara That Yahweh may guide our steps in
all significant matters in our lives.
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YONAH THE PROPHET

Yonah's Mission

Yonah (Jonah) 1:1-4:11 reads,
“Now the word of Yahweh came to Yonah the son ofittaiyreaying,**'Arise, go to
Nineveh, that great city, and preach against it, their wickedness has come up before
me."
3But Yonah rose up to flee to Tarshish from thegmes of Yahweh. He went down to
Yafo, and found a ship going to Tarshish; so hel paifare, and went down into it, to go
with them to Tarshish from the presence of Yahwéut Yahweh sent out a great wind
on the sea, and there was a mighty tempest onethess that the ship was likely brake
up. *Then the mariners were afraid, and cried every rwahis mighty one. They threw
the cargo that was in the ship into the sea, totkg it. But Yonah had gone down into
the innermost parts of the ship, and he was lyingrg and was fast asleep®So the
shipmaster came to him, and said to him, "What alo yean, sleeper? Arise, call on
your mighty ones! Maybe the mighty ones will notiseso that we won't perish."
Y"They all said to each other, "Come, let us cast, Ithtat we may know for whose cause
this evil is on us." So they cast lots, and theféiton Yonah:*°Then they asked him,
"Tell us, please, for whose cause this evil is snWhat is your occupation? Where do
you come from? What is your country? Of what peapdeyou?"
*He said to them, "I am a Hebrew, and | fear Yahvika,Mighty One of Heaven, who
has made the sea and the dry land."
%Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and saidrtg What is this that you have
done?" For the men knew that he was fleeing froenpttesence of Yahweh, because he
had told them***Then said they to him, "What shall we do to yoat the sea may be
calm to us?" For the sea grew more and more ternpest’*?He said to them, "Take me
up, and throw me into the sea. Then the sea witlahe for you; for | know that because
of me this great tempest is on you."
13Nevertheless the men rowed hard to get them battiettand; but they could not, for
the sea grew more and more tempestuous against. th€fherefore they cried to
Yahweh, and said, "We beg you, Yahweh, we bedetats not perish for this man's life,
and don't lay on us innocent blood; for you, Yahwetve done as it pleased yoli**So
they took up Yonah, and threw him into the sea; thedsea ceased its raging-Then
the men feared Yahweh exceedingly; and they oftersaltrifice to Yahweh, and made
VOWS.
yahweh prepared a great fish to swallow up Yonakl, donah was in the belly of the
fish three days and three nights.
#Then Yonah prayed to Yahweh, his Mighty One, otiteofish's belly?“He said,
"I called because of my affliction to Yahweh.
He answered me.
Out of the belly of She'ol | cried.
You heard my voice.
#3For you threw me into the depths,
In the heart of the seas.
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The flood was all around me.

All your waves and your billows passed over me.

4 said, 'l have been banished from your sight;

Yet | will look again toward your holy temple.’'

>*The waters surrounded me,

Even to the soul.

The deep was around me.

The weeds were wrapped around my head.

2| went down to the bottoms of the mountains.

The earth barred me in forever:

Yet have you brought up my life from the pit, Ydhmg Mighty One.

ZIwhen my soul fainted within me, | remembered Yahwe

My prayer came in to you, into your holy temple.

*®Those who regard lying vanities forsake their overay.

294t | will sacrifice to you with the voice of thagkving.

| will pay that which | have vowed.

Salvation belongs to Yahweh."

#%ahweh spoke to the fish, and it vomited out Yaomathe dry land.

*1The word of Yahweh came to Yonah the second tayimgs**'Arise, go to Nineveh,
that great city, and preach to it the message thgve you."

¥330 Yonah arose, and went to Nineveh, accordingeavord of Yahweh. Now Nineveh
was an exceedingly great city, three days' jouraespss.**Yonah began to enter into
the city a day's journey, and he cried out, andlséYet forty days, and Nineveh shall be
overthrown!"

¥The people of Nineveh believed the Mighty One;taey proclaimed a fast, and put on
sackcloth, from the greatest of them even to thstlef them>®The news reached the
king of Nineveh, and he arose from his throne, tyak off his royal robe, covered
himself with sackcloth, and sat in ashé$He made a proclamation and published
through Nineveh by the decree of the king and bides, saying, "Let neither man nor
animal, herd nor flock, taste anything; let themt feed, nor drink water:®put let them
be covered with sackcloth, both man and animal, lahthem cry mightily to the Mighty
One. Yes, let them turn everyone from his evil \way, from the violence that is in his
hands.**Who knows whether the Mighty One will not turn aepent, and turn away
from his fierce anger, so that we might not perish?

¥1%The Mighty One saw their works, that they turneuirfitheir evil way. The Mighty One
repented of the evil that he said he would do éothand he didn't do it.

“IBut it displeased Yonah exceedingly, and he wasyafigHe prayed to Yahweh, and
said, "Please, Yahweh, wasn't this what | said whevas still in my own country?
Therefore | hurried to flee to Tarshish, for | knévat you are a gracious Mighty One,
and merciful, slow to anger, and abundant in lokingness, and you repent of the evil.
“3Therefore now, Yahweh, take, | beg you, my lifefroe; for it is better for me to die
than to live."

“4Yahweh said, "Is it right for you to be angry?"

“>Then Yonah went out of the city, and sat on thé side of the city, and there made
himself a booth, and sat under it in the shadeil tnet might see what would become of
the city.*®yahweh the Mighty One prepared a vine, and mattedome up over Yonah,
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that it might be a shade over his head, to delhier from his discomfort. So Yonah was
exceedingly glad because of the kikayoh@&ut the Mighty One prepared a worm at
dawn the next day, and it chewed on the vine, amittvithered.*®It happened, when the
sun arose, that the Mighty One prepared a sultrst ®and; and the sun beat on Yonah's
head , so that he fainted, and requested for hintkal he might die, and said, "It is
better for me to die than to live."

**The Mighty One said to Yonah, "Is it right for yiobe angry about the vine?"

He said, "I am right to be angry, even to death."

“1%ahweh said, "You have been concerned for the faneyhich you have not labored,
neither made it grow; which came up in a night, qredished in a night**'Shouldn't |
be concerned for Nineveh, that great city, in whach more than one hundred twenty
thousand persons who can't discern between thght hand and their left hand; and
also much cattle?"

Pray To Yahweh When In Affliction

2:1-10 shows that when Yonah was in great disaéssst to death, he offered up to Yahweh a
prayer for salvation and of thanksgiving. YahwelrdeYonah's prayer, and restored him back
to dry land.

Likewise, when we are in great affliction, it & Yahweh that we should offer up our
pleading prayers. Also, in the process of so doing, should also thank Yahweh for his
blessings upon us.

Yahweh's Pronounced Judgements Are Initially Promsal

4:1-3 shows that Yonah, in his prayer to Yahwel, bt then have a heart as Yahweh's, even
though he knew what was in Yahweh's heart. Foriewkthat Yahweh is a gracious Mighty
One, and merciful, slow to anger, and abundanbwngkindness. He also knew that Yahweh
repents of his evil pronouncements upon a peopknwhat people repent of their evil ways. In
other words, Yahweh's pronounced judgements anagwaoal, their realisation subject to those
the judgement has been delivered against repeotitigir evil ways.

Yonah's Heart Was Different From Yahweh's

But Yonah did not desire grace and mercy upon Nihétde wanted the city destroyed, even as
he had proclaimed in obedience to the word of Ydhwe

4:3 shows that not only did Yonah have a heafeidiht from Yahweh's, he also could
not bear to continue living, seeing that his wortie, words that he spoke against Nineveh at
Yahweh's command, had not been fulfilled. In otlwerds, he felt it would be too much shame
to face, continuing on with his life yet his worlaisd not been fulfilled.

Lesson For Yahweh's Servants
There is a lesson here for Yahweh's servants.
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Yahweh does not desire the death of people - anyde desires to give all people -
everyone - salvation. Also, being gracious and thdyde forgives us our iniquities, when we
repent of committing them. And when we repent, émaves whatever provisional judgement
that he had pronounced upon us, showing us higgmad mercy.

Yahweh's servants should understand this natutéabfveh. Such that when Yahweh
commands them to preach a calamity about to bafakrtain people because of that people's
evil, that calamity will only strike that peopletliey persist in their evil. If they repent of thei
evil, seeking Yahweh wholeheartedly, and do righteess, Yahweh will not execute the
calamity that he had pronounced upon that peoptehd is gracious and merciful, and does not
desire the death of anyone.

Therefore, when Yahweh's servants preach thataangg will befall a certain people,
they should also preach to that people the marmgr ¢an avert that calamity befalling them.
They should teach that people that they shouldntepktheir evil ways, and do righteousness.
For by so doing righteousness will Yahweh, whoracgpus and merciful, show his abundant
grace and mercy upon them, and forgive them thejrthereby averting that calamity from
befalling them.

Yahweh's servants should be like Yahweh, not ihgsthe death of anyone, but teaching
them to repent of their evil ways, that they mayfdogiven their iniquity and granted Yahweh's
salvation.

Yahweh Takes No Pleasure In The Death Of Anyone

Yahweh reiterates this lesson to his servants rh¥ekel (Ezekiel) 18:1-32, which reads,
181The word of Yahweh came to me again, sayiitjWhat do you mean, that you use
this proverb concerning Eretz-Yisra'el, saying,eTathers have eaten sour grapes, and
the children's teeth are set on edg€?As | live, says the Sovereign Yahweh, you shall
not have occasion any more to use this proverhsraél.
184Behold, all souls are mine; as the soul of thehéat so also the soul of the son is
mine: the soul who sins, he shall di&>But if a man is just, and does that which is lawful
and right, **and has not eaten on the mountains, neither hedlifip his eyes to the
idols of the house of Yisra'el, neither has defikesl neighbor's wife, neither has come
near to a woman in her impurity®’and has not wronged any, but has restored to the
debtor his pledge, has taken nothing by robberg, gi@en his bread to the hungry, and
has covered the naked with a garméfithe who has not given forth on interest, neither
has taken any increase, who has withdrawn his Hameh iniquity, has executed true
justice between man and médfi’has walked in my statutes, and has kept my ordegnc
to deal truly; he is just, he shall surely liveysahe Sovereign Yahwefi*f he fathers
a son who is a robber, a shedder of blood, and ddes any one of these thing$:'and
who does not any of those duties, but even has esmtéhe mountains, and defiled his
neighbor's wife,'***has wronged the poor and needy, has taken by rgbliers not
restored the pledge, and has lifted up his eydbe¢adols, has committed abomination,
1%3has given forth on interest, and has taken increaball he then live? He shall not
live: he has done all these abominations; he shaiély die; his blood shall be on him.
181%Now, behold, if he fathers a son, who sees allfdiser's sins, which he has done,
and fears, and does not such lik&!3who has not eaten on the mountains, neither has
lifted up his eyes to the idols of the house afa¥ek has not defiled his neighbor's wife,
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181%either has wronged any, has not taken anythinglénlge, neither has taken by

robbery, but has given his bread to the hungry, &ad covered the naked with a
garment;*®**"who has withdrawn his hand from the poor, who haisraceived interest
nor increase, has executed my ordinances, has datkey statutes; he shall not die for
the iniquity of his father, he shall surely liv&®As for his father, because he cruelly
oppressed, robbed his brother, and did that whe&chat good among his people, behold,
he shall die in his iniquity.

1819y et say you, 'Why does not the son bear the ityigdiithe father?' When the son has
done that which is lawful and right, and has kelpthay statutes, and has done them, he
shall surely live!**°’The soul who sins, he shall die: the son shalloeatr the iniquity of
the father, neither shall the father bear the infgwof the son; the righteousness of the
righteous shall be on him, and the wickedness @fwitked shall be on him®*But if
the wicked turn from all his sins that he has cottedj and keeps all my statutes, and
does that which is lawful and right, he shall syriVe, he shall not di¢®*None of his
transgressions that he has committed shall be rdweesd against him: in his
righteousness that he has done he shall live.

182% Have | any pleasure in the death of the wicked? Salge Sovereign Yahweh; and
not rather that he should return from his way, anive? ‘*““But when the righteous
turns away from his righteousness, and commitauitygand does according to all the
abominations that the wicked man does, shall le@INone of his righteous deeds that he
has done shall be remembered: in his trespasshdtas trespassed, and in his sin that
he has sinned, in them shall he di&*Yet you say, 'The way of the Sovereign is not
equal.' Hear now, house of Yisra'el: Is my way egtal? Aren't your ways unequal?
182%hen the righteous man turns away from his righteess, and commits iniquity,
and dies therein; in his iniquity that he has dahell he die!®*’Again, when the wicked
man turns away from his wickedness that he has db@dmand does that which is lawful
and right, he shall save his soul aliVé**Because he considers, and turns away from
all his transgressions that he has committed, heallsurely live, he shall not die
182%et says the house of Yisra'el, 'The way of therBow is not equal.' House of
Yisra'el, are not my ways equal? Are not your waysqual?'®*°Therefore | will judge
you, house of Yisra'el, everyone according to haysyw says the Sovereign Yahweh.
Return you, and turn yourselves from all your tigmnessions; so iniquity shall not be
your ruin. ***'Cast away from you all your transgressions, in Wwhigou have
transgressed; and make you a new heart and a new $pr why will you die, house of
Yisra'el?'***For | have no pleasure in the death of him who djesays the Sovereign
Yahweh: why turn yourselves, and live

Yahweh Refused To Listen To Yonah's Prayer

Yonah (Jonah) 4:4 shows that Yahweh did not respmsatively to Yonah's prayer to him, that
Yahweh takes away Yonah's life. In other words, Welh refused to listen to Yonah's prayer.

Why Yahweh Did Not Take Away Yonah's Life

It is therefore evident that Yonah had not prayad prayer according to Yahweh's will. For it
was not Yahweh's will to take away Yonah's life.
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Had it been Yahweh's will to take away Yonah's, lifonah would have died when he
was thrown overboard from the ship. But Yahweh wedchim from death in that instance,
clearly showing Yonah that he wanted Yonah to comtiliving. In other words, the days for
living that he had appointed for Yonah had notbesn exhausted.

Are Our Hearts Righteous?

Yahweh's answer in 4:4 also shows that not onlyY@itiweh desire that Yonah continue living,
he also wanted him to consider the status of h@thevith respect to its righteousness. For
Yahweh asked Yonah, "Is it RIGHT for you to be aryjr

In other words, Yahweh wanted Yonah to consider tighteousness of his heart,
whether the attitude and anger he had adopted m&asfaighteousness or not.

We Should Consider Our Ways, Whether They Are Raghis Or Not

It should also be noted that Yahweh did not sintply Yonah that the attitude and anger that
Yonah had adopted was not right. He wanted Yonatotmider his ways, and correctly assess
whether his ways were right or not.

In this we can learn that Yahweh indeed desiraswe consider our ways, whether they
are founded in righteousness or not. For we alt@tee righteous, even as Yahweh is righteous.
In other words, we all should be like Yahweh. Goasi as he is gracious. Merciful and he is
merciful. Loving as he is loving. Righteous as $ieighteous.

Yonah Did Not Desire To Face The Shame Of Seeing MVords Not Fulfilled

4:5 shows that Yonah was still hoping that Yahweduld overthrow the city of Nineveh, even
after the people of Nineveh had repented of theit onah was hoping that Yahweh would
give Yonah's word superiority over Yahweh's meicnd gracious nature. He was also hoping
that by Yahweh so overthrowing Nineveh, he would Imave to face the shame of seeing the
failure of fulfilment of his words spoken againsgnilveh, and spoken at Yahweh's command.

We Need To Surrender Our Wills To Yahweh's Will

It is therefore evident that Yonah clearly neededuppress and rule over his own spirit. He
needed to subjugate his own spirit to Yahweh'sitSgtor by subjugating his own spirit to
Yahweh's Spirit he would allow Yahweh's will togeiin his life, rather than continuing to be
self-willed, self-willed when contrary to Yahwe !

Servants of Yahweh should therefore note that #veyto subjugate their own wills to
Yahweh's will. It is Yahweh's will that is supremmt ours. Also, if we are indeed Yahweh's
servants, and not servants of our own desiresagnto Yahweh's, we will indeed subjugate our
spirits to Yahweh's Spirit, and do those thingst tiiahweh desires. We will also assume
Yahweh's heart, and see things in the manner tahtv&h sees them, and respond to situations
in the manner that Yahweh responds.
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Yahweh Dealt With Yonah Patiently
4:6-10 shows Yahweh's patience in dealing with Yona

Yahweh Personally Taught Yonah What The Latter Neddlo Learn

It should be noted that Yahweh desired that Yoraisicler the righteousness of Yonah being
angry that Yahweh had repented of overthrowing e because the people of Nineveh had
repented of their evil. And in the period of tinteat he gave Yonah for this consideration, Yonah
continued in his self-will, without giving due caderation to Yahweh's challenge to him that he
considers the righteousness of his heart. Yahwetetbre took it upon himself to teach Yonah
the lesson that Yonah needed to learn in this maited he used the vine tree to get across his
message to Yonah.

4:6-8 shows that when the vine had acted in Y@nattérests, acting as much needed
shade for Yonah in the hot sun, Yonah was excebdgigd, because of the positive role that the
vine had played in his life. And when the vine veasisumed by a worm, such that it withered
and no longer could act in Yonah's interests, Yomak exceedingly angry, angry that the vine
had withered and could no longer play a positide o Yonah's life.

4:9-10 shows Yahweh's lesson to Yonah. Yonah kad lsoncerned about the welfare of
a plant of vine, which had acted positively in his. When it withered, such that it could no
longer play the same role that it had played, he wexy angry, and felt that his anger was
justified, for it was out of concern for the vinelkewise, Yahweh was concerned about the
welfare of the people of Nineveh, who were of mgobater value than the vine that Yonah had
been concerned about. Therefore, if it was rightfonah to be concerned for a thing of the
value of vine, surely it was right for Yahweh to @encerned for things of substantially more
value than vine - human beings and animals.

Yahweh Is Patient With Us - His Errant Servants

From Yonah's example we should learn that Yahwelmdged patient with us - his errant
servants. He is in the process of changing ouits@nd hearts to become like his Spirit and
heart. As this process requires time and expergnhe allows us the requisite time and
experiences that facilitate our becoming like he is

Be Patient With Other Human Beings

Seeing that Yahweh is patient with us, we shokleMise be patient with other people, including
not just those who are servants of Yahweh, butthisse who are still committing evil.

Be Concerned About Yahweh's Creation

We should also be concerned about all of Yahwebation, especially other human beings. It is
good to be concerned about plants. It is even b&itée concerned about animals. But it is
substantially greater to be concerned about fellmuwnan beings, created in the image and
likeness of Yahweh.
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The Prayers Yahweh Hears

It should also be noted that when we pray to Yahiweh manner inconsistent with his will he
does not hear us. For when Yonah prayed that heod@ to learning the lessons that Yahweh
desired that he learn, Yahweh did not listen to afos prayer.

On the other hand, when Yonah prayed for salvdtmm death, while in the belly of the
fish, Yahweh indeed heard his prayer for salvadod of thanksgiving. Yonah still needed to
learn some lessons in life, including acquiring enof Yahweh's nature than he had acquired at
the time that he was in the belly of the fish. Biiayer was therefore in harmony with Yahweh's
will, and Yahweh heard it.

Seek, Act And Pray According To Yahweh's Will

We should seek out Yahweh's will in whatever sibratve happen to be in. We should then be
careful to act within Yahweh's will and to likewipeay according to his will.

Learn About Yahweh's Nature And Acquire It

We should also learn about Yahweh's nature, argh aur nature to be in harmony with
Yahweh's nature. In other words, we should acg¥abdweh's nature, and act in situations
manifesting his nature. Of great importance incdudequiring Yahweh's nature of graciousness,
mercy, love and slowness to anger.

Yahweh's Human Servants Are Not Yet Perfect

We should also note that just because someoneseneant of Yahweh, even a prophet of
Yahweh, does not necessarily mean that he or sh&dady perfect in his ways. Yonah was
indeed Yahweh's servant and prophet. Yet he watertly not perfect in his ways, even in the
manner that he carried out the mission Yahweh d@ve Nevertheless, Yahweh continued to
use Yonah to deliver his message to the peoplenthabd sent him to. Also, at the same time, he
continued to change Yonah to become more and ni@dé Yahweh is, enabling Yonah to put
on more of Yahweh's nature.

We should therefore be patient with imperfect aets of Yahweh, for they have not yet
attained to perfection. Just as Yahweh is patieitit ws, so should we be patient with other
servants of Yahweh.

Knowing Yahweh's Nature Is Not Equivalent To Havirfgut On Yahweh's
Nature

It should also be noted that knowledge of Yahwahtsire and ways is not equivalent to having
put on the same nature and ways in our lives. Fora clearly knew and understood Yahweh's
ways and nature. Nevertheless he did not, at mhe tie was given his commission to the people
of Nineveh, accept Yahweh's righteousness for Hffiteeso have the same nature and ways.

It should therefore be evident that just becauselmows of Yahweh's nature and ways
does not necessarily mean that that one has ateptad for himself Yahweh's nature and ways.
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Clothe Yourself With Yahweh's Nature And Ways

It should also be noted that it is not enough fahWeh's servants to just know of his nature and
ways. They must also clothe themselves with theesaature and ways. We should therefore
strive to put on Yahweh's nature and ways, becominge and more like Yahweh with each
passing period of time.
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THE PSALMS

Yahweh Hears The Prayers Of The Righteous

Psalm 4:1-3 reads,
“*Answer me when I call, Mighty One of my righteogsne
Give me relief from my distress.
Have mercy on me, and hear my prayer.
“2You sons of men, how long shall my glory be tumgxdishonor?
Will you love vanity, and seek after falsehood?
Selah.
“3But know that Yahweh has set apart for himselfwir is righteous:
Yahweh will hear when | call to him.
Yahweh hears the prayers of the righteous.

David Laid His Requests Before Yahweh In The Morgin

Psalm 5:1-3 reads,

>1Give ear to my words, Yahweh.

Consider my meditation.

2 jsten to the voice of my cry, my King, and my Midgbne;

For to you do | pray.

>3yahweh, in the morning shall you hear my voice.

In the morning | will lay my requests before yond avill watch expectantly.

5:3 shows that David prayed to Yahweh in the manim the morning he laid his requests
before Yahweh.

Does this mean that Yahweh must be prayed to énmiorning, following David's
example?

It should be noted that in his morning prayers iDawvas laying his requests before
Yahweh, and then watching expectantly. In otherdgpwhen we have requests to lay before
Yahweh, we should lay then before him in prayer.

It appears to me that the laying of requests ke¥ahweh is not limited only to morning
prayers. Rather requests can be laid before Yaklwiremever there are requests to be laid before
him, irrespective of the time of day that thoseuexis are laid.

Yahweh Hears Righteous Pleas

Psalm 17:1-15 reads,
A Prayer by David.
"Hear, Yahweh, my righteous plea;
Give ear to my prayer, that doesn't go out of déddips.
172 et my sentence come forth from your presence;
Let your eyes look on equity.
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1"3you have proved my heart; you have visited medmitht;

You have tried me, and found nothing;

| have resolved that my mouth shall not disobey.

174ps for the works of men, by the word of your lips

I have kept myself from the ways of the violent.

"My steps have held fast to your paths,

My feet have not slipped.

178 have called on you, for you will answer me, MigBine:

Turn your ear to me. Hear my speech.

177Show your marvelous lovingkindness,

You who save those who take refuge by your righd fieom their enemies.

178 eep me as the apple of your eye;

Hide me under the shadow of your wings,

179From the wicked who oppress me,

My deadly enemies, who compass me about.

171%They close up their callous hearts.

With their mouth they speak proudly.

171 They have now surrounded us in our steps.

They set their eyes to cast us down to the earth.

"12He is like a lion that is greedy of his prey,

As it were a young lion lurking in secret places.

1"BArise, Yahweh,

Confront him, cast him down.

Deliver my soul from the wicked by your sword;

171%From men by your hand, Yahweh,

From men of the world, whose portion is in this,lif

Whose belly you fill with your treasure:

They are satisfied with children,

Leave the rest of their substance to their babes.

171%as for me, | shall see your face in righteousness;

| shall be satisfied, when | awake, with seeing yotm.
17:1 shows the types of prayer that Yahweh hegyistaous pleas and prayers that do not go out
of deceitful lips, but truthful ones.

Therefore, for Yahweh to hear our prayers, ouapl® him must indeed be righteous,
and we ourselves must speak truth and not deceit.

To speak truth, and not deceit, we must indeecwere of the true knowledge that
comes from Yahweh, and speak that truth that emariedm Yahweh. We must also be truthful
in our day to day affairs.

Obey Yahweh

17:3 shows that we must indeed be obedient to Yaharehim to hear our prayers.
17:4-5 shows that we must keep ourselves fromwidngs of violent men, and that we
must keep faithfully to Yahweh's ways.
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When Men Shall See Yahweh's Face

17:15 shows that the time for seeing Yahweh's faceighteousness, the time for seeing
Yahweh's form, is when one has awakened. In otloedsy awaken from one's sleep in death. In
other words, after one's resurrection!

Implying that prior to one's resurrection from thead one indeed is not to see Yahweh's
face or form.

Confess Your Sins To Yahweh

Psalm 32:1-7 reads,

321Blessed is he whose disobedience is forgiven,

Whose sin is covered.

322Blessed is the man to whom Yahweh doesn't impigtetin

In whose spirit there is no deceit.

323Nhen | kept silence, my bones wasted away throygiroaning all day long.

%2“For day and night your hand was heavy on me.

My strength was sapped in the heat of summer.

Selah.

323 acknowledged my sin to you.

| didn't hide my iniquity.

| said, | will confess my transgressions to Yahweh,

And you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Selah.

32%For this, let everyone that is righteous pray to yo a time when you may be found.

Surely when the great waters overflow, they shatllreach to him.

%27you are my hiding place. You will preserve me framuble.

You will surround me with songs of deliverance.

Selah.

32:3-5 shows that it is to Yahweh that we oughtdafess our sins and transgressions, that he
may forgive our disobedience, and cover our sin.

32:5 shows that when we do indeed confess ourtsindahweh, he forgives us the
iniquity of our sin. In other words, the graciouslamerciful Yahweh desires to forgive us our
sins. But we must first acknowledge to him thoss,sbefore he will forgive us those sins.

It is therefore imperative that we acknowledge sims before Yahweh by confessing
them to him.

Pray To Yahweh While He Can Be Found

32:6 admonishes us to pray to Yahweh at such awhen he can be found. In other words,
when we have committed sin, Yahweh gives us due tmrepent of it, and confess it before
him. This is the time that he may be found. And thithe time that we ought to repent of that sin
and confess to him.

But if we do not repent of our sin and confedgefiore him in the time that he has allotted
to us for so doing, we may find ourselves on thengrside of his judgement for having
committed that sin, and having subsequently rendaumeepentant!
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It is therefore imperative that we acknowledge sinrto Yahweh by confessing it before
him in prayer, and repenting of it, as soon asiptesafter having committed it. For Yahweh our
Mighty One is indeed a merciful Mighty One.

Yahweh Delivers The Poor And Needy From Oppression

Psalm 35:1-28 reads,
¥1Contend, Yahweh, with those who contend with me.
Fight against those who fight against me.
5“Take hold of shield and buckler,
And stand up for my help.
%3Draw out also the spear, and stop the way agatmsse¢ who pursue me.
Tell my soul, "I am your salvation."
354 et those who seek after my soul be put to shas@@ught to dishonor.
Let those who plot my ruin be turned back and aamfled.
353 et them be as chaff before the wind,
The angel of Yahweh driving them on.
35 et their way be dark and slippery,
The angel of Yahweh pursuing them.
%7For without cause have they hid their net in afpitme.
Without cause have they dug a pit for my soul.
358 et destruction come on him unawares.
Let his net that he has hidden catch himself.
Into that destruction let him fall.
%My soul shall be joyful in Yahweh.
It shall rejoice in his salvation.
%1%l my bones shall say, "Yahweh, who is like you,
Who delivers the poor from him who is too stronghim,
Yes, the poor and the needy from him who robs him?"
3>Hynrighteous witnesses rise up.
They ask me about things that | don't know about.
3>12They reward me evil for good,
To the bereaving of my soul.
18Ut as for me, when they were sick, my clothingsaa&cloth.
| afflicted my soul with fasting.
My prayer returned into my own bosom.
%19 behaved myself as though it had been my friendyobrother.
| bowed down mourning, as one who mourns his mother
%:138ut in my adversity, they rejoiced, and gatheresiiselves together.
The attackers gathered themselves together agaiaesand | didn't know it.
They tore at me, and didn't cease.
%19 jke the profane mockers in feasts,
They gnashed their teeth at me.
¥1750vereign, how long will you look on?
Rescue my soul from their destruction,
My precious life from the lions.
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%518 will give you thanks in the great assembly.

| will praise you among many people.

#19Don't let those who are my enemies wrongfully cej@ver me;

Neither let them wink with the eye who hate meowitla cause.

32%0r they don't speak shalom,

But they devise deceitful words against those whajaiet in the land.

%2lyes, they opened their mouth wide against me.

They said, "Aha! Aha! Our eye has seen it!"

%22Y0u have seen it, Yahweh. Don't keep silent.

Sovereign, don't be far from me.

¥>23Vake up! Rise up to defend me, my Mighty One!

My Sovereign, contend for me!

¥24/indicate me, Yahweh my Mighty One, according to vighteousness;

Don't let them gloat over me.

%2%Don't let them say in their heart, "Aha! That's thay we want it."

Don't let them say, "We have swallowed him up!"

3528 et them be put to shame and confounded togetherejbice at my calamity.

Let them be clothed with shame and dishonor whanifiathemselves against me.

3527 et them shout for joy and be glad, who favor rgjteous cause.

Yes, let them say continually, "Yahweh be magnified

Who has pleasure in the prosperity of his servant!"

%28y tongue shall talk about your righteousness aoiua your praise all day long.
35:10 shows that Yahweh is indeed the Delivereliveling the poor and needy from their
oppressors, from those who are too strong for them.

Fast And Pray For Your Enemies

35:13-14 shows that we ought to fast and prayHentelfare of our enemies, for those who hate
us. This is Yahweh's righteousness, for he shos&ihdness not just to the good, but also to the
evil.

Thank And Praise Yahweh

35:17-18 shows that we ought to thank Yahweh, oalivBrer, when we are in the great
assembly of the faithful. We ought to praise Yahwein Deliverer when we are among many
people.

35:27-28 shows that servants of Yahweh should uatbe righteous causes of their
fellow servants. They should praise Yahweh anddaliut his righteous deeds all day long.

Offer Your Supplications To Yahweh
Psalm 55:1-23 reads,
>4 jsten to my prayer, Mighty One.
Don't hide yourself from my supplication.
>>2Attend to me, and answer me.
| am restless in my complaint, and moan,
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>*Because of the voice of the enemy,

Because of the oppression of the wicked.

For they bring suffering on me.

In anger they hold a grudge against me.

>>“My heart is severely pained within me.

The terrors of death have fallen on me.

*>*Fearfulness and trembling have come on me.

Horror has overwhelmed me.

%59 said, "Oh that | had wings like a dove!

Then | would fly away, and be at rest.

>>Behold, then | would wander far off.

| would lodge in the wilderness."

Selah.

> would hurry to a shelter from the stormy winddatempest."
>>“Confuse them, Sovereign, and confound their languag
For | have seen violence and strife in the city.

>>1%Day and night they prowl around on its walls.

Malice and abuse are also within her.

*>pestructive forces are within her.

Threats and lies don't depart from her streets.

>>1%For it was not an enemy who insulted me,

Then | could have endured it.

Neither was it he who hated me who raised himgetgainst me,
Then | would have hid myself from him.

1Byt it was you, a man like me,

My companion, and my familiar friend.

>>14Ve took sweet fellowship together.

We walked in the Mighty One's house with the throng
2513 et death come suddenly on them.

Let them go down alive into She'ol.

For wickedness is in their dwelling, in the midstreem.
>18As for me, | will call on the Mighty One.

Yahweh will save me.

*>1Evening, morning, and at noon, | will cry out in diress.
He will hear my voice

>>'%e has redeemed my soul in shalom from the bétdlevias against me,
Although there are many who oppose me.

>>19The Mighty One, who is enthroned forever,

Will hear, and answer them.

Selah.

They never change,

Who don't fear the Mighty One.

>2%He raises his hands against his friends.

He has violated his covenant.

*>21His mouth was smooth as butter,

But his heart was war.
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His words were softer than oil,

Yet they were drawn swords.

%>22Cast your burden on Yahweh, and he will sustain you

He will never allow the righteous to be moved

>>2But you, Mighty One, will bring them down into fiieof destruction.

Bloodthirsty and deceitful men shall not live oalfltheir days,

But | will trust in you.

David repeatedly, as is the case in 55:1, prayayeaps of supplication to Yahweh.

Why?

55:2-3 show that he was quite often on the runyafv@m his oppressive and wicked
enemies. He therefore repeatedly prayed to Yahaetdliverance and salvation from the hands
of his enemies.

Likewise, if and when we find ourselves being ped by our enemies, and we are in the
right, we should pray to Yahweh that he may delaed save us from our errant enemies, even
praying such prayers repeatedly, as David did.

Enemies Arise Among Those We Fellowship With

55:12-14 shows that it is not always the case dbatenemies are those who have for long been
known to be so. Sometimes our enemies arise frasetive previously considered our brethren
and fellow servants of Yahweh! The very ones wev¥eshipped and walked with in the house
of Yahweh the Mighty One!

The implication being that not all who associdtenselves with the servants of Yahweh
are truly Yahweh's servants! Some only appear tedbeBut in the fullness of time their true
traits emerge. And it then becomes evident wheeg ttuly stand - against the true servants of
Yahweh.

True servants of Yahweh must therefore be awatethlere are also false servants among
those calling themselves of the household of Yahwgttheir fruits you will know them.

Yahweh Both Saves And Redeems

55:16-19 shows that Yahweh is indeed the Savimdeeming one from the depths of heavy
opposition.

David Prayed To Yahweh Three Times A Day

55:17 shows that David cried out to Yahweh eveningrning and at noon.

Does this mean that Yahweh's servants ought tp tor&aim at evening, morning and at
noon?

It should be noted that the context in which Dawidde these cries to Yahweh were
circumstances of despair! In his desperation, geia heavy and sustained opposition against
him from his many enemies, he frequently cried tou¥ahweh, doing so at evening, morning
and at noon. It therefore appears that when tisecause, one should cry out to Yahweh as often
as one feels is necessary. One can cry out thress ta day, as David did. Or one can cry out
even more frequently, if the circumstances mewghduequent pleas for Yahweh's help.
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Fear Yahweh's Name

Psalm 61:1-8 reads,
®IHear my cry, Mighty One.
Listen to my prayer.
®L2From the end of the earth, | will call to you, whay heart is overwhelmed.
Lead me to the rock that is higher than I.
®3For you have been a refuge for me,
A strong tower from the enemy.
L4 will dwell in your tent forever.
| will take refuge in the shelter of your wings.
Selah.
®L5For you, Mighty One, have heard my vows.
You have given me the heritage of those who faarryame.
®1%you will prolong the king's life;
His years shall be for generations.
®"He shall be enthroned in the Mighty One's presdéocaver.
Appoint your lovingkindness and truth, that theymeeserve him.
®1830 | will sing praise to your name forever,
That | may fulfill my vows daily.
61:5 shows that a key facilitating Yahweh hearing prayers is our fearing his name. We
should therefore fear Yahweh's name, that our psay@y not be hindered.

Do Not Cherish Sin In Your Heart

Psalm 66:16-20 reads,

®91%Come, and hear, all you who fear the Mighty One.

| will declare what he has done for my soul.

%% cried to him with my mouth.

He was extolled with my tongue.

°018f | cherished sin in my heart,

The Sovereign wouldn't have listened

*1%But most assuredly, the Mighty One has listened.

He has heard the voice of my prayer.

°6:20Blessed be the Mighty One, who has not turned amyagrayer,

Nor his lovingkindness from me.

66:18 shows that if we cherish sin in our heartshweh the Sovereign does not listen to our
prayers. Therefore, to ensure that Yahweh listersut prayers, our hearts must abhor sin, and
love righteousness.

66:20 implies that the grounds that Yahweh thet§igOne refuses to listen to prayers
are also the same grounds that he refrains fronariimg his lovingkindness, his Spirit, to
someone. Therefore, to ensure that Yahweh's loindgless, Yahweh Spirit, dwells in us, we
need to abhor sin and love righteousness.

Ask Yahweh To Answer Speedily When In Distress
Psalm 69:1-36 reads,
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*¥Isave me, Mighty One,

For the waters have come up to my neck!

%99 sink in deep mire, where there is no foothold.

| have come into deep waters, where the floodsfloveme.

%93 am weary with my crying.

My throat is dry.

My eyes fail, looking for my Mighty One.

®9“Those who hate me without a cause are more thahatine of my head.
Those who want to cut me off, being my enemiesgiulhy, are mighty.
| have to restore what | didn't take away.

®9>Mighty One, you know my foolishness.

My sins aren't hidden from you.

®%Don't let those who wait for you be put to shameubh me, Sovereign Yahweh-
Tzva'ot.

Don't let those who seek you be brought to dishdmmugh me, Mighty One of Yisra'el.
%9’Because for your sake, | have borne reproach.

Shame has covered my face.

%98 have become a stranger to my brothers,

An alien to my mother's children.

®9For the zeal of your house consumes me.

The reproaches of those who reproach you havenfaileme.

%1% hen I wept and | fasted,

That was to my reproach.

%94 when | made sackcloth my clothing,

| became a byword to them.

%912Those who sit in the gate talk about me.

| am the song of the drunkards.

9138yt as for me, my prayer is to you, Yahweh, in@eptable time.
Mighty One, in the abundance of your lovingkindnasswer me in the truth of your
salvation.

%9L“Deliver me out of the mire, and don't let me sink.

Let me be delivered from those who hate me, andfdbe deep waters.
%91°Don't let the flood waters overwhelm me,

Neither let the deep swallow me up.

Don't let the pit shut its mouth on me.

%9 1%Answer me, Yahweh, for your lovingkindness is good.
According to the multitude of your tender merctasy to me.

®¥1Don't hide your face from your servant,

For | am in distress. Answer me speedily

®9¥Draw near to my soul, and redeem it.

Ransom me because of my enemies.

%91%0u know my reproach, my shame, and my dishonor.

My adversaries are all before you.

%92%Reproach has broken my heart, and | am full of ess.

| looked for some to take pity, but there was none;

For comforters, but | found none.
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%92'They also gave me gall for my food.

In my thirst, they gave me vinegar to drink.

%929 et their table before them become a snare.

May it become a retribution and a trap.

%923 et their eyes be darkened, so that they can't see.

Make their loins continually to shake.

%92Pour out your indignation on them.

Let the fierceness of your anger overtake them.

%929 et their habitation be desolate.

Let no one dwell in their tents.

%928 or they persecute him whom you have wounded.

They tell of the sorrow of those whom you have. hurt

%92'Charge them with crime upon crime.

Don't let them come into your righteousness.

%928 et them be blotted out of the book of life,

And not be written with the righteous.

%92%But | am in pain and distress.

Let your salvation, Mighty One, protect me.

%939 will praise the name of the Mighty One with a san

And will magnify him with thanksgiving

%934t will please Yahweh better than an ox,

Or a bull that has horns and hoofs

®932The humble have seen it, and are glad.

You who seek after the Mighty One, let your heagt |

®93%or Yahweh hears the needy,

And doesn't despise his captive peaple

%934 et Heaven and earth praise him;

The seas, and everything that moves therein!

%93%For the Mighty One will save Tzion, and build tliges of Yahudah.

They shall settle there, and own it.

%93%The children also of his servants shall inherit it.

Those who love his name shall dwell therein.
69:17 shows that it is not inappropriate to somesirask Yahweh to act speedily in a particular
matter, especially when we are in distress, adeaseen from this example of David's.

Nevertheless, we should always remember that Yalmews best, and even the timing
of his deliverance is best left to him.

Praise And Thanksgiving Pleases Yahweh More Thanivhal Sacrifices

69:30-31 shows that praise to Yahweh with song,thadksgiving prayers, are more pleasing to
him than animal sacrifices to him. Not that anisatrifices to him are not at all pleasing. No!
Only that prayers of praise and thanksgiving givahwWeh greater pleasure than animal
sacrifices.

We should therefore regularly offer to Yahweh prayof praise and thanksgiving.
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Seek Yahweh Wholeheartedly

69:32-33 shows that Yahweh hears the prayers diuhable, those who seek him. Yahweh does
not despise these needy ones, these who are Ipideca
We should therefore seek Yahweh wholeheartedh,lie may indeed hear our prayers.

Trust In Yahweh And Walk Blamelessly

Psalm 84:9-12 reads,
849Behold, Mighty One our shield,
Look at the face of your anointed.
841%o0r a day in your courts is better than a thousand.
| would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of nghy One,
Than to dwell in the tents of wickedness.
8411For Yahweh the Mighty One is a sun and a shield.
Yahweh will give grace and glory.
He withholds no good thing from those who walk blatessly
841%yahweh-Tzva'ot,
Blessed is the man who trusts in you.
84:11 shows that Yahweh withholds no good thingnftbose who walk blamelessly.
We should therefore strive to walk blamelesslyobefYahweh, that our various good
requests to him in prayer may be answered in tivenative.

Some Reasons Why Yahweh Answers Prayers

Psalm 86:1-17 reads,
A Prayer by David.
8-Hear, Yahweh, and answer me,
For | am poor and needy
8- “preserve my soul, for | am righteous.
You, my Mighty One, save your servant who trustsyou.
8Be merciful to me, Sovereign,
For | call to you all day long
8“Bring joy to the soul of your servant,
For to you, Sovereign, do | lift up my soul
8>For you, Sovereign, are good, and ready to forgive;
Abundant in lovingkindness to all those who call grou
8 %Hear, Yahweh, my prayer.
Listen to the voice of my petitions.
8In the day of my trouble | will call on you,
For you will answer me.
8®There is no one like you among the mighty one=r8igwn,
Nor any deeds like your deeds.
86:9All nations you have made will come and worshipigefou, Sovereign.
They shall glorify your name.
861%0r you are great, and do wondrous things.
You are Mighty One alone.
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861 Teach me your way, Yahweh.

| will walk in your truth.

Make my heart undivided to fear your name

8617 will praise you, Sovereign my Mighty One, with whole heart.
| will glorify your name forevermore.

8613 0r your lovingkindness is great toward me.

You have delivered my soul from the lowest She'ol.
8:1%\lighty One, the proud have risen up against me.

A company of violent men have sought after my soul,

And they don't hold regard for you before them.

8618 ut you, Sovereign, are a merciful and gracioushiigOne,
Slow to anger, and abundant in lovingkindness aniht
81%Turn to me, and have mercy on me!

Give your strength to your servant.

Save the son of your handmaid.

861’Show me a sign of your goodness,

That those who hate me may see it, and be putatoeh
Because you, Yahweh, have helped me, and comfoeted

Be Humble

86:1 shows that the reason David expected Yahwébttohear him and answer him was that he
was poor and needy. Implying that it is those wiepor and needy in spirit whose prayers are
heard by Yahweh.

We should likewise be poor and needy in spirit.

Be Righteous And Trust Wholly In Yahweh

86:2 shows that the reason David expected botleprason and salvation was because he was
both righteous and trusted in Yahweh. Implying thas those who are righteous and trust in
Yahweh who Yahweh hears their supplications.

We should likewise be righteous and trust whailyyahweh.

Call To Yahweh All Day Long

86:3 shows that the reason David expected to receercy from Yahweh was because he called
to Yahweh all day long. In other words, he did just call to Yahweh once, twice or three times
a day, but called to Yahweh all day long.

We should likewise be calling to Yahweh all daydo that he may show us his great
mercy.

Lift Up Your Soul To Yahweh

86:4 shows that the reason David expected to regeiwfrom Yahweh was because he lifted up
his soul to Yahweh.
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We should likewise lift up our souls to YahweHhl]ing him all our innermost thoughts,
that he may give us his gift of joy.

Ask Yahweh To Teach You His Way

86:11 shows us that we ought to ask Yahweh to teadkis way, that we may walk in his truth.
We ought to ask Yahweh to make our heart undividddar his name.

Praying When In Distress

Psalm 102:1-28 reads,
A Prayer of the afflicted, when he is overwhelmad pours out his complaint before
Yahweh.
1921ear my prayer, Yahweh!
Let my cry come to you.
1922Don't hide your face from me in the day of my diess.
Turn your ear to me.
Answer me quickly in the day when | call
1923%For my days consume away like smoke.
My bones are burned as a firebrand.
1929My heart is blighted like grass, and withered,
For | forget to eat my bread.
19238y reason of the voice of my groaning,
My bones stick to my skin.
1929 am like a pelican of the wilderness.
| have become as an owl of the waste places.
1927 watch, and have become like a sparrow that isi@lon the housetop.
1928\1y enemies reproach me all day.
Those who are mad at me use my name as a curse.
1929%F0r | have eaten ashes like bread,
And mingled my drink with tears,
1921%Because of your indignation and your wrath,
For you have taken me up, and thrown me away.
102\y days are like a long shadow.
I have withered like grass.
192133yt you, Yahweh, will abide forever;
Your renown endures to all generations.
19213y ou will arise and have mercy on Tzion;
For it is time to have pity on her.
Yes, the set time has come.
1921 or your servants take pleasure in her stones,
And have pity on her dust.
1921350 the nations will fear the name of Yahweh;
All the kings of the earth your glory.
1921%0r Yahweh has built up Tzion.
He has appeared in his glory.
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1921He has responded to the prayer of the destitute,
And has not despised their prayer.
19218 his will be written for the generation to come.
A people who will be created will praise Yah.
1921%0r he has looked down from the height of his szt
From Heaven, Yahweh saw the earth;
1922919 hear the groans of the prisoner;
To free those who are condemned to death;
19224 hat men may declare the name of Yahweh in Tzion,
And his praise in Yerushalayim;
19223 hen the peoples are gathered together,
The kingdoms, to serve Yahweh.
1922He weakened my strength along the course.
He shortened my days
19224 said, "My Mighty One, don't take me away in thidsnof my days.
Your years are throughout all generations.
192:2%0f old, you laid the foundation of the earth.
The heavens are the work of your hands.
192:25They will perish, but you will endure.
Yes, all of them will wear out like a garment.
You will change them like a cloak, and they willchanged.
192278t you are the same.
Your years will have no end.
19228The children of your servants will continue.
Their seed will be established before you."
102:2 shows, as already seen earlier on, that weerare in distress and cry to Yahweh to
deliver us, it is appropriate to ask him to actesjly.

Yahweh Has Appointed Times For Particular Actions

102:13 shows that Yahweh has set or appointed tiorescting in particular manners with
respect to particular situations.

We should therefore ascertain from Yahweh whenskistime for acting in a given
circumstance is, that when that time arrives, wg pray to him to take the appropriate action
that he had set upon himself to undertake. ForlI2hows that Yahweh responds to the prayer
of the destitute in such circumstances, and doedexgpise their prayer.

Prepare Yourself To Pray For Tzion

Seeing that this has been spoken about in the xdomitéhe restoration of Tzion, and seeing that
the time for this restoration is almost upon usyaets of Yahweh should prepare themselves to
pray to Yahweh to restore the fortunes of TzionatTiahweh may act in its favour, and do it
what he has prophesied for it.
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Yahweh Shortens And Prolongs The Days Of Human Bgsn

102:23-24 shows that Yahweh does sometimes shtreedays of certain people, with these
people not living out the fullness of days that Weh originally allotted to them.

Earlier on, in the case of Chizkiyahu the kingwas seen that Yahweh prolonged his
days. Therefore, just as Yahweh does, on occapioigng the days of certain people, so also,
on occasion, he shortens the days of other people.

Worship Yahweh In Fasting

Psalm 109:1-31 reads,
1991 Mighty One of my praise, don't remain silent,
1992For they have opened the mouth of the wicked amenibuth of deceit against me.
They have spoken to me with a lying tongue.
1993They have also surrounded me with words of hatred,
And fought against me without a cause.
19991 return for my love, they are my adversaries;
But | am in prayer.
1995They have rewarded me evil for good,
And hatred for my love.
199%3et a wicked man over him.
Let an adversary stand at his right hand.
199"\When he is judged, let him come forth guilty.
Let his prayer be turned into sin.
199 et his days be few.
Let another take his office.
1999 et his children be fatherless,
And his wife a widow.
10919 et his children be wandering beggars.
Let them be sought from their ruins.
1091 et the creditor seize all that he has.
Let strangers plunder the fruit of his labor.
10913 et there be none to extend kindness to him,
Neither let there be any to have pity on his fd#gr children.
10913 et his posterity be cut off.
In the generation following let their name be l#dtbut.
10919 et the iniquity of his fathers be remembered bywéh.
Don't let the sin of his mother be blotted out.
10913 et them be before Yahweh continually,
That he may cut off the memory of them from thehpar
10918 ecause he didn't remember to show kindness,
But persecuted the poor and needy man,
The broken in heart, to kill them.
199:1%es, he loved cursing, and it came to him.
He didn't delight in blessing, and it was far frémm.
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199:1%4e clothed himself also with cursing as with hisngent.
It came into his inward parts like water,
Like oil into his bones.
10919 et it be to him as the clothing with which he gev@mself,
For the belt that is always around him.
10929 hjs is the reward of my adversaries from Yahweh,
Of those who speak evil against my soul.
1092184t deal with me, Yahweh the Sovereign, for youneis sake,
Because your lovingkindness is good, deliver me;
19923 0r | am poor and needy.
My heart is wounded within me.
19923 fade away like an evening shadow.
| am shaken off as the locust.
109:29ly knees are weak through fasting.
My body is thin and lacks fat
19923 have also become a reproach to them.
When they see me, they shake their head.
1992%elp me, Yahweh, my Mighty One.
Save me according to your lovingkindness;
1992 T hat they may know that this is your hand;
That you, Yahweh, have done it.
10928They may curse, but you bless.
When they arise, they will be put to shame,
But your servant shall rejoice.
10929 et my adversaries be clothed with dishonor.
Let them cover themselves with their own shamdthsawobe.
10939 will give great thanks to Yahweh with my mouth.
Yes, | will praise him among the multitude.
19931Eor he will stand at the right hand of the needy,
To save him from those who judge his soul.
109:24 shows that fasting was fundamental to Dawvlds worship of Yahweh.
We should likewise worship Yahweh not just in may but also in fasting.

Pray For The Peace Of Yerushalayim

Psalm 122:1-9 reads,
1224 was glad when they said to me,
“"Let's go to Yahweh's house!"
12220ur feet are standing
Within your gates, Yerushalayim;
1223y erushalayim, that is built
As a city that is compact together;
1224\ here the tribes go up, even Yah's tribes,
According to an ordinance for Yisra'el,
To give thanks to the name of Yahweh.
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1223F0or there are set thrones for judgment,

The thrones of David's house.

122%pray for the shalom of Yerushalayim.

They will prosper who love you

122Shalom be within your walls,

And prosperity within your palaces.

122801 my brothers' and companions' sakes,

I will now say, "Shalom be within you."

1229F0r the sake of the house of Yahweh our Mighty One,

| will seek your good.
122:6 shows that we should pray for the shalomeaicg of Yerushalayim. It is the location of
the house of Yahweh our Mighty One. We should &se Yerushalayim, for those who do so
will prosper.

Prayers Are Similar To Incense And Sacrifices

Psalm 141:1-5 reads,

14yahweh, | have called on you.

Come to me quickly!

Listen to my voice when | call to you.

1412 et my prayer be set before you like incense;

The lifting up of my hands like the evening saccg

1413Set a watch, Yahweh, before my mouth.

Keep the door of my lips.

14“Don't incline my heart to any evil thing,

To practice deeds of wickedness with men who wgkity.

Don't let me eat of their delicacies.

1413 et the righteous strike me, it is kindness;

Let him reprove me, it is like oil on the head,;

Don't let my head refuse it;

Yet my prayer is always against evil deeds
141:2 likens prayers to Yahweh to incense, andittireg up of hands in prayer to the evening
sacrifice.

Earlier on it was seen that Yahweh takes gred¢aspre in prayers to him than in animal
sacrifices to him, showing that though they ardeds#nt, they have similarities, both being
offerings to Yahweh.

141:5 shows that like David, we should always @gainst evil deeds.

Seek Relief From Yahweh For His Own Name's Sake

Psalm 143:1-12 reads,
1431ear my prayer, Yahweh.
Listen to my petitions.
In your faithfulness and righteousness, relieve me.
1432Don't enter into judgment with your servant,
For in your sight no man living is righteous
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1433 0r the enemy pursues my soul.

He has struck my life down to the ground.

He has made me live in dark places, as those wie been long dead.

1434Therefore my spirit is overwhelmed within me.

My heart within me is desolate.

1439 remember the days of old.

| meditate on all your doings.

| contemplate the work of your hands.

1439 spread forth my hands to you.

My soul thirsts for you, like a parched land.

Selah.

“3Hurry to answer me, Yahweh.

My spirit fails.

Don't hide your face from me,

So that | don't become like those who go downthmqit.

1438cause me to hear your lovingkindness in the mornjng

For | trust in you.

Cause me to know the way in which | should walk,

For I lift up my soul to you

143*Deliver me, Yahweh, from my enemies.

| flee to you to hide me.

1431% each me to do your will,

For you are my Mighty One.

Your Spirit is good.

Lead me in the land of uprightness.

14311Revive me, Yahweh, for your name's sake.

In your righteousness, bring my soul out of trouble

143131 your lovingkindness, cut off my enemies,

And destroy all those who afflict my soul,

For I am your servant.

143:1-2 shows that when David prayed to Yahwelrddief, he did not base his prayer on his
own righteousness. For he recognised that in Yalsvgipht no living man is righteous. In other

words, living men have yet to attain to Yahwehighteousness. David therefore sought relief
based on Yahweh's faithfulness and righteousnegdyinhg that Yahweh had made a promise to
David, and David was therefore asking for reli@nfrthe circumstances he then found himself
in, that Yahweh's promises may be fulfilled, thbhewing Yahweh's faithfulness.

Therefore, when we are faced with a difficult atian, a situation that our conduct does
not justify our being relieved from, we can stibitain relief from that situation by appealing to
Yahweh for his great name's sake. In other wordsui being relieved from that difficult
situation would facilitate the glorification of Yaleh's name, we should appeal for Yahweh to
take action on our behalf and thus glorify his ndyeo doing.

For example, Yahweh had promised David that heldvondeed be king over Yisrael.
Yet when king Shaul and all Yisrael were pursuimg ks a fugitive, it seemed highly unlikely
that David would succeed to the throne of Yisr&zdvid therefore prayed for salvation at
Yahweh's hand that the promise that Yahweh had rtad2avid may indeed be fulfilled. In
other words, David was not praying for salvatiosdzhon his own good conduct. No! But based
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on Yahweh's faithfulness and righteousness. Forwéahis faithful and righteous, and will
always bring to fruition his promises. David themnef based his petition for relief on Yahweh's
good and great name!

When In Danger Ask Yahweh For A Quick Answer

143:7-9 shows that when we are in dire straitsh flscwhen our lives are in danger, it is indeed
very appropriate to cry to Yahweh to hurry his @se to our petition.

Seek Yahweh's Guidance

143:8-10 shows that it is to Yahweh that we shaddk guidance for spiritual matters. We
should pray to him to give us knowledge of spifitonatters. We should pray to him to teach us
to do his will.

And seeing that we saw earlier on that Yahweh ao¢sleny his upright servants their
good requests, we can indeed be confident that ¥ahwmill indeed impart to us his spiritual
knowledge, and teach us how to do his will, afterihg shown us what his will is.

143:11 reiterates the basis of David's petitiarrédief from a distressing situation. It was
founded on Yahweh's name's sake, and not on Danghiteousness. We should learn from
David, and do likewise.
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PROVERBS

Put Away Wickedness

Mishle (Proverbs) 15:8 reads,
1>®The sacrifice made by the wicked is an abominatioviahweh,
But the prayer of the upright is his delight.

Prayer is again likened to sacrifice.

Seeing that the prayers of the wicked are an atmtion before Yahweh, and seeing also
that we ought to pray regularly to Yahweh, it igplred that we ought to put away wickedness
far from us. Such that we do not bring to Yahwehaliyn offering - our prayers profaned with
our wickedness. It is therefore imperative thatliwe upright and righteous lives.

Mishle (Proverbs) 15:29 reads,
1>2%ahweh is far from the wicked,
But he hears the prayer of the righteous.

Be Attentive To Yahweh's Law

Mishle (Proverbs) 28:9 reads,

®%He who turns away his ear from hearing the law,

Even his prayer is an abomination.
The prayers of those who turn their ears away fnearing the law are an abomination. Also, the
prayers of the wicked are an abomination. It ise¢fee wickedness to turn one's ears away from
hearing Yahweh's law.
Yahweh's servants should therefore be duly attenavwhis law, and do it.
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IlYOV'S SUFFERINGS

Avoid Wickedness And Pray Pure Prayers

lyov (Job) 16:1-22 reads,
1% Then lyov answered,
1621 have heard many such things.
Miserable comforters are you all!
183ghall vain words have an end?
Or what provokes you that you answer?
1641 also could speak as you do.
If your soul were in my soul's place,
| could join words together against you,
And shake my head at you.
19°But | would strengthen you with my mouth.
The solace of my lips would relieve you.
1%&Though | speak, my grief is not subsided.
Though | forbear, what am | eased?
1%’But now, Mighty One, you have surely worn me out.
You have made desolate all my company.
1%8you have shriveled me up. This is a witness agaiest
My leanness rises up against me,
It testifies to my face.
1%%He has torn me in his wrath, and persecuted me:
He has gnashed on me with his teeth:
My adversary sharpens his eyes on me.
181%They have gaped on me with their mouth;
They have struck me on the cheek reproachfully.
They gather themselves together against me.
191 The Mighty One delivers me to the unrighteous,
And casts me into the hands of the wicked.
1813 was at ease, and he broke me apart.
Yes, he has taken me by the neck, and dashedpresés.
He has also set me up for his target.
1813%js archers surround me.
He splits my kidneys apart, and does not spare.
He pours out my gall on the ground.
1%1He breaks me with breach on breach.
He runs on me like a Rafa.
1613 have sewed sackcloth on my skin,
And have thrust my horn in the dust.
1619y face is red with weeping.
Deep darkness is on my eyelids.
1617Although there is no violence in my hands,
And my prayer is pure.
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161%Earth, don't cover my blood,

Let my cry have no place to rest.

1%1%Even now, behold, my witness is in Heaven.

He who vouches for me is on high.

18:20\1y friends scoff at me.

My eyes pour out tears to the Mighty One,

192'That he would maintain the right of a man with Mighty One,

Of a son of man with his neighbor!

1822F0r when a few years are come,

| shall go the way from whence | shall not return.
16:17 shows that lyov avoided the way of wickednassl prayed pure prayers to Yahweh the
Mighty One. We should do likewise.
[16:16 appears to suggest that lyov was of the &san (white) race, seeing that his face was
"red with weeping”, and "deep darkness" was orelgdids. These are physical traits typical of
those of the Caucasian race in similar circumstaihce

Avoid The Traits Of Wickedness

lyov (Job) 21:1-34 reads,
1 Then lyov answered,
2L isten diligently to my speech.
Let this be your consolation.
?3Allow me, and | also will speak;
After | have spoken, mock on.
?L“As for me, is my complaint to man?
Why shouldn't | be impatient?
?I°Look at me, and be astonished.
Lay your hand on your mouth.
*%hen | remember, | am troubled.
Horror takes hold of my flesh.
2L™Why do the wicked live,
Become old, yes, and grow mighty in power?
?L®¥Their child is established with them in their sight
Their offspring before their eyes.
?19Their houses are safe from fear,
Neither is the rod of the Mighty One upon them.
?“1%Their bulls breed without fail.
Their cows calve, and don't miscarry.
211They send forth their little ones like a flock.
Their children dance.
?112They sing to the tambourine and harp,
And rejoice at the sound of the pipe.
211%They spend their days in prosperity.
In an instant they go down to She'ol.
211%They tell the Mighty One, 'Depart from us,
For we don't want to know about your ways
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2IWhat is Shaddai, that we should serve him?

What profit should we have, if we pray to him?

?1%Behold, their prosperity is not in their hand:

The counsel of the wicked is far from me.

2HMHow often is it that the lamp of the wicked is put?

That their calamity comes on them?

That the Mighty One distributes sorrows in his afge

2118That they are as stubble before the wind,

As chaff that the storm carries away?

211%0u say, 'The Mighty One lays up his iniquity fisr¢hildren.’

Let him recompense it to himself, that he may khow

2129 et his own eyes see his destruction.

Let him drink of the wrath of Shaddai.

2121Eor what does he care for his house after him,

When the number of his months is cut off?

2L:223hall any teach the Mighty One knowledge,

Seeing he judges those who are high?

?230ne dies in his full strength,

Being wholly at ease and quiet.

?L2His pails are full of milk.

The marrow of his bones is moistened.

2L2Another dies in bitterness of soul,

And never tastes of good.

2L:2%They lie down alike in the dust,

The worm covers them.

22Behold, | know your thoughts,

The devices with which you would wrong me.

212801 you say, 'Where is the house of the prince?

Where is the tent in which the wicked lived?'

212%aven't you asked wayfaring men?

Don't you know their evidences,

213%That the evil man is reserved to the day of calgit

That they are led forth to the day of wrath?

?133Who shall declare his way to his face?

Who shall repay him what he has done?

?132yet shall he be borne to the grave,

Men shall keep watch over the tomb.

?13%The clods of the valley shall be sweet to him.

All men shall draw after him,

As there were innumerable before him.

1350 how can you comfort me with nonsense,

Seeing that in your answers there remains onhefased?"
21:14-15 shows that the wicked have no regardhiemMighty One, or for his ways. They see no
profit in serving Yahweh, or in praying to him.

Servants of Yahweh should avoid these traits @ftltked.
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Yahweh Hears The Prayers Of Repentant Sinners

lyov (Job) 22:1-30 reads,
?2*Then Elifaz the Temanite answered,
?22Can a man be profitable to the Mighty One?
Surely he who is wise is profitable to himself.
235 it any pleasure to Shaddai, that you are right&®
Or does it benefit him, that you make your way$qut?
245 it for your piety that he reproves you,
That he enters with you into judgment?
2291sn't your wickedness great?
Neither is there any end to your iniguities
?2%For you have taken pledges from your brother forthing,

And stripped the naked of their clothing

22y ou_haven't given water to the weary to drink,
And you have withheld bread from the hungry
2288yt as for the mighty man, he had the earth.
The honorable man, he lived in it.

229y ou_have sent widows away empty,

And the arms of the fatherless have been broken
221%herefore snares are round about you.
Sudden fear troubles you,

22110y darkness, so that you can not see,

And floods of waters cover you.

22129n't the Mighty One in the heights of Heaven?
See the height of the stars, how high they are!l
2213you say, 'What does the Mighty One know?
Can he judge through the thick darkness?
21%Thick clouds are a covering to him, so that he diese.
He walks on the vault of the sky.'

225l you keep the old way

Which wicked men have trodden,

?21%ho were snatched away before their time,
Whose foundation was poured out as a stream,
?21\Who said to the Mighty One, 'Depart from us;’
And, 'What can Shaddai do for us?'

2218vet he filled their houses with good things,

But the counsel of the wicked is far from me.
?21%The righteous see it, and are glad;

The innocent laugh them to scorn,

222933ying, 'Surely those who rose up against us areftu
The fire has consumed the remnant of them.’
222l'pcquaint yourself with him, now, and be at shalom.
Thereby good shall come to you.

2222please receive the law from his mouth,

And lay up his words in your heart.
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2223f you return to Shaddai, you shall be built up,

If you put away unrighteousness far from your tents

2229 ay your treasure in the dust,

The gold of Ofir among the stones of the brooks.

22The Almighty will be your treasure,

Precious silver to you.

222%0r then shall you delight yourself in Shaddai,

And shall lift up your face to the Mighty One.

222you shall make your prayer to him, and he will hgau.

You shall pay your vows.

2228you shall also decree a thing, and it shall be [dighed to you.

Light shall shine on your ways.

2229\hen they cast down, you shall say, 'be lifted up.'

He will save the humble person.

223%e will even deliver him who is not innocent;

Yes, he shall be delivered through the cleannegeswfhands."

The words of Elifaz the Temanite in 22:21-30 areefras applied to repentant sinners.
Nevertheless, his accusation against lyov was,fédsdyov was not guilty of having committed
the sins he accused lyov of having committed. Ebfavords were therefore not applicable to
Iyov, but to wicked men.

But the message in them is correct, that Shadf@diyweh the Mighty Man, indeed hears
the prayers of repentant sinners. Therefore, ihaxe sinned, we should repent of our sins, and
subsequently pray to Yahweh. He will then hear lug, not while we are still committing
iniquity.

Confess Your Sins To Both Yahweh And Men

lyov (Job) 33:23-28 reads,
332%f there is beside him an angel,
An interpreter, one among a thousand,
To show to man what is right for him;
3324Then the Mighty One is gracious to him, and says,
'‘Deliver him from going down to the pit,
| have found a ransom.’
332°%His flesh shall be fresher than a child's;
He returns to the days of his youth.
332%e prays to the Mighty One, and he is favorablhitn,
So that he sees his face with joy:
He restores to man his righteousness.
332"He sings before men, and says,
'I have sinned, and perverted that which was right,
And it didn't profit me.
332%e has redeemed my soul from going into the pit,
My life shall see the light.'
33:26-27 shows that the people the Mighty One restto righteousness are those who confess
their sins, not just to the Mighty One, but als@tber human beings.
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Servants of Yahweh should therefore not be shyabonfessing their sins to one
another, but should do so. They should, even nmopeitantly, confess their sins to Yahweh the
Mighty One. Confession of sins is therefore to mento both Yahweh the Mighty One and to
other human beings.

Yahweh's Servants Must Pray For Sinners

lyov (Job) 42:7-17 reads,
4271t was so, that after Yahweh had spoken these wiorty®v, Yahweh said to Elifaz the
Temanite, My wrath is kindled against you, and against yowrd friends; for you have
not spoken of me the thing that is right, as my gant lyov has*?*Now therefore, take
to yourselves seven bulls and seven rams, and gmycservant lyov, and offer up for
yourselves a burnt offering; and my servant lyovathpray for you, for | will accept
him, that | not deal with you according to your figl For you have not spoken of me
the thing that is right, as my servant lyov has
42930 Elifaz the Temanite and Bildad the Shuchi arafaFzhe Naamathite went, and
did what Yahweh commanded them, dathweh accepted lyov
421% ahweh turned the captivity of lyov, when he praykmt his friends. Yahweh gave
lyov twice as much as he had befofé*Then came there to him all his brothers, and
all his sisters, and all those who had been ofaeguaintance before, and ate bread with
him in his house. They comforted him, and consblad concerning all the evil that
Yahweh had brought on him. Everyone also gave hmeee of money, and everyone a
ring of gold.
421250 Yahweh blessed the latter end of lyov more higibeginning. He had fourteen
thousand sheep, six thousand camels, one thouskadof oxen, and a thousand female
donkeys?#**He had also seven sons and three daughtérée called the name of the
first, Jemimah; and the name of the second, Kezald; the name of the third, Keren-
happuch.***n all the land were no women found so beautifulheesdaughters of lyov.
Their father gave them an inheritance among theithers.***°After this lyov lived one
hundred forty years, and saw his sons, and his'ssss, to four generation§>'’So
lyov died, being old and full of days.
42:8 shows that Yahweh requires his servants tp farasinners. To pray for sinners that they
may repent of their sins, and that Yahweh may adtepn into his fold.
It is therefore a duty of a servant of Yahweh taypfor others, that they may repent of
their sins, and that Yahweh may forgive them oirtems, and accept them into his household.
42:10 shows that Yahweh blessed lyov only aftehde prayed for his friends. In other
words, for Yahweh to shower his blessings uponshivants, they must first perform the duty
that Yahweh had given them to perform, includingypng for repentant sinners that these may
be forgiven.
We should therefore pray for sinners, that they math repent of their sins, and that
Yahweh may forgive them of their sins. After sordpiYahweh can then allow the blessings that
he desires for us to come upon us.
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DANIYEL THE PROPHET

Daniyel Cast Into The Lions' Den

Daniyel (Daniel) 6:1-28 reads,
%11t pleased Daryavesh to set over the kingdom omelfed twenty satraps, who should
be throughout the whole kingdofi’and over them three presidents, of whom Daniyel
was one; that these satraps might give accourtiémt and that the king should have no
damage.®*Then this Daniyel was distinguished above the geegs and the satraps,
because an excellent spirit was in him; and the kimught to set him over the whole
realm.
®4Then the presidents and the satraps sought to dicchsion against Daniyel as
touching the kingdom; but they could find no ocmasior fault, because he was faithful,
neither was there any error or fault found in hiMThen said these men, "We shall not
find any occasion against this Daniyel, except ivd it against him concerning the law
of his Mighty One."
®®Then these presidents and satraps assembled togettie king, and said thus to him,
"King Daryavesh, live foreveP.’All the presidents of the kingdom, the deputies thed
satraps, the counselors and the governors, haveuttad together to establish a royal
statute, and to make a strong interdict, that wieoeshall ask a petition of any mighty
one or man for thirty days, save of you, O king,shall be cast into the den of lions.
®8Now, O king, establish the interdict, and sign thiting, that it not be changed,
according to the law of the Madai and Paras, whiesn't alter."®*Therefore king
Daryavesh signed the writing and the interdict.
®1%When Daniyel knew that the writing was signed, hent into_his house (now_his
windows were open in his chamber toward Yerushatayiand he kneeled on his knees
three times a day, and prayed, and gave thanks teeflois Mighty One, as he did
before ®**'Then these men assembled together, and found Danakéng petition and
supplication before his Mighty One.
®1“Then they came near, and spoke before the kingeooing the king's interdict:
"Haven't you signed an interdict, that every marowhall make petition to any mighty
one or man within thirty days, save to you, O kistgall be cast into the den of lions?"
The king answered, "The thing is true, accordinghe law of the Madai and Paras,
which doesn't alter.®**Then answered they and said before the king, "Diaatyel, who
is of the children of the captivity of Yahudah, sideregard you, O king, nor the interdict
that you have signed, but makes his petition thinees a day."
®“Then the king, when he heard these words, wasdispieased, and set his heart on
Daniyel to deliver him; and he labored until theirggp down of the sun to rescue him.
®>Then these men assembled together to the kingsaitdo the king, "Know, O king,
that it is a law of the Madai and Paras, that ndendict nor statute which the king
establishes may be changef**Then the king commanded, and they brought Daniyel,
and cast him into the den of lions. Now the kingkspand said to Daniyel, "Your Mighty
One whom you serve continually, he will deliver.yS8d’A stone was brought, and laid
on the mouth of the den; and the king sealed It wig own signet, and with the signet of
his masters; that nothing might be changed conogrianiyel.
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®1®Then the king went to his palace, and passed thehnifasting; neither were
instruments of music brought before him: and hiseglp fled from him®*°Then the king
arose very early in the morning, and went in hastéhe den of lions>*When he came
near to the den to Daniyel, he cried with a lamélgavoice; the king spoke and said to
Daniyel, "Daniyel, servant of the living Mighty Qne your Mighty One, whom you serve
continually, able to deliver you from the lions?*'Then said Daniyel to the king, "O
king, live forever®*My Mighty One has sent his angel, and has shutidins' mouths,
and they have not hurt me; because as before hwcence was found in me; and also
before you, O king, have | done no huft**Then was the king exceeding glad, and
commanded that they should take Daniyel up ouh®fden.So Daniyel was taken up
out of the den, and no manner of hurt was found dim, because he had trusted in his
Mighty One

®2The king commanded, and they brought those merhathaccused Daniyel, and they
cast them into the den of lions, them, their cleildrand their wives; and the lions had the
mastery of them, and broke all their bones in Bet=fore they came to the bottom of
the den.

®2Then king Daryavesh wrote to all the peoples, majand languages, who dwell in
all the earth: 'Shalom be multiplied to yol’:*°l make a decree, that in all the dominion
of my kingdom men tremble and fear before the Miglfdne of Daniyel; for he is the
living Mighty One, and steadfast forever, His kingch that which shall not be
destroyed; and his dominion shall be even to thel€tf’He delivers and rescues, and
he works signs and wonders in Heaven and in eamiho has delivered Daniyel from
the power of the liong ®?*So this Daniyel prospered in the reign of Daryavesid in
the reign of Koresh the Parsian.

Pray Your Prayers Facing In The Direction Of Yeruskayim

6:10 shows that Daniyel prayed his prayers facmthe direction of Yerushalayim. This clearly
shows that Daniyel understood the validity of Sheids prayer at the time of the dedication of
the temple, and Yahweh's acceptance of Shelomayzipr

Therefore, following Daniyel's example, all sertsaaf Yahweh should pray their prayers
facing in the direction of Yerushalayim.

Daniyel's Prayer Mannerisms

6:10 also shows the posture that Daniyel adoptetlifoprayers - kneeling on his knees. It also
shows the frequency of his prayers - three timelsya It also shows what he prayed about -
giving thanks to the Mighty One. Servants of Yahwsimould indeed follow Daniyel's
commendable example.

The Vital Importance Of Praying To Yahweh

6:10 also shows that Daniyel ignored the royalus¢atind interdict, and continued on as before
with his regular prayer routine, giving thanks t@hweh the Mighty One. In other words,
Daniyel clearly perceived that praying to the Miglitne was more important than submitting to
the royal statute and interdict, a statute anddinte forbidding regular prayer to the Mighty One
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for 30 days. It did not matter that violating thimyal statute and interdict had a penalty that
potentially meant death to its violator. In othevrds, Daniyel was quite prepared to die, seeing
that the penalty for so praying to Yahweh the Myglitne during this forbidden period was
death!

In this Daniyel teaches us that it is vitally innfzmt that we pray to Yahweh on a regular
basis, thanking him for the various blessings leats us and for all his wonderful works. He
also teaches us that regularly praying to the Mighme, regularly giving thanks to the Mighty
One, is more important than even the preservatianuophysical lives! He also teaches us that
where we are faced with a dilemma between regufadying to Yahweh, or otherwise obeying
Yahweh, and obeying a command that forbids us sorpraying to Yahweh, we should submit
to Yahweh, and continue to regularly pray to hiather than submit to the forbidding command.
In other words, we should clearly understand thattweh is indeed HaElyon - the Most High. It
is his words that are supreme, and not those arathtities, especially if the words of these
other entities are contrary to Yahweh's words.

Servants Of Yahweh Are Required To Pray Regularly Yahweh

It should also be clear that it is indeed a requ@et of servants of Yahweh that they pray
regularly to Yahweh. As earlier seen, Shemuel iddssad that it was sin for him not to pray for
the welfare of the people. It was also seen thdiwéh required lyov to pray for his errant
friends, that they may be forgiven their iniquityefore Yahweh restored lyov to his former
fortunes. It should therefore be clear that indeled Yahweh's requirement that his servants pray
regularly to him, both in thanksgiving and in makiother petitions, including asking for mercy
for repentant sinners.
6:11 shows that Daniyel was making prayer and lezgipn before the Mighty One.

Yahweh Is The Deliverer

6:16 shows that king Daryavesh, the king of Madal &aras, believed that Daniyel's Mighty
One could indeed deliver Daniyel out of the mouthhe lions in the den. Yahweh the Mighty
One is indeed the deliverer.

6:19-22 shows that Yahweh indeed delivered Damiyegh harm that the lions would
have done to him.

Why Yahweh Delivered Daniyel

6:22 gives the reason why Yahweh delivered DanijeCause he was a faithful servant who
served innocently, so serving both Yahweh the Migbhe and the king of Madai and Paras. It
should therefore be clear that servants of Yahwmluld not only be faithful in their service to
Yahweh, but also to all others whom Yahweh planesuthority above them.
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Servants Of Yahweh Are To Submit To All In AuthoyiOver Them

In other words, from Daniyel's experience, it idead evident that it is also a requirement of
Yahweh that his servants be faithful and submisgivall he places in authority over them, such
as various governments.

Daniyel Was Tried For Yahweh's Glorification

6:25-26 shows that Yahweh used Daniyel's diffiexiberience of faith for his own glorification.
For Daniyel's faithful service to Yahweh, even udgath, resulted in Yahweh being glorified in
the entire kingdom under the domain of king Dargive

We should therefore learn from Daniyel's experetitat Yahweh indeed allows us to
undergo difficult situations, even situations tha¢ potentially fatal, for the glorification of his
own name. Provided we remain faithful to him, ewvewer great pressure, his purpose will
indeed be done, and we will eventually be commengdare him.

Daniyel's Prayer For Yerushalayim's Restoration

Daniyel (Daniel) 9:1-27 reads,
*!In the first year of Daryavesh the son of Achasbsfer of the seed of the Madai, who
was made king over the realm of the Kasdifin the first year of his reign |, Daniyel,
understood by the books the number of the yearseahéhe word of Yahweh came to
Yirmeyahu the prophet, for the accomplishing of desolations of Yerushalayim, even
seventy years. | set my face to the Sovereign Mighty One, to séskprayer and
petitions, with fasting and sackcloth and ashes
4| prayed to Yahweh my Mighty One, and made comiesaind said, "Oh, Sovereign,
the great and dreadful Mighty One, who keeps coveaad lovingkindness with those
who love him and keep his commandmerale have sinned, and have dealt perversely,
and have done wickedly, and have rebelled, evenngrraside from your precepts and
from your ordinances?*“neither have we listened to your servants the petphwho
spoke in your name to our kings, our princes, amdfathers, and to all the people of the
land. *’Sovereign, righteousness belongs to you, but toonfusion of face, as at this
day; to the men of Yahudah, and to the inhabitahtgerushalayim, and to all Yisra'el,
who are near, and who are far off, through all teintries where you have driven them,
because of their trespass that they have trespaageghst you.’®*Sovereign, to us
belongs confusion of face, to our kings, to ounges, and to our fathers, because we
have sinned against yod To the Sovereign our Mighty One belong mercies and
forgiveness; for we have rebelled against hifheither have we obeyed the voice of
Yahweh our Mighty One, to walk in his laws, whiehset before us by his servants the
prophets.’*Yes, all Yisra'el have transgressed your law, evening aside, that they
should not obey your voice: therefore has the ctessn poured out on us, and the oath
that is written in the law of Moshe the servantited Mighty One; for we have sinned
against him>*?He has confirmed his words, which he spoke agaissand against our
judges who judged us, by bringing on us a gredt & under the whole sky has not
been done as has been done on Yerushaldyitis it is written in the law of Moshe, all
this evil is come on us: yet have we not entrettedavor of Yahweh our Mighty One,
that we should turn from our iniquities, and havscdrnment in your trutt?**Therefore
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has Yahweh watched over the evil, and brought itginfor Yahweh our Mighty One is
righteous in all his works which he does, and weehaot obeyed his voic& “Now,
Sovereign our Mighty One, who has brought your pedprth out of the land of
Mitzrayim with a mighty hand, and have gotten yenown, as at this day; we have
sinned, we have done wickediy°Sovereign, according to all your righteousness, let
your anger and please let your wrath be turned a¥vagn your city Yerushalayim, your
holy mountain; because for our sins, and for thigurties of our fathers, Yerushalayim
and your people are become a reproach to all wheraund about us*’Now therefore,
our Mighty One, listen to the prayer of your sertyaand to his petitions, and cause your
face to shine on your sanctuary that is desolaietie Sovereign's saké:*My Mighty
One, turn your ear, and hear; open your eyes, aslair desolations, and the city which
is called by your name: for we do not present oetitpns before you for our
righteousness, but for your great mercies' sdkéSovereign, hear; Sovereign, forgive;
Sovereign, listen and do; don't defer, for your csae, my Mighty One, because your
city and your people are called by your name."

%2%While | was speaking, and praying, and confessiggsim and the sin of my people
Yisra'el, and presenting my supplication before weitth my Mighty One for the holy
mountain of my Mighty Oné:*'yes, while | was speaking in prayer, the man Galyri'
whom | had seen in the vision at the beginningadpeiaused to fly swiftly, touched me
about the time of the evening offerifg’He instructed me, and talked with me, and said,
"Daniyel, | am now come forth to give you wisdond amderstanding’?°At the
beginning of your petitions the commandment wenti,fand | am come to tell you; for
you are greatly beloved: therefore consider the teratand understand the vision.
“2YSeventy weeks are decreed on your people and on haoly city, to finish
disobedience, and to make an end of sins, and ke meonciliation for iniquity, and to
bring in everlasting righteousness, and to sealigpn and prophecy, and to anoint the
most holy?#*Know therefore and discern, that from the goingHaf the commandment
to restore and to build Yerushalayim to the Messkehprince, shall be seven weeks, and
sixty-two weeks: it shall be built again, with €teand moat, even in troubled times.
9Z%After the sixty-two weeks the Messiah shall beotfuand shall have nothing: and the
people of the prince who shall come shall destheydity and the sanctuary; and the end
of it shall be with a flood, and even to the endllshe war; desolations are determined.
%2’"He shall make a firm covenant with many for onekweed in the midst of the week
he shall cause the sacrifice and the offering tasee and on the wing of abominations
shall come one who makes desolate; and even ttullhend, and that determined, shall
wrath be poured out on the desolate."

Study Yahweh's Words

9:2 shows that Daniyel was a student of Yahwehiglsvoontained in the books - the Scriptures.
Yahweh's servants should likewise be regular andwse students of his words contained in the
books - the Scriptures.

It was from studying the Scriptures that Daniybtasned understanding of the plight of

his people - why they were exiled away from theimdand, and scattered among the various
countries of all the earth. It was also from stadyihe Scriptures that he learnt about the timing
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of the end of that exile that they were then exgeing, and the time for the restoration of
Yerushalayim.

It is therefore evident that servants of Yahweh lemrn much from studying his words
contained in the Scriptures.

Pray For The Fulfilment Of Yahweh's Prophecies

9:3-19 shows that Daniyel prayed for the restonatib Yerushalayim, the very restoration that
he had learnt from the Scriptures would take p&tcEbout the time that he was praying.

In this there is a lesson for us. Yahweh had dlyqaurposed to restore Yerushalayim
after the stipulated 70 years. And seeing that Yat'svpurposes stand, he was indeed going to
restore it as he stipulated, irrespective of meafgluct pertaining to Yerushalayim. Yet we see
Daniyel petitioning Yahweh, with fasting and sackhland ashes, to do according to what he
had already said that he would do!

In other words, servants of Yahweh are not to oestheir laurels just because they have
learned that Yahweh has stipulated his performafeecertain action at a certain point in time.
They should be involved in Yahweh's prophesiedoactAnd that involvement commences by
their seeking Yahweh in prayer and petitions, idolg fasting, that Yahweh indeed fulfils that
which he has already prophesied that he will fulfilshould therefore be evident that a reason
why Yahweh reveals to his servants particular pec@s involving his conduct is for these
servants of his to be involved in the fulfilmenttbése prophecies.

Serving Yahweh According To His Will

In other words, it is Yahweh's will that his serteserve him in the manner that he has allotted
to them. Some are to serve in one manner, whilerstire to serve in another. Once Yahweh has
revealed to a particular servant of his the meawihgis will in a particular area of life, that
servant should do what Yahweh has allotted to hemdo. This includes praying for the
fulfilment of Yahweh's will in that matter. It magiso include undertaking additional specific
duties that Yahweh shows that servant that he@skbuld do.

Therefore, when Yahweh gives us understandingsoptophecies showing that matters
prophesied long ago are about to be fulfilledsitndeed our duty to pray for the realisation of
these prophesied matters. It is indeed our dupray to Yahweh that he may show us the details
of the service he desires from each one of us.iisdndeed our duty to do that which he shows
us.

What The People Of Yahweh Should Now Do

Earlier on, in Shelomo's prayer, it was seen thatpeople of Yahweh, the children of Yisrael,
would indeed repent of their iniquities in the laktys, while they are in the lands of their
captors, scattered throughout all the nations efwinole world. They would seek Yahweh
wholeheartedly, and Yahweh would be found by them.

Seeing that we are already in the last days, ihdeed incumbent upon servants of
Yahweh to pray for the repentance of the peoplé¥afweh, the children of Yisrael. It is
incumbent upon servants of Yahweh to follow thenepke set for them by Daniyel, and petition
Yahweh with fasting, even in sackcloth and ashest, Yahweh may indeed be wholeheartedly
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sought by the children of Yisrael, and be foundthym. That Yahweh may forgive them their
sins and iniquities, and that he may restore thaok o their own land after the soon-coming
return of the Messiah.

It is indeed now time for Yahweh's servants toastake the various works the Father has
given them with respect to facilitating the childref Yisrael repenting of their sins. It is indeed
now time for Yahweh's servants to ascertain fronhweh what their detailed service ought to
be, and then to faithfully undertake that service.

When The Scattering Of The Children Of Yisrael Tod#ace

9:7 shows that by the time that Daniyel was praytmg prayer to Yahweh, the children of
Yisrael had already been scattered throughout mtieeeworld, to the various countries where
Yahweh had driven them. The scattering of the ohildof Yisrael throughout all the various
countries in the world therefore took place a yeng time ago.

Pray Daniyel's Prayer

Daniyel's intense prayer in 9:3-19 is just as vadiday, as it was when Daniyel prayed it. For the
issues that Daniyel prayed about are likewise vlathy. Servants of Yahweh should therefore
pray Daniyel's prayer to Yahweh, that Yahweh mayare both Yisrael and Yerushalayim!

9:21 shows that Daniyel was praying this prayertatut the time of the evening offering.
It appears that Daniyel timed his prayers to caecvith the times of the daily offerings to
Yahweh.

Daniyel Did Not Understand All Of Yahweh's Will

9:22-23 shows that when Daniyel commenced to pimptiayer and supplication, he understood
only a small portion of Yahweh's will, that whicle had understood from studying Yahweh's
word contained in the Scriptures. But there wasemorunderstanding Yahweh's will that had
not even been written in the Scriptures that Ddniyas studying. Yahweh therefore sent his
angel Gavriel to impart more understanding to Dalnepncerning Yahweh's will.

How Yahweh Answered Daniyel's Prayer

Yahweh's conduct in this matter should also beddbaniyel was praying for the restoration of
Yerushalayim. He was, presumably, therefore expgain answer concerned with the prayer
that he was praying. Yet Yahweh chose not to redpomim as he might presumably have been
expecting - beginning to see the restoration oi¢kalayim. Instead Yahweh chose to show him
how he Daniyel would serve Yahweh at the time Heatvas praying this prayer. In other words,
the prayer had the effect of Daniyel receiving mkmewledge and understanding of Yahweh's
will, including his own role in the disseminatio bahweh's knowledge and understanding to
other servants of Yahweh.

It should therefore be noted that the responsev¥hahgives to the various prayers his
servants pray to him are not necessarily what tkeseants were expecting at the time they were
offering their supplications to Yahweh. Yahweh stimes responds in a manner whereby he
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gives us additional revelation of his will, bothpdipable to us individually and collectively, or
applicable to some other person or persons.

It should also be noted that when a time has ctonpray to Yahweh over a particular
matter, it invariably also is the time for Yahwahshow us his will for us individually, showing
us those things that he desires we do in our sgihvim. Servants of Yahweh should therefore be
fully prepared to serve Yahweh in any manner Yahstgulates. For unless Yahweh has shown
them beforehand, they do not really know the speafanner that Yahweh desires that they
serve him. And when shown how we are to serve Yahwe should so commence to serve
Yahweh as he shows us.

9:23-27 contains the knowledge and understandiag the angel Gavriel was sent to
impart to Daniyel, something that Daniyel had noeciould be given to him when he was
praying for the restoration of Yerushalayim.

Yahweh the Mighty One, how great and unsearchaldehis ways! Praise Yahweh!
Halleluyah!
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RETURNED CAPTIVES OF YAHUDAH

Yahweh Answered Daniyel's Request

Ezra 6:1-22 reads,
®IThen Daryavesh the king made a decree, and seaashmmade in the house of the
archives, where the treasures were laid up in Ba¥here was found at Achmeta, in
the palace that is in the province of Madai, a ficrand therein was thus written for a
record: °*'In the first year of Koresh the king, Koresh thimgk made a decree:
‘Concerning the house of the Mighty One at Yerwashal, let the house be built, the
place where they offer sacrifices, and let the #ations of it be strongly laid; the height
of it sixty cubits, and the breadth of it sixty itsh®“with three courses of great stones,
and a course of new timber: and let the expenseagivem out of the king's hous&Also
let the gold and silver vessels of the house ofMighty One, which Nevukhadnetztzar
took forth out of the temple which is at Yerushimgyand brought to Bavel, be restored,
and brought again to the temple which is at Yerleshim, everyone to its place; and you
shall put them in the house of the Mighty One."™
®®"Now therefore, Tattenai, governor beyond the Riv@hetar-Bozenai, and your
companions the Afarsekhi, who are beyond the Rberyou far from there®’let the
work of this house of the Mighty One alone; let owernor of the Yahudim and the
Zakenim of the Yahudim build this house of the Kighne in its place®*Moreover |
make a decree what you shall do to these Zakenthreofahudim for the building of this
house of the Mighty One: that of the king's goedgn of the tribute beyond the River,
expenses be given with all diligence to these thahthey be not hindere®’That which
they have need of, both young bulls, and rams, lambs, for burnt offerings to the
Mighty One of Heaven; also wheat, salt, wine, ardaxcording to the word of the
Kohanim who are at Yerushalayim, let it be giveenihday by day without faif:*%hat
they may offer sacrifices of sweet savor to thehtigone of Heaven, and pray for the
life of the king, and of his son¥"Also | have made a decree, that whoever shall alter
this word, let a beam be pulled out from his hoase let him be lifted up and fastened
thereon; and let his house be made a dunghill fits: £*?and the Mighty One who has
caused his name to dwell there overthrow all kiagd peoples who shall put forth their
hand to alter the same, to destroy this house®Mighty One which is at Yerushalayim.
| Daryavesh have made a decree; let it be done alitdiligence."
®13Then Tattenai, the governor beyond the River, $fBtaenai, and their companions,
because that Daryavesh the king had sent, did adogly with all diligence.***The
Zakenim of the Yahudim built and prospered, throtlgh prophesying of Chaggai the
prophet and Zekharyah the son of ‘Iddo. They kand finished it, according to the
commandment of the Mighty One of Yisra'el, and @tieg to the decree of Koresh, and
Daryavesh, and Artachshasta king of Paf&SThis house was finished on the third day
of the month Adar, which was in the sixth yeahefreign of Daryavesh the king.
®1%The children of Yisra'el, the Kohanim, and the te=jiand the rest of the children of
the captivity, kept the dedication of this housethe Mighty One with joy®*'They
offered at the dedication of this house of the Migbne one hundred bulls, two hundred
rams, four hundred lambs; and for a sin-offering &l Yisra'el, twelve male goats,
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according to the number of the tribes of Yisra®’They set the Kohanim in their
divisions, and the Levites in their courses, far fervice of the Mighty One, which is at
Yerushalayim; as it is written in the book of Mashe
®19The children of the captivity kept the Pesach anfthurteenth day of the first month.
®2%For the Kohanim and the Levites had purified thdwesetogether; all of them were
pure: and they killed the Pesach for all the chaldrof the captivity, and for their
brothers the Kohanim, and for themselv&&'The children of Yisra'el who had come
again out of the captivity, and all such as hadaseped themselves to them from the
filthiness of the nations of the land, to seek Ydhwhe Mighty One of Yisra'el, ate,
®22and kept the feast of matzah seven days with goyydhweh had made them joyful,
and had turned the heart of the king of Ashshuh&m, to strengthen their hands in the
work of the house of the Mighty One, the Mighty Gn€isra’el.
6:1-22 shows that the prayer Daniyel prayed to Yethw Daniyel (Daniel) 9 was indeed heard.
For the house of the Mighty One was rebuilt, andugkalayim was restored!

Pray For The Lives Of Your Rulers
6:10 shows that Yahweh's servants are to prayn@lites of their rulers.

Ezra's And The People's Public Confession Of SinedAPrayer

Ezra 10:1-44 reads,
10INow while Ezra prayed and made confession, weepim casting himself down
before the house of the Mighty One, there was gathgether to him out of Yisra'el a
very great assembly of men and women and childi@nthe people wept very sore.
192Shekhanyahu the son of Yechi'el, one of the soiEaih, answered EzraWe have
trespassed against our Mighty One, and have marriectign women of the peoples of
the land: vet now there is hope for Yisra'el conogérg this thing. ™ *Now therefore let
us make a covenant with our Mighty One to put awaly the wives, and such as are
born of them, according to the counsel of my mastend of those who tremble at the
commandment of our Mighty One; and let it be donecarding to the law!*“Arise;
for the matter belongs to you, and we are with ydwe of good courage, and da'it
19°Then arose Ezra, and made the chiefs of the KohahirLevites, and all Yisra'el, to
swear that they would do according to this wordtl8xy swore.
1%Then Ezra rose up from before the house of the tMigine, and went into the
chamber of Yehochanan the son of Elyashiv: and \kleecame there, he ate no bread,
nor drank water; for he mourned because of thep@es of them of the captivity: They
made proclamation throughout Yahudah and Yerusivalayp all the children of the
captivity, that they should gather themselves togreto Yerushalayim;%®and that
whoever didn't come within three days, accordinghi® counsel of the princes and the
Zakenim, all his substance should be forfeited, laintself separated from the assembly
of the captivity.'*Then all the men of Yahudah and Binyamin gathehsinselves
together to Yerushalayim within the three daysyas the ninth month, on the twentieth
day of the month: and all the people sat in thealdrplace before the house of the Mighty
One, trembling because of this matter, and forgiteat rain.
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191% zra the Kohen stood up, and said to them, "Yoe haespassed, and have married
foreign women, to increase the guilt of Yisra®@l*'Now therefore make confession to
Yahweh, the Mighty One of your fathers, and dopleasure; and separate yourselves
from the peoples of the land, and from the forgigmen."
1%12Then all the assembly answered with a loud voi8s,you have said concerning us,
so must we dd%**But the people are many, and it is a time of muadh, rand we are not
able to stand outside: neither is this a work ok atay or two; for we have greatly
transgressed in this mattel?*“Let now our princes be appointed for all the asdgmb
and let all those who are in our cities who haverned foreign women come at
appointed times, and with them the Zakenim of eeityy and the judges of it, until the
fierce wrath of our Mighty One be turned from ustiluthis matter be dispatched."
191%0nly Yonatan the son of “Asa'el and Yachzeyahdheot Tikvah stood up against
this matter: and Meshullam and Shabbetai the Lehalped them.
1918The children of the captivity did so. Ezra the Kmheith certain heads of fathers'
houses, after their fathers' houses, and all ofrthi®y their names, were set apart; and
they sat down in the first day of the tenth montexamine the mattel’*"They made an
end with all the men who had married foreign woreihe first day of the first month.
191¥Among the sons of the Kohanim there were foundhadomarried foreign women:
namely, of the sons of Yeshua, the son of Yotzadakhis brothers, Ma'aseyah, and
Eli*ezer, and Yariv, and Gedalyahil:**They gave their hand that they would put away
their wives; and being guilty, they offered a rafmtlee flock for their guilt.**??Of the
sons of Immer: Chanani and Zevadyafi*’Of the sons of Charim: Ma'aseyah, and
Eliyah, and Shemayahu, and Yechi'el, and "Uzziyd/Of the sons of Pashchur:
Elya'enai, Ma'aseyah, Yishma'el, Netan'el, Yozaead, El'asah.'’*®Of the Levites:
Yozavad, and Shim’i, and Kelayah (the same is &igliPetachyah, Yahudah, and
Eli'ezer. '%%Of the singers: Elyashiv. Of the porters: Shalliand Telem, and Uri.
102°%0f Yisra'el: Of the sons of Par’osh: Ramyah, andziyah, and Malkiyah, and
Miyamin, and El'azar, and Malkiyah, and Benayafi*°Of the sons of ‘Elam:
Mattanyah, Zekharyah, and Yechi'el, and “Avdi, ¥acemot, and Eliyat’?’Of the sons
of Zattu: Elya'enai, Elyashiv, Mattanyah, and Yeoerand Zavad, and Aziz&2%0f the
sons of Bevai: Yehochanan, Chananyah, Zakkai, ii:Aff£°0f the sons of Bani:
Meshullam, Mallukh, and "Ada'ya, Yashuv, and She&aremot.’**%0f the sons of
Pachat-Mo'av: "Adna, and Kelal, Benayah, Ma aseydhttanyah, Betzal'el, and Binnui,
and Menashshé?*'of the sons of Charim: Eli’ezer, Yishshiyah, MalkiyShemayahu,
Shim*on,****Binyamin, Mallukh, Shemaryaht**0f the sons of Chashum: Mattenai,
Mattattah, Zavad, Elifelet, Yeremai, Menashshe,mShi’®*‘Of the sons of Bani:
Ma'adai, ‘Amram, and U'el!°**Benayah, Bedeyah, Keluhd’**vanyah, Meremot,
Elyashiv, '*"Mattanyah, Mattenai, and Ya'asai’*’and Bani, and Binnui, Shimi,
193%nd Shelemyahu, and Natan, and ‘Ada'y&Makhnadvai, Shashai, Sharai,
194 Azar'el, and Shelemyahu, Shemaryattf’Shallum, Amaryah, Yosef**?0f the
sons of Nevo: Ye'i'el, Mattityah, Zavad, Zevinajdéa, and Yo'el, Benayalf.*All these
had taken foreign wives; and some of them had viayaghom they had children.

10:1 shows that Ezra took the lead among the panpleaying and making confession for the

sin of the people, and weeping in the process aolbsng.
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Ezra's public prayer for the people, that theyerg#mnd be forgiven their iniquity, acted
as an example for the sinners among the people; Whee cut to their hearts by Ezra's actions,
and sought to repent of their iniquity.

Servants Of Yahweh Should Be An Example For The pko

Servants of Yahweh should learn from Ezra's exanfdenetimes servants of Yahweh have to
take due action publicly, that the people may sedlhe gravity of their sins, to bring them to the
point whereby they repent of their sins. Those wapentant hearts will take note of the actions
of Yahweh's servants, and will indeed repent off thies.

Nechemyah's Prayer For The Repentance And RestanatOf Yisrael

Nechemyah (Nehemiah) 1:1-11 reads,
Y The words of Nechemyah the son of Chakhalyah. Neappened in the month Kislev,
in the twentieth year, as | was in Shushan theqel&that Chanani, one of my brothers,
came, he and certain men out of Yahudah; and Idalem concerning the Yahudim who
had escaped, who were left of the captivity, amtteming Yerushalayint:*They said to
me, "The remnant who are left of the captivity éhierthe province are in great affliction
and reproach: the wall of Yerushalayim also is lmoeldown, and the gates of it are
burned with fire."
Yt happened, when | heard these words, that | satrdand wept, and mourned certain
days;and | fasted and prayed before the Mighty One ofd¥en *“and said, "l beg you,
Yahweh, the Mighty One of Heaven, the great andsamwe Mighty One, who keeps
covenant and lovingkindness with those who lovedrichkeep his commandmentS et
your ear now be attentive, and your eyes open,ybatmay listen to the prayer of your
servant,which | pray before you at this time, day and niglior the children of Yisra'el
your servants while | confess the sins of the odbf Yisra'el, which we have sinned
against you. Yes, my father's house and | havesdirfwe have dealt very corruptly
against you, and have not kept the commandmentshactatutes, nor the ordinances,
which you commanded your servant Mosti®emember, | beg you, the word that you
commanded your servant Moshe, saying, 'If you &espl will scatter you abroad
among the peoples®but if you return to me, and keep my commandmerigia them,
though your outcasts were in the uttermost parthef heavens, yet will | gather them
from there, and will bring them to the place thatdve chosen, to cause my name to
dwell there.**°Now these are your servants and your people, wimmhgve redeemed
by your great power, and by your strong haht!Sovereign, | beg you, let now your ear
be attentive to the prayer of your servant, anthprayer of your servantaho delight
to fear your nameand please prosper your servant this day, anchglam mercy in the
sight of this man."” Now | was cup bearer to thegkin

1:4-11 shows that the prayer and petition Nechenpyaled to Yahweh was very similar to that

Daniyel prayed in Daniyel (Daniel) 9.
It should be noted that both these servants ofnéahaccompanied their intense prayers

with fasting. It should therefore be evident thaayers for the repentance and restoration of

Yisrael should be accompanied with fasting.
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1:11 shows a trait of Yahweh's servants - theygbelto fear his name. Yahweh's
servants should take delight in fearing Yahwehtaena

Pray To Yahweh For Favour Before Your Superior

Nechemyah (Nehemiah) 2:1-8 reads,
#!t happened in the month Nisan, in the twentietlr yé Artachshasta the king, when
wine was before him, that | took up the wine, aadegt to the king. Now | had not been
before sad in his presenc&The king said to me, "Why is your face sad, segingare
not sick? This is nothing else but sorrow of h&afhen | was very sore afraid”l said
to the king, "Let the king live forever: why shoulot my face be sad, when the city, the
place of my fathers' tombs, lies waste, and thegyaff it are consumed with fire?"
““Then the king said to me, "For what do you makeestP" So | prayed to the Mighty
One of Heavert.”l said to the king, "If it please the king, and/éfur servant have found
favor in your sight, that you would send me to &y to the city of my fathers' tombs,
that | may build it."**The king said to me (the queen also sitting by)hlFgr how long
shall your journey be? And when will you return®'iSpleased the king to send me; and
| set him a time%'Moreover | said to the king, "If it please the kitet letters be given
me to the governors beyond the River, that they letaye pass through until | come to
Yahudah;*®and a letter to Asaf the keeper of the king's forémt he may give me
timber to make beams for the gates of the castlehwdippertains to the house, and for
the wall of the city, and for the house that | $haiter into." The king granted me,
according to the good hand of my Mighty One on me.

2:4 shows that when Nechemyah sought the kingtsufao facilitate his going to Yerushalayim

to work on restoring the fortunes of Yahweh's hoasd Yahweh's city, Yerushalayim, he

prayed to Yahweh. Therefore, when we need a sufserathority to facilitate our fulfilling

Yahweh's will in a given matter, we should praytthiahweh may grant us favour in the sight of

that superior, that Yahweh's will may be done.

Pray For Yahweh's Protection And Guidance

Nechemyah (Nehemiah) 4:1-23 reads,
“IBut it happened that when Sanvallat heard that weeevbuilding the wall, he was
angry, and took great indignation, and mocked tlaaldim. “*He spoke before his
brothers and the army of Shomron, and said, "Whatthese feeble Yahudim doing?
Will they fortify themselves? Will they sacrificéfill they make an end in a day? Will
they revive the stones out of the heaps of rublisking they are burned?“Now
Toviyah the "Ammonite was by him, and he said, riEvat which they are building, if a
fox go up, he shall break down their stone wall."
“4"Hear, our Mighty One; for we are despised: andnturack their reproach on their
own head, and give them up for a spoil in a landabtivity; “*and don't cover their
iniquity, and don't let their sin be blotted oubrin before you; for they have provoked you
to anger before the builders?®So we built the wall; and all the wall was joinedjéther
to half the height of it: for the people had a mtodvork.
“'But it happened that when Sanvallat, Toviyah, #evi'im, the "Ammonim, and the
Ashdodi heard that the repairing of the walls ofiéhalayim went forward, and that the
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breaches began to be stopped, then they were vemy:a' ®and they conspired all of
them together to come and fight against Yerushalagind to cause confusion therein.
“But we made our prayer to our Mighty One, and setvatch against them day and
night, because of them**®ahudah said, "The strength of the bearers of msdes
decayed, and there is much rubbish; so that wenateable to build the wall.**'Our
adversaries said, "They shall not know, neither, sedil we come into the midst of them,
and kill them, and cause the work to ceade’lt happened that when the Yahudim who
lived by them came, they said to us ten times &bplaces, "You must return to us."
“BTherefore set | in the lowest parts of the spadsiritethe wall, in the open places, |
set there the people after their families with thewvords, their spears, and their bows.
“M looked, and rose up, and said to the nobles, tanthe rulers, and to the rest of the
people, "Don't be you afraid of them: remember Swvereign, who is great and
awesome, and fight for your brothers, your songl gour daughters, your wives, and
your houses.**°It happened, when our enemies heard that it wasvkro us, and the
Mighty One had brought their counsel to nothingttive returned all of us to the wall,
everyone to his work.
“19t happened from that time forth, that half of neyveints worked in the work, and half
of them held the spears, the shields, and the bamd the coats of mail; and the rulers
were behind all the house of Yahudah'They all built the wall and those who bore
burdens loaded themselves; everyone with one dfamds worked in the work, and with
the other held his weapoit;®and the builders, everyone had his sword girdechisy
side, and so built. He who sounded the shofar wam®.**’l said to the nobles, and to
the rulers and to the rest of the people, "The warigreat and large, and we are
separated on the wall, one far from anoth&?’in whatever place you hear the sound of
the shofar, resort you there to us; our Mighty Qwik fight for us."“*'So we worked in
the work: and half of them held the spears fromribiag of the morning until the stars
appeared.
427 ikewise at the same time said | to the peoplet Bveryone with his servant lodge
within Yerushalayim, that in the night they mayabguard to us, and may labor in the
day." *?*So neither I, nor my brothers, nor my servants, ther men of the guard who
followed me, none of us put off our clothes, evarywent with his weapon to the water.
4:9 shows that the people prayed to Yahweh foregtmn, to facilitate their accomplishing
Yahweh's will pertaining to Yerushalayim. Yahwehlyduesponded by giving them due
protection, such that the attack plan of their eleswas thwarted.

Yahweh's Servants Face Opposition As They Do Yahwé&klork

It should be noted that Yahweh's servants face @ippo as they carry out Yahweh's work.

When such opposition comes, as it inevitably ddahweh's servants ought to pray to Yahweh
for his protection and guidance in the matter. pnolvided Yahweh's servants remain faithful in
executing the work Yahweh has given them to do wé&thwill indeed see to it that his purpose
will indeed prevail, despite the opposition froros$k attempting to thwart his purpose.
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YAH'SHUAH'S WORDS

Pray For Those Who Spitefully Use You And Persecifiau

Mattityahu (Matthew) 5:43-48; Luke 6:27 reads,
>43you have heard that it was said, 'You shall loenyneighbor, and hate your enemy.’
>4But | tell you, love your enemies, bless those wiivse you, do good to those who
hate you, and pray for those who spitefully useamdi persecute yot**that you may be
sons of your Father who is in Heaven. For he mdkessun to rise on the evil and the
good, and sends rain on the just and the unfiffor if you love those who love you,
what reward do you have? Don't even the tax callsotlo the same®*'If you only greet
your friends, what more do you do than others? Dewen the tax collectors do the
same?**Therefore you shall be perfect, as your heavenlytier is perfect

In striving for perfection, even as the Fatherasf@ct, we must pray for our enemies, those who

spitefully use us and persecute us. In other wosgsmust become like our Father, putting on

within us the traits possessed by our Father.

How To Pray

Mattityahu (Matthew) 6:5-18; Luke 11:1-4 reads,
®3>"\When you pray, you shall not be as the hypocrfsthey love to stand and pray in
the synagogues and in the corners of the streletd,they may be seen by men. Most
assuredly, | tell you, they have received theiraslv®°But you, when you pray, enter
into your inner chamber, and having shut your dgmay to your Father who is in
secret, and your Father who sees in secret willarelwou.®’In praying, don't use vain
repetitions, as the Goyim do; for they think thaéy will be heard for their much
speaking ®®Therefore don't be like them, for your Father knawsat things you need,
before you ask hin?*Pray like this. 'Our Father, who is in Heaven, maur name be
kept holy#**May your kingdom come. May your will be done, aslémven, so on earth.
®HGive us this day our daily breaf*?Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven
our debtors.***Bring us not into temptation, but deliver us fromil.eFor yours is the
kingdom, the power and the glory forever. Amé&i’For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgiee. °*°But if you don't forgive men
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgixaur trespasses.
®1%Moreover when you fast, don't be, as the hypaosriteith sad faces. For they
disfigure their faces, that they may be seen by todre fasting. Most assuredly | tell
you, they have received their rewafd’But you, when you fast, anoint your head, and
wash your face®*%hat you are not seen by men to be fasting, byooy Father who is
in secret, and your Father, who sees in secret,remvard you.

Do Not Seek Human Glory

6:5-6 shows that our private prayers to the Fasheuld remain so - private, a matter between
our Father and ourselves. But if we pray publithat others may see that we are people of
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prayer, then it is for the receipt of human gldrgttwe are so praying, rather than for the purpose
suggested by the words we utter to our Father.

It is therefore implied that we should not seeknban glory. For when we seek human
glory we do not obtain whatever it is that we s&ekn the Father, seeing that it is human glory
that we are really seeking. What we ought to dseisk the Father's glory, and do those things
that glorify our Father's name, rather than thbgegs that glorify ourselves.

Yah'shuah's Words In Harmony With Daniyel's Conduct

6:6 shows that Yah'shuah's instruction to prayrimgpe is in agreement with Daniyel's conduct.
For it was Daniyel's custom to pray to Yahweh thiews a day, doing so in his own chamber,
and facing towards Yerushalayim.

We Are Required To Pray To Yahweh For The Supply@ir Needs

6:7-8 implies that prayers are petitions to ourhEatthat he may do as we petition him. And
since the Father knows our needs, we need not wiasteby useless repetitions, but should
succinctly state to him what our requests are.

It should also be noted that it is indeed a rexyuent of the Father that we request from
him that which we need. He already knows our needsh when we are not aware what those
needs are. And he desires to give us our needw asperfect and is love. Nevertheless he still
requires us to pray to him for the supply of thoseds. It therefore appears that prayer humbles
us. For it reminds us that without our Father wadlyecannot exist. We therefore exist because
he sustains us.

In this regard we should also be continually tHahtor the sustenance that he gives us.
For without his sustenance that he provides us waldvnot live. We should therefore pray
prayers of thanksgiving to our Father on a regidesis.

The Form Our Prayers Should Take
6:9-13 shows us the manner we ought to pray.

Kingdom, Power And Glory Belong To Yahweh

6:13 reiterates that the kingdom, the power andytbiey belong to Yahweh the Father, forever.

We should therefore not seek what belongs to Yahieetourselves. We should rather use

whatever Yahweh places in our custody in the matirarYahweh shows us we ought to use it.
Therefore if and when Yahweh gives us a kingdonweycand glory, seeing that these belong to
him, we ought to use whatever belongs to him inrtlamner that he, as the owner, commands.
Implying that even when he gives us a kingdom, poavel glory, we should always remember

that our status is really only that of a custodidfe should therefore act as faithful custodians or
servants.
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Become Perfect As Even Your Father Is Perfect

6:14-15 reminds us that our forgiveness from ouhérais conditional upon our forgiving our

fellow brethren. It also reminds us that we mustdoee like our Father. For just as the Father is
merciful, so also must we become merciful. And asthe Father has other perfect traits, so also
must be acquire these other perfect traits. We tresbme perfect, even as our Father is perfect.

Pray And Fast Privately

6:16-18 against reiterates, using the example ofasting, that we should not seek the glory of
men. Rather, our worship to the Father should bee gwivately. Glory belongs to Yahweh, and
not to us human beings. Whatever glory our Fathews to come our way is for our glorifying
his name, for his name's sake.

Pray For Whatever Is Needed

Mattityahu (Matthew) 9:35-38; Luke 10:1-16 reads,
9% yah'shuah went about all the cities and the villageaching in their synagogues, and
preaching the good news of the kingdom, and heairegy disease and every sickness
among the peoplé>®But when he saw the multitudes, he was moved wiitipassion for
them, because they were weary and scattered, &p shkighout a shepherd®*'Then he
said to his disciples;The harvest indeed is plentiful, but the laborars few.?*®Pray
therefore that the Master of the harvest will sémrth laborers into his harvest.”
In ministering to the people, Yah'shuah perceivatted. He then commanded his disciples to
pray to Yahweh, the Master of the harvest, to [ftitfat need in the manner that it ought to have
been fulfilled.

In this Yah'shuah teaches us that whenever weeperdche existence of a need, we
should pray to our Father to fulfil the need in thanner that it ought to be done. Where the
need is for more labourers into the Father's harwee ought to pray for those additional
labourers. Where the need is for something elseowght to pray for the other thing. We ought
to pray for whatever is needed, praying to our &atb fulfil the need in the manner that it ought
to be fulfilled.

Yah'shuah Abided By The Teachings He Commanded Bisciples
Mattityahu (Matthew) 14:22-23; Luke 9:18 reads,
“423mmediately he made the disciples get into the ,baad to go ahead of him to the
other side, while he sent the multitudes awayAfter he had sent the multitudes away,
he went up into the mountain apart to pray. Whemang had come, he was there alone.
Yah'shuah indeed abided by the teachings he gawisuiples. For just as he commanded them
to pray in private, not to seek glory from humaimgs, glory that belongs to the Father, so did
he do. He prayed to the Father privately.

Pray And Fast That The Father May Fulfil Special Nsls
Mattityahu (Matthew) 17:14-21; Mark 9:17-28 reads,
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1"1%When they came to the multitude, there came taahiman, kneeling to him, saying,
171>Master, have mercy on my son, for he is epilegtiny suffers grievously; for he
often falls into the fire, and often into the water'®So | brought him to your disciples,
and they could not cure him."
1"1vah'shuah answeredFaithless and perverse generation! How long wilbé with
you? How long will | bear with you? Bring him hememe."*"*®yah'shuah rebuked him,
the demon went out of him, and the boy was cured that hour.
1"1%Then the disciples came to Yah'shuah privately, said, "Why couldn't we cast it
out?"
172%e said to themBecause of your unbelief, for most assuredlyllytel, if you have
faith as a grain of mustard seed, you will tellstmountain, 'Move from here to yonder
place,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impise to you!’?But this kind doesn't
go out except by prayer and fasting."
17:21 shows that there are some needs that arefolfiled by our Father after we have
petitioned him both by prayer and fasting. In otherds, fasting is a vital tool in bringing
petitions to Yahweh, that Yahweh may indeed heamth
Another such need, that is fulfilled only by prayend fasting, is the restoration of
Yisrael from the lands of their captors, and tletomation of Yerushalayim, and Yahweh's house
at Yerushalayim. For so did both Daniyel and Necyempray and fast to Yahweh for these.

Acquire The Humility And Meekness Of Little Childre

Mattityahu (Matthew) 19:13-15 reads,
1913Then little children were brought to him, that Heosld lay his hands on them, and
pray; and the disciples rebuked thef*“But Yah'shuah saidAllow the little children,
and don't forbid them to come to me; for to suclomgs the Kingdom of Heaven."
191%e laid his hands on them, and departed there.
Yah'shuah showed that it is appropriate to pragnem public, for little children. For to those of
such nature belongs the Kingdom of Heaven.
We should therefore strive to acquire the humaityl meekness of little children.

Pray With Faith

Mattityahu (Matthew) 21:17-22; Mark 11:12-14, 1942&ds,
?11He left them, and went forth out of the city totBeiyah, and lodged ther&'*®Now
in the morning, as he returned to the city, he Wwargry.?*%Seeing a fig tree by the
road, he came to it, and found nothing on it batvkss. He said to itLet there be no
fruit from you forever!"Immediately the fig tree withered away?“When the disciples
saw it, they marveled, saying, "How did the figetrenmediately wither away?"
?L2lyah'shuah answered thetiMost assuredly | tell you, if you have faith, addn't
doubt, you will not only do what is done to the tiige, but even if you will tell this
mountain, 'Be taken up and cast into the sea,ilitbe done.?***?All things, whatever
you will ask in prayer, believing, you will receive

Yah'shuah showed that our prayers, especially wlesare petitioning our Father Yahweh to do

something, should be accompanied with faith - lhelie other words, if we believe that the

Father will accord us the need that we ask hincto@ us, he will indeed do so.
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Pray To Yahweh For Relative Comfort

Mattityahu (Matthew) 24:15-22; Mark 13:14-20 reads,

2413When, therefore, you see the abomination of deealavhich was spoken of through

Daniyel the prophet, standing in the holy place {te reader understandj**%hen let

those who are in Yahudah flee to the mount&itiSLet him who is on the housetop not

go down to take out things that are in his hod$&%et him who is in the field not return
back to take his cloak***But woe to those who are with child and to nursimathers in
those daysf**°Pray that your flight will not be in the winter, non a Shabbat®**for
then will be great oppression, such as has not liemn the beginning of the world until
now, no, nor ever will bé*?*Except those days had been shortened, no flestiauk
been saved. But for the elect's sake, those ddlyisenshortened.
Yah'shuah had told his disciples that times wermicg when his disciples in the area of
Yahudah would need to flee urgently from Yahudah24:20 he commanded them to pray that
their flight not take place on either winter or arShabbat, but at a time more convenient for
fleeing. In other words, if it was essential taeflen either winter or on a Shabbat, so be it. But i
would be less difficult to flee at other times.

In this Yah'shuah has taught us that it is appaoprto pray to Yahweh that
circumstances may be more comfortable for us thag dbtherwise could be. In other words, if
something is to happen, we ought to pray to Yahthal it happens in the most comfortable
manner, or least painful manner. It is not inappiedp to so pray.

Yah'shuah's Prayer At Gat-Shemanim

Mattityahu (Matthew) 26:36-46; Mark 14:32-42 reads,
2635Then Yah'shuah came with them to a place calledSBatnanim, and said to his
disciples,"Sit here, while | go there and pray***"He took with him Kefa and the two
sons of Zavdai, and began to be sorrowful and sdydroubled.?***Then he said to
them,"My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to deathy $iere, and watch with me."
263%e went forward a little, fell on his face, and pyad, saying"My Father, if it is
possible, let this cup pass away from me; neverleg| not what | want, but what you
want" “°“*He came to the disciples, and found them sleepind,said to Kefa,What,
couldn't you watch with me for one hof#*'Watch and pray, that you not enter into
temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but thesh is weak.“**?Again, a second time
he went away, and prayed, sayiri¢yly Father, if this cup can't pass away from me,
unless | drink it, your will be don¢ “°“**He came again and found them sleeping, for
their eyes were heavy? *‘He left them again, went away, and prayed a thirtet saying
the same word$®**Then he came to his disciples, and said to th&feep on now, and
take your rest. Behold, the hour is at hand, areSbn of Man is betrayed into the hands

of sinners?**Arise, let us be going. Behold, he who betrayssa hand."

Yah'shuah's Prayer Posture

26:39 shows that Yah'shuah fell on his face angiqarathereby showing us that this is indeed an
appropriate prayer posture - face down.
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Submit Wholly To Yahweh's Will, Even When Uncomfalile

26:39 also shows that Yah'shuah prayed that theabrd"this cup” - that he was about to
undergo pass away from him, if it was possible Yahweh's will to be done in some other
manner. But he also submitted himself to Yahwelills being fully willing to go through with
the ordeal if that was the only manner that théaé& will would be done.

In this Yah'shuah taught us to fully submit to thather's will, even when it is not
comfortable and is indeed painful.

He also taught us that it is not inappropriat@tay that pain we may be undergoing be
alleviated from us. In other words, it is quiteoirder to pray to Yahweh that he removes from us
pain we may be undergoing. But in this we oughgubmit to Yahweh's will, for it might indeed
be his will that we undergo the pain for some darabf time.

Watch And Pray To Avoid Entering Into Temptation

26:41 shows us that to avoid entering into tempiatit is important that we pray about this, and
also be watchful.

When It Is Appropriate To Repeat Petitions To Yahwe

It should be noted from 26:42 and 26:44 that Yaldéhrepeated the words that he had
previously prayed to Yahweh. It is also submitteat these were not vain or useless repetitions,
for Yah'shuah was praying earnestly for Yahwehidance and answer in this most momentous
period of his entire life. It therefore appears tmbe out of order to repeat prayers for guidance
and alleviation of pain, if, after initially prayin we have yet to receive an answer from Yahweh.

Yahweh Refused Yah'shuah's Petition

It should also be noted that Yahweh's answer to'stiahh in this matter was NO! In other
words, though Yah'shuah prayed that the ordeal & atout to undergo pass away from him,
Yahweh did not acquiesce to Yah'shuah's prayer.itFaas not Yahweh's will to allow the
ordeal to pass away from Yah'shuah.

Requests Yahweh Answers In The Affirmative

It should therefore be clear to us that the onlguests that Yahweh will answer in the
affirmative are those that are in harmony with Wi. Yah'shuah knew this. He knew he was
asking a difficult thing, a thing that might notveabeen in Yahweh's will, for the purpose of
alleviating or averting the pain he was about tdargo. But he was also fully submissive to
Yahweh, ready to do Yahweh's will even unto dedthd so he did, thereby setting us an
example that we all should follow - being fully saissive to Yahweh, even unto death.
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It Is Not Sin To Ask Amiss

It should also be noted that it is not sin to makequest of Yahweh on a matter that may not be
his will. It is sin when we act contrary to his lwBut it is not sin to ascertain his will, or tcake
request of something that may not be his will. dnhscases we should also ask Yahweh to show
us what his will is, that we may fully submit tcaibd abide by it. For it is Father Yahweh who is
our Master, and we are just his servants.

Yah'shuah's Example To Us

Mark 1:35-37; 6:45-46 reads,
1¥Early in the night, he rose up and went out, angatied into a desert place, and
there prayed*°Shim’on and those who were with him followed diter; ***’and they
found him, and told him, "All are seeking you."

Yah'shuah prayed to the Father privately, settmgruexample we ought to follow.

Watch, Keep Alert And Pray At All Times

Mark 13:28-37 reads,
132%Now from the fig tree, learn this parable. Whea tiranch has now become tender,
and puts forth its leaves, you know that the surimeear;**%even so you also, when
you see these things coming to pass, know thaniéar, at the doord**%Most assuredly
| say to you, this race will not pass away until tlese things are accomplished.
133leaven and earth will pass away, but my words moll pass away->*But of that
day or that hour no one knows, not even the angdaleaven, neither the Son, but only
the Father.***Watch, keep alert, and pray; for you don't know whéhe time is
1334t is like a man, traveling to another country, Miigg left his house, and given
authority to his servants, and to each one his warkl also commands the doorkeeper to
keep watch!**Watch therefore, for you don't know when the masfethe house is
coming, whether at evening, or at midnight, or whba rooster crows, or in the
morning; ***%est coming suddenly he might find you sleeptitfWhat | tell you, 1 tell
all: Watch."

We should be praying regularly that we may be &igiland alert and ready for the fulfilment of

prophesied events, especially the return of Yalklhe Messiah.

Seek Out Time To Pray Privately To Yahweh

Luke 5:15-16 reads,
>13But the report concerning him spread much more, greéit multitudes came together
to hear, and to be healed by him of their infirest’ *°But he withdrew himself into the
desert, and prayed.
Yah'shuah showed us, even when his schedule wgsdms he would surrounded by people, he
sought time to be alone by himself, and pray tow&th We should likewise seek out time, even
out of very busy schedules, and pray to Yahwelrirate.
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A Time For Fasting

Luke 5:33-35 reads,
>3¥They said to him, "Why do Yahchanan's disciplemndtist and pray, likewise also the
disciples of the Perushim, but yours eat and dfink?
>3He said to them,'Can you make the friends of the bridegroom fagijlevthe
bridegroom is with them?**But the days will come when the bridegroom willtéeen
away from them. Then will they fast in those days."
Yah'shuah showed that after his departure andrdturheaven, it would be a time for his
disciples, his friends, to fast. The time we cutiserare living in is therefore one for fasting.
Yah'shuah's servants should therefore fast often.

Seek Yahweh's Guidance Prior To Making Major Deasis

Luke 6:12-19 reads,
12t happened in these days that he went out into thmuntain to pray and he
continued all night in prayer to the Mighty One’**When it was day, he called his
disciples, and from them he chose twelve, whom Is® mamed apostles“Shimon,
whom he also named Kefa; And'drai, his brother;akav; Yahchanan; Pilipos; Bar-
Talmai; ***Mattityahu; T'oma; Ya akov, the son of Chalfai; 18hin, who was called the
Zealot; **®yahudah the son of Ya'akov; and Yahudah from K'ibo also became a
traitor. **’He came down with them, and stood on a level pladth, a crowd of his
disciples, and a great number of the people fronYyahudah and Yerushalayim, and the
sea coast of Tzor and Tzidon, who came to hear &mahto be healed of their diseases;
®1%31s0 those who were troubled with unclean spiets] they were being healed- Al
the multitude sought to touch him, for power caarthffrom him, and healed them all.
6:12 shows us that on the night before Yah'shualsechnis disciples, he prayed privately to
Yahweh, and continued all night in prayer. It isydible that his prayer included seeking
guidance in the selection of his disciples, thaitasy select those whom Yahweh gave him.
We should likewise follow Yah'shuah's example. WFaced with momentous decisions,
we should seek Yahweh's guidance prior to the ngadirihose decisions, to facilitate our acting
according to Yahweh's will.

Pray That Yahweh's Prophecies May Be Fulfilled Ab&ir Appointed Time

Luke 9:18-36 reads,
%18t happenedas he was praying alonehe disciples were with him, and he asked them,
"Who do the multitudes say that | am?"
%19 They answered, "Yahchanan the Baptizer,' but stisay, 'Eliyah,' and others, that
one of the old prophets is risen again."
%2%He said to theni;But who do you say that | am?"
Kefa answered, "The Messiah of the Mighty One."
2Byt he warned them, and commanded them to teltdhi® one’*?’saying,"The Son
of Man must suffer many things, and be rejectedhbyZakenim, chief Kohanim, and
Sofrim, and be killed, and the third day be raisgd'
¥23He said to all,"If anyone desires to come after me, let him démgeélf, take up his
cross, and follow mé&?*For whoever desires to save his life will losebitf whoever will
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lose his life for my sake, the same will sav&“tFor what does it profit a man if he gains

the whole world, and loses or forfeits his own 3&f°For whoever will be ashamed of

me and of my words, of him will the Son of Man dleaned, when he comes in the glory
of himself, of the Father, and of the holy ang&féBut I tell you the truth: There are
some of those who stand here, who will in no wayetaf death, until they see the
kingdom of the Mighty One."

%28t happened about eight days after these sayingat he took with him Kefa,

Yahchanan, and Ya'akoend went up onto the mountain to pray?°As he was

praying, the appearance of his face was altered, and tithing became white and

dazzling.**®Behold, two men talked with him, who were Moshe Bligah, **'who
appeared in glory, and spoke of his departure, Wwhe was about to accomplish at

Yerushalayim.

932Now Kefa and those who were with him were heavy siéep, but when they were

fully awake, they saw his glory, and the two men stiood with him?*it happened, as

they were parting from him, that Kefa said to Yah&h, "Master, it is good for us to be
here. Let's make three tents: one for you, andfonéMoshe, and one for Eliyah," not
knowing what he said:**While he said these things, a cloud came and oadrshed

them, and they were afraid as they entered intoctbad. °*°A voice came out of the
cloud, saying, "This is my beloved Son. Listen im!"h°***When the voice came,

Yah'shuah was found alone. They were silent, altdnto one in those days any of the

things that they had seen.

9:27 shows that Yah'shuah said that there were stameling who would not taste death before
they saw the kingdom of the Mighty One. In otherrd#y Yah'shuah had prophesied about a
certain event affecting some of his disciples.

9:28-31 shows that it was as Yah'shuah was pratisigthe prophecy he spoke of in 9:27
was fulfilled. For both Moshe and Eliyah appearedobe him, in glorious appearance, and
spoke. Yah'shuah himself also had his face altemdl his clothing became white and dazzling.

It therefore appears that Yah'shuah needed totpraiahweh to fulfil the prophecy that
Yah'shuah had spoken concerning some of his dexcipl

It therefore appears that when servants of Yahveele come to learn about the imminent
fulfilment of one or some of Yahweh's propheciégytshould indeed pray to Yahweh to so act
and fulfil those prophecies at their appointed tifRer their prayer will indeed be according to
Yahweh's will, and by Yahweh having given them kiexlge of these prophecies, he has also
given them the responsibility of praying to him abthe matter of their fulfilment. Servants of
Yahweh should therefore fully play their part iretfulfilment of Yahweh's prophecies. These
include praying that these prophecies may be kedfjland also doing such additional duties that
Yahweh shows them they ought to do.

Ask Your Heavenly Father To Give You His Holy Sgiri

Luke 11:5-13 reads,
1*He said to them!Which of you, if you go to a friend at midnightdatell him, 'Friend,
lend me three loaves of bredd®or a friend of mine has come to me from a jourreey
| have nothing to set before himi*’and he from within will answer and say, 'Don't
bother me. The door is now shut, and my childrenveith me in bed. | can't get up and
give it to you'?*®| tell you, although he will not rise and give @t him because he is his
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friend, yet because of his persistence, he willupetind give him as many as he needs.
19 tell you, keep asking, and it will be given yoleep seeking, and you will find.
Keep knocking, and it will be opened to yod:'%or everyone who asks receives. He
who seeks finds. To him who knocks it will be opdn&**Which of you fathers, if your
son asks for bread, will give him a stone? Or ifdsi&s for a fish, he won't give him a
snake instead of a fish, will hé??Or if he asks for an egg, he won't give him a
scorpion, will he?'"3f you then, being evil, know how to give good gifto your
children, how much more will your heavenly Fatheiive the Holy Spirit to those who
ask hin"

Yah'shuah shows us that we should ask the Fathbeawen to give us his Holy Spirit. We

should therefore pray that Father Yahweh givesisisitly Spirit, and he certainly will.

Always Pray To Yahweh, Never Giving Up

Luke 18:1-8 reads,
181He also spoke a parable to them that they must alsvaray, and not give yp
82saying, "A certain judge was in a city, who didiear the Mighty One, and didn't
respect man‘®A widow was in that city, and she came often tq kaging, '‘Defend me
from my adversary!™®*He wouldn't for a while, but afterward he said tomkelf,
'Though | don't fear the Mighty One, nor respecni&®yet because this widow bothers
me, | will defend her, or else she will wear me byther continual coming.*®**The
Master said,"Listen to what the unrighteous judge says'Won't the Mighty One
avenge his elect, who are crying out to him day aridht, and yet he exercises patience
with them?*®® tell you that he will avenge them quicklNevertheless, when the Son of
Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?"

We should always pray to the Mighty One, crying touhim day and night, never giving up.

Do Not Exalt Yourself

Luke 18:9-14 reads,
18%He spoke also this parable to certain people whaeweonvinced of their own

righteousness, and who despised all oth&fs®Two men went up into the temple to
pray; one was a Parush, and the other was a talecwr. **'*The Parush stood and
prayed to himself like this: ‘Mighty One, | thanduy that | am not like the rest of men,
extortioners, unrighteous, adulterers, or even lifis tax collector'®!4 fast twice in the
week. | give tithes of all that | get**3But the tax collector, standing far away, wouldn't
even lift up as his eyes to Heaven, but beat f@adir saying, 'Mighty One, be merciful to
me, a sinner!*®4 tell you, this man went down to his house jusdifrather than the
other, for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, tbhe who humbles himself
will be exalted"

We should not exalt ourselves, but should humblselvwes, especially before the Mighty One in

our prayers to him.

Pray For Your Brethren
Luke 22:31-32 reads,
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223The Master said;Shim’on, Shim'on, behold, Hasatan asked to have ymt he
might sift you as whea®*>%but | prayed for you, that your faith wouldn't faffou, when
once you have turned again, establish your brothers
Yah'shuah prayed for his disciples. We should lisewpray for our brethren, that they may be
fully submissive to Yahweh and faithfully serve Yigh in the various works that Yahweh has
given them.

Yah'shuah's Prayer Posture

Luke 22:39-46 reads,
?23%e came out, and went, as his custom was, to thenMaf Olives. His disciples also
followed him?**When he was at the place, he said to th&may that you don't enter
into temptation”
“““'He was withdrawn from them about a stone's thravd ke knelt down and prayed,
2242saying, "Father, if you are willing, remove this cup fromenNevertheless, not my
will, but yours, be done*“An angel from Heaven appeared to him, strengthehing
224%Being in_agony he prayed more earnestly. His swbeatame like great drops of
blood falling down on the ground™“**When he rose up from his prayer, he came to the
disciples, and found them sleeping because of,gfiéland said to therm;\Why do you
sleep?Rise and pray that you may not enter into temptatio
22:41 shows that Yah'shuah knelt down and praykd.accounts in Mattityahu (Matthew) and
Mark show that his face fell to the ground and heyed. The prayer posture that Yah'shuah
therefore adopted was one whereby he both knelhdowl had his face to the ground. This was
the same prayer posture that Avraham's servanttediaghen he went on his mission to bring
Rivka as Yitzchak's wife.
Servants of Yahweh ought to follow Yah'shuah's/@rgosture in their private prayers to
Yahweh. They can even do so publicly, as otherasgsvof Yahweh did, as seen in various
portions of Scripture.

Petition The Father In Yah'shuah's Name

Yahchanan (John) 14:8-21 reads,
14®pijlipos said to him, "Master, show us the Fatherddhat will be enough for us."
“9yah'shuah said to hiniHave | been with you such a long time, and do youknow
me, Pilipos? He who has seen me has seen the Failogr do you say, 'Show us the
Father?'***®Don't you believe that | am in the Father, and Bather in me? The words
that | tell you, | speak not from myself; but thattter living in me does his works.
14118elieve me that | am in the Father, and the Faiheme; or else believe me for the
very works' sake”**Most assuredly | tell you, he who believes in mige tworks that |
do, he will do also; and greater works than thes#l Wwe do; because | am going to my
Father. **"Whatever you will ask in my name, that will | dohdt the Father may be
glorified in the Son.****f you will ask anything in my name, that will | do***3If you
love me, keep my commandment3d will pray to the Father, and he will give you
another Counselor, that he may be with you fore¥&¥, -- the Spirit of truth, whom the
world can't receive; for it doesn't see him, neitkeows him. You know him, for he lives
with you, and will be in yod**¥ will not leave you orphans. | will come to ydfi*®vet
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a little while, and the world will see me no mobeit you will see me. Because | live, you
will live also.**?%n that day you will know that | am in my Fathendayou in me, and |
in you.**#'Someone who has my commandments, and keeps thepergon is one who
loves me. One who loves me will be loved by myefa#nd | will love him, and will
reveal myself to him."
14:13-14 shows that we ought to ask the variouggththat we ask Father Yahweh in the name
of Yah'shuah. For by so invoking Yah'shuah's namik,Yah'shuah give us the thing that we
ask, provided it is in harmony with Yahweh's will.

Petition Yahweh According To His Appointed Times

14:16-18 notes that Yah'shuah said that he wouldure tense - pray to the Father that the
Father gives them his Holy Spirit.

That Yah'shuah had not yet prayed that the Fagher his disciples the Holy Spirit
indicates that it was not yet time for them to héwe Holy Spirit dwelling in them. He therefore
just dwelt with them, but not in them. Therefordyem it was time for the Holy Spirit to dwell in
them, the time that the Father had ordained foHbly Spirit to dwell in Yah'shuah's disciples,
Yah'shuah would indeed pray that the Holy Spiriethwn his disciples at that time.

It should therefore be noted that even when wg pcxording to Yahweh's will with
respect to the occurrence of a particular thingt thing will not occur until Yahweh's time for
the occurrence of that thing has come. If Yahweh rexealed to us the appropriate timing for
the occurrence of that thing, we should wait utitdt time before praying for it to occur. And
when that time definitely comes, we should defigitgray for its occurrence. For in Yahweh
showing or revealing to us the right time for anthito occur, he is also giving us the
responsibility and duty of praying for its occurcerat its appointed time. Therefore, when such
time arrives, we should do our duty and duly prayythweh to bring to pass what he had
ordained to bring to pass at his appointed time.

How Your Joy May Be Made Full

Yahchanan (John) 16:19-28 reads,
1%1%Therefore Yah'shuah perceived that they wantedkdim, and he said to thefio
you inquire among yourselves concerning this, thedid, 'A little while, and you won't
see me, and again a little while, and you will see?''%?Most assuredly | tell you, that
you will weep and lament, but the world will rej@icYou will be sorrowful, but your
sorrow will be turned into joy:*?’A woman, when she is in travail, has sorrow, beeaus
her time has come. But when she has delivered liid, she doesn't remember the
anguish any more, for the joy that a child is batto the world.***?You therefore now
have sorrow, but | will see you again, and your thedll rejoice, and no one will take
your joy away from you'®#in that day you will ask me no questidriost assuredly |
tell you, whatever you may ask of the Father, hellvgive it to you in my name.
192%ntil now, you have asked nothing in my name. Askd you will receive, that your
joy may be made ful'®*“1 have spoken these things to you in figures oécpeBut the
time comes when | will no more speak to you inrégwf speech, but will tell you plainly
about the Father:*#4n that day you will ask in my name; and | don't §a&o you, that |
will pray to the Father for you!®%%or the Father himself loves you, because you have
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loved me, and have believed that | came forth frahe Mighty One 2% came out

from the Father, and have come into the world. Aghileave the world, and go to the

Father.”

16:23-27 again reiterates that Yah'shuah's discipleght to make request of Yahweh in
Yah'shuah's name. For the Father will indeed gnent that which they ask, that their joy may
be made full.

Indicating that our joy is made full by our redety from the Father what we have asked
in Yah'shuah's name. There is therefore much jogaeiving from the Father.

16:26-27 shows that those whom the Father loveshaise who believe Yah'shuah, those
who believe the words that he gave Yah'shuah takspEherefore, by believing both Father
Yahweh and Yah'shuah, and thereby being loved by diothem, one can indeed pray to Father
Yahweh and be heard by him, praying in the nam&adfshuah. We should heed Yah'shuah's
words.

Pray For Yah'shuah's Disciples

Yahchanan (John) 17:1-26 reads,
"lyah'shuah said these things, and lifting up hisdgeHeaven, he saidFather, the
time has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son aisy glorify you;'"?even as you gave
him authority over all flesh, that to all whom yieave given him, he will give eternal life.
173This is eternal life, that they should know yote tmly true Mighty One, and him
whom you sent, Yah'shuah the Messiatfl glorified you on the earth. | have
accomplished the work that you have given me to"'ddlow, Father, glorify me with
your own self with the glory which | had with yoefdre the world existed”l revealed
your name to the people whom you have given mefahé world. They were yours, and
you have given them to me. They have kept your. Wotdow they know that all things
whatever you have given me are from yGiffor the words which you have given me |
have given to them, and they received them, and faresure that | came forth from you,
and they believed that you sent &l pray for them. | don't pray for the world, but fio
those whom you have given me, for they are yodfsAll things that are mine are
yours, and yours are mine, and | am glorified iarth'”*{ am no more in the world, and
these are in the world, and | am coming to you.yHedther, keep them through your
name which you have given me, that they may beewes, as we aré’*AWhile | was
with them in the world, | kept them in your namieode whom you have given me | have
kept. None of them is lost, except the son of pendithat the Scripture might be
fulfilled. ****But now | come to you, and | say these things irettvorld, that they may
have my joy made full in themselve<™ have given them your word. The world hated
them, because they are not of the world, eversas hot of the world'”** pray not that
you would take them from the world, but that you wd keep them from the evil one
171%They are not of the world even as | am not of thddv’"*’Sanctify them in your
truth. Your word is truth *"*8As you sent me into the world, even so | sent tharthe
world. *"**For their sakes | sanctify myself, that they thémesealso may be sanctified in
truth. *"*Neither for these only do | pray, but for those alsvho believe in me through
their word, *"?!hat they may all be one: even as you, Father, @ameme, and | in you,
that they also may be one in us; that the world miaglieve that you sent me”““The
glory which you have given me, | have given to that they may be one, even as we
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are one;*"# in them, and you in me, that they may be peréect® one; that the world
may know that you sent me, and loved them, evgowatoved me'’?*Father, | desire
that they also whom you have given me be with negenham, that they may see my
glory, which you have given me, for you loved nfereethe foundation of the world.
172Righteous Father, the world didn't know you, bkihéw you; and these knew that you
sent me>?9 made known to them your name, and will makedikn that the love with
which you loved me may be in them, and | in them."”

Yah'shuah prayed for his disciples. So should ves for Yah'shuah's disciples, our brethren.
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YAH'SHUAH'S DISCIPLES AND APOSTLES

The Early Disciples Set Us An Example Of Being Stéast In Prayer And
Supplication

Acts 1:9-14 reads,
*When he had said these things, as they were lopkiegvas taken up, and a cloud
received him out of their sight’°While they were looking steadfastly into the skjas
went, behold, two men stood by them in white algtHi*'who also said, "You men of the
Galil, why do you stand looking into the sky? TYah'shuah, who was received up from
you into the sky will come back in the same wayams saw him going into the sky."
Y2Then they returned to Yerushalayim from the mouwfied Olivet, which is near
Yerushalayim, a Shabbat day's journey awadyWhen they had come in, they went up
into the upper chamber, where they were stayingt th Kefa, Yahchanan, Ya'akov,
And'drai, Pilipos, T'oma, Bar-Talmai, Mattityahua dkov the son of Chalfai, Shim'on
the Zealot, and Yahudah the son of Ya akdtAll these with one accord continued
steadfastly in prayer and supplication, with the men, and Miryam, the mother of
Yah'shuah, and with his brothers

That 1:14 says that the disciples "continued" dtesity, in one accord, in prayer and

supplication, indicates that they were already @@ in prayer and supplication prior to the

rising into the sky of Yah'shuah. In this thesdyedisciples set us an example that we who are

disciples of Yah'shuah ought to follow.

The Early Disciples Followed Yah'shuah's Example

Acts 1:15-26 reads,
191n these days, Kefa stood up in the midst of tkeigles (and there was a multitude of
persons gathered together, about one hundred t\eanhd said,**®Brothers, it was
necessary that this Scripture should be fulfilltlich the Holy Spirit spoke before by the
mouth of David concerning Yahudah, who was guidehtse who took Yah'shuah.
Y"For he was numbered with us, and received his @oriin this ministry.**Now this
man obtained a field with the reward for his wickess, and falling headlong, his body
burst open, and all his intestines gushed &ttt became known to everyone who lived
in Yerushalayim that in their language that fieldsacalled 'Chakal-Dama,’ that is, 'The
field of blood."“°For it is written in the book of Tehillim,
'Let his habitation be made desolate,
Let no one dwell therein,’
and,
'Let another take his office.’
1210f the men therefore who have accompanied us liithe that the Master Yah'shuah
went in and went out among d3$2beginning from the baptism of Yahchanan, to the day
that he was received up from us, of these mustbeceme a witness with us of his
resurrection.”
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123They put forward two, Yosef called Bar-Sabba, wtes wurnamed Justus, and

Mattiyah. ***They prayed, and said, "You, Master, who knows thearts of all men,

show which one of these two you have choserito take part in this ministry and

apostleship from which Yahudabh fell away, that héght go to his own placé ***They
drew lots for them, and the lot fell on Mattiyamdahe was numbered with the eleven
apostles.
Just as Yah'shuah had prayed prior to his selecfidms disciples, so also does 1:24 show that
the disciples prayed prior to the selection of dre amongst them who would take over
Yahudah of Kriot's place in the ministry of aposhig and of witnessing to the resurrection of
Yah'shuah.

1:24-25 shows that in selecting those who servéawéh, it is important to seek
Yahweh's guidance, as it is he - alone - who kntiweshearts of all men. And in service to
Yahweh it is to the heart that we ought to looki te men's outward appearances, as even
Yahweh showed us through his prophet Shemuel.

The Early Disciples Obeyed Yah'shuah's Command Qfigy Steadfast In
Prayer

Acts 2:41-47 reads,
Z4Then those who gladly received his word were begtiZhere were added that day
about three thousand soufs"’They continued steadfastly in the apostles' teachiand
fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and prayér**Fear came on every soul, and many
wonders and signs were done through the apostféall who believed were together,
and had all things commor*They sold their possessions and goods, and distibu
them to all, according as anyone had ne€tiDay by day, continuing steadfastly with
one accord in_the temple, and breaking bread at lenihey took their food with
gladness and singleness of heatt:'praising the Mighty One, and having favor with
all the people Yahweh added to the assembly day by day thosevedsobeing saved.

2:42 shows that the disciples continued steadfastjyrayer. They heeded Yah'shuah's words,

praying continually to Yahweh, without giving up.ev8hould follow their example.

Incorporate Yahweh's Inspired Words In Your Prayei® Him

Acts 4:23-37 reads,
“Z3Being let go, they came to their own company, @pirted all that the chief Kohanim
and the Zakenim had said to thef'They, when they heard it, lifted up their voicéhte
Mighty One with one accord, and said, "O Masten) yoe the Mighty One, who made
the Heaven, the earth, the sea, and all that ishem; “**who by the mouth of your
servant, David, said,
'Why do the nations rage,
And the peoples plot a vain thing?
“2%The kings of the earth take a stand,
And the rulers take council together,
Against Yahweh, and against his Messiah.'
“Z’For truly, in this city against your holy servantah'shuah, whom you anointed, both
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Goyim and thegle of Yisra'el, were gathered
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together**®to do whatever your hand and your council foreonei to happen:“*Now,

Master, look at their threats, and grant to yourvemts to speak your word with all

boldness;**while you stretch forth your hand to heal; and tsigns and wonders may

be done through the name of your holy Servant kahls"

“3when they had prayed, the place was shaken whery tivere gathered together.

They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and thespoke the word of the Mighty One

with boldness ***The multitude of those who believed were of onet lzeml soul. Not

one of them claimed that anything of the things tleapossessed was his own, but they
had all things common:**With great power, the apostles gave their testimohyhe
resurrection of the Master Yah'shuah. Great graees wn them all***For neither was
there among them any who lacked, for as many as aeners of lands or houses sold
them, and brought the prices of the things thatewsold, “*°>and laid them at the
apostles' feet, and distribution was made to eachording as anyone had neéd°Yosi,
who by the apostles was surnamed Bar-Nabba (wlsctbeing interpreted, Son of

Exhortation), a Levite, a man of Cyprus by rat&having a field, sold it, and brought

the money and laid it at the apostles' feet.

4:29-30 shows that the requests the disciples nad@hweh in their collective prayer of one
accord was that Yahweh's servants speak his wdldheidness, and that signs and wonders be
done forth through the name of Yahweh's holy Ser¥a'shuah.

4:31 shows that Yahweh responded to them jushes ltad prayed. He answered them
by shaking the place where they were gathered ltegeitie filled them all with the Holy Spirit.
And they spoke the word of the Mighty One with bedds!

It should also be noted that the prayer they ptageYahweh incorporated Yahweh's
inspired words contained in his Holy Scriptures. Whould likewise incorporate Yahweh
inspired words in our prayers to him.

Praying Steadfastly Is A Vital Duty Of Servants @ahweh

Acts 6:1-6 reads,
®INow in those days, when the number of the discigtes multiplying, there arose a
grumbling of the Grecian Yahudim against the Helsrdvecause their widows were
neglected in the daily servicE’The twelve called the multitude of the discipleshem
and said, "It is not appropriate for us to forsattee word of the Mighty One and serve
tables.®*Therefore select from among you, brothers, sevenahgood report, full of the
Holy Spirit and of wisdom, whom we may appoint avés business®“But we will
continue steadfastly in prayer and in the ministof the word" ®**These words pleased
the whole multitude. They chose Stephen, a marofuihith and of the Holy Spirit,
Pilipos, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, andoMus, a proselyte of Antioch;
®®whom they set before the apostid#en they had prayed, they laid their hands on
them

6:4 shows that it is indeed the duty of apostlelsatt pray and to preach the word of Yah'shuah.

Prayer is a vital part in the duty of servants ah¥eh.
6:6 shows that the induction of the seven forwoek before them was accompanied by

both prayer and the laying on of hands. Prayeit# m service to Yahweh.
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How To Receive The Holy Spirit

Acts 8:9-25 reads,
89But there was a certain man, Shim'on by name, vaw used sorcery in the city
before, and amazed the people of Shomron, makmgelfi out to be some great one,
#1%o whom they all listened, from the least to theagest, saying, "This man is that
great power of the Mighty One***They listened to him, because for a long time h ha
amazed them with his sorceriés?But when they believed Pilipos preaching good news
concerning the kingdom of the Mighty One and thmaaf Yah'shuah the Messiah, they
were baptized, both men and wom&FShim on himself also believed. Being baptized,
he continued with Pilipos. Seeing signs and graedctes done, he was amazed.
#1Now when the apostles who were at Yerushalayimdhiseat Shomron had received
the word of the Mighty One, they sent Kefa and Nahan to them®**who, when they
had come dowrprayed for them, that they might receive the Holpifit; *'%or as yet
he had fallen on none of them. They had only begtzed into the name of the Master
Yah'shuah®'"Then they laid their hands on them, and they reckitie Holy Spirit.
81¥Now when Shim on saw that the Holy Spirit was giveaugh the laying on of the
apostles' hands, he offered them morfeysaying, "Give me also this power, that
whoever | lay my hands on may receive the HolytSpir
820But Kefa said to him, "May your silver perish wjthu, because you thought you could
obtain the gift of the Mighty One with monéyfYou have neither part nor lot in this
matter, for your heart isn't right before the Migt®ne.®*’Repent therefore of this, your
wickedness, and ask the Mighty One if perhapshbieght of your heart may be forgiven
you.¥#For | see that you are in the gall of bitternesslam the bondage of iniquity."
¥24shimon answered, "Pray for me to Yahweh, that rafnthe things that you have
spoken come on me."
82°They therefore, when they had testified and sptiemword of the Master, returned to
Yerushalayim, and preached the good news to méages of the Shomroni.
8:14-17 shows that receipt of the Holy Spirit ic@@opanied by prayer and the laying on of
hands. Prayer is vital in service to Yahweh.
It should also be remembered that it is indeedFditder's will that his children have the
Holy Spirit dwelling in them. He also desires toweyus his Spirit more than we desire to give
good gifts to our own children. Nevertheless, tteree the Holy Spirit, we must still pray to the
Father for it. Showing that we acknowledge that3peit indeed comes forth from him, and that
without him giving the Spirit to us, the Spirit cast indeed dwell in us. We should therefore
pray that Yah'shuah's disciples receive the HolyitSp

Yah'shuah's Words Fulfilled In Kefa's Ministry

Acts 9:36-43 reads,
%3Now there was at Yafo a certain disciple namedt&awhich when translated, means
Dorcas. This woman was full of good works and axftanercy that she did”*'It
happened in those days that she fell sick, and thdwen they had washed her, they laid
her in an upper chambet:**As Lud was near Yafo, the disciples, hearing thefakvas
there, sent two men to him, imploring him not ttaglén coming to then?**Kefa got up
and went with them. When he had come, they brdughinto the upper chamber. All the
widows stood by him weeping, and showing the caatsgarments that Dorcas made
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while she was with themi*%efa put them all out, and kneeled down and prayed
Turning to the body, he said, "Tavita, get up!" Sipened her eyes, and when she saw
Kefa, she sat up:**He gave her his hand, and raised her up. Calling lioly ones and
widows, he presented her alivE*lt became known throughout all Yafo, and many
believed in the Master’*It happened, that he stayed many days in Yafo with
Shim'on, a tanner.

9:40 shows that it was after prayer in private tkafa called out to Tavita's dead body and
commanded it to get up. And life was restored,tand she lived again.

Yah'shuah's words to his disciples were therefmmg fulfilled, how they would do

works as great and greater than those he Yah'shdafor Yah'shuah would do those works on
their behalf.

Yahweh Pours Out The Holy Spirit On The Goyim
Acts 10:1-11:18 reads,

10INow there was a certain man in Caesarea, Cornddusiame, a centurion of what
was called the Italian Regiment:?a devout man, and one who feared the Mighty One
with all his house, who gave alms generously to theople, and always prayed to the
Mighty One “°~At about the ninth hour of the day, he clearly $aw vision an angel of
Yahweh coming to him, and saying to him, "Corné&lius

1%He, fastening his eyes on him, and being frightesaid, "What is it, Master?"

He said to him, Your prayers and your alms have gone up for a membbefore the
Mighty One '®*Now send men to Yafo, and get one Shim'on, whorigrsed Kefa.
1%®He lodges with one Shim“on a tanner, whose housgtise seaside."

19 When the angel who spoke to him had departed, Gosnealled two of his household
servants, and a devout soldier of those who waiadhim continually.'*®Having
explained everything to them, he sent them to Yaflow on the next day, as they were
on their journey, and got close to the cikefa went up on the housetop to pray, at
about noon ****He became hungry, and desired to eat, but whilg tere preparing, he
fell into a trance!®*'He saw Heaven opened, and a certain container delug to him,
like a great sheet, let down by four corners oneheth,'“*4n which were all kinds of
four-footed animals of the earth, wild animals, titgs, and birds of the sky’*°A voice
came to him|Rise, Kefa, kill and eat!"

1919But Kefa said, "Not so, Master; for | have nevetesaanything that is common or
unclean."

1915A voice came to him again the second tititéhat the Mighty One has cleansed, you
must not make unholy***®This was done three times, and immediately theelesss
received up into Heaveri®'’Now while Kefa was very perplexed in himself what t
vision which he had seen might mean, behold, the wie® were sent by Cornelius,
having made inquiry for Shim'on's house, stoodreefre gate!®*?and called and asked
whether Shim’on, who was surnamed Kefa, was lodiee. > *While Kefa thought
about the vision, the Spirit said to him, "Behdlitee men seek yolf*But arise, get
down, and go with them, doubting nothing; for | @aent them.***)Kefa went down to
the men, and said, "Behold, | am he whom you &b&l.have you come?"

1922They said, "Cornelius a centurion, a righteous naaml one who fears the Mighty
One, and well spoken of by all the nation of thBudam, was directed by a holy angel to
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invite you to his house, and to listen to what gay.'>**So he called them in and lodged
them. On the next day Kefa arose and went outtivéim, and some of the brothers from
Yafo accompanied him%%‘On the next day they entered into Caesarea. Camalias
waiting for them, having called together his rel@s and his near friend$”?*When it
happened that Kefa entered, Cornelius met him falhdown at his feet, and worshipped
him. 1°?®But Kefa raised him up, saying, "Stand up! | myaeif also a man.**?’As he
talked with him, he went in, and found many congetter.'“**He said to them, "You
yourselves know how it is an unlawful thing for amwho is a Yahudi to join himself or
come to one of another nation, but the Mighty Oa® $dhown me that | shouldn't call any
man unholy or unclear?**Therefore also | came without complaint when | weist for.

| ask therefore, why did you send for me?"

193%Cornelius said, Four days ago, | was fasting until this hour, and ¢he ninth hour,

| prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood befare in bright clothing,'>*'and
said, 'Cornelius, your prayer is heard, and yournat are remembered in the sight of
the Mighty One *°*“Send therefore to Yafo, and call to you Shim'org istsurnamed
Kefa. He lodges in the house of Shim'on a tanneth® seaside. When he comes, he will
speak to you!***Therefore | sent to you at once, and it was googoofto come. Now
therefore we are all here present in the sighthaf Mighty One to hear all things that
have been commanded you by the Mighty One."

103% efa opened his mouth and said, "Truly | perceha the Mighty One doesn't show
favoritism, *°*®ut in every nation he who fears him, and workshtégusness, is
acceptable to him®**The word which he sent to the children of Yisrgesaching good
news of shalom by Yah'shuah the Messiah (he iseMasall): *°*"that spoken word you
yourselves know, which was proclaimed throughoutYahudah, beginning from the
Galil, after the baptism which Yahchanan preach@d%ven Yah'shuah of Natzeret, how
the Mighty One anointed him with the Holy Spiridanith power, who went about doing
good, and healing all who were oppressed by thd;devthe Mighty One was with him.
193%We are witnesses of all things that he did botthincountry of the Yahudim, and in
Yerushalayim; whom they also killed, hanging himadnee.**“°The Mighty One raised
him up the third day, and gave him to be reveaf8dnot to all the people, but to
witnesses who were chosen before by the Mighty ©Ones, who ate and drank with him
after he rose from the dead*He charged us to preach to the people, and tofyettat
this is he who is appointed by the Mighty One &sJihdge of the living and the dead.
1043711 the prophets testify about him, that througl hame everyone who believes in
him will receive remission of sins."

194%While Kefa was still speaking these words, the it fell on all those who heard
the word."***They of the circumcision who believed were amaaedany as came with
Kefa, because the gift of the Holy Spirit was aleared out on the Goyim’*°For they
heard them speak with other languages, and maagnifg Mighty One

Then Kefa answered”*™Can any man forbid the water, that these who haoeived
the Holy Spirit as well as we should not be bapi??€“**He commanded them to be
baptized in the name of Yah'shuah the Messiah. ffiggnasked him to stay some days.
INow the apostles and the brothers who were in Yafmkard that the Goyim had
also received the word of the Mighty OnE?When Kefa had come up to Yerushalayim,
those who were of the circumcision contended with, it*saying, "You went in to
uncircumcised men, and ate with them!"
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Byt Kefa began, and explained to them in orderjnggy™™'l was in the city of Yafo
praying, and in a trance | saw a vision: a certaiontainer descending, like it was a
great sheet let down from Heaven by four corndrsame as far as mé*®on which,
when | had looked intently, | considered, and she/four-footed animals of the earth,
wild animals, creeping things, and birds of the.skyl also heard a voice saying to me,
'Rise, Kefa, kill and eat?®But | said, 'Not so, Master, for nothing unholyusclean has
ever entered into my moutht®But a voice answered me the second time out ofétieav
'What the Mighty One has cleansed, don't you mak®ly.' ***°This was done three
times, and all were drawn up again into Heavé.'Behold, immediately three men
stood before the house where | was, having beenfsmn Caesarea to mé***The
Spirit told me to go with them, without discrimimat These six brothers also
accompanied me, and we entered into the man's htiSkle told us how he had seen
the angel standing in his house, and saying to t8end to Yafo, and get Shim on, whose
surname is Kefd;**who will speak to you words whereby you will beesayou and all
your house.***As | began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell on thewen as on us at the
beginning.*** remembered the word of the Master, how he saidhchanan indeed
baptized with water, but you will be baptized ie tHoly Spirit."***/If then the Mighty
One gave to them the same gift as us, when wevedli@ the Master Yah'shuah the
Messiah, who was I, that | could withstand the NMygbne?"
1% Vhen they heard these things, they held their shasnd glorified the Mighty One,
saying, "Then the Mighty One has also granted ¢oGloyim repentance to life!"

10:2 shows that Cornelius was a man who prayedatovéh regularly.
10:9 shows that Kefa was a man of prayer, who Isoogt a private place for himself to

pray.
We should emulate the examples of these servéivtahoveh.

Pray For The Welfare Of The Brethren

Acts 12:1-17 reads,
12INow about that time, Herod the king put forth hantls to oppress some of the
assembly'??He killed Ya'akov, the brother of Yahchanan, wité $word.***When he
saw that it pleased the Yahudim, he proceededire $&fa also. This was during the
days of matzalH*“When he had captured him, he put him in prison, delivered him to
four squads of four soldiers each to guard himemaing to bring him out to the people
after the Pesach-**Kefa_therefore was kept in the prison, but constamayer was
made by the assembly to the Mighty One for him
12°The same night when Herod was about to bring hiin i6efa was sleeping between
two soldiers, bound with two chains. Guards in frai the door kept the prison.
127Behold, an angel of Yahweh stood by him, and a §iphne in the cell. He struck Kefa
on the side, and woke him up, saying, "Stand upkgdi His chains fell off from his
hands.***The angel said to him, "Put on your clothes, aedati your sandals." He did
so. He said to him, "Wrap your cloak around youd &llow me."**°He went out, and
followed him. He didn't know that what was doneh®yangel was real, but thought he
saw a vision**"When they were past the first and the second guhey, came to the
iron gate that leads into the city, which openedfhem by itself. They went out, and
passed on through one street, and immediatelyrigeladeparted from him.
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124When Kefa had come to himself, he said, "Now ltkmlow that Yahweh has sent

forth his angel and delivered me out of the handHefod, and from everything the

Jewish people were expecting*“Thinking about that, he came to the house of Miryam

the mother of Yahchanan whose surname was Mdr&re many were gathered together

and were praying***3When Kefa knocked at the door of the gate, a maiden Rhoda
came to answer“*When she recognized Kefa's voice, she didn't dpewgate for joy,
but ran in, and reported that Kefa stood before dgage.****They said to her, "You are
crazy!" But she insisted that it was so. They sitds his angel.”**But Kefa continued
knocking. When they had opened, they saw him, anel amazed-**'But he, beckoning
to them with his hand to be silent, declared tartHeow Yahweh had brought him forth
out of the prison. He said, "Tell these things tmakov, and to the brothers." He
departed, and went to another place.

12:5 shows that the brethren prayed for the welédrene another, especially when they were

faced with severe opposition from their enemies.

12:6-10 shows that Yahweh indeed heard the prafdise assembly, and released Kefa
from prison.

12:12 shows that many of the assembly were gathergether and were praying for
Kefa's welfare. It is therefore quite in order tissembly members to come together and pray
collectively about a matter. Just as there werasioos when the people of Yisrael assembled
themselves together and prayed collectively, so dlds the case that those of Yah'shuah's
assembly have occasions when they come togethegsragaollectively.

Serve Yahweh And Yah'shuah With Prayer And Fasting

Acts 13:1-4 reads,

13INow in the assembly that was at Antioch there weree prophets and teachers: Bar-

Nabba, Shim on who was called Niger, Lucius of @grévlenachem the foster-brother

of Herod the tetrarch, and Sha'df?As they served the Master and fastetie Holy

Spirit said, "Separate Bar-Nabba and Sha'ul for fee,the work to which | have called

them."***Then, when they had fasted and prayed and laid tHends on them, they

sent them away">“So, being sent forth by the Holy Spirit, they wémwn to Seleucia.

From there they sailed to Cyprus.

The prophets and teachers of the assembly at Anserved the Master Yah'shuah with fasting
and prayer. We ought to follow in their example.

13:3 shows that even after the Holy Spirit hacegicommand that Bar-Nabba and Shaul
be set apart for the work to which he had calleshththe prophets and teachers continued to
pray, and laid their hands of these two, and deinton their way. In other words, even when
Yahweh has made clear to us his will concerning sauwice to him, we must still continue to
pray for his guidance and help in the manner wgeswe him as he has directed.

We continually need Yahweh and the help he availas. We cannot do without
Yahweh.

Appointments Within Yahweh's Household Should Bedsmpanied With
Prayer And Fasting
Acts 14:20-23 reads,
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14298t as the disciples stood around him, he roseanp, entered into the city. On the
next day he went out with Bar-Nabba to Derf&'When they had preached the good
news to that city, and had made many discipleg; thirned to Lystra, lconium, and
Antioch,**?%onfirming the souls of the disciples, exhortingnthto continue in the faith,
and that through many afflictions we must enteo itite kingdom of the Mighty One.
1423Vhen _they had appointed Zakenim for them in_everssambly, and had prayed
with fasting, they commended them to the Master,wamom they had believed
14:23 shows that Shaul and Bar-Nabba accompaneid alppointment of Zakenim for the
disciples with prayer and fasting, and then a conga#gon to the Master Yah'shuah. It should
therefore be noted that appointments to key postio the household of Yahweh should be
accompanied with prayer and fasting. This is t& séghweh's guidance in the matter, that those
whose hearts he approves of be the ones to be rapgoio positions of oversight in his
household.

The Early Disciples Prayed Collectively

Acts 16:16 reads,
1619t happenedas we were going to prayethat a certain girl having a spirit of
divination met us, who brought her masters much dgifortune telling.
It was the custom of the disciples to pray coliesdi.
It therefore appears that the disciples made tonith pray together, and also privately.
It would seem to me that in their collective pnayhey did not parade themselves before
outsiders to be seen by them that they were pralingther words, their collective prayers were
private to the disciples, and were not conductegublic. In this manner they continued to
remain faithful to Yah'shuah their Master, prayinga manner whereby they did not seek glory
from men.

Shaul And Sila Prayed To Yahweh In The Hearing Otl@rs

Acts 16:25 reads,

16258yt about midnight Sha'ul and Sila were praying ainhjing hymns to the Mighty

One, and the prisoners were listening to them.

Shaul and Sila prayed and sang hymns to the Mightg, all in the hearing of their fellow
prisoners. This shows that when we are in a sd@natihereby we are denied privacy, we are still
supposed to continue praying to Yahweh the Mightye.Qn such a case we are not praying in
the hearing of outsiders in order to seek theiryglBut we have been put in a situation whereby
we do not have privacy to so pray to Yahweh.

It therefore appears that praying to Yahweh isemomportant than looking for a private
place to pray to him. Therefore, if no private plas available to facilitate private prayer to
Yahweh, we are still required to pray to Yahweherevun the observation and hearing of
outsiders. But we should be careful not to seek tlery in so praying.

In Bidding Farewell, The Disciples Prayed Collecély
Acts 20:17-21:6 reads,
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2%1Erom Miletus he sent to Ephesus, and called to dlintse Zakenim of the assembly.
2918V hen they had come to him, he said to them, "Yorsglves know, from the first day
that | set foot in Asia, how | was with you all ttime, ?>**serving the Master with all
humility, with many tears, and with trials which gpened to me by the plots of the
Yahudim;****how | didn't shrink from declaring to you anythitigat was profitable,
teaching you publicly and from house to hou$é:testifying both to Yahudim and to
Yevanim repentance toward the Mighty One, and taivard our Master Yah'shuah the
Messiah.?°*Now, behold, | go bound by the Spirit to Yerushatayot knowing what
will happen to me theré?*%except that the Holy Spirit testifies in every ciigying that
bonds and afflictions wait for m&”*But these things don't count; nor do | hold my life
dear to myself, so that | may finish my race with, jand the ministry which | received
from the Master Yah'shuah, to fully testify to gwod news of the grace of the Mighty
One. ?®Now, behold, | know that you all, among whom | wambut preaching the
kingdom of the Mighty One, will see my face no mid&Therefore | testify to you this
day that | am clean from the blood of all mé&#.or | didn't shrink from declaring to
you the whole counsel of the Mighty Off&°Take heed, therefore, to yourselves, and to
all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has madeuyaverseers, to shepherd the assembly
of the Master and the Mighty One which he purchasét his own blood?®*For |
know that after my departure, vicious wolves wilteg in among you, not sparing the
flock. 2*Men will arise from among your own selves, speakiexyerse things, to draw
away the disciples after therf!.**Therefore watch, remembering that for a period of
three years | didn't cease to admonish everyonétrémd day with tears’**Now,
brothers, | entrust you to the Mighty One, andhe word of his grace, which is able to
build up, and to give you the inheritance among tatbse who are sanctified®*%
coveted no one's silver, or gold, or clothif§>*You yourselves know that these hands
ministered to my necessities, and to those who witheme.?’*In all things | gave you
an example, that so laboring you ought to helpweak, and to remember the words of
the Master Yah'shuah, that he himself sdids more blessed to give than to recelve.’
203%Vhen_he had spoken these things, he kneeled dowd prayed with them all
203 hey all wept a lot, and fell on Sha'ul's neck &issed him>**sorrowing most of
all because of the word which he had spoken, tiet should see his face no more. They
brought him on his way to the ship.
“When it happened that we had parted from them amtldet sail, we came with a
straight course to Cos, and the next day to Rhaales from there to Patar&'“Having
found a ship crossing over to Phoenicia, we wemtaath, and set sai**When we had
come in sight of Cyprus, leaving it on the left dhawe sailed to Aram, and landed at
Tzor, for there the ship was to unload her cargfdHaving found disciples, we stayed
there seven days. These said to Sha'ul througlspet, that he should not go up to
Yerushalayim?**When it happened that we had accomplished the dayseparted and
went on our journey. They all, with wives and adid brought us on our way until we
were out of the cityjkneeling down on the beach, we prayéd®After saying goodbye to
each other, we went on board the ship, and theymetl home again.

20:36 and 21:5 show that it is indeed appropriatedfsciples to pray collectively when at least

one amongst their number is departing away fronmtlaemd going to a different part of the

world.
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Prayer Accompanies The Laying On Of Hands Upon T8k

Acts 28:7-10 reads,
?8"Now in the neighborhood of that place were landsiiging to the chief man of the
island, named Publius, who received us, and courigoentertained us three day8®it
was so, that the father of Publius lay sick of feared dysenterySha'ul entered in to
him, prayed, and laying his hands on him, healedrhi”®**Then when this was done, the
rest also that had diseases in the island came veere cured?*°They also honored us
with many honors, and when we sailed, they putaamdthe things that we needed.

28:8 shows that prayer accompanies the laying dmaafls upon those who are sick, that they

may be healed of their sicknesses.

Pray For One Another Unceasingly

Romans 1:8-12 reads,
8First, 1 thank my Mighty One through Yah'shuah khessiah for all of you, that your
faith is proclaimed throughout the whole worfd’For the Mighty One is my witness,
whom | serve in my spirit in the good news of lis, Sow unceasingly | make mention
of you always in_my prayers ‘%requesting, if by any means now at length | may be
prospered by the will of the Mighty One to comgda.**'For | long to see you, that |
may impart to you some spiritual gift, to the ewnd ynay be establishedi*that is, that |
with you may be comforted in you, each of us byther's faith, both yours and mine.
1:9 shows that Shaul unceasingly and always madgioneof the disciples in his prayers. He
prayed that Yahweh facilitate their meeting togettieat each may comfort the other by their
faith in the Yah'shuah the Messiah.
Disciples of Yah'shuah should therefore pray foe @another unceasingly, praying that
they may comfort one another by their faith in khaster.

Draw On The Spirit To Intercede For You In Your Py&rs To Yahweh

Romans 8:26-27 reads,
%29 the same way, the Spirit also helps our wealasedsr we don't know how to pray
as we ought. But the Spirit himself makes intefoad®r us with groanings that can't be
uttered.®*"He who searches the hearts knows what is on thé'Spiind, because he
makes intercession for the holy ones accordingeaMighty One.

Seeing that we do not know how to pray as we ougétshould draw on the Spirit to intercede

for us before Yahweh the Mighty One, and make uio deficiencies.

Pray For Yisrael's Salvation

Romans 10:1 reads,
1%1Brothers, my heart's desire and my prayer to thgh#i One is for Yisra'el, that they
may be saved.

Shaul prayed that Yisrael be saved. So should we do
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Continue Steadfastly In Prayer

Romans 12:12 reads,
121%ejoicing in hope; enduring in oppression; contingisteadfastly in prayer;
Shaul encouraged the brethren to continue steddiiagirayer.

Pray For Yah'shuah's Servants

Romans 15:30-32 reads,
153%Now I beg you, brothers, by our Master Yah'shuahMiessiah, and by the love of the
Spirit, thatyou strive together with me in your prayers to tiMighty One for me
153%hat | may be delivered from those who are disadredin Yahudah, and that my
service which | have for Yerushalayim may be a@#etto the holy ones?*%hat | may
come to you in joy through the will of the Mightge) and together with you, find rest.
Shaul begged the brethren that they join him iryipato the Mighty One that he be delivered
from his enemies, and that his service for thehoegt mighty be found acceptable before the
holy ones, and that he may come to them in joys&lae matters we ought to pray for as they
affect each one of us.

Shaul's Counsel On Conduct While Praying And Fasgin

1 Corinthians 7:5 reads,
">Don't defraud one another, unless it is by condenta season, that you may give
yourselves to fasting and prayer, and may be tagedhgain, that Hasatan doesn't tempt
you because of your lack of self-control.
Shaul advised that it was not inappropriate forusbland and wife to refrain from sexual
relations when they were serving the Master in @rand fasting. But he also warned them not
to make it a prolonged refrain, to avoid temptatiorcommit sexual immorality, occasioned by
lack of self-control on the part of one or bothlam.

Those Speaking In Tongues Should Pray For The Giff Interpreting

1 Corinthians 14:13-14 reads,

43Therefore let him who speaks in another languagg ghat he may interpret’“For

if | pray in another language, my spirit prays, oy understanding is unfruitful.
Those speaking in tongues - other languages - dhpraly for the gift of interpreting what they
speak in another language, that they may impartisvof understanding to their audience.

Pray That The Brethren Be Perfected

2 Corinthians 13:7-9 reads,
13Now | pray to the Mighty One that you do no evit that we may appear approved,
but that you may do that which is honorable, thoughare as reprobaté’®For we can
do nothing against the truth, but for the trutfi’For we rejoice when we are weak and
you are strong. This we also pray for, even youfgu#ing.

We should pray that we do no evil, but should iadtbe perfected.
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Pray That Yahweh Blesses Yah'shuah's Disciples

Ephesians 1:15-23 reads,
5For this cause | also, having heard of the faithtfie Master Yah'shuah which is
among you, and the love which you have towardhallroly ones.*®don't cease to give
thanks for you, making mention in my prayers*’that the Mighty One of our Master
Yah'shuah the Messiah, the Father of glory, mag gov you a spirit of wisdom and
revelation in the knowledge of hirh*®having the eyes of your hearts enlightened, that
you may know what is the hope of his calling, wdrat the riches of the glory of his
inheritance in the holy one5!®and what is the exceeding greatness of his povwearth
us who believe, according to that working of theersgth of his might“%hich he
worked in Messiah, when he raised him from the daad made him to sit at his right
hand in the heavenly place$*'far above all rule, and authority, and power, and
dominion, and every name that is named, not onthi;iworld, but also in that which is
to come.**?He put all things in subjection under his feet, ayave him to be head over
all things to the assembly**which is his body, the fullness of him who fillsimlall.

We should not cease to give thanks to Yahweh femgthod that he is doing in the lives of other

disciples of Yah'shuabh.

Pray At All Times, In The Spirit

Ephesians 6:10-22 reads,
®1OFinally, be strong in the Master, and in the stréngf his might®*'Put on the whole
armor of the Mighty One, that you may be able smdtagainst the wiles of the devil.
®12For our wrestling is not against flesh and bloodt hgainst the principalities, against
the powers, against the world's rulers of the dads of this age, and against the
spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly mal&Therefore, put on the whole
armor of the Mighty One, that you may be able tihstand in the evil day, and, having
done all, to stand’*“Stand therefore, having the utility belt of trutickled around your
waist, and having put on the breastplate of righte®ess’*°and having fitted your feet
with the preparation of the good news of shal8iffabove all, taking up the shield of
faith, with which you will be able to quench aletfiery darts of the evil on&!'Take the
helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirttijclv is the word of the Mighty One;
®18yith all prayer and requests, praying at all timasthe Spirit, and being watchful to
this end in all perseverance and requests for dktholy ones®*°On my behalf, that
utterance may be given to me in opening my moatimake known with boldness the
mystery of the good new&for which | am an ambassador in chains; that it ihay
speak boldly, as | ought to spe&k'But that you also may know my affairs, how | am
doing, Tychicus, the beloved brother and faith&alvant in the Master, will make known
to you all things;>*whom | have sent to you for this very purpose, float may know
our state, and that he may comfort your hearts.

6:18 shows that we ought to pray at all times,h@ $pirit, to be adequately equipped to battle

against Hasatan.
6:19 shows that we should pray for Yahweh's sesvirat they may preach Yahweh's

word with boldness.
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Pray For The Abounding Of The Love Of The Brethren

Philippians 1:9-11 reads,
“This | pray, that your love may abound yet more and more iowkadge and all
discernment; %o that you may approve the things that are exuelaat you may be
sincere and void of offense to the day of Messtdfbeing filled with the fruits of
righteousness, which are through Yah'shuah the isllesto the glory and praise of the
Mighty One.

We should pray that the love of the brethren magual in knowledge and discernment, to

facilitate their growth in Yahweh's perfection.

Pray For All Men

1 Timothy 2:1-8 reads,
#1| exhort therefore, first of all, that petitions, @yers, intercessions, and givings of
thanks, be made for all merf:*for kings and all who are in high places; that weay
lead a tranquil and quiet life in all righteousnesand reverence®For this is good and
acceptable in the sight of Yahweh, our Savidwho desires to have all men to be saved,
and come to full knowledge of the trufitFor there is one Mighty One, and one
mediator between the Mighty One and men, the massilfe Yah'shualf;,®who gave
himself as a ransom for all; the testimony in itgnctimes;*"to which | was appointed a
preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truthMessiah, not lying), a teacher of the
Goyim in faith and truth?®| desire therefore that the men in every place plifjng up
holy hands, without wrath and doubting.

We should pray for all men, including those in auity, that the brethren may lead quiet and

tranquil lives in all righteousness and reverence.

Pray For The Sanctification Of Food Yahweh Has Praged For His Holy Ones

1 Timothy 4:1-5 reads,
“1But the Spirit says expressly that in later timems will fall away from the faith,
paying attention to seducing spirits and doctrimésiemons, “through the hypocrisy of
men who speak lies, branded in their own consci@scaith a hot iron:**forbidding
marriage and commanding to abstinence from foodshwine Mighty One created to be
received with thanksgiving by those who believelarmv the truth®“For every creature
of the Mighty One is good, and nothing is to beectgd, if it is received with
thanksgiving*°For it is sanctified through the word of the Migi@yie and prayer.

4:3-5 shows that foods the Mighty One created todoeived with thanksgiving are sanctified

through the word of the Mighty One and prayer. Weré¢fore ought to pray for the sanctification

of food the Mighty One created to be received withnksgiving, thanking Yahweh also for

giving us that food for our nourishment.
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Widows Can Effectively Serve Yahweh In Prayers APeltitions

1 Timothy 5:1-15 reads,
>Don't rebuke an older man, but exhort him as adgtthe younger men as brothers;
>Zthe elder women as mothers; the younger as sistead] purity. >**Honor widows who
are widows indeed:’But if any widow has children or grandchildren, taem learn first
to show piety towards their own family, and to rneplaeir parents, for this is acceptable
in the sight of the Mighty On&’Now she who is a widow indeed, and desolate, has he
hope set on the Mighty One, and continues in petis and prayers night and day
>®But she who gives herself to pleasure is dead vehite lives”’Also command these
things, that they may be without reproacfiBut if anyone doesn't provide for his own,
and specially his own household, he has denied féith, and is worse than an
unbeliever>°Let none be enrolled as a widow under sixty yelttstmving been the wife
of one man>*°well reported of for good works; if she has broughtchildren, if she has
used hospitality to strangers, if she has washedtbly ones' feet, if she has relieved the
afflicted, if she has diligently followed every gomork.>*'But refuse younger widows,
for when they have grown wanton against Messiaby tilesire to marry;**having
condemnation, because they have rejected thetrffiesige.>**Besides, they also learn
to be idle, going about from house to house. Ndy adle, but also gossips and
busybodies, saying things which they ought ri6t. desire therefore that the younger
widows marry, bear children, rule the householdd give no occasion to the adversary
for reviling. >*°For already some have turned aside after Hasatan.

5:5 shows that widows can effectively serve Yahwrelpetitions and prayers night and day.

Widows and others ought to so pray and petitionw&ih

Learn From Yah'shuah

Hebrews 5:7 reads,
>"Who in the days of his flesh, having offered ufy@raand petitions with strong crying
and tears to him who was able to save him fromideatd having been heard for his
righteous fear,

Yah'shuah offered up to Yahweh prayers and pestiaiith strong crying and tears. We should

learn from Yah'shuah and likewise pray intensely abweh.

Pray And Sing Praises To Yahweh

Yaakov (James) 5:13-18 reads,
>13s any among you suffering? Let him pray. Is argecful? Let him sing praise3™ls
any among you sick? Let him call for the Zakenirthefassembly, and let them pray over
him, anointing him with oil in the name of Yahw&hand the prayer of faith will heal
him who is sick, and the Master will raise him Ufphe has committed sins, it will be
forgiven him>*°Confess your offenses one to another, and prajaranother, that you
may be healed. The effective, earnest prayer ofl#gaous man is powerfully effective.
*Eliyah was a man with a nature like ours, and hayed earnestly that it might not
rain, and it didn't rain on the earth for three ysaand six months:*®*He prayed again,
and the sky gave rain, and the earth brought faslruit.

Those who are undergoing suffering should praylengrayed for that their suffering may end.
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We should also learn from the lives of faithfuhsets of Yahweh, whose prayers have
been very effective in their results.

Do Righteousness, That Yahweh May Hear Your Prayers

1 Kefa (Peter) 3:1-12 reads,
*1In like manner, wives, be in subjection to your dwisbands; so that, even if any don't
obey the Word, they may be gained by the behavidhar wives without a word,;
¥2seeing your pure behavior in fedrLet your beauty be not just the outward adorning
of braiding the hair, and of wearing jewels of gotit of putting on fine clothing*“but
in the hidden person of the heart, in the incoriolet adornment of a humble and quiet
spirit, which is in the sight of the Mighty Onegp&at value **°For this is how the holy
women before, who hoped in the Mighty One, alsorradb themselves, being in
subjection to their own husband$®as Sarah obeyed Avraham, calling him master,
whose children you now are, if you do well, and moe put in fear by any terrof:’You
husbands, in like manner, live with your wives aeding to knowledge, giving honor to
the woman, as to the weaker vessel, as being agd heirs of the grace of life; not
cutting_off_your_prayers *“Finally, be all like-minded, compassionate, loviag
brothers, tenderhearted, courteodsnot rendering evil for evil, or reviling for reviig;
Eluot instead blessing; for to this were you calléitht you should inherit a blessing.
““For,
"He who would love life,
And see good days,
Let him keep his tongue from evil,
And his lips from speaking deceit.
¥ et him turn away from evil, and do good.
Let him seek shalom, and pursue it.
¥12For the eyes of Yahweh are on the righteous,
And his ears open to their prayer;
But the face of Yahweh is against those who do .&vil
3:7 shows that husbands should live with their wiwe a manner that is compliant with
Yahweh's word, that Yahweh may hear their prayess.when we disregard Yahweh's word our
prayers are hindered, whether we are men or woménof us should therefore abide by
Yahweh's word that he may indeed hear our prayers.
3:12 reiterates that Yahweh hears the prayerfeftighteous, but sets his face against
those who do evil.

Be Sober In Prayer

1 Kefa (Peter) 4:7 reads,
“"But the end of all things is near. Therefore bemfnd mind, self-controlled, and sober
in prayer.

We should be sober in our prayers, especially gabat the end of the age is near.
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Pray In The Holy Spirit

Yahudah (Jude) 1:20 reads,
120But you, beloved, keep building up yourselves am ywst holy faith, praying in the
Holy Spirit.

We should be praying in the Holy Spirit.
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SHOULD WOMEN PRAY WITH THEIR HEADS COVERED?

1 Corinthians 11:1-16 reads,
11Be imitators of me, even as | also am of MessiaiNow | praise you, brothers, that
you remember me in all things, and hold firm treaitions, even as | delivered them to
you.*But | would have you know, that the head of eveay is Messiah, and the head
of the woman is the man, and the head of MessidheisMighty One!**“Every man
praying or _prophesying, having his_head coveredshtinors his head!*“But every
woman praying or prophesying with her head unveildéghonors her head. For it is
one and the same thing as if she were shavedror if a woman is not covered, let her
also be shorn. But if it is shameful for a womatéoshorn or shaved, let her be covered.
"For a man indeed ought not to have his head covdsedause he is the image and
glory of the Mighty One, but the woman is the glofthe man**®For man is not from
woman, but woman from matt:¥or neither was man created for the woman, but woma
for the man**°For this cause the woman ought to have authorithenhead, because
of the angels™**'Nevertheless, neither is the woman independentefrtan, nor the
man independent of the woman, in the MastéfFor as the woman is from the man, so
is the man also by the woman; but all things a@nfrthe Mighty One!**3Judge for
yourselves. Is it _appropriate that a woman pray tbe Mighty One unveiled
Doesn't even nature itself teach you that if a rhas long hair, it is a dishonor to
him?'%**But if a woman has long hair, it is a glory to hést her hair is given to her for
a covering.'**But if any man seems to be contentious, we hawicto custom, neither
do the Mighty One's assemblies.

Imitate Shaul ONLY As He Imitates The Messiah

In 11:1, Shaul urges his audience to imitate hinheasmitates the Messiah. In other words, he
was not urging them to imitate him in a manner \wbgrhe did not imitate the Messiah.
Therefore, if Shaul was engaging in a practice dhnot imitate the Messiah, he was not urging
his audience to imitate him in such a practice.

Become Aware Of The Messiah's Conduct

It was therefore incumbent upon his audience terdehe whether his conduct was like that of
the Messiah. And to do this his audience had taviere of the Messiah's conduct. Therefore, if
his audience was already aware of the Messiah'ducbnand was already aware that they
needed to imitate the Messiah, they did not neediStetween them and the Messiah. For they
would just do as the Messiah did, being alreadyrawéthe Messiah's conduct.

Simply Imitate The Messiah With No Human Intermedia

It should therefore be noted that the importannhpbere is that believers should imitate the
Messiah's conduct. They need no man or other ebhétyween them and the Messiah. They
should simply become aware of the Messiah's condnct imitate him. If they decide to imitate
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someone else, they should be careful not to imitaeother person in a manner contrary to the
Messiah's conduct. In other words, the Messiahsluct determines for them the boundaries of
acceptable conduct.

What Traditions Did Shaul Deliver To The CorinthiaBrethren?

11:2 shows that Shaul praised the Corinthian beettfor holding firm the traditions that he had
delivered to them. What traditions were these? Wimese traditions within the bounds
determined by the Messiah's conduct? Or were sdniem outside those bounds?

Shaul's Words On Authority Apparently In Harmony Wi The Messiah's

Shaul's message in 11:3 appears to be in harmadhythvei Messiah's words. Yahweh the Mighty
One is in authority over the Messiah, who is inhauty over all men, who are individually in
authority over their wives and unmarried daughters.

How Does A Man Dishonour His Head By Praying WithisiHead Covered?

In 11:4 Shaul states that every man praying or lpeping having his head covered dishonours
his head. How does such a man dishonour his healdighWiead does he dishonour - the
Messiah? And is this concept one that Shaul redeineem the Messiah? For if he did, all men
should abide by it. Also, is it a concept withirethounds determined by the Messiah's conduct?
For only those concepts within the bounds of thesdih's conduct should be abided by. What
did the Messiah say concerning this matter?

How Does A Woman Dishonour Her Head By Praying Witer Head
Uncovered?

In 11:5 Shaul states that every woman praying oplpesying with her head unveiled dishonours
her head, equating an unveiled head in prayeraph@sying to a shaven head. How does such a
woman dishonour her head? Which head does shemdighe her husband, or father, or the
Messiah? And is this tradition that Shaul is espwubere one derived from the Messiah? If so,
where did the Messiah espouse such a concept?

Shaul's Words On This Matter Inconsistent!

It should also be noted that consistency appeabe tacking in this matter, with respect to the
conduct of men and of women. For Shaul says thatnfan prays or prophesies with his head
covered he dishonours his head. But if a woman tileeesame she does not dishonour her head.
Why should it be the case that a man dishonouriéasl by praying or prophesying with his
head covered, and it not be the case for a womalo tikewise? Is it the case that the law for a
man is here different from that of a woman? Ansioif why?

It should also be noted that in 11:3 Shaul laid/lohe authority structure with respect to
Yahweh the Mighty One, Yah'shuah the Messiah, nrehveomen. In laying out the authority
structure as pertaining to these entities, Shaowsll a consistency. Yahweh head over

162



Prayer

Yah'shuah. Yah'shuah head over men. Men head aw®mew But in the matter of praying with
covered heads Shaul does not retain the same margisFor what is applicable to man is not to
woman, and vice versa!

Why this inconsistency?

And what is Shaul's view with respect to the Malsspraying or prophesying with his
head covered? Does he, having been a man, dishdimbead - Yahweh - by praying with his
head covered? Do we have scriptural citations smgwim praying or prophesying after his
resurrection, and also showing whether or not e&lhvas covered?

What Attribute Of Women's Hair Is Inconsistent Witlts Exposure During

Prayer Or Prophesying?

In 11:6 Shaul states that if a woman is not covieshd should be shorn of her hair, and thereby
pray or prophesy with a shaven head. This sugglststhere is some attribute attached to
women's hair on their head, an attribute inconsisteith praying or prophesying. It also
suggests that this inconsistent attribute is owdwea or covered by the veiling of a woman's hair.
If so, what is this inconsistent attribute?

What Is The Spiritual Purpose And Significance Oféait?

And why is it the case that men's hair do not hdseesame attribute? In fact, it appears that
men's hair have the opposite attribute, for if thegy or prophesy veiling or covering their hair,
they are deemed by Shaul to dishonour their hebdtéffore | ask again, why the inconsistency?
And what is the purpose and spiritual meaning af fath for men and for women?

In 11:6 Shaul accepts that it might be deemed shdnby some, if women are shorn of
their hair. To avoid putting them in shame, theatis should be covered, the veiling of their hair
having the same effect as the removal or sheaffitigedr hair. But if it is not deemed shameful
for a woman to have her hair shorn, Shaul's wottasshe should be shorn!

Again | ask, what is this key attribute about haspecially the distinction between a
man's hair and a woman's hair?

Shaul's Words Imply That Hair Is A Mark Or Symbol fQAuthority

In 11:7 Shaul states that the reason a man oudgho mave his head covered is because he is the
image and glory of the Mighty One. But a woman, Ibeing the image and glory of the Mighty
One, but that of man, must have her head covered.

In other words, to reflect man's greater statusr awoman, he is not to have his head
covered. To reflect woman's lesser status in geladh man, she is to have her head covered.

This implies that hair is a mark of authority.

It also implies that a woman who has an unshornrmovered head is effectively not
submitting herself to man's authority.

But if it is the case that a woman with an unshormuncovered head is effectively not
submitting herself to man's authority, why is itttbe case that a man with an unshorn or
uncovered head is likewise effectively not submgthimself to the Messiah's authority? Why
should it be the reverse for men? What is the egpian for this inconsistency?
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Why Is The Relationship Between Man And Woman Showm Be
DIFFERENT From That Between The Messiah And Man?

In 11:10 Shaul says that because woman came fram anad was created for man, she ought to
have authority on her head. This authority on leardhsymbolised by her having her head shorn
or covered - without visible hair! Why doesn't g&me apply to the man, seeing the similarity of
his relationship to the Mighty One that the womas to man?

Shaul Does Not Explain The Significance Of Angels This Matter Of Praying
With One's Head Covered

In 11:10 Shaul says that the second reason forraawdhaving her head covered or shorn is
because of angels. But he does not show how angeie into this picture of man's authority
relationship with woman, and the Mighty One's audtliorelationship with man. Or does he
mean the Mighty One's authority relationship witigels? And if so, what is the connection?
And how is it all explained?

Shaul's comments in 11:11-12 do not answer thetigueraised here above. They also
appear to discount any notion of women being reguio have shorn or covered heads with a
like relationship between Yahweh and the angelsl #@mat between man and woman. For
Yahweh does not come from angels and is indepermfembgels. Yet angels were created by
Yahweh and are dependent on Yahweh. Shaul's cormamhen¢ about angels therefore do not
appear to shed light on his comments about womerg lrequired to have shorn or covered
heads.

How Should Shaul's Audience Judge In This Matter?

In 11:13 Shaul asks his audience to judge for tledras, whether it is appropriate for women to
pray to the Mighty One unveiled.

How should his audience judge for themselves? Q& Wwasis?

If they are to judge using the traditions Shauivéeed to them, a tradition that Shaul has
not clearly explained here, then they will simply ¢poing by Shaul's authority. But they should
go by Shaul's authority only to the extent thaisitwithin the Messiah's. If Shaul's authority
exceeds the bounds set by the Messiah then thayldskdisregard it, and stick only to the
Messiah's authority.

One should judge this matter using the Messialilsoaity.

Therefore, what did the Messiah say concerning ititter? This is what should rule in
this matter.

Why Is Shaul Now Drawing Upon "Nature" As His Justication?

In 11:14 Shaul says that nature teaches that iba has long hair it is a dishonour to him. It
should be noted that Shaul here is drawing upotufe&as his justification in this tradition that
he is upholding, that men should have short had,@ay with uncovered heads.
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Why Isn't Shaul Drawing Upon The Messiah As His Jiifscation?

Earlier on, in 11:1, he urged his audience to Wllwum as he followed the Messiah. In 11:1 he
was drawing upon the Messiah's authority, and ctyresshowing that this forms the basis of
traditions within the assemblies of Yahweh. Yetehier11:14 he is drawing upon "nature" as his
authority! Why does not he draw upon the Messialgsds in this matter to determine it once
and for all? Is it the case that the Messiah gaveammand that men have short hair, and should
avoid having long hair?

Yahweh's Position On This Matter

It should also be noted that Yahweh gave commantnpataining to Nazirs. These are found
in Bamidbar (Numbers) 6.
®lyahweh spoke to Moshe, sayifi§:Speak to the children of Yisra'el, and tell them,
When either man or woman shall make a special vdlae vow of a Nazir, to separate
himself to_Yahweh ®*he shall separate himself from wine and strong Idrime shall
drink no vinegar of wine, or vinegar of strong dgmeither shall he drink any juice of
grapes, nor eat fresh grapes or drietfAll the days of his separation shall he eat
nothing that is made of the grape-vine, from theadéds even to the husk’All the days
of his vow of separation there shall no razor come his head: until the days are
fulfilled, in which he separates himself to Yahwehge shall be holy; he shall let the
locks of the hair_of his head grow lond™°All the days that he separates himself to
Yahweh he shall not come near to a dead bdtye shall not make himself unclean for
his father, or for his mother, for his brother, far his sister, when they die; because his
separation to the Mighty One is on his heJtAll the days of his separation he is holy to
Yahweh.®®If any man dies very suddenly beside him, and lidesldhe head of his
separation; then he shall shave his head in the afdyis cleansing, on the seventh day
shall he shave it®*°0n the eighth day he shall bring two turtle-doves,two young
pigeons, to the Kohen, to the door of the tentexdting:®*'and the Kohen shall offer one
for a sin-offering, and the other for a burnt offey, and make atonement for him, for
that he sinned by reason of the dead, and shalerigkhead holy that same ddy’He
shall separate to Yahweh the days of his separatiod shall bring a he-lamb a year old
for a trespass-offering; but the former days sh@l void, because his separation was
defiled.*°This is the law of the Nazir, when the days ofskjsaration are fulfilled: he
shall be brought to the door of the tent of meetfiidand he shall offer his offering to
Yahweh, one he-lamb a year old without blemistafburnt offering, and one ewe-lamb
a year old without blemish for a sin-offering, aode ram without blemish for peace-
offerings,**and a basket of matzah, cakes of fine flour mingi¢d oil, and unleavened
wafers anointed with oil, and their meal-offerimgd their drink-offerings>*°The Kohen
shall present them before Yahweh, and shall offesin-offering, and his burnt offering:
®!7and he shall offer the ram for a sacrifice of peaderings to Yahweh, with the basket
of matzah: the Kohen shall offer also the mealrifteof it, and the drink-offering of it.
®18The Nazir shall shave the head of his separatich@tloor of the tent of meeting, and
shall take the hair of the head of his separati@amg put it on the fire that is under the
sacrifice of peace-offering§1°The Kohen shall take the boiled shoulder of the, rand
one unleavened cake out of the basket, and onawarled wafer, and shall put them on

the hands of the Nazir, after he has shaved thd béhis separation®*’and the Kohen
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shall wave them for a wave-offering before Yahwhis; is holy for the Kohen, together
with the wave-breast and heave-thigh: and aftet tha Nazir may drink winé?*This is
the law of the Nazir who vows, and of his offetimgrahweh for his separation, besides
that which he is able to get: according to his wetaich he vows, so he must do after the
law of his separation.”

Yahweh Makes No Distinction Between Men And Women

Bamidbar (Numbers) 6:2 shows that the vow of a Nagplies to both men and women, where
one vows to separate oneself to Yahweh. The vow &fazir does not make a distinction
between men and women. It is therefore clear tl@twéh's word makes no distinction in this
matter between men and women, quite in contragtealistinction made by Shaul's words in 1
Corinthians 11!

Bamidbar (Numbers) 6:5 shows that during the adiybe separation of a Nazir, no razor
is to come upon his or her head. The Nazir isttthke hair of his or her head grow long!

Bamidbar (Numbers) 6:13-18 shows that when the ddigeparation to Yahweh for the
Nazir have been fulfilled, he or she is to shawehbad, and burn the hair on the fire under the
sacrifice of peace offerings.

Yahweh's Command For Nazirs Ignored "Nature's" View

It should therefore be noted that Yahweh's law i$ipatty provided a situation whereby men
had to grow their hair long. Yahweh's law of thezMahad to be abided by Nazir men
irrespective of whether "nature" considered it disburable for a man to have long hair! And
Scripture mentions the following servants of Yahwetn were Nazirs - Shimshon the judge,
Shemuel the seer and Yahchanan the Baptizer.

Shaul's Words Appear To Be Contradictory!

In 1 Corinthians 11:15 Shaul says that it is aygtora woman for her to have long hair, for her
hair is given to her for a covering!

This statement appears to contradict the traditian Shaul is trying to uphold over here.
For he says that a woman's hair is her covering.héealso says that she should not pray or
prophesy with an uncovered head. This might suggestshe should pray or prophesy with her
head covered with hair.

Yet earlier on he clearly said that her head gheither be veiled or shorn when she is
praying or prophesying. Implying that she prayspmphesies either without hair or her head
covered with a vell, a veil covering her hair.

It therefore appears that Shaul's statements arefully consistent, and are in fact
contradictory!

Also, why should a woman be given her long hairdocovering and a glory, and then
required to shave it or cover it with a veil whemaying or prophesying to Yahweh? Is it the case
that one dishonours her head by praying to Yahwiehawn uncovered head with long hair when
Yahweh gave her long hair for a glory? This doesappear to make sense. For if Yahweh has
given her long hair for a glory and a covering, veimpuld it be dishonourable when she prays to
Yahweh with her long hair still on her head?
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Nazir Women Are To Ignore Shaul's Words In 1 Cormains 11

Also, noting from Bamidbar (Numbers) 6, some womene also Nazirs, and therefore required
to have long unshorn hair over the duration ofrtiNazir vow. As this was a special vow to

separate oneself to Yahweh, it is indeed evideatt ttiese Nazir women had to pray to Yahweh
during this period with long hair. They were notdloear their hair over the duration of their
Nazir vow. Therefore, a woman having taken a Neaw would indeed disregard Shaul's words
that she shave her head in order to pray or prgpkes she would indeed be obeying Yahweh's
Nazir law.

And, surely, Yahweh's words are superior to Shardditions!

Shaul's Custom Was NOT Universally Accepted WitMahweh's Assemblies

That Shaul in 11:16 talks about contentious mentasgious in the context of this custom of
women being required to pray or prophesy with eifie®rn or covered heads, suggests that this
was a custom that was NOT universally acceptedimitie assemblies of Yahweh!

Also, the strength of Shaul's phraseology in 11ulltereby he says that neither they nor
the Mighty One's assemblies had such a custom,estgyghat if one did not accept Shaul's
espoused tradition, one's view would have beeregiésded, and Shaul's espoused tradition
would have prevailed!

My View Is DIFFERENT From Shaul's!

Well, | surely have a view that is DIFFERENT frorhasil's! And, surely, if | was living around
the time that Shaul was espousing this view, myreoy view would have been disregarded!
Nevertheless, | maintain a contrary view!

Why | Hold A View Different From Shaul's Of 1 Corithians 11

First of all, Shaul's justification for this traiih that he espouses is NOT consistent!

Secondly, he does not explain the inconsistencibg justification!

Thirdly, going by his own preface to his commerts, should be followed only as he
follows the Messiah. Seeing that the Messiah hagkespdifferently in this matter of length of
hair and praying to Yahweh, speaking this in BarardiNumbers) 6, Shaul's tradition should be
disregarded! It is not consistent with the Messiavords! It should therefore be disregarded!

And seeing that the Messiah is superior to Shasleven Shaul acknowledges by
implication in 11:1, Shaul's tradition not foundaathe Messiah's word should be disregarded!

Yahweh Commanded A Man To Cover His Head And Pray!

It should also be noted that Shemot (Exodus) 2&lgleshows the Kohen Gadol, Aharon at that
time, being required to wear a turban on his h#@teby covering his head.
29 This is the thing that you shall do to them to eethem holy, to minister to me in the
Kohen's office: take one young bull and two ramshait blemish,?*“matzah,
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unleavened cakes mixed with oil, and unleavene@ra/anointed with oil: you shall
make them of fine wheat flodP>You shall put them into one basket, and bring them
the basket, with the bull and the two rafi$You shall bring Aharon and his sons to the
door of the tent of meeting, and shall wash theth wiater. >**You shall take the
garments, and put on Aharon the coat, the rob&éefefod, the efod, and the breastplate,
and dress him with the skillfully woven band of éfied;**°and you shall set the turban
on his head, and put the holy crown on the turbai"Then you shall take the anointing
oil, and pour it on his head, and anoint himi®You shall bring his sons, and put coats on
them.**You shall dress them with belts, Aharon and hissand bind headbands on
them: and they shall have the priesthood by a pgegletatute: and you shall consecrate
Aharon and his sons."
And did not Yahweh require the Kohanim to praytfoe people? Did not the Kohen Gadol pray
for the people with a covered head? Did the Kohaddbdishonour his head by so praying, yet
he was doing so at the command of his head?
Vayikra (Leviticus) 16 contains Yahweh's commamdhe Kohen Gadol in this context.
1%lyahweh spoke to Moshe, after the death of the iws ef Aharon, when they drew
near before Yahweh, and dielf:’and Yahweh said to Moshe, "Speak to Aharon your
brother, that he doesn't come at all times into lloéy place within the veil, before the
mercy seat which is on the ark; that he not die: Ifavill appear in the cloud on the
mercy seat:°“Herewith shall Aharon come into the holy placeith a young bull for a
sin-offering, and a ram for a burnt offerinty:*He shall put on the holy linen coat, and he
shall have the linen breeches on his flesh, andl sleagirded with the linen saslnd
with the linen mitre shall he be attiredhey are the holy garments; and he shall bathe
his flesh in waterand put them on
165>He shall take of the congregation of the childddriisra'el two male goats for a sin-
offering, and one ram for a burnt offering °Aharon shall present the bull of the sin-
offering, which is for himself, and make atonenfentimself, and for his hous& 'He
shall take the two goats, and set them before Yalatv¢he door of the tent of meeting.
1®8aharon shall cast lots on the two goats; one lat Yahweh, and the other lot for
“Azazel*°Aharon shall present the goat on which the lot fieil Yahweh, and offer him
for a sin-offering."**“But the goat, on which the lot fell for “Azazelalstbe set alive
before Yahweh, to make atonement for him, to sémdaway for "Azazel into the
wilderness!®*'Aharon shall present the bull of the sin-offerimdpich is for himself, and
shall make atonement for himself, and for his hpasel shall kill the bull of the sin-
offering which is for himself:®*?and he shall take a censer full of coals of firenfiroff
the altar before Yahweh, and his hands full of $wesense beaten small, and bring it
within the veil:****and he shall put the incense on the fire beforewgsh that the cloud
of the incense may cover the mercy seat that th@mestimony, that he not dig*“and
he shall take of the blood of the bull, and spenikiwith his finger on the mercy seat on
the east; and before the mercy seat shall he sleriokthe blood with his finger seven
times.'®**Then shall he kill the goat of the sin-offeringattis for the people, and bring
his blood within the veil, and do with his bloodtss did with the blood of the bull, and
sprinkle it on the mercy seat, and before the meeay:*°*®and he shall make atonement
for the holy place, because of the uncleannesBeothildren of Yisra'el, and because of
their transgressions, even all their sins: and ballshe do for the tent of meeting, that
dwells with them in the midst of their uncleanness.
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191" There shall be no man in the tent of meeting wiegoes in to make atonement in
the holy place, until he comes out, and has madeeanent for himself, and for his
household, and for all the assembly of Yisrd®f’He shall go out to the altar that is
before Yahweh, and make atonement for it, and shledl of the blood of the bull, and of
the blood of the goat, and put it on the hornstef &ltar round about'®***He shall
sprinkle of the blood on it with his finger sevénds, and cleanse it, and make it holy
from the uncleanness of the children of Yisra'el.

1620vWhen he has made an end of atoning for the halgepland the tent of meeting, and
the altar, he shall present the live go&t**and Aharon shall lay both his hands on the
head of the live goand confess over him all the iniquities of the ctiien of Yisra'el,
and all their transgressions, even all their sinend he shall put them on the head of the
goat, and shall send him away by the hand of a mvhn is in readiness into the
wilderness:*®#%and the goat shall bear on him all their iniquitisa solitary land: and
he shall let go the goat in the wilderness.

16:2% Aharon shall come into the tent of meeting, and $haut off the linen garments,
which he put on when he went into the holy placedashall leave them there®“and

he shall bathe his flesh in water in a holy plaaed put on his garments, and come forth,
and offer his burnt offering and the burnt offerioigthe people, and make atonement for
himself and for the peoplé®?"The fat of the sin-offering shall he burn on theaal
192%He who lets go the goat for "Azazel shall washdushes, and bathe his flesh in
water, and afterward he shall come into the caMipThe bull of the sin-offering, and
the goat of the sin-offering, whose blood was bhbug to make atonement in the holy
place, shall be carried forth outside of the camapd they shall burn in the fire their
skins, and their flesh, and their durt§“®*He who burns them shall wash his clothes, and
bathe his flesh in water, and afterward he shaftheanto the camp.

1623t shall be a statute forever to you: in the seviemhonth, on the tenth day of the
month, you shall afflict your souls, and shall doormanner of work, the home-born, or
the stranger who sojourns among yot’~%or on this day shall atonement be made for
you, to cleanse you; from all your sins shall ya dlean before Yahwef®>'t is a
Shabbat of solemn rest to you, and you shall afflaur souls;it is a statute forever
16327 he Kohen, who shall be anointed and who shall lmnsecrated to be Kohen in his
father's place, shall make the atonement, and shalit on the linen garments, even the
holy garments:****and he shall make atonement for the holy sanctuaand he shall
make atonement for the tent of meeting and for thigar; and he shall make atonement
for the Kohanim and for all the people of the assbin ****This shall be an everlasting
statute to you, to make atonement for the childrehYisra'el because of all their sins
once in the yeaft He did as Yahweh commanded Moshe.

Vayikra 16:4 clearly shows that Aharon was requieedear the holy garments in going into the
holy place, holy garments that included the lineitremor turban, that covered the hair of his

Vayikra 16:21 clearly shows that Aharon was reeglito pray or make confession while

still wearing the holy garments, including the hnmitre.

Vayikra 16:23 shows that it was after Aharon'sfession or prayer, and the sending

away into the wilderness of the goat for Azazedt thharon returned into the tent of meeting and
removed the holy garments. Aharon therefore prayétl his head covered, doing this at
Yahweh's command, as confirmed in 16:34.
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Vayikra 16:29-34 also show that this command was\rlasting statute binding the Kohen
Gadol's family and the people of Yisrael, and wasdfore applicable even during the time of
Shaul's comments in 1 Corinthians 11!

Yahweh's Words Negate Shaul's Words In 1 Corinthgathl:1-16!

It is therefore evident that Scripture clearly rtegathe tradition that Shaul was espousing in
11:1-16. | therefore do not subscribe to this FANL&Fadition! Neither do | recommend that
anyone else should!

Is 1 Corinthians 11:1-16 Part Of Scripture?

Someone might then ask - is 1 Corinthians 11:1&r6qf Scripture?
My answer is that it is NOT part of Scripture! Ftwes not Yahchanan (John) 10:35 indeed state
that Scripture CANNOT be broken?

1039 he called them the Mighty Ones, to whom the vadrthe Mighty One cameud

the scripture can't be broken
Yet we have here clearly seen Shaul's words in-1&:bhaving been broken by Scripture, for
Yahweh's clear words have negated this traditipoesed by Shaul!

Not All Of Shaul's Words Are Part Of Scripture!

This also shows that NOT ALL of Shaul's words aaet pf Scripture. The words that he spoke
under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit and haweb recorded are clearly part of Scripture. But
elsewhere, when he was giving his own opinion,opision was simply that of a human being,

but not necessarily part of Scripture.

Human Servants Of Yahweh Are Not Yet Perfect

It should also be noted that just as other servain¥&ahweh before Shaul had made their own
mistakes or errors in their time, so also did Shmake his in his own time. Human servants of
Yahweh are not yet perfect, and inevitably maké th@n mistakes or errors.

Test Each Word Promulgated As Yahweh's Word

Servants and disciples of Yahweh and Yah'shuahlghberefore realise that not all of Shaul's
written words are part of Scripture. They must &éasth word of Shaul, as they must also of other
servants of Yahweh, and other professed servan¥abfveh who are not really servants of
Yahweh. They must test each word to ascertain venathis in harmony with Yahweh's and
Yah'shuah's words.
Yeshayahu (Isaiah) 8:20 admonishes us to go tddaheh and the Testimony - Scripture.
820Tq the Torah and to the testimony! If they dondaépaccording to this word, surely
there is no morning for them.
If one does not speak according to the Torah amd &@stimony - Scripture, it is because there is
no light - Holy Spirit - in those words that one=gfs. Scripture determines for us words that are
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inspired by the Holy Spirit, words that have lightthem. Therefore if one does not speak
according to Scripture, even if that one is theversally revered Shaul, those words so spoken
have NO AUTHORITY over our lives and should notaaeepted!
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