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i m a g i n a t i o n in p u r p o s e f u l a n d a p p r o p r i a t e w a y s in p r e a c h i n g . 

B u t there is n o s ingle b e s t w a y to p r e a c h . A n d that is w h a t 
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D e m o n . C o n s i d e r t h e voice of a " c o n s c i e n c e " c o m i n g t h r o u g h 
t h e P . A . s y s t e m . H o w a b o u t a q u e s t i o n in this w e e k ' s bul let in 
tha t p r i m e s p e o p l e for n e x t w e e k ' s s e r m o n ? T h e s e are jus t a f e w 
e x a m p l e s of the var ious m e a n s p r e a c h e r s can u s e to i l luminate a 
s e r m o n text a n d a p p l y G o d ' s W o r d to the c o n g r e g a t i o n ' s l ife-
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Preface 

I love to preach , a n d I love to exper iment . Put these two 
th ings t o g e t h e r a n d y o u h a v e a creat ive preacher . T h e 
fol lowing p a g e s are d e s i g n e d to increase y o u r love for 
p r e a c h i n g a n d to s t imulate y o u r wi l l ingness to exper iment . 

M y t h a n k s to Char lot te L a w r e n c e for her expert w o r k 
on the c o m p u t e r , a n d to Pat ty W i s n e r , El izabeth T u c k e r , a n d 
R u t h K o r c h for their he lp wi th the graphics . 

/. Grant Howard 
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1 

The Components 
of Preaching 

There are four essential e l e m e n t s in preaching: the text, the 
c o n g r e g a t i o n ^ the _ p r e a c h e r ^ a n d the act of p r e a c h i n g . 
R e m o v e a n y o n e of t h e s e four a n d y o u n o longer h a v e the 
real th ing . T h e y const i tute the irreducible m i n i m u m require
m e n t s if p r e a c h i n g is to take p lace . W e identi fy t h e m n o w for 
t w o r e a s o n s . First, t h e y are foundat ional for a n y s tudy of 
preach ing . E v e n t h o u g h t h e y are well k n o w n , w e dare not 
take t h e m for granted . Familiarity b r e e d s c o m p l a c e n c y , so 
right at t h e outset w e reconf i rm o u r c o m m i t m e n t to the 
bas ics . 

S e c o n d , this is a b o o k o n creative p r e a c h i n g , not on 
preach ing p er se . But creat ive preach ing d o e s n o t a d d to nor 
subtract f r o m these four foundat iona l factors ; ins tead it seeks 
to util ize e a c h o n e in legi t imate , b u t n e w a n d dif ferent w a y s . 
S o again at t h e very b e g i n n i n g w e p ledge to h a n d l e the 
basics wi th care . . . a n d . . . wi th creativity. 

W e can visualize the bas ics in the w a y s h o w n in f igure 
1 .1 . 

T h e task is to l ink t h e text a n d the congregat ion 
together . T h a t h a p p e n s w h e n the p r e a c h e r e n g a g e s in the 
signif icant , fascinat ing w o r k of preach ing . It is his privi lege 
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CREATIVITY IN PREACHING 

to m e r g e the truth of the text with t h e l ives of h is people . 
W h y do w e inc lude b o t h the p r e a c h e r a n d h is p r e a c h i n g in 
this center s e g m e n t br idging the g a p b e t w e e n text a n d 
congregat ion? B e c a u s e c o m m u n i c a t i o n of the W o r d of G o d 
involves a person—the preacher—and a process—preaching. 

PREACHER 
TEXT CONGREGATION 

PREACHING 

Figure 1.1 

Let ' s face it, there are preachers w h o d o poor ly o n the 
p r o c e s s , i . e . , p r e a c h e r s w h o can ' t p r e a c h . By the s a m e token , 
there i s p r e a c h i n g t h a t d o e s j g o o j r l y o n the_ p e r s o n a l , i . e , 
preach ingJh^ t_doesn^t re late . Effect ive p r e a c h i n g — l i s t e n u p 
all you public p u r v e y o r s of p r o f o u n d p r i n c i p l e s — t a k e s place 
w h e n the truth of the text w o r k s its w a y into the preacher , 
r o a m i n g t h r o u g h the corridors of his m i n d a n d heart , a n d 
t h e n like a spr ing run-of f after a w i n t e r of d e e p s n o w , it 
burs ts over the spi l lway of his o w n life a n d p l u n g e s d o w n 
into the m i n d s a n d hearts of the c o n g r e g a t i o n . T h e thirsty 
dr ink. T h e tired are re f reshed . T h e dirty b a t h e . T h e n , as the 
r u s h i i i g - w a t e r s s l a w d o w n they beg in to, f o r m placid pools 
a long the b a n k s of o n e ' s life; mirrorl ike surfaces Tfia'f p e o p l e 
can c o n t i n u e to g a z e into , ref lect ing their n e e d s , p r o p o s i n g 
G o d ' s so lut ions . - r 

T H E E X A M P L E O F P A U L 

T h e Bible clearly a n d consis tent ly recognizes all four of 
these ingredients in preach ing . Paul , for e x a m p l e , identif ies 
t h e m for his y o u n g preach ing protege , T i m o t h y , as w e see in 
f igure 1.2. 

First , a w o r d for the preacher. P lagued with the p r e s e n c e 
of false teachers (2 T i m . 3 :13 ; 4 : 3 - 4 ) t h e p r e a c h e r is exhor ted 
to h a n g o n to the t ruths h e h a s learned a n d is c o n v i n c e d of. 
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The Components of Preaching 

TEXT 

2 Timothy 3:16 

"All Scripture is God-
breathed and is useful 
for teaching, rebuk
ing, correcting and 
training in righteous
ness . " 

2 Timothy 3:14 
"But as for you, 
continue in what 
you have learned 
and have become 
convinced of ." 

PREACHER 

PREACHING 

2 Timothy 4:2 

"Preach the Word; 
. . . correct, rebuke 
and encourage— 
with great patience 
and careful instruc
tion." 

Figure 1.2 

CONGREGATION 

2 Timothy 3:17 

" . . . so that the 
man of God may be 
thoroughly 
equipped for every 
good work." 

N e x t , a w o r d a b o u t the text. It is c o n v e y e d t h r o u g h 
h u m a n c h a n n e l s , b u t it h a s a' divine source . Every w o r d of 
Scr ipture is s p o n s o r e d by G o d a n d thus p o s s e s s e s unr ivaled 
credent ia ls for teaching, r e b u k i n g , correct ing a n d training in 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s . 

T h e s e last four factors are n o t only n o u n s descr ib ing the 
text of inspired Scr ipture , b u t are a lso potent ia l verbs ready 
to b e e m p l o y e d in t h e act of p r e a c h i n g (cf. 2 T i m . 4 :2 ) . 
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T w o r e a s o n s for s u c h tenaci ty are of fered. Y o u k n o w w h o 
s h a r e d t h e m wi th y o u — y o u r m o t h e r a n d y o u r g r a n d m o t h e r 
(1:5) ; a n d y o u k n o w w h a t t h e y h a v e d o n e for y o u — g i v e n 
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c h a n n e l e d this l ife-giving truth to y o u , reaff irm y o u r commit 
m e n t to the s a m e task. B e a p r e a c h e r w h o mainta ins a firm 
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CREATIVITY IN PREACHING 

In 2 T i m o t h y 3 :17 w e skip over t h e br idge of preach ing 
a n d go directly to the congregation. W h e r e there is a p r e a c h e r 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g the text , there will be p e o p l e c o n f o r m i n g to 
the t e x t — a congregat ion popula ted wi th m e n a n d w o m e n of 
G o d " t h o r o u g h l y e q u i p p e d for e v e r y g o o d w o r k . " T h e 
w o r d s of the text are des igned to t ransform the l ives of the 
people . 

Finally, the act of preaching. A s o l e m n charge in verse 2 
tells T i m o t h y w h a t h e is to do : Preach t h e W o r d . F o u r brisk 
imperat ives fol low in verse 2 explaining h o w to go about it. 
Be on s tandby , ready to proclaim a n y t i m e , a n y w h e r e . Be 
will ing to correct , r ebuke and e n c o u r a g e . Preach ing is not 
c o m p o s e d of hes i tant , h a c k n e y e d sugges t ions ; it is bo ld , 
capt ivat ing c o m m u n i c a t i o n that forceful ly in jects truth into 
life. Modi fy ing these imperat ives is the qual i fying phrase 
" w i t h great pat ience a n d careful i n s t r u c t i o n . " T h a t is b e c a u s e 
the preacher can lose pat ience with the err ing brother w h o 
n e e d s reproof . H e m a y also omit the r e a s o n e d explanat ion 
from his f iery, i m p a s s i o n e d exhor ta t ion . 

T h e r e w e h a v e i t — t e x t , congregat ion , preacher , a n d 
p r e a c h i n g — s u c c i n c t l y p r e s e n t e d a n d skillfully integrated in 
Paul ' s w o r d s to T i m o t h y . 

Autobiographica l ly , Paul refers to these very s a m e 
preaching c o m p o n e n t s w h e n h e r e m i n d s the T h e s s a l o n i a n s 
of the evangel ist ic minis try h e a n d h is t e a m h a d a m o n g 
t h e m . 

. . . because our gospel came to you not simply with 
words, but also with power, with the Holy Spirit and 
with deep conviction. You know how we lived among 
you for your sake (1 Thess. 1:5). 

W e can orient his w o r d s a r o u n d our m o d e l in the fashion 
s h o w n in f igure 1.3. 

T h e text is identif ied wi th o n e cr isp t e r m — g o s p e l — t h e 
g o o d n e w s . T h e gospe l came to t h e m through the act of 
preaching w h i c h involved the u s e of w o r d s , but n o t s imply 
with w o r d s . T h e s p o k e n w o r d s w e r e ut tered wi th such 
p o w e r a n d convic t ion wi th in each of the p r e a c h e r s that it 
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The Components of Preaching 

"our gospel" 

"how we lived" 

TEXT 
PREACHER 

PREACHING 
CONGREGATION 

"gospel" " c a m e " " to you" 

"not simply with "You know how we 
words, but also lived among you 
with power, with for your sake." 
the Holy Spirit and 
with deep convic
tion" 

Figure 1.3 

N o t e h o w the preachers are integrated into this process . 
It is our gospe l , relating the preachers to the text . " Y o u k n o w 
h o w w e l ived a m o n g y o u for y o u r s a k e " — c a l l i n g at tent ion 
to an in t imate re la t ionship b e t w e e n the p r e a c h e r s a n d the 
congregat ion . It is obvious each procla imer h a d a truth-
or iented re lat ionship wi th the p e o p l e . 

In 1 T h e s s a l o n i a n s 2 :8 the apost le corroborates this 
personal ized p r e a c h i n g style . 

We loved you so much that we were delighted to 
share with you not only the gospel of God but our lives 
as well, because you had become so dear to us. 

T h e " g o s p e l of G o d " is their text, h ighl ight ing b o t h its 
source a n d its c o n t e n t . In 1:5 it w a s " o u r g o s p e l , " e m p h a s i z -
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could only h a v e b e e n g e n e r a t e d b y the Holy Spirit . W o r d s 
only could b e classif ied as m o n o p h o n i e c o m m u n i c a t i o n . 
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CREATIVITY IN PREACHING 

ing the p r e a c h e r s ' persona l ass imilat ion of t h e g o o d n e w s . 
" T o s h a r e " descr ibes t h e act of p r e a c h i n g ; indicat ing a w a r m , 
personal touch. N o w , don ' t miss the fact that the rest of the 
v e r s e e laborates t h e re lat ionship b e t w e e n the i t inerate evan
gelists a n d the p e o p l e in Thessa lonica . It w a s an af fect ionate 
o n e , so m u c h so that the preachers couldn ' t b e c o n t e n t 
s imply to distr ibute biblical data. T h e y gave their o w n lives 
as wel l , m e a n i n g their total personal i t ies w e r e involved in 
t ransmit t ing t h e t ruth . Th is is holistic preach ing . P r e a c h i n g is 
n o t r u n n i n g truth t h r o u g h a p ipe to a tank; it is fi ltering truth 
t h r o u g h a p e r s o n to a p e r s o n . 

T E S T I N G T H E P R I N C I P L E 

Before w e f inish this chapter , I w a n t y o u to try us ing 
this principle o n y o u r o w n . T h e m o d e l in f igure 1.4 conta ins 
a p a s s a g e of Scr ipture . Relate each part of t h e biblical text to 
the appropr ia te part of the m o d e l . T h e fol lowing discuss ion 
conta ins s o m e q u e s t i o n s to guide y o u . 

In 5:18 what would "all this" relate to on the model? 
Where would "who reconciled us to himself through 

Christ" fit? 
Where would you put "gave us the ministry of 

reconciliation"? 
Is there any particular significance to the use of the 

word "minister"? 

In 5:19 where would you assign the first part of the 
verse, "that God was . . . against them?" 

Is " h e has committed to us the message of reconcilia
tion" exactly parallel to the idea that he "gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation" in 5:18? 

What will you do with the concept of "ambassadors" 
in 5:20? 

Where does "making his appeal through u s " go? 
What is the significance of "we implore you"? 

Finally, to which part of the model would you relate 
5:21? 
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The Components of Preaching 

Figure 1.4 

2 Corinthians 
5 :18-21 

PREACHER 
TEXT CONGREGATION 

PREACHING 
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CREATIVITY IN PREACHING 

T h e r e are a n u m b e r of w a y s y o u could a n s w e r these 
ques t ions . For s o m e sugges t ions f r o m the author , consul t the 
e n d n o t e . 1 

S U M M A R Y 

W e can s u m m a r i z e this chapter wi th three brief s tate
m e n t s . First, all four of the c o m p o n e n t s of preach ing are 
important. T h e Bible d o e s n ' t rank t h e m in any particular 
order . S e c o n d , each of these p r e a c h i n g c o m p o n e n t s is 
different. T h o s e w h o p r e a c h m u s t str ive to m a s t e r four u n i q u e 
areas . Thi rd , all preachers m u s t strive to k e e p these four 
ingredients in a hea l thy balance. S o m e tend to s tress the text 
a n d the act of p r e a c h i n g . O t h e r s e m p h a s i z e the p r e a c h e r a n d 
the congregat ion . T h e Bible p r e s e n t s all of t h e m in four-part 
h a r m o n y . 

If preaching involves the text, t h e preacher , the act of 
preaching , a n d the congregat ion , t h e n creative preaching 
m u s t , o f necess i ty , involve the very s a m e factors . W e will 
u s e the text creatively. W e will e n g a g e in creat ive acts of 
preaching. A s preachers our o w n e x p e r i e n c e a n d personal i t ies 
will b e creatively h a r n e s s e d . T h e congregation will b e e d u 
cated and mot iva ted to l isten, learn , a n d r e s p o n d creatively. 

You s e e , it i sn ' t that the p r e a c h e r s tudies the text a n d 
prepares a s e r m o n for his congregat ion a n d t h e n adds a d a s h 
o f creativity to b e spicy a n d t rendy . It i sn ' t that at all. It is 
that the w h o l e process , f rom text to congregat ion , can and 
should involve creativity. T h a t is t h e f lame this b o o k w a n t s 
to fan. But be fore w e get into the h o w of d o i n g this in detail , 
w e n e e d to u n d e r s t a n d w h a t creativity is . 
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2 
Creativity 

G O D — T H E C R E A T O R 

T o create is to br ing into ex i s tence . T o b e able to create 
everyth ing , o n e m u s t b e sovere ign , o m n i p r e s e n t , o m n i 
scient , a n d o m n i p o t e n t . O n l y G o d qualif ies for this task. H e 
a lone re igns s u p r e m e , is e v e r y w h e r e , k n o w s every th ing , a n d 
can d o a n y t h i n g . T h u s , H e is the o n e a n d only Creator . 
G e n e s i s 1 - 2 s p e a k s e loquent ly to this fact . T h e r e i n w e are 
i n f o r m e d that H e created t h e w o r l d of na ture a n d the wor ld 
of h u m a n b e i n g s . 

G O D — T H E C R E A T I V E O N E 

T o b e creative is to take the th ings that h a v e b e e n 
created a n d use t h e m in n e w a n d dif ferent w a y s . In this 
s e n s e , G o d is a lso the Creative One. F o r e x a m p l e , H e created 
water , soil , a n d t ime. T h e n H e u s e d t h e m creatively to 
fashion a G r a n d C a n y o n . H e created color , air, c louds , a n d 
the s u n . H e c o m b i n e s these creat ively for spectacular 
sunse ts . H e created a s e a s o n w e call " f a l l , " w h e r e i n H e 
ba thes the g r e e n leaves in cold air , a n d the resul ts are vivid 
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h u e s that creat ively e x p a n d t h e color spec t rum. T h e n t h e 
leaves die a n d fall to the g r o u n d to creat ively m u l c h the soil 
(or in the gut ters to creatively clog the d o w n s p o u t s ! ) . 

G o d ' s creativity will a lways b e in h a r m o n y with H i s 
character . H e c a n n o t creat ively reorganize t h e Trinity, m u c h 
less d isband it. H e c a n n o t creat ively redef ine ho l iness , so 
that u n s a v e d s inners could slip into h e a v e n . But the self-
i m p o s e d restr ict ions wi th in the G o d h e a d d o n o t s h u t d o w n 
or e v e n h a m p e r His creativity. T h e r e are an infinite n u m b e r 
of w a y s that G o d can glorify Himsel f . H e is not only t h e 
a u t h o r of creativity; H e is the e p i t o m e of creativity. His 
c o m m e n t a r y o n all that H e created w a s that it w a s " v e r y 
g o o d " (Gen . 1:31). H e could say that n o t only because of the 
quality of w h a t H e had created , b u t also b e c a u s e of the 
potential ly unl imi ted quant i ty of w a y s it provided for H i m to 
creat ively express a n d exhibit Himsel f . 

M A N — C R E A T O R O R " C R E A T I V E " ? 

W h a t a b o u t m a n ? C a n h e too b e classif ied as a creator? 
N o . A s s tated previous ly , to create is to br ing into ex i s tence . 
M a n c a n n o t d o that . O n l y G o d can . A t the e n d of the sixth 
day G o d c o m p l e t e d His w o r k of creat ion, certif ied its 
intr insic a n d s u p r e m e g o o d n e s s , a n d took the next day off. 
Creat ion , for this life a n d in this w o r l d , is f in ished. 

G o d is certainly not n o w an a b s e n t e e G o d ; H e con
t inues to be personal ly a n d dynamica l ly involved: as Sus ta in-
er rather t h a n Creator ; as creat ive ra ther than creat ing . 1 But 
w h e n G o d w e n t into His creat ive a n d susta ining m o d e , m a n 
m o v e d into his rul ing a n d s u b d u i n g m o d e . H e h a d wi th in 
h i m a n d a r o u n d h i m all the potent ia l resources he n e e d e d to 
carry out his G o d - g i v e n m a n d a t e . N o w it was his respons i 
bility, not to create (that h a d a lready b e e n d o n e ) , but to take 
the things that h a d b e e n created a n d u s e t h e m creatively. 
T h a t w o u l d involve explorat ion , d iscovery , deve loping , 
c o m b i n i n g , separat ing , t e s t i n g — a n d a w h o l e host of o t h e r 
procedures that const i tute funct ioning creatively. 
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M A N — T H E C R E A T I V E O N E 

I say it again. T o be creat ive is to take the things that 
have b e e n created a n d u s e t h e m in n e w a n d different w a y s . 
T h e G a r d e n of E d e n w a s the set t ing for creativity at its 
h i g h e s t level . T h e mos t creat ive couple in all h u m a n history 
w e r e A d a m a n d E v e . T h a t w a s b e c a u s e A d a m a n d Eve w e r e 
do ing e v e r y t h i n g for the first time. Every e v e n t w a s in a "s tar t 
u p " p h a s e as far as they w e r e c o n c e r n e d . T h e y h a d n o prior 
exper ience . N o textbooks . N o o w n e r ' s m a n u a l s . T h e y u n 
doubtedly consul ted G o d , b u t they still h a d to discuss , 
u n d e r s t a n d , r e m e m b e r , a n d so o n , a n d I h a v e a sneaking 
suspic ion that H e didn ' t tell t h e m all t h e y w a n t e d to k n o w . 
H e still d o e s n ' t (Deut . 2 9 : 2 9 ) . 2 

A d a m started his creative s t e w a r d s h i p b y n a m i n g the 
beas ts of t h e field a n d birds of t h e air. G o d h a d created each 
o n e of t h e m with a dist inctive s ize , s h a p e , color , m o v e m e n t , 
habitat , m e a n s of d e f e n s e , a n d abilit ies. G o d h a d also created 
A d a m with eyes to s e e , ears to hear , a m i n d to ana lyze , a 
m o u t h to f o r m s o u n d s . A d a m h a d to p u t all these factors 
together a n d dec ide o n a s o u n d or s o u n d s , d e p e n d i n g o n 
h o w m a n y syllables or w o r d s h e put in e a c h n a m e , for each 
bird a n d beast . 

N o t e , A d a m did n o t create the rich variety of an imals . 
G o d did. N o r did A d a m create his o w n capaci ty to f o r m 
various s o u n d s a n d w o r d s . G o d did. A d a m , us ing w h a t G o d 
h a d created in h im a n d in t h e a n i m a l s , creat ively gave each a 
dif ferent n a m e . H e h a d n o dict ionary, n o thesaurus , n o 
n a m e b o o k . W o r k i n g wi th t h e r a w mater ia ls w h i c h G o d h a d 
already b r o u g h t into ex is tence h e creat ively fash ioned a 
n a m e . T h e n a n o t h e r n a m e . A n d a n o t h e r ; unt i l all o f the birds 
a n d the beas ts w e r e n a m e d . T h a t little exerc ise , m y fr iend, 
took a lot of creative th inking! 

E v e r y t h i n g w a s n e w a n d dif ferent for that first couple ; 
so everyth ing required s o m e creat ive th ink ing a n d act ing. 
W h a t to eat , h o w to cook , w h e r e to s l eep , h o w to e n g a g e in 
sexual re lat ions , h o w to p r u n e the t rees , w h e n to pick the 
fruit, e t c . , all d e m a n d e d creat ive d i scuss ions a n d dec is ions . 
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Especial ly w h e n they e n c o u n t e r e d these th ings for the first 
t ime. 

I can jus t imagine A d a m s ighing d e e p l y at the e n d of a 
b u s y day, a n d as the air r u s h e d t h r o u g h his p u c k e r e d l ips , 
hear ing for the first t i m e — a whis t le . N o w w h a t d o e s o n e do 
with a whis t le? J u s t w h a t a n y g r o w i n g child today does wi th 
such a discovery. W o r k on it. S o A d a m diligently pract iced 
using his p u l m o n a r y potential creat ively s o as to p r o d u c e all 
k inds of n e w s o u n d s . H e d idn ' t s top there . H e soon 
discovered that a low whist le wi th a certain flirtatious lilt to it 
turned E v e o n , so h e m a s t e r e d that m e l o d y . By st icking two 
f ingers in his m o u t h a n d b l o w i n g h a r d h e could p r o d u c e a 
s o u n d shrill e n o u g h to get the c o w s h e a d e d for the b a r n , the 
kids h e a d e d for t h e s u p p e r table , t h e birds out of the y a r d , 
a n d the dog out of the ch icken c o o p . All of this b y creat ively 
us ing his lungs a n d his l ips. 

T h e n E v e picked u p o n her h u s b a n d ' s b u d d i n g oral 
aerodynamic a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s a n d f o u n d that s h e h a d the 
knack of not only whis t l ing little ditt ies, b u t also of put t ing 
appropr ia te w o r d s to the t u n e s . T h e n , on o n e occas ion , 
w h e n h e r l ips w e r e w o r n out f rom whis t l ing , s h e discovered 
a n o t h e r w a y to m a k e s o u n d s — w e call it h u m m i n g . T h e i r 
two boys also got in o n the creative process . Abel f o u n d h e 
could elicit a variety of s o u n d s f r o m an old r a m ' s h o r n . Cain 
discovered the s a m e th ing whi le exper iment ing wi th a 
ho l lowed-out b a m b o o shoot . 

T h e s a m e creat ive process h a s c o n t i n u e d d o w n t h r o u g h 
the centur ies , a n d today w e h a v e sophis t icated w i n d instru
m e n t s like the clarinet , o b o e , f lute , a n d b a s s o o n ; a n d n o 
telling w h a t s o m e creative mus ic ian will c o m e u p with next . 
Certainly n o o n e w o u l d b e will ing to say that w e h a v e in this 
area r e a c h e d the e n d of our creat ive potent ia l . T h a t ' s the 
nature of G o d ' s c r e a t i o n — i t h a s unl imi ted creat ive potent ia l . 

C R E A T I V I T Y A N D T H E F A L L 

A d a m a n d E v e w e n t o n their merry w a y , creat ively 
en joy ing E d e n a n d each other ; carefully k e e p i n g the rules set 
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u p b y their Creator . T h e n it h a p p e n e d . Seduct ive ly chal
l e n g e d b y Sa tan to th ink incorrect ly a n d to act d isobedient ly , 
t h e y w a v e r e d precipitously o n t h e thin e d g e of dec is ion a n d 
finally p l u n g e d h e a d l o n g into t h e disas trous choice to pit 
their h u m a n wills against t h e will of their sovere ign Creator . 
T h e y s i n n e d , a n d f r o m that po int o n t h e wor ld h a s b e e n 
occupied b y fallen, sinful h u m a n b e i n g s . 

W e k n o w f r o m Scr ipture a n d f r o m e x p e r i e n c e that the 
Fall a n d t h e curse that fo l lowed p r o f o u n d l y af fected m a n ' s 
mind. H e can still th ink , b u t h e can ' t a l w a y s th ink correctly. 
A d a m ' s m i n d b e g a n to mal func t ion i m m e d i a t e l y . H e lost the 
p r o p e r perspect ive of n a k e d n e s s . H e tried to h id e f rom G o d . 
H e w a s s low to c o n f e s s his act ive par t in the forbidden 
i n d u l g e n c e . H e tried to p u t t h e b l a m e o n his par tner , Eve . 
His s o n s inher i ted this f lawed th inking p r o c e s s , so m u c h so 
that Cain c a m e to the e r r o n e o u s c o n c l u s i o n that t h e b e s t w a y 
to solve a sibling squabble w a s to c o m m i t m u r d e r . 

Wi th in a few g e n e r a t i o n s m a n ' s m i n d h a d deter iorated 
to the point w h e r e " e v e r y incl inat ion of t h e t h o u g h t s of his 
heart w a s only evil all the t i m e " ( G e n . 6 :5) . Except for N o a h ' s 
faithful r e m n a n t , the f lood d r o w n e d out all o f this bizarre 
th inking , ye t before th ings hardly h a d t ime to dry out , G o d , 
k n o w i n g m a n ' s bel l igerent b e n t , ins t i tuted capital p u n i s h 
m e n t ( G e n . 9 : 5 - 6 ) . 

T h e wor ld , t h e f lesh a n d the devil c o n t i n u e to conspire 
to k e e p fal len p e o p l e th inking half a b u b b l e off p l u m b , at the 
very least . A classic analys is of m a n ' s cerebral corrupt ion is 
conta ined in E p h e s i a n s 4 . T 7 - 1 9 : 

You must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the 
futility of their thinking. They are darkened in their 
understanding and separated from the life of God 
because of the ignorance that is due to the hardening of 
their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity, they~have given 
themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every 
kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 

Not ice the var ious descr iptors u s e d in this text that 
under l ine our basic p r e m i s e : t h e natural p e r s o n can ' t a lways 
think correctly. 
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But can t h e y th ink creatively? Did the Fall l o w e r their 
I Q ? G r a n t e d s o m e o n e m a y b e affl icted wi th a satanic 
b l i n d n e s s ; d o e s that m e a n his m i n d is b l a n k ? T o b e sure , 
s o m e o n e m a y b e p l a g u e d with deceit ; d o e s that rule out 
discovery? Certainly h e m a y be se l f -centered; does that rule 
out the ability to i m a g i n e a n d i n n o v a t e ? N o t at all. Jus t 
b e c a u s e the natural p e r s o n h a s p r o b l e m s thinkings correct ly 
d o e s not m e a n that h e is unab jgJ tQ think~creat ively . 

L o o k again at E p h e s i a n s 4 : 1 7 - 1 9 . ^ F a l l e n folk are 
classif ied a m o n g o t h e r th ings , as ignorant a n d insens i t ive . 
B u t that d o e s n ' t s h u t t h e m d o w n . T h e y h a v e g o n e right 
a h e a d a n d c o m m i t t e d t h e m s e l v e s to " i n d u l g e in every k i n d 
of impuri ty , wi th a cont inual lust for m o r e . " T h e y are n o t 
satisf ied to b e dull , n a r r o w , tradit ional deviates . T h e y sin 
creatively! This is re inforced in R o m a n s 1 : 2 8 - 3 2 w h e r e those 
wi th d e p r a v e d m i n d s are said to " i n v e n t w a y s of do ing e v i l . " 

Th is d o e s n o t m e a n , h o w e v e r , that non-Chr i s t i ans 
s p e n d all of their t ime th inking a n d act ing immoral ly . A s 
Richard Lovelace po in ts out , " t h e i r l ives m a y b e m o r e 
righteous in o u t w a r d ac t ions , t h o u g h not in mot ivat ion , t h a n 
those of m o s t C h r i s t i a n s . " The i r bas ic mot ivat ion , Lovelace 
says , " m a y s imply b e to h a n g o n to respectabi l i ty , a n e e d 
b a s e d o n the des ire for se l f -es teem a n d t h e af fect ion of 
o t h e r s . " 3 

A n o t h e r basic mot ivat ion in t h e non-Chr is t ian wor ld is 
the des ire to m a k e life bet ter . T e c h n o l o g y is d e s i g n e d to d o 
that . S o is secular h u m a n i s m . Creat ive thinking has s p a w n e d 
t e c h n o l o g y . Correct th inking is n o w n e e d e d to m a k e sure w e 
u s e it r ightly. Incorrect th inking h a s given rise to secular 
h u m a n i s m , a n d n o w creat ive marke t ing is b e i n g u s e d to sell 
it to the m a s s e s ; a quick look a r o u n d us at m a g a z i n e s a n d 
television d e m o n s t r a t e s h o w it 's h a p p e n i n g . T h e Chr is t ian 
c o m m u n i c a t o r m u s t s t e p boldly i n t o this s c e n e a n d m a r k e t 
correct ly a n d creat ively the ins ights n e e d e d to h a n d l e 
t echnology a n d t h e ant idote n e e d e d to counteract secular 
h u m a n i s m . Creat ive biblical preach ing is o n e of the sig
nif icant w a y s to accompl i sh this . 
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C R E A T I V I T Y A N D T H E C H R I S T I A N 

T h e p r e c e d i n g sec t ion es tab l i shed t h e fact that t h e 
u n s a v e d p e r s o n h a s both t h e propens i ty to th ink incorrect ly 
a n d the potent ia l to th ink creat ively. W e m u s t n o t let this 
lead us to t h e e r r o n e o u s conc lus ion that b e c a u s e the saved 
p e r s o n n o w h a s the potent ia l to th ink correct ly , there is n o 
reason to w o r r y a b o u t th inking creat ively. Correct th inking 
ne i ther rules out n o r replaces creat ive th inking . B o t h are 
m a n d a t o r y for the Chris t ian . 

Scr ipture w e a v e s correc tness a n d creativity together . 
For e x a m p l e , in R o m a n s 12:2 the r e n e w i n g of the m i n d is 
v i e w e d as bas ic to everyth ing e lse in t h e verse . It enables the 
bel iever to th ink a n d live correct ly wi th regard to conformity 
to the w o r l d , a n d it will g ive h i m the ability to test a n d 
a p p r o v e wi th accuracy w h a t G o d ' s will is in life s i tuat ions . 
W h e r e is creativity in this p a s s a g e ? It is i n h e r e n t in the 
exhor ta t ion to " b e t r a n s f o r m e d . " T o b e t rans formed is to 
c h a n g e , to b e di f ferent , to b e n e w . This h a p p e n s as w e al low 
the Spirit o f G o d to b l e n d His pervas ive t ruth into our u n i q u e 
personal i t ies . T h e result : a c u s t o m - m a d e Chris t ian . N o t 
a n o t h e r o n e in all this wor ld exact ly like h i m . Creativity at its 
h ighes t ! 

T h e s e s a m e t w o factors are laced together in 1 Cor in
thians 15 :58 . Correc tness is e m p h a s i z e d in the t w o p h r a s e s 
" s t a n d f i r m " and " l e t n o t h i n g m o v e y o u . " A s the Chris t ian 
l ives life a n d faces d e a t h h e n e e d s to b e u n s h a k a b l y rooted in 
G o d a n d His W o r d . But there is m o r e . A l o n g with a correct 
r o o t e d n e s s , there is to b e a creat ive f lower ing , descr ibed as 
" a l w a y s giving yourse lves fully to t h e w o r k of t h e L o r d . " 
T h e N A S B translates this as " a l w a y s a b o u n d i n g in the w o r k 
of the L o r d . " T h e r e are an infinite n u m b e r of w a y s w e can 
give ourse lves fully to the task of a b o u n d i n g , especial ly 
w h e n w e u n d e r s t a n d that n o n e of our labor will b e in vain . 

Paul ' s p h i l o s o p h y of e v a n g e l i s m c o m b i n e d correc tness 
a n d creativity. F ive t imes in 1 Cor in th ians 9 : 1 9 - 2 3 h e 
rei terates his g o a l — t o win o thers to Chris t . M o s t assuredly , 
that is a correct goal . It n e v e r c h a n g e s . Paul ' s m e t h o d s , 
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h o w e v e r , f requent ly c h a n g e d , for h e creat ively a d a p t e d his 
a p p r o a c h to the na ture a n d n e e d s of his a u d i e n c e . H e 
s u m m a r i z e d his innovat ive minis try b y say ing , " I have 
b e c o m e all th ings to all m e n so that b y all poss ible m e a n s I 
might save s o m e . " 

N o t e the use of the w o r d all. " A l l th ings . . . all m e n 
. . . all poss ible m e a n s . " It is a little w o r d , but it has big 
implicat ions . W h i l e there is one reason to d o e v a n g e l i s m , 
there are many ways to do it. T h e apost le w a s c o m m i t t e d to 
creative outreach . 

First Cor in th ians 10:31 is a g o o d verse wi th w h i c h to 
c lose this sect ion. " S o w h e t h e r y o u eat or dr ink or w h a t e v e r 
y o u d o , do it all for the glory of G o d . " T h e " g l o r y of G o d " is 
the essent ia l correc tness factor h e r e . His " g l o r y " refers to His 
c h a r a c t e r — n a m e l y , all that is t rue of G o d . All that w e do 
n e e d s to b e m o n i t o r e d b y a n d expressive of the glory of God. 
Notice h o w t h e verse m o v e s f r o m the s p e c i f i c — " w h e t h e r 
y o u eat or d r i n k " — t o the g e n e r a l — " o r w h a t e v e r y o u d o . " 
T h e n c o m e s that little w o r d " a l l . " W e could classify it as a 
creative " a l l , " ra ther t h a n a restrictive " a l l . " T h e s e are w o r d s 
of cha l lenge , e x p a n s i o n , explorat ion , imaginat ion , i n n o v a 
t ion, variat ion, invent ion . 

All that w e d o n e e d s to b e careful ly analyzed to b e sure 
that it c o n f o r m s to His charac ter , b u t having d o n e th is , w e 
still h a v e an " a l l " that is larger t h a n anyth ing w e can 
i m a g i n e . S o w h e n y o u preach , d o it " a l l ' * for the glory of 
G o d . Real ize w h e n y o u take this a p p r o a c h there will be s o m e 
th ings y o u w o u l d n e v e r say a n d d o w h e n y o u p r e a c h , b u t 
hav ing put these a w a y , y o u will still have an unl imi ted 
n u m b e r of w a y s y o u can p r e a c h a n d in so d o i n g br ing glory 
to G o d . 

C R E A T I V I T Y A N D C O M P E T E N C Y 

W e are us ing the term creativity in a b r o a d , genera l , 
n o n t e c h n i c a l s e n s e . Y o u will r e m e m b e r w e def ined it earlier 
in this chapter as " t h e ability to take the things that h a v e 
b e e n created a n d u s e t h e m in n e w a n d different w a y s . " 
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Using this def ini t ion, creativity can inc lude such th ings as 
innovat ion , imaginat ion , invent ion , variety , original i ty, a n d 
technique . Each of these t e r m s can h a v e quali t ies w h i c h 
w o u l d dis t inguish it f rom others o n the list, but t h e y can also 
b e u s e d in w a y s that m a k e t h e m essent ia l ly s y n o n y m o u s . 
For the m o s t part , w e will e m p l o y t h e m in this latter w a y , 
a n d w e will u s e creativity as a broad umbre l la t e rm that 
covers all t h e o thers . 

Anyone can be creative. T h i s is b e c a u s e a n y o n e can put 
the a b o v e def ini t ion of creativity in to ef fect , i . e . , h e can take 
s o m e t h i n g that exists a n d u s e it in a n e w a n d dif ferent w a y . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , s ince every Chris t ian is expected to glorify G o d 
in a n d t h r o u g h his u n i q u e personal i ty , a n d thus creatively, 
w e can rightly c o n c l u d e that e v e r y Chr is t ian is able to d o s o . 
T h e r e are n o noncreat ive p e r s o n s . T h e r e are , h o w e v e r , m a n y 
p e r s o n s w h o h a v e n o t d iscovered or w h o are n o t u s i n g areas 
of creat ive potent ia l in their l ives . This b o o k is n o t wri t ten to 
a select f e w w h o m G o d h a s e q u i p p e d to b e creat ive . T h e 
author ' s a s s u m p t i o n is that e v e r y bel iever h a s t h e potent ia l 
to b e creat ive a n d s imply n e e d s to discover a n d d e v e l o p it. 

Gifts a n d talents are g iven to u s b y G o d . Ta lents are 
b e s t o w e d b y G o d at c o n c e p t i o n . Gifts are b e s t o w e d b y G o d 
at convers ion . Ta lents enable u s to funct ion primari ly in the 
wor ld . Gif ts enab le us to func t ion primari ly in the church . 

Ta lents are re lated m o r e to our vocat ion ; gifts are 
related m o r e to our minis t ry . B o t h ta lents a n d gifts are 
i n h e r e n t capacit ies as o p p o s e d to l earned abilit ies. T h e r e f o r e , 
our task is to discover w h a t specif ic capacit ies w e inherent ly 
p o s s e s s , ra ther thar^dec ide w h a t part icular abi l i t ies^ve^want 
to acquire . W e s h o u l d b e able to th inklmd"alT1nwe~ski l l ful ly 
in areas w h e r e w e are gifted a n d ta lented , for t h e s e are our 
God-given-places of s t rength a n d exper t i se , p laces w h e r e w e 
can ryr fnrm p v r p p H i n g l y w p j l J H g i n frfipgp a reas that w e will 
b e m o s t c r e a t i v e — u n i q u e l y q u a l i f i e d j ^ t o put th ings to
ge ther in n e w a n d dif ferent w a y s . Because n o . onfe-pergon 
h a s a l H h e ^ g j f t s j m d ta lents , n o o n e p e r s o n will b e skillful a n d 
creative in every area of e n d e a v o r . T h a t u n d e r s c o r e s the 
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doctr ine of i n t e r d e p e n d e n c y . W e n e e d o n e a n o t h e r ' s creat ive 
skills. 

F r o m a biblical perspec t ive , competency can be v i e w e d at 
three levels . A Chr is t ian w o u l d be funct ioning below biblical 
c o m p e t e n c y w h e n ignorant and/or d i s o b e d i e n t with regard 
to G o d ' s will in o n e or m o r e areas of life. T h a t w a s the 
p r o b l e m with t h e H e b r e w Chr is t ians (Heb . 5 : 1 1 - 1 4 ) . E n o u g h 
t ime had e lapsed for t h e m to b e teachers ; b u t b e c a u s e of 
ignorance a n d d i s o b e d i e n c e they w e r e n ' t t h e r e . T h e y n e e d e d 
to b e re taught the bas ics . Wi th regard to t each ing t h e W o r d 
to o t h e r s , they w e r e w a l l o w i n g a r o u n d in an area w e are 
c lassi fying as b e l o w biblical c o m p e t e n c y . A n y creat ivity t h e y 
m a y have h a d w a s probably b e i n g u s e d to f ind n e w a n d 
dif ferent w a y s to avoid their G o d - g i v e n responsibi l i t ies ! 

A s e c o n d level can b e called within biblical c o m p e t e n c y . 
T h a t ' s w h e r e t h e H e b r e w Chris t ians should h a v e b e e n . T h e 
i n d i c t m e n t leveled at t h e m w a s candid : " b y this t ime y o u 
o u g h t to be t e a c h e r s . " T h e y s h o u l d h a v e b e e n c o m p e t e n t l y 
c o m m u n i c a t i n g truth to o thers . In contrast , n o t e h o w Paul 
c o m m e n d s the Chris t ians in R o m e for their progress with 
t h e s e w o r d s : 

I myself am convinced, my brothers, that you 
yourselves are full of goodness, complete in knowledge 
and competent to instruct one another (Rom. 15:14). 

T h e s e bel ievers w e r e wi th in biblical c o m p e t e n c y in at 
least three areas : g o o d n e s s , k n o w l e d g e , a n d instruct ion. T h e 
bet ter they got , the m o r e t h e potent ia l for t h e m to creat ively 
funct ion in these three areas . N o t e , h o w e v e r , that ne i ther 
H e b r e w s 5 : 1 1 - 1 4 n o r R o m a n s 15:14 conta ins a re ference to 
the spiritual gift o f teaching . T h e s e passages refer to the 
minis try of teaching that a n y bel iever can a n d s h o u l d b e 
c o m p e t e n t to carry out . 

T o account for t h e p r e s e n c e a n d u s e of spiritual gifts 
a n d ta lents , there m u s t b e o n e h i g h e r level of c o m p e t e n c y , 
w h i c h I have c h o s e n to call skill. T h e person with the gift of 
teaching will b e able to teach the W o r d of G o d exceedingly 

28 

http://www.servantofmessiah.org



Creativity 

wel l , i . e . , wi th skill. T h e p e r s o n wi th artistic talent will be able 
to e m p l o y that talent wi th exper t i se . If a p r e a c h e r has the gift 
o f t e a c h i n g a n d an artistic ta lent , t h e n his preach ing can a n d 
s h o u l d c o m b i n e these t w o capaci t ies creat ively . 

N o w , a w o r d about talents. O n e ta lent is that of 
communication. It involves the i n h e r e n t capaci ty to wri te , or 
c o n v e r s e , or to broadcast . I f y o u h a v e t h e gift o f teaching a n d 
the ta lent of us ing w o r d s , y o u will b e able to creatively 
verbal ize t h e W o r d of G o d . Y o u will d o it b e c a u s e y o u h a v e a 
k n a c k for it , and w h e n y o u d o it, y o u exper ience a growing 
s e n s e of f u l f i l l m e n t — b e c a u s e y o u are do ing " y o u r t h i n g . " 
O r b e t t e r , G o d is doing " H i s t h i n g " in a n d t h r o u g h y o u . But 
y o u r w o r d - u s i n g talent m a y b e in the field of wri t ing a n d 
thus y o u minis ter t h r o u g h the print m e d i a , or y o u m a n u 
script y o u r s e r m o n s a n d utilize y o u r wri t ing ta lent orally. 

C R E A T I V I T Y A N D C H A N G E 

R o o t s b e c o m e ruts . R u t s b e c o m e rout ines . R o u t i n e , 
carried o n in t h e local c h u r c h , t e n d s to b e c o m e " r i g h t e o u s . " 
R i g h t e o u s rout ine b e c o m e s unassai lably , uncrit ically rigid— 
t h e b e s t a n d only w a y to d o t h i n g s . A l o n g c o m e t h o s e w h o 
w a n t to m a k e a c h a n g e in this rigidly righteous rout ine . T h e y 
m a y f ind out that w h a t t h e y p r o p o s e to c h a n g e is s o m e t h i n g 
that o t h e r s are deeply a t tached to a n d n o t a b o u t to c h a n g e . 
S o , to ge t to the j r o i n L . n o t eyeryone_in t h e local church , is 
going to appreciate y c j u x _ d e s i r e t o b e _.creatbze, especial ly 
w h e n y o u a t tempt to b e creat ive in you r preach ing . Fierce 
d e f e n d e r s of the es tab l i shed faith are a lso o f ten fierce 
d e f e n d e r s of the e s t a b l i s h e d format . 

T h e solut ion i s l í ó t l o w r i t e t h e m off a n d r u n over t h e m , 
n o r is it to let t h e m run over y o u . T h e solut ion is to he lp 
p e o p l e dis t inguish b e t w e e n biblical doctr ines a n d historical 
pract ices . Doctr ines w e c h a n g e only in order to b e c o m e m o r e 

Jyb l j caL^rea ' cT í íng is a vital part of a biblical minis t ry . T h a t ' s 
a doctr ine w e o u g h t to b e unal terably a t tached to. Pract ices 
w e c h a n g e , in order to b e c o m e m o r e effect ive in o u r biblical 
minis try . T h u s , w e ho ld f irmly n o t only to the pr imacy of 
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p r e a c h i n g b u t also to the o n g o i n g d e v e l o p m e n t of effect ive 
preach ing . Th is a l lows u s , n a y , c o m p e l s u s , to look for , f ind 
a n d use n e w a n d dif ferent a n d bet ter w a y s of c o m m u n i c a t 
ing G o d ' s W o r d f r o m t h e pulpi t . Th is d e m a n d s creativity. 
W i t h regard to biblical doctr ine w e are f irm. W i t h regard to 
historical pract ices w e are f lexible. T h e rest of this b o o k is 
go ing to test h o w flexible you really are . 
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Creatively 
Re-Creating 
the Life-Setting 
of the Text 
E v e r y text of Scr ipture h a s a context , or a n original set t ing, 
or w h a t I call a life-setting. T o d iscover the m e a n i n g , w e s tudy 
t h e text in its l i fe-sett ing. S o m e factors in this are cul ture , 
h is tory , g e o g r a p h y , t h o u g h t , fee l ings , l a n g u a g e , g r a m m a r , 
n a m e s , a n d p e r s o n s . U s i n g t h e s e e l e m e n t s a n d a s o u n d 
hermeneut i ca l s y s t e m , the expos i tor seeks to s tep b a c k into 
b o t h t h e t ime a n d the territory of the text . 

S t u d y i n g t h e text in its l i fe-sett ing is impor tant , for 
Scr ipture is m o r e t h a n w o r d s o n paper ; Scr ipture is p e o p l e . 
In o n e s e n s e the Bible is a script as for a d r a m a . O u r task is to 
re-create each s c e n e , to ident i fy t h e p layers a n d b r i n g t h e m 
onto the s tage , to let t h e m play their par ts . T o a c c o m p l i s h 
this w e m u s t fervent ly st i idy the text and f requent ly u s e o u r 
imaginat ion . Le t ' s d o it. 

L I F E - S E T T I N G A N D L A N G U A G E 

S u p p o s e y o u are speaking to a l ive a u d i e n c e a n d w a n t to 
e m p h a s i z e o n e m a i n point . H o w d o y o u g o a b o u t th is? Y o u 
establ ish e y e contac t , u s e appropr ia te ges tures , careful ly 
vary the v o l u m e a n d rate of y o u r voice , a n d u s e ef fect ive 
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w o r d s . S u p p o s e y o u are writing ra ther t h a n speaking . F o r 
e m p h a s i s you m i g h t u s e italics, under l ines , bold- faced t y p e , 
capital let ters , quota t ion m a r k s , graphics , or indenta t ion , 
a long wi th careful ly se lec ted w o r d s . 

S u p p o s e y o u w e r e d o i n g this writ ing in the first century 
A.D. W h a t opt ions for e m p h a s i s w o u l d y o u h a v e ? W e can 
f ind out by e x a m i n i n g a wri ter l ike the apos t le Paul to see 
h o w h e e m p h a s i z e d a m a j o r point . Le t ' s w o r k with a wel l -
k n o w n passage f r o m the pastoral epis t les . 

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteous
ness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly 
equipped for every good work (2 Timothy 3 :16-17) . 

In verse 16 Paul tells T i m o t h y about t h e source a n d the 
u s e of the Scr iptures . T h e y are " G o d - b r e a t h e d " a n d thus 
essent ial " f o r t each ing , r e b u k i n g , correct ing a n d training in 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s . " T h e overal l p u r p o s e of these u s e s of Scr ip
ture is g iven in t h e hina c lause in verse 17: " s o that the m a n 
o f G o d m a y b e t h o r o u g h l y e q u i p p e d for every g o o d w o r k . " 
T h e apost le ' s m a i n point is this : T h e Scr iptures e q u i p 
be l ievers . 

H o w does Paul establ ish this e m p h a s i s ? H e couldn ' t 
write louder , or s e n d a v ideotape . H e d idn ' t c h o o s e to wri te 
larger , or use all capitals , or under l ine , or c h a n g e the color of 
his ink , or use a broader -po in ted quill . W h a t did h e d o to 
drive h o m e this basic truth? A s w e carry o n this invest iga
t ion, bear in m i n d that w e are explor ing w h a t w e m i g h t call 
the l inguistic l i fe-sett ing of P a u l — f i n d i n g out h o w h e used 
w o r d s to forcefully i n v a d e p e o p l e ' s l ives . 

T h e phrase " t h o r o u g h l y e q u i p p e d " n e e d s our at ten
t ion. It is the translat ion of t w o similar G r e e k w o r d s . First , 
the n o u n artios, w h i c h m e a n s " e q u i p p e d , ready , p r e p a r e d . " 
T h e W o r d of G o d is d e s i g n e d to equip the m a n of G o d . 
H o w e v e r , the p h r a s e says " t h o r o u g h l y e q u i p p e d . " T h a t is 
b e c a u s e in this verse there • is a s e c o n d , similar w o r d , 
exertismenos, w h i c h is a verb der ived f rom the n o u n artios. It 
is a perfect pass ive part iciple, u s e d to descr ibe an act ion that 
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has taken place in the past , the results of w h i c h cont inue into 
the p r e s e n t . 1 A g a i n , it is the Scr iptures w h i c h will completely 
equip the m a n of G o d with ins ight about every good work . 
T h e Scr iptures started this w o r k at a po int in the p a s t — i n 
T i m o t h y ' s case , infancy ( 3 : 1 5 ) — a n d c o n t i n u e it till n o w . 
Biblical e q u i p p i n g can a n d s h o u l d b e a l i felong process . 

D o y o u see w h a t is h a p p e n i n g ? T o forcefully under 
score the p u r p o s e c lause in verse 17, t h e writer repeats 
himsel f , e m p l o y i n g the w o r d equipped twice in the s a m e 
verse . T h a t ' s a g o o d w a y to e m p h a s i z e . But h e is do ing m o r e 
than writ ing the s a m e w o r d twice . H e a t taches a prefix to the 
s e c o n d w o r d . It is the prepos i t ion ex, w h i c h is u s e d here to 
e m p h a s i z e a n d intensi fy the w o r d ; t h u s the translation 
" t h o r o u g h l y e q u i p p e d . " 2 T h e N e w Internat ional Vers ion 
seeks to capture the impact of b o t h these w o r d s in a single 
p h r a s e , but in actuality these t w o w o r d s for " e q u i p p e d " do 
not occur n e x t to each o ther in the verse . T h e basic w o r d is at 
the b e g i n n i n g , a n d the intensi f ied w o r d is at t h e e n d . A m o r e 
accurate translat ion of the G r e e k text w o u l d be : " s o that 
equipped m a y b e the m a n of G o d , for e v e r y g o o d w o r k h e has 
b e e n , a n d will c o n t i n u e to b e , thoroughly equipped." 

L e d b y t h e Spirit of G o d , Paul has c h o s e n certain w o r d s 
a n d put t h e m together in a certa in w a y . 

• H e u s e s s e l e c t i o n — p i c k i n g out a choice w o r d f r o m his 
vocabulary to c o n v e y t h e c o n c e p t of equipping ; 

• H e u s e s r e p e t i t i o n — t o give t h e m a d o u b l e dose of 
equipping ; 

• H e u s e s a n o u n a n d its v e r b f o r m — t o fea ture b o t h the 
product a n d the process of equipping ; 

• H e u s e s the perfect t e n s e — t o u n d e r l i n e the o n g o i n g 
e f fec t iveness of equipping ; 

• H e u s e s a preposi t ional p r e f i x — t o intens i fy the sig
ni f icance of equipping ; 

• H e u s e s p o s i t i o n i n g — f o r e a n d a f t — t o r e m i n d u s c o m i n g 
a n d g o i n g a b o u t e q u i p p i n g . 

W h y did Paul u s e all these h ighl ight ing techniques? 
B e c a u s e h e ardent ly be l ieved that the Word equips Christians, 
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a n d h e w a n t e d to c o n v e y that c o m m i t m e n t to T i m o t h y , 
expect ing h im in turn to c o n v e y it to o thers (2 T i m . 2 :2) . 

S o we h a v e m o r e than a set of exegetical facts in front of 
us . W e h a v e insight into the life of the h u m a n author . 
K n o w i n g h o w h e put verse 17 together , w e are gr ipped b y 
his conf idence in the W o r d a n d by his c o n c e r n for equipping . 
If you w a n t to preach this passage powerful ly a n d creat ively, 
get so c lose to the text that you rub shoulders with the 
a u t h o r a n d his c o n f i d e n c e a n d c o n c e r n w o r k their w a y into 
yo u r life. 

Y o u m a y w a n t to use your imaginat ion and d e v e l o p a 
conversat ion Paul could have had with himsel f as h e 
prepared to write this verse , sifting through the dif ferent 
m e a n s h e m i g h t u s e to get his point across , a n d finally 
discover ing w h a t w a s to h im (and the Spirit) the best w a y to 
c o m m u n i c a t e to T i m o t h y the c o n c e p t of " e q u i p p i n g . " D o n ' t 
b e afraid to do this , b e c a u s e the fact is that Paul no doubt did 
mull various opt ions over in his m i n d before a n d as h e was 
wri t ing. W e certainly d o it, a n d Paul w a s n o less h u m a n t h a n 
w e are . T h a t ' s o n e w a y of creat ively re-creat ing the life-
set t ing of the text. 

If you w a n t to d o the s a m e kind of things in o t h e r texts , 
look for repet i t ion of k e y w o r d s — s o m e t i m e s the s a m e w o r d , 
s o m e t i m e s a s y n o n y m . L o o k for the preposi t ional pref ixes , 
especial ly those that ampli fy a n d intens i fy . 

At this point I suspec t that y o u w o u l d like m e to give 
y o u a list of o ther p a s s a g e s of Scr ipture w h i c h have 
interest ing u s e s of repet i t ion a n d intensi f icat ion. I prefer to 
cha l lenge y o u to look for these k i n d s of factors in the texts 
f rom w h i c h you c h o o s e to preach . H o w e v e r , I have provided 
a f e w ideas in a n o t e at t h e b a c k of this b o o k . 3 

L I F E - S E T T I N G A N D H I S T O R Y / C U L T U R E 

N o w that w e h a v e s h a r p e n e d o u r l inguistic sensit ivity a 
bit, let 's vitalize our historical-cultural a w a r e n e s s . Every 
port ion of Scr ipture w a s formulated in a particular historical-
cultural set t ing, m e a n i n g that it w a s wri t ten at a certain t ime 
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in his tory, wri t ten in a certain place , and involved certain 
p e o p l e . T i m e is h is tory , p lace is cul ture , and p e o p l e are 
g e r m a n e to b o t h . T h e m o r e w e can re-create this original l ife-
sett ing, the bet ter w e can u n d e r s t a n d a n d transmit the truth 
formulated in it. I will s h o w y o u w h a t I m e a n . 

W h o w r o t e the Epistle to t h e R o m a n s ? Paul . In o n e 
sense . A m a n n a m e d Tert ius actual ly w r o t e d o w n the words 
(16:22) . S o there w e r e t w o p e o p l e vitally involved in the 
product ion of the original m a n u s c r i p t . Probably o thers . 

W h y d o I say this? In R o m a n s 16:23 w e are in t roduced 
to Ga ius , o w n e r of the h o u s e w h e r e Paul s tayed during his 
three m o n t h s in Cor inth . A s a mat ter of fact, the entire 
Cor inth ian c h u r c h e n j o y e d G a i u s ' hospital i ty o n occas ion . S o 
if Ga ius l ived there , a n d Paul a n d Tert ius s tayed there a n d 
c o m p o s e d t h e letter to t h e R o m a n s there , then Gaius n o 
doubt l i s tened in n o w a n d t h e n , asked a quest ion o n c e in a 
whi le , a n d p e r h a p s e v e n of fered sugges t ions . 

T h e s e m e n w e r e close f r iends , you k n o w ; G a i u s w a s 
o n e of t h e few bel ievers w h o m Paul h i m s e l f bapt ized . Ga ius , 
his wife , a n d their servants surely provided meals for Paul 
a n d Ter t ius , a long wi th m i d - m o r n i n g a n d mid-af ternoon 
" c o f f e e b r e a k s . " I can i m a g i n e that dur ing these l ighter 
m o m e n t s the conversation inc luded polit ics, b u s i n e s s , 
spor ts , a n d t h e w e a t h e r in C o r i n t h , as well as t h e imputat ion 
of s in, just i f icat ion by faith, b e i n g m o r e than c o n q u e r o r s , 
G o d ' s sovere ignty , Israel 's fu ture , spiritual gifts, responsibi l 
ities of c i t izenship , the gray areas of life, e tc . , d e p e n d i n g o n 
w h e r e t h e y w e r e in the letter to the R o m a n s that particular 
day. I can ' t conce ive of Paul a n d Tert ius shut t ing t he m se lv es 
u p in a r o o m for twelve h o u r s every day , having their food 
sl ipped u n d e r the door , n o t e n g a g i n g in a n y small talk wi th 
each o ther , or re fus ing to d iscuss t h e nature a n d progress of 
their long , impor tant letter wi th a n y o n e else b e c a u s e it w a s 
" t o p s e c r e t . " I feel certain, a l so , that Erastus a n d Q u a r t u s 
d r o p p e d by f requent ly a n d got involved in n u m e r o u s 
d iscuss ions wi th Paul a n d h is f r iends about life in genera l 
a n d the letter to the R o m a n s j r L p a r t i c u l a r (16:23) . T h e s a m e 
goes for T i m o t h y , Luc ius , J a s o n , a n d Sos ipater (16 :21) . 
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T h e s e inc idents a n d conversa t ions could have happened. 
T h e text d o e s n ' t say that they did, but g iven the p r e s e n c e of 
the individuals m e n t i o n e d in R o m a n s 1 6 : 2 1 - 2 3 , it is certainly 
not w r o n g to a s s u m e that a lot of in terpersonal interact ion 
took place . S o , in the a b s e n c e of a n y " C o r i n t h i a n Casse t te 
T a p e s , " let 's u s e our imaginat ion wi th regard to s o m e of the 
th ings that might have h a p p e n e d . 

Eras tus was a p r o m i n e n t f igure in C o r i n t h — t h e city 
t reasurer n o less . W h e n you preach R o m a n s 1 3 : 1 - 7 , br ing 
h im into a conversat ion with Paul about civil g o v e r n m e n t 
a n d , m o r e specif ically, taxes . Q u a r t u s is descr ibed s imply as 
" o u r b r o t h e r . " W h i l e wri t ing R o m a n s 12:10 Paul might have 
asked Tert ius w h o h a d b e e n there that m o r n i n g w h o 
exempli f ied this t ruth. Tert ius might h a v e quickly identif ied 
Q u a r t u s , g iving a practical e x a m p l e of his brother ly love, a n d 
then c o m m e n t i n g o n the fact that it was unusua) for t h e 
y o u n g e s t of four b r o t h e r s (Quar tus = " f o u r t h " ) to b e s o 
m a t u r e in loving interpersonal re lat ions , or p e r h a p s it w a s 
the powerfu l , posi t ive m o d e l i n g of his three older brothers 
that p r o d u c e d it. O r p e r h a p s he w a s an only child b o r n o n 
the fourth day of the m o n t h a n d his parents provided h im 
with a posi t ive e x a m p l e . 

T h e s e are the k i n d s of th ings ^you can d o to creat ively 
re -create the l i fe-sett ing of the text. A t t imes , l is tening to an 
exposi t ion of Scr ipture is a b o u t as exci t ing as watch ing h o u s e 
pa int dry. A d d a d a s h of color to your c o m m u n i c a t i o n of the 
W o r d . Y o u can be faithful to t h e text a n d still use y o u r 
imaginat ion . 

Spir i ted interact ion b e t w e e n Paul a n d Tert ius probably 
w e n t on f requent ly dur ing the wri t ing of R o m a n s . T o 
visual ize Paul as a n aloof , i m p e r s o n a l p u r v e y o r of prosa ic , 
cold facts , and Tert ius as a p a s s i v e , shal low, receiver of t h e s e 
facts is unreal ist ic . Bel ief in the " G o d - b r e a t h e d n e s s " of the 
W o r d d o e s n o t require u s to rule out h u m a n relat ions 
b e t w e e n c o m p o s e r a n d secretary. W e d o n o t h a v e to sacrifice 
t h e h u m a n personal i t ies of Paul a n d Ter t ius on the altar of 
inspirat ion. Let ' s creat ively re-create w h a t m i g h t h a v e h a p 
p e n e d in the d e v e l o p m e n t of R o m a n s 12 :2 . 
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The time: Friday e v e n i n g , about 9 :30 . 

The place: Cor in th , at G a i u s ' large, comfor tab le h o m e in 
the suburbs . 

The people: Paul a n d Ter t ius . Eras tus got free t ickets , a n d 
h e a n d the rest of the h o u s e h o l d are off to the I s thmian 
G a m e s be ing he ld at the Cor inth ian C o l i s e u m . Except for 
J a s o n , Sos ipater , a n d T i m o t h y — i t ' s their n ight to b o w l in the 
Cor inth ian Chris t ian L e a g u e . 

The room: A n e n c l o s e d porch off the l iving r o o m . T h e 
floor is m a d e of large s labs of l i m e s t o n e . T h e roof is 
cons t ruc ted of large b e a m s fairly c lose together , wi th reeds 
a n d b u s h e s laid o n top a n d a hard clay over t h e s e . T h e walls 
are m u d br icks . T h e w o o d e n d o o r s on the w i n d o w s are wide 
o p e n this fall e v e n i n g , wi th a lat t ice-work w o o d e n screen 
that g ives s o m e privacy a n d admits the cool b r e e z e . T h e 
doors are m a d e of h e a v y s y c a m o r e , sagging a bit on the 
h e a v y i ron h i n g e s . 

The furnishings: A n oil l a m p o n the corner table ; a n o t h e r 
o n e o n t h e d e s k , w h e r e Tert ius wri tes o n shee ts of p a p y r u s 
wi th his quill a n d ink. A stool in the corner , a c o u c h against 
the wal l , a n d plenty of r o o m in t h e middle for Paul to p o n d e r 
a n d pace back a n d forth as h e formulates the Spir i t - inspired 
letter to the be l ievers in R o m e . 

T h a t sets the s c e n e . N o w w e o p e n the curtains a n d l isten to a 
dia logue b e t w e e n Paul a n d Ter t ius . 

Paul p a u s e s for a m o m e n t , t h e n s lowly a d d s four m o r e 
words: "to thelema tou theou." 

" 'The will of G o d . ' A h ! I a m b e g i n n i n g to s e e w h a t y o u 
are driving at , Paul . A s o u r m i n d s are r e n e w e d b y the 
Scr iptures , w e are b e i n g e q u i p p e d to f igure out for ourse lves 
in var ious life s i tuat ions w h a t the will of G o d i s . T h a t ' s a 
great c o n c e p t , Paul . T h e p e o p l e in R o m e s h o u l d apprec ia te 
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it. I k n o w I sure do . O k a y , that ' s e n o u g h ! It 's late. C a n w e 
put a period there a n d quit till t o m o r r o w m o r n i n g ? I 'm 
get t ing writer 's c r a m p . " 

T h e stocky apost le s tood mot ion less , medi tat ing . T h e n , 
driving a c lenched fist into the pa lm of his h a n d , h e b lur ted , 
" N o , Tert ius , w e can ' t s top yet ! This is the first t ime in this 
letter that I 've u s e d ' the will of G o d ' in this w a y . It 's too 
important to leave it dangl ing there on its o w n . W e n e e d to 
a d d s o m e t h i n g . " 

" W e l l , . . . okay . . . but could w e m a k e it quick? I can 
hardly focus on the p a p y r u s , m y eyes are so t i r e d . " 

" M i n e , too . . . n o w w h a t w e n e e d is an adject ive that 
will capture the na ture of the will of G o d . H o w could w e d o 
this? . . . yes . . . h e r e . . . write this d o w n . . . to agathon." 

" 'To agathon' it is . W h y this w o r d , P a u l ? " 

" B e c a u s e it s ignif ies that w h i c h is moral ly g o o d in 
relat ion to G o d . I m i g h t h a v e u s e d kalos, but s o m e t i m e s it has 
the idea of aesthet ic b e a u t y . " 

" A n d w h a t y o u are saying is that the will o f G o d for the 
bel iever will a lways b e that w h i c h is essential ly g o o d . " 

"Exac t ly . . . as o p p o s e d to that w h i c h is b a d . " 

" T h e oil is get t ing low in the l a m p . C a n w e call it a 
d a y ? " 

" C a n ' t s top n o w , Tert ius ! People m a y tend to th ink that 
the will of G o d is primari ly 'list l i v i n g ' — s l a v i s h o b e d i e n c e to 
th ings that are right, re jec t ion of th ings that are w r o n g . It is 
that , but it is more t h a n t h a t . " 

" I see yo u r point , but . . . " 

"Euareston. Wri te it d o w n , Ter t ius , m y b o y . " 
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" N o t sure I k n o w h o w to spell it . . . " 

"E-u-a-r-e-s-t-o-n. Y o u k n o w this w o r d . O f t e n used in a 
family context wi th re ference to the obedient chi ld. H e or s h e 
is euareston — p l e a s i n g to his p a r e n t s . " A brief p a u s e , t h e n 
with a twinkle in his e y e , Paul m u s e d , " M a y b e y o u r fa ther 
didn ' t u s e it very often wi th regard to your behavior w h e n 
y o u w e r e g r o w i n g u p ! " 

" I g u e s s not . I was pret ty wild in m y y o u n g e r y e a r s . " 

" W e l l , let m e tell y o u s o m e t h i n g very interest ing about 
this w o r d . T h e other day I w a s reading in the G r e e k 
translat ion of t h e H e b r e w S c r i p t u r e s — y o u k n o w , the S e p t u -
a g i n t — a n d early in G e n e s i s [5:22] the H e b r e w text says that 
' E n o c h w a l k e d with G o d . ' G u e s s h o w t h e y translated 
' w a l k e d ' ? 'Euareston.' E n o c h was 'p leas ing ' to G o d . " 

" N o w y o u ' v e got m y juices f lowing, Paul . T h e last t ime 
I w a s in J e r u s a l e m I a t t e n d e d a s y m p o s i u m o n the sayings of 
Chris t , a n d I clearly recall the apost le J o h n quot ing Christ as 
saying that H e a lways did that w h i c h w a s 'p leas ing ' to His 
h e a v e n l y F a t h e r . " 

" S e e h o w o n e little w o r d h e l p s , Tert ius? D o the will of 
G o d , a n d y o u will b e e n g a g e d in a l ifestyle p leas ing to H i m . " 

" A n d if y o u are p leas ing G o d , you w o u l d n o d o u b t b e 
p leas ing y o u r p a r e n t s , a n d your b o s s , e v e n y o u r p a s t o r . " 

" P r e c i s e l y ! A n d w h e n o n e is d isappoint ing his p a r e n t s , 
h e is probably d isappoint ing G o d . S e e w h a t I a m driving at? I 
w a n t t h e m to h a v e a c o n c e p t of the will of G o d that is 
personal , as well as p r o p o s i t i o n a l . " 

" R i g h t ! . . . All k idding as ide , Paul , I a m really w i p e d 
out ! It w o u l d be p leas ing to m e if w e could e n d it r ight h e r e . " 

" S t a y wi th m e , Tert ius ! Every s e r m o n n e e d s three 
points . Let m e give y o u o n e m o r e ad ject ive to s h e d 
addit ional l ight o n the m e a n i n g of ' the will of G o d . ' " 
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" O k a y ! But m a k e it quick, or w e are going to n e e d m o r e 
oil to s h e d light o n the m a n u s c r i p t . " 

"Teleion." 

"T-e-l-e-i-o-n, m e a n i n g . . . d o n ' t tell m e . . . ' m a t u r e , 
g r o w n u p . ' " 

" A b s o l u t e l y ! T h e will of G o d will a lways be the mature 
at t i tude. T h e g r o w n - u p a c t i o n . " 

" A n d the oppos i te a p p r o a c h to life is to th ink a n d act 
i m m a t u r e l y , like a b a b y . I th ink I p e r f o r m e d like that the 
o ther day w h e n I got so frustrated at not b e i n g able to find 
m y sandals , a n d e v e n w e n t to the point of accus ing T i m o t h y 
of taking t h e m . " 

" G o o d insight , Ter t ius . S h o w s y o u are growing . . . . All 
r ight , w e are t h r o u g h for the day . S l e e p in a bit t o m o r r o w , if 
y o u w a n t to . W e w o n ' t start till s e v e n o ' c lock ! " 

T h r o u g h an imaginat ive dia logue that could h a v e 
h a p p e n e d , w e h a v e d e v e l o p e d w h a t m i g h t b e part or e v e n 
all o f a s e r m o n o n three ad ject ives that are u s e d to descr ibe 
the n a t u r e of the will o f G o d . Paul d idn ' t h a v e to use a n y 
descr ipt ive w o r d s , b u t h e c h o s e to . H e didn ' t h a v e to u s e 
three , but h e c h o s e to . H e didn ' t h a v e to u s e these three , b u t 
h e c h o s e to . H e d idn ' t h a v e to u s e Ter t ius , but h e c h o s e to . 
H e did all these th ings wi th m e a n i n g a n d p u r p o s e . 

W h a t w e are s e e k i n g to do is capture the m e a n i n g a n d 
p u r p o s e of the text t h r o u g h the creat ive m e d i u m of a 
d ia logue , a dia logue that well might h a v e occurred . E v e n if it 
d idn ' t occur as w e h a v e i m a g i n e d , as long as there is n o t h i n g 
false or mis leading in the conversa t ion w e h a v e d e s i g n e d , it 
is certainly a legit imate m e t h o d of c o m m u n i c a t i n g the truth 
of the text. 

Th is k ind of dia logue can b e d o n e a n y w h e r e in 
R o m a n s , or in a n y o ther port ion of Scr ipture w h e r e a scr ibe 
a n d the author w e r e funct ioning togeth&r. It could b e d o n e 
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as a dramat ic m o n o l o g u e , with o n e p e r s o n speaking both 
parts ; or t w o p e o p l e do ing it " l i v e " ; or p r e r e c o r d e d a n d 
played t h r o u g h the s o u n d s y s t e m as part of t h e s e r m o n ; or 
d o n e wi th the p r e a c h e r having a dia logue wi th an of fs tage , 
l ive, voice t h r o u g h the s o u n d s y s t e m . T h e p r e a c h e r could 
play o n e or b o t h ro les , or h e could turn it over to o t h e r staff 
m e m b e r s , or enl ist the services of qualif ied laypeople in the 
congregat ion . 

O u r s a m p l e f r o m R o m a n s could b e e x p a n d e d into a 
w h o l e s e r m o n , or c o n d e n s e d to b e jus t a brief i l lustration, 
and/or t h e dia logue could be carried o n into the rea lm of 
personal , practical applicat ion. Gaius a n d Sos ipater could 
arrive on the s c e n e a n d get involved in the discuss ion . 
Regardless of h o w it is d e v e l o p e d a n d del ivered, d o n ' t lose 
sight of t h e fact that t h e p u r p o s e is to creat ively re-create the 
l i fe-sett ing of the text a n d , in so doing , to e x p o u n d the text 
wi th a d d e d historical , cultural , persona l , a n d in terpersonal 
d i m e n s i o n s . 

W e turn to the O l d T e s t a m e n t to i l lustrate a n o t h e r w a y 
of captur ing the historical-cultural l i fe-sett ing of the text . In 
the B o o k of Ecc les iastes , S o l o m o n is probably del ivering a 
series o f ins ightful f ireside chats to the older a n d y o u n g e r 
m e m b e r s of his court . In 7 : 1 3 - 1 4 h e relates G o d to the g o o d 
a n d b a d , straight a n d crooked exper iences of l ife. T h i s brief, 
inspired, l i terary vignet te o n the sovere ignty of G o d h a d 
s o m e k ind of l i fe-sett ing. It m i g h t h a v e b e e n s o m e t h i n g like 
this : 

T h e s u n s a n k s lowly into t h e M e d i t e r r a n e a n , bath ing 
the t e m p l e bui ld ings in a w a r m , red g low. It w a s a b o u t s e v e n 
o 'c lock w h e n S o l o m o n w h e e l e d his chariot into t h e palace 
parking lot a n d h e a d e d for his reserved spot n e a r the 
bui ld ings . Hi s w e e k l y m e e t i n g wi th his C a b i n e t a n d o ther 
leaders in the nat ion Israel w a s s c h e d u l e d for 7:30 o n this 
T h u r s d a y e v e n i n g . A s the k ing s t e p p e d d o w n f r o m his 
chariot , h e p a u s e d to wait for T o n y , w h o h a d jus t pul led in 
a longs ide h i m . 
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" H i there , T o n y ! H a d a g o o d d a y ? " 

" N o t really! Terr ib le , as a mat ter of f a c t . " 

" W h a t h a p p e n e d ? " 

" W e l l , I 've b e e n u p with m y little b o y , E b e n e z e r , s ince 
three this m o r n i n g . I th ink h e has the Babylonian flu. It 's 
b e e n g o i n g a r o u n d the n e i g h b o r h o o d . T h e n on the w a y to 
w o r k , m y right chariot w h e e l fell off a n d I spra ined m y back 
get t ing it o n . T h a t m e a n t I got to w o r k a b o u t an h o u r a n d a 
half la te . 

" A n d w o u l d n ' t y o u k n o w i t — t h e camel caravan d u e in 
f rom D a m a s c u s at n o o n w a s over four h o u r s late. I desper 
ately n e e d e d that s h i p m e n t of M o a b miniskir ts a n d Assyr ian 
s o c k e t w r e n c h e s this m o r n i n g . 

" F i n a l l y , I got h o m e a n d w a s relaxing in the front r o o m 
a n d g u e s s w h a t — t h e p a p e r b o y threw t h e Jerusalem Journal 
right t h r o u g h the front w i n d o w . A n d m a y I r e m i n d y o u — 
w e take t h e S a n d s t o n e edit ion. W h a t a m e s s ! T o top it off, 
whi le w e w e r e all c leaning u p the l iving r o o m , Claudia ' s 
s u p p e r b u r n e d to a crisp a n d w e e n d e d u p eat ing lef tover , 
cold C h a l d e a n casserole . 

" A l l in all, it h a s b e e n a terrible, horr ible , n o - g o o d , very 
b a d d a y ! " 

" W h a t a day! H o w d o y o u handle all t h o s e u n e x p e c t e d , 
u n w e l c o m e e v e n t s ? " 

" I d o n ' t k n o w . S o m e t i m e s I try a n d figure out h o w I 
could h a v e p l a n n e d a h e a d to avoid the interrupt ions . 
S o m e t i m e s I get g o o d a n d m a d . S o m e t i m e s I jus t give u p , 
pass ive ly res igning myse l f to the fact of f a t e — t h a t ' s the w a y 
life i s . " 

" L e t ' s go ins ide , T o n y , the m e e t i n g is about to star*. 
L is ten careful ly! W h a t I h a v e to say s h o u l d help y o u w o r k 
you r w a y through these k inds of d a y s . " 

42 

http://www.servantofmessiah.org



Creatively Re-Creating the Life-Setting of the Text 

43 

W e can sit in on this m e s s a g e too , b e c a u s e it is recorded 
for us in Ecclesiastes 7 : 1 3 - 1 4 . 

T o n y w a s the f igment of m y imaginat ion . But there 
could h a v e b e e n a T o n y in S o l o m o n ' s court , a n d he could 
h a v e h a d a b a d day, a n d h e could h a v e b e e n there w h e n 
these c o n c e p t s w e r e p r e s e n t e d . F u r t h e r m o r e , there could 
well h a v e b e e n s o m e h u m o r in T o n y ' s exper ience . Life is 
f u n n y as wel l as ser ious , a n d our p r e a c h i n g should reflect 
this b a l a n c e . T h e introduct ion w e h a v e s u g g e s t e d contains a 
brief d ia logue of h u m o r o u s r e a l i s m — r e a l i s m that would 
pave the w a y for a careful expos i t ion of t w o verses that deal 
p r o f o u n d l y a n d a n d practically with the doctr ine of the 
sovere ignty of G o d . 

Y o u m i g h t br ing T o n y onto the plat form live and 
interview h i m . Y o u might get t w o l a y m e n or staff a n d have 
t h e m p r e s e n t this in skit format at the beg inn ing o f the 
m e s s a g e . O r T o n y could b e in terv iewed at the close of the 
s e r m o n to see h o w h e is g o i n g to apply these t ruths in the 
future . T o n y ' s wi fe , Claudia , could also be a part of any of 
these s c e n e s , as could his y o u n g chi ldren or t eenagers . T o n y 
could b e a s e a s o n e d saint or a b r a n d - n e w bel iever . U s e your 
imaginat ion! M a k e the Scr iptures c o m e alive! 

I N N E R - L I F E - S E T T I N G 

T o this point w e h a v e dealt wi th l i fe-sett ings as they 
relate to certain aspects of l a n g u a g e , h is tory , a n d culture . 
O u r a p p r o a c h has b e e n primari ly in terpersonal . But there is 
a lso an intrapersonal a s p e c t — t h a t is , w h a t goes o n within the 
p e r s o n . For e x a m p l e , J e s u s told the disciples his heart was 
t roubled as h e contempla ted the a g o n y of the cross ( John 
12:27) . Paul revealed to the R o m a n s his perpetual sorrow a n d 
anguish over his u n s a v e d bre thren in Israel ( 9 : 1 - 5 ) . In the 
parable of the Prodigal S o n , w e k n o w w h a t the y o u n g m a n 
said to h imse l f w h e n h e c a m e to his s e n s e s in the p igpen 
(Luke 1 5 : 1 7 - 1 9 ) . In the P s a l m s w e are f requent ly given 
insight about the inner state of the author , as in Psa lm 43 :5 . 

H o w e v e r , there are m a n y port ions of Scr ipture w h e r e 
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w h a t is going on inside the individual is not explicitly 
revea led , yet it would aid our interpretat ion a n d appl icat ion 
of the text if w e k n e w w h a t the p e r s o n w a s thinking a n d 
feel ing. That ' s w h e r e w e br ing our imaginat ion into play. 
T h a t ' s w h e r e w e creatively re-create the l i fe-sett ing a n d t h e n 
probe the i n n e r recesses of the individual(s) involved in the 
text. W h a t w a s h e th inking? H o w w a s s h e react ing? H o w do 
t h e y feel about that? W h y did h e say that? W h y did s h e d o 
that? A s k i n g a n d a n s w e r i n g such q u e s t i o n s will enable us to 
discover a n d d e v e l o p the inner- l i fe-sett ing of the text. 

Actual ly , we h a v e a l ready d o n e s o m e o f this internal 
invest igat ion. W e have s e e n h o w strongly Paul felt about the 
" e q u i p p i n g " nature of the W o r d . W e h a v e t h o u g h t a long 
wi th h i m as he menta l ly dec ided o n three adject ives to 
ampl i fy the m e a n i n g of the will of G o d . W e h a v e tried to 
read the m i n d of a tired Tert ius . W e have s u g g e s t e d a 
poss ible inc ident that m i g h t h a v e c a u s e d S o l o m o n to arrange 
his t h o u g h t s as p r e s e n t e d to us in Eccles iastes 7 : 1 3 - 1 4 . 

Peter offers us p lenty of inner-l i fe data . Let ' s do s o m e 
percept ive p e e k i n g inside this o f ten i m p e t u o u s m a n . In 
M a t t h e w 1 6 : 1 3 - 1 5 , J e s u s m o v e d f r o m a genera l ques t ion , 
" W h o d o p e o p l e say the S o n of M a n i s ? " to a specific 
ques t ion , " W h o d o you say I a m ? " 

H o w w o u l d y o u c o m p a r e the internal pressure o n the 
disciples wi th re ference to these t w o ques t ions? T h e s e c o n d 
involves m o r e pressure b e c a u s e it is m o r e personal ized a n d 
thus m o r e threatening . Right? S o y o u m i g h t profi tably 
analyze Chr is t ' s p u r p o s e in go ing f r o m the general to the 
specif ic with His disc iples . Y o u could also seek to crawl 
ins ide the m i n d of o n e or m o r e of the disciples a n d f igure out 
w h a t k ind of a trip his ego w a s taking at that m o m e n t . W a s 
h e soar ing with insight , or searching for identi ty? 

Peter c o m e s up wi th the a n s w e r , " Y o u are the Chr is t , 
the S o n of the l iving G o d " (16:16) . W h e n ? After a per iod of 
a w k w a r d s i lence , or quickly before a n y of his col leagues h a d 
t ime to r e s p o n d ? W h y ? T o s h o w t h e m u p , or to he lp t h e m 
out? W a s h e their recognized s p o k e s m a n , or a se l f -appointed 
know-it -a l l? W a s h e a quick th inker , or a p u s h y egot ist? W a s 
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h e trying to get on top, or stay o n top? T h e s e are the k inds of 
ques t ions that will he lp us u n d e r s t a n d the inner- l i fe-sett ing 
of this text. 

In M a t t h e w 1 6 : 1 7 - 1 9 J e s u s gives w o r d s of praise a n d 
aff irmation to Peter , but m a k e s it quite c lear that Peter h a d n ' t 
c o m e to his correct conc lus ion about w h o Chris t w a s on his 
o w n ; this truth w a s revealed to h i m b y the Father in h e a v e n . 
I w o n d e r if Peter heard these latter facts . I w o n d e r if the 
" b l e s s e d are y o u " w a s b o o m i n g a w a y , over a n d over in his 
m i n d , essent ia l ly d r o w n i n g out everyth ing else the Lord h a d 
to say. In m y o w n exper ience I f ind it t e m p t i n g to replay 
aff irmation tapes over a n d over , lett ing t h e m inflate m y 
fragile ego , poss ibly b locking out o ther n e e d e d ins ights . 
W h e n w e d o well a n d p e o p l e praise u s , watch out . At the 
point of praise w e b e c o m e very vulnerable . 

O n e of the m a i n r e a s o n s w h y w e s e n s e that Peter w a s 
ma jo r i ng on h imsel f is w h a t h a p p e n e d in M a t t h e w 1 6 : 2 1 - 2 3 . 
T h e Lord b e g a n to teach His disciples about His c o m i n g 
suffer ing a n d d e a t h . Peter eva luated w h a t the Lord w a s 
saying, dec ided h e d idn ' t like it, took H i m as ide , a n d tried to 
s tra ighten H i m out . 

K n o w i n g that h e h a d some of the right a n s w e r s , Peter 
fell into the trap of th inking h e h a d all the right a n s w e r s — o r 
at least more of the right a n s w e r s than the Lord h a d at this 
point . 

That ' s a g l impse of the inner- l i fe-set t ing of M a t t h e w 
16:22 . W e are w a t c h i n g a m a n funct ion wi th arrogant 
sincerity. Inaccurate self-talk will p r o d u c e such a paradox . 
M a t t h e w 16:23 conta ins Chr is t ' s r ebuke to Peter . H e put the 
disciple in S a t a n ' s c a m p . H o w did this m a k e Peter feel? Did 
h e h a v e e n o u g h ins ight to w o r k h is w a y through such a 
s t inging r e b u k e ? Did the w o r d s in 1 6 : 2 4 - 2 8 s p e a k to Peter ' s 
ego p r o b l e m s ? 

W e could g o on t h r o u g h the G o s p e l s a n d s tudy Peter ' s 
inner- l i fe-set t ing in var ious s i t u a t i o n s — h i s v o w n e v e r to 
d i s o w n the L o r d , his threefo ld denial of Chris t , his bitter 
w e e p i n g , his conversa t ion wi th t h e r isen Chr is t about loving 
s h e e p . T h e n w e could turn to A c t s , w h e r e Peter regains his 
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b o l d n e s s a n d loses his pre judice . A n d finally into his two 
letters w h e r e , a m o n g other th ings , h e tells his readers to 

Humble yourselves, therefore, under God's mighty 
hand, that He may lift you up in due time (1 Peter 5:6). 

Peter k n e w w h a t h e was talking about . 
A s w e have said, s o m e texts clearly present the i n n e r -

l i fe-sett ing. O t h e r s d o not . W h e r e the text does d o it, w e 
should inc lude it in our s tudy a n d exposi t ion . W h e r e the 
inner- l i fe-sett ing is not overt ly s ta ted , w e should carefully 
probe the t h o u g h t s a n d feel ings of the p e o p l e involved a n d 
u s e these ins ights to e n h a n c e our c o m m u n i c a t i o n of the 
truth. T h e Bible says too m u c h about the i n n e r m a n for us to 
neglec t it in our p r e a c h i n g . 4 D e v e l o p i n g the inner- l i fe-sett ing 
will cause u s to b e m o r e biographical in our s tudy a n d our 
preach ing of the biblical text . It will s t imulate us to think 
personal ly as wel l as proposi t ional ly . It will enable u s to 
d e v e l o p n o t only the doctr ine of the text, b u t also the drama 
of the text. 

W h o s e inner life are w e c o n c e r n e d about? M o s e s ' i n n e r 
life. J o b ' s i n n e r life. T h e psa lmis t s ' i n n e r l ives. S o l o m o n ' s 
i n n e r life. T h e p r o p h e t s ' i n n e r l ives. T h e disc iples ' i n n e r 
l ives. L u k e ' s i n n e r life. Paul ' s inner life. In short , the i n n e r 
l ives of all the biblical authors . W h a t is g o i n g o n inside these 
biblical a u t h o r s as they w r o t e the inspired text is h ighly 
signif icant , b e c a u s e h o w t h e y felt a n d t h o u g h t in f luenced 
w h a t they said a n d h o w they said it. It is u p to the p r e a c h e r 
to w o r k dil igently to u n d e r s t a n d b o t h t h e text a n d w h a t w a s 
go ing o n in the life of the authors as t h e y c o m p o s e d the text. 

W e are also to b e c o n c e r n e d a b o u t t h e inner lives of t h e 
recipients of the text . W h a t w e r e they th ink ing a n d feel ing as 
t h e y read it or l i s tened to s o m e o n e else read it? W a s this 
truth n e w to t h e m ? R e m i n d i n g a n d re inforc ing w h a t they 
a lready k n e w ? Correct ing t h e m ? Convic t ing t h e m ? C o m p l i 
m e n t i n g t h e m ? W e r e they res is t ing? A c c e p t i n g ? T h e bet ter 
w e u n d e r s t a n d the i n n e r life of t h e original rec ipients , the 
m o r e relevant w e can b e to the i n n e r life of the current 
r e c i p i e n t s — n a m e l y , your congregat ion a n d y o u . 
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IN S U M M A R Y 

T h e cha l lenge of this c h a p t e r has b e e n to creatively re
create the l i fe-sett ing of the biblical text . " L i f e - s e t t i n g " 
s imply m e a n s the th ings that go o n in a n d around and between 
the individual(s) associated wi th the text. T h e Scripture does 
not a lways reveal to us w h a t these th ings are . T o the extent 
that they w o u l d b e helpful to our u n d e r s t a n d i n g a n d 
applicat ion of t h e text, w e can legit imately u s e our imagina
tion to creat ively re-create certain signif icant aspects of the 
l i fe-sett ing of that text. O u r p u r p o s e is n o t to i m p o s e our 
culture a n d ideas o n Scr ipture , but to e x p o s e interest ing a n d 
informat ive detai ls about the t e x t — t h e o b v i o u s , a n d the not-
so -obvious . Creativity a n d imaginat ion are u s e d to develop 
those th ings that are n o t immedia te ly o b v i o u s . 

W e f o c u s e d our a t tent ion o n three se lec ted facets of the 
l i fe-sett ing of the text . First , w e looked at dif ferent w a y s an 
author u s e s w o r d s to e m p h a s i z e a n d intens i fy . G r a n t e d , it is 
all G o d ' s W o r d , but G o d d o e s not c o m m u n i c a t e with an 
insipid m o n o t o n e . W e n e e d to pay close a t tent ion to w h a t 
H e says a n d h o w H e says it. S e c o n d , w e d e v o t e d t ime to life-
sett ing in its in terpersonal d i m e n s i o n , s h o w i n g h o w w e can 
raise our a n t e n n a e a n d f ine- tune our receivers to pick up 
biblical conversa t ions that will h e l p us to u n d e r s t a n d a n d to 
apply the t ruths of the text . T h i r d , w e invest igated inner- l i fe-
se t t ings , direct ing our a t tent ion to w h a t is or could b e g o i n g 
o n ins ide biblical characters . T h e s e p e o p l e w e r e not h o l l o w 
servants . T h e y w e r e full o f v im, vigor , a n d vitality, as wel l as 
s o m e p r o b l e m s . 

Life-set t ings are helpful . U s e t h e m ! 
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Creatively Relating 
to the Life-Setting 
of the Congregation 

W e h a v e b e e n deal ing wi th the l i fe-sett ing of the text. 
N o w it is t ime to m o v e to t h e o ther s ide of t h e d iagram a n d 
deal with t h e l ife-setting of t h e congregat ion . 

PREACHER 
TEXT CONGREGATION 

PREACHING 

Figure 4.1 

Jus t as every text of Scr ipture h a s a l i fe-sett ing, so every 
h u m a n b e i n g h a s a l i fe-sett ing. Just as it is important for us 
to discover a n d d e v e l o p the l ife-setting of the text, so it is 
a lso impor tant for us to b e aware of the l i fe-sett ing of each 
m e m b e r of the congregat ion . In this chapter w e sugges t a 
n u m b e r of th ings that will h e l p us b e c o m e a wa re of a n d 
remain sensi t ive to the l i fe-sett ing of the people to w h o m w e 
minis ter . 
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I D E N T I F Y Y O U R P E O P L E : W H O A R E T H E Y ? 

Y o u r congregat ion is m o r e than a g r o u p of people w h o 
sit a n d l isten to y o u preach every S u n d a y . Each p e r s o n is 
u n i q u e , with n u m e r o u s identi t ies a n d mult iple roles . U n l e s s 
w e k e e p these features in m i n d , w e will easily revert to 
genera l ized p r e a c h i n g to a s tereotyped audience . 

" N o , " y o u say , " I offer m y p e o p l e a sermonic m e n u 
that h a s s o m e t h i n g for every individual ; truth to m e e t every 
n e e d . " P e r h a p s y o u d o n o w a n d t h e n , but mos t of t h e t ime 
the m e n u stays in the s tudy a n d all y o u c^fer is " T o d a y ' s 
S p e c i a l , " w h i c h is usual ly d e s i g n e d for the whi te , middle -
c lass , m i d d l e - a g e d , s u b u r b a n male . 

W h o , t h e n , are t h e s e c u s t o m e r s w h o c o m e yo ur w a y 
each w e e k to inges t y o u r spiritual food? Wel l , for s tarters , 
t h e y are male and female. A r e you consc ious ly , specif ically 
speaking to both sexes in every s e r m o n ? A r e you clearly a n d 
consis tent ly serving t h e text to b o t h m e n a n d w o m e n ? 

Let ' s k e e p go ing . Y o u can identi fy your people as they 
relate to the area o f marr iage a n d family. H e r e is a s u g g e s t e d 
list: 

children 
adopted 
divorced 
in-laws 
wives 
singles 
widowed 

mothers 
parents 
childless 
remarried 
sisters 
grandparents 

separated 
fathers 
husbands 
relatives 
engaged 
brothers 
single parents 

Every p e r s o n in y o u r congregat ion fits into a n u m b e r of 
these categor ies . T h e y are part of his or her l i fe-sett ing. 
Every t ime you preach , s ingle out o n e or m o r e of t h e s e 
categories a n d relate the text to those n e e d s . 

H e r e is a list that m o v e s into a n u m b e r of o ther 
categories : 

p o o r y o u n g adult sick 
j o g g e r hea l thy addicted 
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athlete retired failure 
black unemployed successful 
professional pastor minority 
student wealthy dying 
elderly Hispanic youth 
disabled career woman deacon 
self-employed teacher 

A s y o u prepare for a c o m i n g s e r m o n , let yo ur m i n d 
r o a m t h r o u g h you r congregat ion . T h e y o u n g p e o p l e usually 
sit n e a r the f ront on t h e left s ide . T h e y are a fun- loving g r o u p 
of fe l lows a n d gals . D o y o u u s e h u m o r n o w a n d t h e n in your 
s e r m o n ? I h o p e so , b e c a u s e t eenagers l ike to laugh, e v e n in 
church . 

S o m e o f t h e t eenagers a re athletes. Is there s o m e w a y 
y o u can tie the biblical text to w i n n i n g a n d los ing, playing 
first string or sitting o n the b e n c h , h igh scor ing versus hardly 
ever scor ing, submit t ing to t h e coach or " d o i n g yo ur o w n 
t h i n g , " los ing your t e m p e r ins tead of k e e p i n g y o u r cool , 
s t e w a r d s h i p of our physica l resources , acceptance of l imita
t ions? 

O u r four of fspr ing w e r e quite involved in jun ior h igh 
a n d h igh school sports . A u d r e y a n d I s o u g h t to integrate 
biblical pr inc iples wi th their athlet ic l i fe-set t ings , h o p i n g that 
our church w o u l d reinforce our m e s s a g e s to t h e m . It d idn ' t 
h a p p e n very of ten . 

C O N T E X T U A L I Z E Y O U R P E O P L E : 
W H E R E A R E T H E Y ? 

Y o u r p e o p l e live a n d w o r k in a variety of e n v i r o n m e n t s . 
Li fe-set t ing p r e a c h i n g s h o u l d p r e p a r e t h e m to h a n d l e t h e 
p r o b l e m s a n d the opportuni t ies w h e r e v e r t h e y f ind t h e m 
selves . H e r e is a sampl ing of e n v i r o n m e n t a l factors to w h i c h 
w e are e x p o s e d : 

politics pornography leisure 
taxes newspapers advertising 
inflation industry motor homes 
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f i tness w a r drugs 
educat ion technology m o v i e s 
hi jacking m a g a z i n e s e c o n o m i c s 
recreat ion television mater ia l ism 
aerobics nuc lear p o w e r pr isons 
b u s i n e s s h u m a n i s m nurs ing h o m e s 
u n i o n s sex j o b 
m o n e y femin ism vacat ions 
radio A I D S c o m p u t e r s 
dat ing m e d i c i n e art 
sc ience death birth 
sports credit abort ion 
author i ty p r e g n a n c y cr ime 
euthanas ia mus ic g o v e r n m e n t 
acc idents moral i ty terrorism 
hospi ta ls prost i tut ion homosexua l i ty 

space travel 

T h e list obvious ly could go o n in terminably . Every t ime 
w e turn a r o u n d , there is s o m e t h i n g n e w in our world to 
cha l lenge us . O f w h a t value is su£h a list to the preacher? 
Wel l , his ass igned task is to e q u i p p e o p l e " t o live self-
contro l led , upr ight and godly lives in this p r e s e n t a g e " (Titus 
2 :12) . T h e list a b o v e is a g o o d sampl ing of w h a t the Chris t ian 
has to face now in this p resent age . I l lustrat ions can c o m e 
f rom these areas . Appl icat ions can b e m a d e to these areas . 
Victories can be ga ined in these areas . 

N o w , with the s e r m o n in m i n d that y o u are prepar ing 
for next S u n d a y , let y o u r eyes r o a m up a n d d o w n the three 
c o l u m n s above . D o y o u see an area of obvious appl icat ion? 
D o s o m e of y o u r p e o p l e w o r k in o n e of t h e s e fields? H a s o n e 
of these topics b e e n p r o m i n e n t in the n e w s this w e e k ? H a v e 
y o u avoided o n e of these issues long e n o u g h ? 

Cons ider o n e category : advertising. Is there a c lever , 
subtle ad the media is current ly us ing to ent ice p e o p l e — y e s , 
e v e n yo ur p e o p l e — t o c o m p r o m i s e their values? T o s p e n d 
m o n e y they don ' t h a v e ? T o be more material ist ic? C o u l d this 
p a s s a g e of Scr ipture alert t h e m to the d a n g e r of c o m p r o m i s e ? 
D o e s it teach t h e m h o w to b e m o r e discerning? Are there any 
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in teres ted neutral f rustrated 
proud pess imist ic cha l lenged 
c o n f u s e d re joic ing apathet ic 
convic ted preoccupied threa tened 
surpr ised bored mot ivated 
peaceful skeptical afraid 
optimist ic accept ing c o m p a s s i o n a t e 
excited grieving guilty 
sobered suspic ious re jected 
inferior worr ied lonely 
h a p p y tired d e p r e s s e d 
a n g r y antagonis t ic t e m p t e d 

Let ' s d iscuss a few of t h e s e e m o t i o n s . M a n y people are 
interested in everything you say a n d in everyth ing the c h u r c h 
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other w a y s y o u could relate the truth of the text to the subtle 
decept ion of t h e ad? 

W h a t w e are saying is that w e n e e d to teach people 
h o w to evaluate commerc ia ls o n radio a n d T V , h o w to 
b r o w s e t h r o u g h n e w s p a p e r s a n d m a g a z i n e s , h o w to respond 
to half-price sa les , h o w to h a n d l e c o u p o n s a n d rebates , 
b e c a u s e that ' s w h e r e p e o p l e l i v e — i n an e n v i r o n m e n t that is 
supersa turated wi th a material ist ic s y s t e m that is n o t hearti ly 
in favor of self-control a n d upr ight a n d godly l iving. Y o u , the 
preacher , m a y b e the only anti-material ist ic voice they will 
hear crying in the wi lderness of advert is ing, w h i c h ubiqui
tously s u r r o u n d s t h e m a n d subt ly s e e k s to s e d u c e t h e m . 

A N A L Y Z E Y O U R P E O P L E : W H A T A R E 
T H E Y T H I N K I N G ? H O W A R E T H E Y F E E L I N G ? 

T h e t w o preceding sub jec ts tend to highl ight the 
interpersonal aspects of life: w h o a n d w h e r e our p e o p l e are , 
their roles a n d their re la t ionships . N o w w e m o v e inside a n d 
direct our a t tent ion to the zrcfrapersonal—the inner- l i fe-set
t ing of the p e o p l e in the congregat ion . H e r e are s o m e of the 
m e n t a l a n d emot iona l opt ions y o u r p e o p l e can br ing to 
church wi th t h e m . 
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does ; k e e p f a n n i n g their f lame. S o m e are interested in 
gaining k n o w l e d g e , but are not in teres ted in m a k i n g a 
c o m m i t m e n t ; a long with the data you del iver , chal lenge 
t h e m to a dec i s ion . A few are probably there u n d e r p r o t e s t — 
p e r h a p s a t e e n a g e r , sitt ing in si lent, sul len rebell ion against 
her parents w h o m a d e her c o m e , or an u n s a v e d s p o u s e 
w h o s e m a t e ca jo led h i m into a t tending . In e i ther case , yo ur 
task is to say and do th ings that will s t imulate interest in G o d 
a n d the g o s p e l . 

S o m e are confused. T h e y don ' t clearly u n d e r s t a n d w h a t 
it takes to b e a Chr is t ian , or they h a v e been talking with a 
m e m b e r of a cult w h o lives next d o o r . T h e y n e e d clear , 
specific t ruths re lated to their p e r s o n a l d i l e m m a s . Fur ther 
m o r e , t h e y n e e d to k n o w it is not w r o n g to b e confused ; it is 
w r o n g to stay c o n f u s e d . 

A f e w are grieving. Bill 's f iancée jus t b roke their 
e n g a g e m e n t . Sal ly 's m o t h e r has cancer . W e n d e l l got laid off . 
M a r t h a failed h e r driver 's l icense e x a m . S h o w yourse l f 
sensi t ive to these k i n d s of s i tuat ions a n d p e o p l e will n o t only 
c o m e to h e a r you preach , they will sit near the f ront ! 

Happiness is the p o s s e s s i o n of s o m e . T h e kids h a v e 
recovered f rom the ch icken p o x , Char l ie got a raise , P a m got 
a date , Hal got a t e n - s p e e d b i k e — a n d they are all in t h e 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g service , each so exci ted that they h a v e 
trouble concentra t ing o n your s e r m o n . You h a v e to m a k e 
t h e m believe that w h a t y o u have to say is m o r e impor tant 
a n d m o r e excit ing than a n y t h i n g e lse in all this wor ld , and/or 
y o u h a v e to relate their h a p p i n e s s to G o d a n d His W o r d . 

T h e s e are n o t only w o r d s that descr ibe w h e r e p e o p l e 
are ; they are w o r d s that indicate w h e r e people can a n d 
s h o u l d be . T h e p e r s o n w h o c o m e s to c h u r c h feel ing re jec ted 
s h o u l d leave feel ing a c c e p t e d . T h e e n v i o u s should go a w a y 
with a n e w level of c o n t e n t m e n t . T h e b o r e d should be 
c h a l l e n g e d . A n d b e c a u s e there are th ings in life that m a y 
a lways be boring ( such as pul l ing w e e d s or s w e e p i n g f loors) , 
the b o r e d should learn to c o p e with b o r e d o m . Let it not be a 
bor ing s e r m o n wi th w h i c h they h a v e to c o p e ! 

T h e s e are not only w o r d s that descr ibe the c o n g r e g a -

54 

http://www.servantofmessiah.org



Creatively Relating to the Life-Setting of the Congregation 

55 

t ion; t h e y m i g h t wel l descr ibe the p r e a c h e r . Ideally^ the m a n 
in the^_pjujj£i^sJTouki b e peaceful , m o t i v a t e d , conffHent, 
a c c e p t e d , a n d optimist ic . Realistically, h e m a y o n occas ion be 
c o n f u s e d , t h r e a t e n e d , worr ied , a n d t ired. T h i s is w h e r e 
o p e n n e s s can be p o w e r f u l , for this is w h e r e t h e t ransparent 
p r e a c h e r can funct ion , in H enr i N o u w e n ' s w o r d s , as " t h e 
w o u n d e d h e a l e r . " 1 It takes o n e to k n o w o n e , a n d to be o n e . 

N o o n e c o m e s to c h u r c h void of all t h o u g h t s a n d 
fee l ings . E v e r y o n e br ings certain p ieces of menta l a n d 
emot iona l b a g g a g e to the preach ing service . W e w o u l d like 
for the p e o p l e to c h e c k their bags at the d o o r a n d c o m e in 
e m p t y , ready a n d will ing to be filled. If that d o e s n ' t h a p p e n , 
w e w o u l d like to h a v e security c h e c k p o i n t s in the nar thex , 
a n d as each o n e w e n t through the s c a n n e r , w e w o u l d get a 
c o m p u t e r screen readout of the m e n t a l a n d emot iona l state 
of every individual . I n s t e a d , in t h e y c o m e , bags a n d all , a n d 
it t h e n b e c o m e s the a w e s o m e responsibi l i ty of the p r e a c h e r 
to he lp p e o p l e u n l o c k , u n z i p , u n p a c k , eva luate , a n d t h r o w 
a w a y or k e e p , repack , z ip , a n d lock. Y o u m a y w a n t to " b a g " 
this w h o l e i l lustration, b u t it is o n e w a y to picture the 
process of p r e a c h i n g . If, dur ing the w e e k , a lot of suit(able) 
case searching is go ing o n in t h e life of the p r e a c h e r a n d the 
p e o p l e , th ings will o p e n u p be t ter o n S u n d a y . 

W H A T T O D O W I T H L I F E - S E T T I N G D A T A 

W e h a v e d e v e l o p e d three ex tens ive l ists. T h e first 
identif ies t h e p e o p l e : w h o they are . T h e s e c o n d contextual -
izes the p e o p l e : w h e r e t h e y are . T h e third ana lyzes the 
p e o p l e : w h a t t h e y are th inking a n d feel ing. H o w can w e use 
this data? T y p e it all o n o n e p a g e , put t ing t h e appropr ia te 
w o r d lists u n d e r e a c h h e a d i n g . K e e p this s h e e t s o m e p l a c e in 
y o u r s tudy w h e r e it is a lways h a n d y for y o u to look a t — 
preferably w h e r e it is s tar ing y o u right in the face . A s y o u 
prepare y o u r m e s s a g e s , periodical ly g a z e a t this list, a sk ing 
yoursel f h o w y o u can relate this t ruth to in - laws , retired 
p e r s o n s , a c o m i n g e lec t ion , a n d s o o n . 

A s I gaze t h r o u g h t h e w o r d s o n these l ines , I th ink 
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a b o u t m y s e r m o n introduction. P e r h a p s there is s o m e antago
nism o n the part of y o u t h . T h e n I might start out wi th : " I t is 
quite poss ible that s o m e of y o u m a y not agree with w h a t I 
h a v e to say this m o r n i n g . . . so I ask all of y o u to p lease 
l isten carefully to the s e r m o n . . . . " O r , " Y o u ' v e h a d a g o o d 
w e e k . . . th ings w e n t well at h o m e a n d on the j o b . . . in a 
w o r d , y o u w e r e successful. W h y ? W h y did you s u c c e e d ? 
W h a t did you d o that m a d e y o u successful? Is there 
s o m e t h i n g basic a n d foundat ional to success? T h e W o r d of 
G o d provides insight into the a n s w e r to these ques t ions . 
O p e n your Bibles to . . . " In troduct ions can easily a n d of ten 
b e d r a w n from the l i fe-sett ings of the people in your c h u r c h . 
Glanc ing through these lists will provide the s t imulus y o u 
n e e d to deve lop m e a n i n g f u l a n d varied introduct ions . 

Y o u can also u s e these l i fe-sett ing lists to p r o m p t 
illustrations. For e x a m p l e , every p e r s o n falls into o n e of three 
c a t e g o r i e s — c h i l d r e n , y o u t h , or a d u l t s — a n d , to a greater or 
lesser extent , they are all aware of the o ther two categories 
b e s i d e s their o w n . S o i l lustrations f r o m the exper iences of 
adul ts , youth , a n d chi ldren o u g h t to b e d e v e l o p e d a n d u s e d 
f requent ly , b e c a u s e w h e n you d o this you get o n the 
w a v e l e n g t h of every p e r s o n in you r congregat ion . But 
r e m e m b e r , w e said earlier that our bias is toward w h i t e , 
middle -aged , m i d d l e - i n c o m e , s u b u r b a n m a l e s . To ba lance 
that , I s trongly sugges t that y o u also use p lenty of il lustra
t ions f rom a n d for t h e l ives of chi ldren, y o u t h , a n d w o m e n . 
Adul ts will a lways l isten to w h a t y o u say to a n d about their 
chi ldren a n d y o u n g p e o p l e . T h e reverse is not t rue . 

Contextual ize y o u r i l lustrat ions. If yo ur y o u t h are 
dat ing, i l lustrate f r o m boy-girl re la t ionships . If s o m e of yo ur 
m e n travel, i l lustrate f r o m the tempt ing m a g a z i n e s in the 
airport s h o p s . In the s u m m e r , i l lustrate f rom vacat ions . 
Deal ing with cheat ing? Il lustrate jus t before final e x a m s are 
g iven. D o you see m y point? T h e env i ronmenta l list is 
replete with s e r m o n il lustration potent ia l . S o is the 
thought/ fee l ing list. Y o u can illustrate wi th stories of sor row, 
a n g e r , h a p p i n e s s , a n d everything in b e t w e e n . T h a t ' s w h e r e 
p e o p l e live. Enr ich the text a n d enl ighten yo u r congregat ion 
with l i fe-centered i l lustrat ions. 
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H O W T O S E C U R E T H I S L I F E - S E T T I N G D A T A 

H o w d o w e get this k ind of b iographical informat ion 
about people that will cont inual ly appr ise us as to w h o they 
are , w h e r e they are , w h a t t h e y are th inking , h o w they are 
feel ing? H e r e are s o m e w a y s that w o r k for m e . Try t h e m on 
a n d see h o w they fit y o u . 

1. Visit your people in their h o m e s , schools , j o b s , a n d 
leisure pursui ts . T h e c h u r c h is your turf. T h o s e o ther 
places const i tute their turf. M e e t t h e m there . Talk with 
t h e m there . Th is is their wor ld . K n o w w h e r e they l ive, 
w h e r e they w o r k , w h e r e t h e y g o to school , w h a t their 
hobbies are . F ind out what is involved in the life of Ben , 
Carla , a n d the rest . 

2. A s k ques t ions . G o o d preachers k n o w h o w to ask ques 
t ions a n d l isten to the a n s w e r s . Learn f rom t h e m a n d 
about t h e m . Ernes t H e m i n g w a y said, " I h a v e n e v e r s p e n t 
an h o u r wi th a m a n that I cou ldn ' t write his b i o g r a p h y . " 
D e v e l o p this k ind of an insat iable appet i te for in format ion 
about p e o p l e . 

3. R e a d . Y o u can learn m u c h about the world in w h i c h y o u r 
p e o p l e live b y reading b o o k s a n d m a g a z i n e s . Business 
Week, Sports Illustrated, Psychology Today, Reader's Digest 
will provide all k inds of ins ights for re levant in troduc
t ions , i l lustrat ions, a n d appl icat ions . Dip into bes t sel lers , 
b o t h fiction a n d nonf ic t ion; f ind out w h y they are so 
popular . I k n o w — y o u can ' t afford all this reading 
material . S o u s e the public l ibrary. F ind out w h o reads in 
yo ur congregat ion , a n d b o r r o w from t h e m . I k n o w — y o u 
don ' t have t ime to read . M a k e t ime. I k n o w — y o u ' r e a 
s low reader . Take a rapid reading course . I k n o w — y o u 
read the n e w s p a p e r , Leadership, Christianity Today, a n d 
Moody Monthly. B r o a d e n your hor izons . 

4 . Lis ten to Nat ional Public Radio . W a t c h educat ional televi
s ion. Both these organizat ions d o s o m e f ine report ing 
j o u r n a l i s m , m o s t of the t ime in greater depth than regular 

http://www.servantofmessiah.org



CREATIVITY IN PREACHING 

58 

radio a n d T V stat ions . All Things Considered is a late 
a f ternoon p r o g r a m of N P R that provides excel lent e x p o 
sure to a broad range of n e w s . W i t h o u t commerc ia l s . 

5 . C o n s i d e r service c lubs: Rotary , K i w a n i s , the L ions , a n d so 
o n . If y o u j o i n , you have to ge t involved through b o t h 
regular a t t e n d a n c e a n d active service . W e e k l y p r o g r a m s 
e x p o s e you to w h a t ' s going o n in your c o m m u n i t y . If you 
don ' t c h o o s e to jo in , ask others w h o are m e m b e r s to take 
you n o w a n d then . 

6. T a k e a d v a n t a g e of opportuni t ies provided b y local col
leges a n d universi t ies . C o n t i n u i n g educat ion courses are 
a lways available. T h e y will enr ich your o w n life a n d yo ur 
ministry . Special lectures are o f ten he ld in di f ferent 
col leges , different d e p a r t m e n t s . E n c o u r a g e col lege s tu
dents in your church to let y o u k n o w w h e n special 
p r o g r a m s are s cheduled . 

7. A t t e n d profess ional seminars . I a lmost hesi tate to m e n 
tion these , s ince w e are s e m i n a r saturated to the point 
that local c h u r c h minis t ry is s o m e t h i n g w e do b e t w e e n 
seminars . But there are m a n y g o o d o n e s . C o n s i d e r 
invit ing s o m e of y o u r lay leaders to a t tend minis t ry 
s e m i n a r s with you . It will he lp to e q u i p t h e m , a n d it will 
he lp t h e m bet ter u n d e r s t a n d w h a t y o u d o . T h e n turn that 
a r o u n d a n d ask t h e m o n occas ion to take y o u to o n e of 
their profess ional m e e t i n g s or s e m i n a r s . It m a y he lp to 
s h a r p e n s o m e of your o w n skills , in t roduce you to n e w 
subjects a n d ideas , a n d increase y o u r u n d e r s t a n d i n g of 
the l i fe-sett ing of s o m e m e m b e r s of y o u r congregat ion . 

8. F o r m a s e r m o n preparat ion a n d evaluat ion t e a m . This is 
o n e of the m o s t product ive th ings I h a v e ever d o n e in m y 
pastoral minis try . F o r m a t e a m that is representat ive of 
yo u r c o n g r e g a t i o n — m a l e , f e m a l e , y o u n g , o ld , th inker , 
doer , tradit ional , c o n t e m p o r a r y , a n d so o n . Six to ten 
people w o u l d be a g o o d n u m b e r . A s k t h e m to m e e t with 
y o u for an h o u r a n d half in the middle of the w e e k for a 
per iod of o n e to three m o n t h s . 

http://www.servantofmessiah.org



Creatively Relating to the Life-Setting of the Congregation 

T H E P R E P A R A T I O N A N D E V A L U A T I O N T E A M 

T h e r e are t w o i tems o n the a g e n d a at a m i d w e e k 
s e r m o n preparat ion a n d evaluat ion m e e t i n g as s u g g e s t e d 
a b o v e . First , an evaluat ion of last S u n d a y ' s m e s s a g e . S e c o n d , 
preparat ion of n e x t S u n d a y ' s m e s s a g e . Evaluat ion d o e s n ' t 
c o m e easy . L a y p e o p l e are n o t u s e d to d o i n g it, are of ten not 
trained to d o it, a n d in s o m e ins tances d o n ' t th ink it should 
b e d o n e : the Lord ' s a n o i n t e d are not to b e t o u c h e d ! But wi th 
an o p e n n e s s o n the part of the rest of the t e a m , it can b e c o m e 
a very prof i table sess ion , wi th p l e n t y of posi t ive as well as 
s o m e negat ive feedback . 

H e l p in preparat ion g o e s like this : T h e pas tor shares the 
passage h e will b e us ing , g ives t h e m the genera l out l ine h e 
will fol low, a n d the overall thrust h e expec ts the m e s s a g e to 
h a v e . T h e t e a m m e m b e r s p o i n t out w h e r e t h e y n e e d a c learer 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g of the text; h o w t h e y see t h e t ruth apply ing to 
their l ives a n d the lives of their ch i ldren , their f r iends ; w a y s 
in w h i c h the t ruth could b e i l lustrated; a n d w h a t should b e 
e m p h a s i z e d . T h e results : a pas tor w h o starts prepar ing 
earlier, a g r o u p of laypeople w h o b e c o m e m o r e intel l igently 
involved in helping the pas tor d e v e l o p his s e r m o n , w h o listen 
intent ly o n S u n d a y m o r n i n g to see h o w h e and they are 
doing , a n d w h o evaluate b o t h s t rengths a n d w e a k n e s s e s in 
order to h e l p their pastor g r o w . 

A t t imes I h a v e g o n e t h r o u g h this p r o c e s s wi th adult 
a n d y o u t h S u n d a y school t eachers a n d tied the s e r m o n a n d 
S u n d a y school lesson together . O n occas ion I h a v e m e t 
immedia te ly af ter the m o r n i n g service wi th t h e t e a m for a n 
evaluat ion whi le th ings w e r e f resh in their m i n d s . I h a v e 
u s e d the ent i re m i d w e e k prayer a n d s tudy g r o u p as a 
preparat ion a n d evaluat ion t e a m . Y o u could u s e m e m b e r s of 
y o u r staff, m e m b e r s of your b o a r d , in terns , o r Bible col lege 
a n d s e m i n a r y s tudents to t e a m u p with y o u in this k ind of 
endeavor . It will m a k e y o u a bet ter p r e a c h e r , n o t only 
b e c a u s e y o u are ask ing for a n d receiving evaluat ion , but also 
because y o u are prepar ing y o u r s e r m o n s with p e o p l e as well 
as for p e o p l e . 2 
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IN S U M M A R Y 

N o b o d y " j u s t p r e a c h e s the W o r d . " W h e n you preach , 
y o u a lways p r e a c h the W o r d to people. T h e crucial ques t ion 
is, h o w wel l d o y o u k n o w p e o p l e ? This chapter h a s b e e n 
d e s i g n e d to r e m i n d y o u of various w a y s you can d e t e r m i n e 
a n d use the current l i fe-sett ings of the p e o p l e . R e m a i n i n g 
ever-sensi t ive to w h o they are , w h e r e t h e y are , w h a t t h e y are 
th inking , a n d h o w t h e y are feel ing will a l low us to scratch 
w h e r e t h e y itch. 
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Creatively Using 
the Life-Setting 
of the Preacher 

In the p r e c e d i n g chapters w e h a v e dealt wi th the l i fe-sett ing 
of the ancient biblical text a n d t h e l i fe-sett ing of t h e present -
day congregat ion . W h o l inks t h e text a n d the congregat ion 
together? T h e preacher . H o w d o e s h e d o it? With his own life-
setting. H e h a s o n e , y o u k n o w . Jus t b e c a u s e h e is o n his w a y 
to h e a v e n d o e s n ' t m e a n h e h a s c h e c k e d out of this wor ld . 
U p o n graduat ing f rom Bible col lege or s e m i n a r y , h e didn ' t 
h a v e to turn in his h u m a n i t y to receive his d ip loma. Every 
preacher br ings to the task of p r e a c h i n g his o w n persona l , 
u n i q u e l i fe-sett ing. W e n e e d to explore this c o n c e p t . 

Y O U R P E R S O N A L E N D O W M E N T S 

Y o u r sex , s ize , s h a p e , s t r e n g t h , coordinat ion , face , 
v o i c e — i n shor t , all of y o u r physical e n d o w m e n t s — m a k e 
y o u a h u m a n b e i n g similar to all o t h e r s . Ye t exper ience 
proves that n o b o d y looks , w a l k s , or talks exact ly like y o u . 
Y o u are a u n i q u e p e r s o n , recognizably dist inct f r o m all o ther 
h u m a n s . F u r t h e r m o r e , like o t h e r s , y o u h a v e a m i n d , e m o 
t ions , a n d will . But y o u d o n ' t th ink , feel , a n d act exactly like 
a n y o n e e lse , so o n c e again y o u m u s t regard yourse l f as 
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u n i q u e , with a personal i ty that is recognizably distinct f rom 
e v e r y o n e e lse . Final ly, y o u h a v e certain gifts a n d talents that 
m a k e it poss ible for y o u to d o certain th ings exceedingly 
wel l . O t h e r h u m a n be ings also h a v e skills, e v e n s o m e of the 
s a m e o n e s y o u h a v e , but each p e r s o n packages a n d del ivers 
these skills in a n d t h r o u g h u n i q u e individuali t ies . Y o u are a 
c u s t o m - m a d e p e r s o n . 

C u s t o m - m a d e b y w h o m ? Ult imately , b y G o d . " I t is h e 
w h o m a d e u s , " said the psalmist (100:3) . Dav id personal izes 
a n d localizes G o d ' s creative h a n d i w o r k : " F o r y o u created m y 
i n m o s t being; you knit m e together in m y m o t h e r ' s 
w o m b . . . . I a m fearfully and wonder fu l ly m a d e ; your w o r k s 
are w o n d e r f u l , I k n o w that full w e l l " ( 1 3 9 : 1 3 - 1 4 ) . Isaiah 
c o m e s to the s a m e conclus ion : " W e are the clay, y o u are the 
potter ; w e are all the w o r k of your h a n d " (64:8) . T o a n y 
dissat isf ied wi th the divine des ign in u s , Isaiah i ssues a 
s o l e m n w a r n i n g : " W o e to h im w h o quarrels wi th his M a k e r " 
(45 :9) . T h e clay d o e s n o t talk back to the Potter . 

M o s e s e x p a n d s our concept of cus tomiz ing wi th t h e 
revelat ion that G o d gave the Israelite c ra f t smen all t h e skills 
n e e d e d to bui ld the tabernacle (Exod. 3 1 : 1 - 6 ) . A n d of 
c o u r s e , the gifts of the Spirit , w h i c h all bel ievers p o s s e s s , are 
n o t the result of our choice or of m e r e c h a n c e . T h e Holy 
Spirit " g i v e s t h e m to each o n e , jus t as h e d e t e r m i n e s " 
(1 Cor . 12 :11) . 

Y o u r physical b e i n g , the c o m p o n e n t s of yo u r persona l 
ity, y o u r ta lents a n d gifts all c o m b i n e to m a k e y o u a u n i q u e 
p e r s o n . B e h i n d your u n i q u e n e s s is a sovere ign , creat ive 
G o d . H e h a s an infinite n u m b e r of pat terns to c h o o s e f r o m . 
W h e n H e m a d e y o u , H e c h o s e o n e H e h a d n e v e r u s e d 
be fore ; w h e n H e f in ished y o u , H e ret ired the pat tern . T h e r e 
n e v e r h a s b e e n o n e exactly like y o u . T h e r e will n e v e r b e 
a n o t h e r exactly like y o u . Y o u are o n e of a k i n d . 1 

Y O U R R E S P O N S E T O Y O U R E N D O W M E N T S 

Get in c lose touch wi th your G o d - o r d a i n e d u n i q u e n e s s . 
Discover a n d d e v e l o p your G o d - g i v e n s t rengths . Ident i fy 
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a n d accept your God-al lowed l imitat ions. F ind out w h o you 
are physical ly , mental ly, emot ional ly , a n d volit ionally. D e 
termine w h a t y o u can do wi th your talents a n d gifts . As you 
discover a n d develop you r u n i q u e n e s s as a person, realize 
that you are also discovering a n d deve loping y o u r unique
n e s s as a preacher. There is only o n e p e r s o n like y o u . T h u s 
there is only o n e preacher like y o u . Y o u r obl igat ion is to f ind 
out w h o y o u are and t h e n be yourse l f to the full , with 
exce l lence . 

Y o u will discover th ings about yoursel f that y o u wish 
w e r e dif ferent . S o m e you can c h a n g e , s o m e y o u can ' t . Y o u 
m a y wish y o u w e r e taller, but you aren ' t a n d n e v e r will b e . 
Accept yoursel f at 5 ' 6 " a n d lower the pulpit or s tand o n a 
stool . Y o u long for a mel l i f luous b a s s voice , but y o u r vocal 
cords opera te to deliver a h igh-p i t ched , sl ightly raspy t o n e . 
Voice l e s s o n s m a y he lp , but y o u will probably h a v e to settle 
for s o m e t h i n g less than bass , un less y o u can live wi th a low-
level cold for t h e rest of your minis try ! Y o u wish y o u could 
probe d e e p e r in your s tudy of the W o r d , but y o u ' r e jus t not 
as analytic as o thers y o u k n o w . H o w e v e r , y o u del ight in 
s y n t h e s i z i n g — t h a t is , put t ing ideas toge ther so t h e y form an 
u n d e r s t a n d a b l e w h o l e . G o d h a s f a s h i o n e d y o u as H e w a n t e d 
y o u to b e fash ioned . D o n ' t quarrel wi th y o u r M a k e r . 
C o o p e j ^ t e ^ v ^ ^ J T i m . 

M a n y t l u n g s can b e Changed. Y o u r teeth are crooked? 
A n or thodont i s t can he lp . H a v e a s h o u l d e r s l u m p ? S t a n d u p 
straight. Y o u l isp? S e e a s p e e c h therapis t . H a v e a facial tic or 
b o d y twitch? C o n s u l t a phys ic ian or psychologis t . A m o l e o n 
your ch in? Try a dermato logis t . T e n d to b e so f t - spoken? 
Learn to pro jec t y o u r voice , a n d turn u p t h e v o l u m e o n the 
P A s y s t e m . Carry ing too m u c h w e i g h t ? Eat less a n d exercise 
m o r e . Co lor b l ind? H a v e y o u r wife c h o o s e y o u r t ies . Put 
y o u r h a n d in y o u r pocke t w h e n y o u p r e a c h ? S e w t h e pocket 
shut . T o o m a n y " y o u k n o w s " a n d " u h s " ? Lis ten to yourse l f 
o n tape . H a v e s o m e o n e c o u n t t h e m for y o u . E x p u n g e the 
major i ty of these, " f i l l e r " w o r d s f r o m your s p e a k i n g . Y o u 
k n o w , y o u d o n ' t h a v e to say t h e m , y o u k n o w . U h . . . ya 
k n o w w h a t t a m e a n ? 
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Even w h e n y o u c h a n g e m a n y of these k inds of 
id iosyncras ies , you will still be the unique y o u . This u n i q u e 
y o u is o n e m a j o r part of your l i fe-sett ing. W h a t y o u h a v e 
b e e n e n d o w e d w i t h , y o u preach wi th . Watch out for t h e 
copy-cat mental i ty that pressures y o u to b e like s o m e o n e 
e lse . T h e other g u y a p p e a r s to b e popular and successful , 
a n d h e well m a y b e , but there is o n l y o n e p e r s o n in all this 
world exactly l ike h i m — t h a t ' s h e . You can ' t b e his c lone . 
D o n ' t try to b e . Be your G o d - o r d a i n e d self. Y o u r inherent , 
intrinsic characterist ics a n d qualit ies are w h a t m a k e y o u y o u . 
Stay consis tent ly a n d clearly in touch with w h o you are a n d 
w h a t y o u can a n d can ' t d o . In o t h e r w o r d s , discover yo ur 
o w n personal equat ion : J o h n Jones = a + b + c - d . Y o u r 
l i fe-sett ing is n o t jus t where y o u are , it is a lso who y o u are , 
a n d w h o y o u are will s ignificantly inf luence how you prepare 
a n d preach . 

Y O U R P E R S O N A L E X P E R I E N C E S 

Y o u r persona] e n d o w m e n t s are t h e i n h e r e n t character
ist ics, quali t ies , a n d apt i tudes that G o d has b e s t o w e d o n 
y o u . Y o u r p e r s o n a l exper iences are t h e events that h a p p e n in 
y o u r life. W e k n o w that all these e v e n t s are a part of G o d ' s 
sovere ign plan for u s . W h a t w e m a y classify as g o o d a n d b a d 
ul t imately all w o r k toge ther for o u r g o o d ( R o m . 8 :28) . 
S o l o m o n listed twenty-e ight di f ferent h u m a n exper iences , 
four teen of t h e m posi t ive , four teen of t h e m negat ive , at least 
f r o m o u r s tandpoint . Ye t f rom his inspired perspect ive h e 
w e n t o n to classify all twenty-e ight of t h e m as " b e a u t i f u l " 
(Eccl. 3 : 1 - 1 1 ) . 

Paul speaks to the s a m e c o n c e p t w h e n h e declares that 
G o d " w o r k s out everyth ing in conformi ty with the p u r p o s e 
o f his w i l l " (Eph . 1:11). Each a n d every exper ience in life is a 
part of G o d ' s p u r p o s e a n d plan. It is for yo ur learning a n d 
His glory. All these divinely a r ranged exper iences const i tute 
y o u r l i fe-sett ing, f r o m birth to d e a t h . T h e " y o u " that 
preaches is the " y o u " that w a s b o r n , raised, fed, c lo thed , 
s p a n k e d , e d u c a t e d , hurt , e m p l o y e d , marr ied, m i s u n d e r -
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s tood, h o n o r e d — a n d all t h e myriad o ther experiences that 
m a k e y o u an authent ic m e m b e r of the h u m a n race. All the 
exper iences y o u h a v e had a n d will have a r e potential bridges 
l inking the text to the congregat ion and t h e congregation to 
t h e text. Le t ' s explore this bridging opera t ion . 

Y O U R U S E O F Y O U R E X P E R I E N C E S 

1. R e m e m b e r i n g Your P a s t 

T w o things you can b e sure of. You h a d many, many 
exper iences whi le y o u w e r e growing up t h a t are common to 
e v e r y o n e e l se . At the s a m e t i m e , you had s o m e experiences 
u n i q u e to y o u . All these exper iences can b e u s e d to enhance 
your preach ing . O n e of the bas ic problems is that you have 
forgot ten m u c h of these da ta . They are pi led up in the 
various s torerooms of your m i n d , and m a n y of the doors are 
shut , s o m e e v e n locked. W h a t to do? Star t writing your 
autob iography . Not a formal , fancy t rea tment of your life, 
but a l ist ing o f_ Jhe__yar iaus—things-4h* t - y o u remember 
h a p p e n i n g a l o n g j h e ^ j w a y , K e e p this list h a n d y , andjjyery 
t ime you th ink of a n o t h e r exper ience , w r i t e . i l down. Here 
are s o m e th ings f rom m y list (most I r e m e m b e r , some my 
parents told m e about) : 

Born in Prescott, the mile-high city of Arizona 
Hospital I was born in burned down shortly thereaf

ter 
Remember going down steep, snow-covered hill on 

sled in winter 
Big bonfires at top and bottom of sledding hill 
Played under the ironing board and it collapsed on 

me 
Fell out of our moving car when I was four—not hurt 

badly 
Used to watch Dad shovel coal into the basement 

furnace 
Stuffed leaves way up both nostrils—had to go to 

the doctor 
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Played with Tommy who lived next door 
Had difficulty learning to ride bike, kept running 

into the wall 
Rode a school bus to kindergarten 
Hit a kid over the head with my chocolate milk bottle 

on the school bus 
Some older kids pushed me into a trench and 

wouldn't let me out till supper 
Fell out of bed and hurt my back on my mucilage 

bottle 
Had one sister, three years younger than I 
Got sick and had to come home and take a nap every 

day in third grade 
Shattered my parents' bedroom window with my BB 

gun 
Had a crush on Prina Stanley in fourth grade 
Member of a gang that harassed kids who weren't for 

Franklin D. Roosevelt in fifth grade 

T h e s e inc idents are a m e r e b e g i n n i n g . I use these k inds 
of persona l v ignet tes primari ly for i l lustrations a n d appl ica
t ions . T h e s e ch i ldhood l i fe-sett ings will capture the a t tent ion 
of every p e r s o n in y o u r congregat ion , y o u n g a n d old . 

W h a t I a m sugges t ing is that y o u d e v e l o p a similar list 
of yo u r o w n ch i ldhood e x p e r i e n c e s — a list that y o u can look 
at a s y o u prepare your s e r m o n s , a n d a list that y o u c a n a d d 
to a long the w a y as o t h e r events c o m e to m i n d . Just as G o d 
h a s unique ly e n d o w e d each of u s , so H e h a s given each of us 
a u n i q u e set of g r o w i n g - u p e x p e r i e n c e s . 

Next m o v e into y o u r t e e n a g e years . Record s o m e of t h e 
exper iences y o u h a d at h o m e with parents , b ro thers a n d 
s is ters , o ther re lat ives , a n d f r iends . List all the dif ferent 
places you w e n t o n family vacat ions . Jo t d o w n the n a m e s of 
t h e teachers y o u r e m e m b e r , the sub jec ts y o u took, t h e t e a m s 
y o u played o n , the e m b a r r a s s i n g m o m e n t s you a g o n i z e d 
t h r o u g h , highl ights of y o u r boy-gir l re la t ionships , hi lar ious 
t h i n g s that h a p p e n e d to y o u , w a y s a n d m e a n s y o u w e r e 
disc ipl ined, h o n o r s a n d a w a r d s y o u rece ived , w h e t h e r y o u 
w e r e an introvert or a n extrovert , a leader or a fo l lower , 
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washed windows 
stock clerk 
picked acorns 
drove a tractor 
mowed lawns 
milked cows 
camp counselor 

picked cotton 
trained horses 
swept floors 
sales clerk 
baling hay 
night irrigator 
dynamite blasting 

worked on ranch 
cleaned test tubes 
cleaned stables 
built fences 
delivery boy 
drove a truck 
worked for 

veterinarian 

A w e a l t h of i l lustrat ions a n d appl icat ions is b o u n d u p 
in all t h e s e part - t ime j o b s . T h e y will he lp y o u recognize h o w 
var ied y o u r exper ience is , a n d it will alert yo ur l i s teners to 
the fact that y o u h a v e d o n e s o m e t h i n g b e s i d e s preach . 

Natural ly y o u w o u l d w a n t to trace y o u r spiritual 
p i lgr image t h r o u g h y o u r c h i l d h o o d a n d t e e n a g e years . Did 
y o u g r o w u p in a Chris t ian h o m e ? W a s c h u r c h a vital part of 
you r earlier years? Did y o u r u n a r o u n d wi th Christ ian 
fr iends? W h e n did y o u b e c o m e a Chris t ian? Did y o u pray? 
R e a d y o u r Bible? Did y o u e v e r ge t in big trouble? Did y o u 
a t tend Chris t ian_or public s choo ls? Did y o u u s e profanity? 
D r u g s ? .Tobacco? Alcohol? W h a t k ind jof s e x u a l t empta t ions 
did y o u s truggTe~with?^Vnat p e o p l e w e r e posi t iye/negat ive 
role m o d e l s for y o u ? W e r e y o u rebel l ious? Did y o u e v e r r u n 
a w a y f r o m h o m e ? Did y o u e v e r w a n t to? W h a t k inds of 
th ings d o m i n a t e d y o u r l i f e — s p o r t s , j o b , girlfr iend or boy
fr iend, cars , m u s i c , hobbies? 

I s tress wri t ing these th ings d o w n , b e c a u s e y o u w o n ' t 
r e m e m b e r all o f t h e m w h e n y o u are put t ing a s e r m o n 
together . If y o u h a v e a list, y o u can quickly p e r u s e it a n d 
pick out s o m e t h i n g that ties r ight in wi th y o u r m e s s a g e . 

A w o r d to t h o s e w h o w a n t to forget their past , 
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intel l igent or not so , all t h e h o b b i e s you h a d , gregar ious or a 
loner , s h y or outgo ing . In o t h e r w o r d s , beg in to r e m e m b e r 
a n d wri te d o w n s o m e of t h e specif ic , in tense ly personal 
details of y o u r y o u t h . 

H e r e is a ca tegory y o u w o n ' t w a n t to leave out : all t h e 
jobs y o u h a d whi le you w e r e growing u p . H e r e ' s m y list: 
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especial ly w h e n it conta ins a lot of gross sin: Y o u w o u l d 
rather not t h i n k about it or talk a b o u t it. You w o u l d like to 
b u r y it o n c e a n d for all. In the w o r d s of Paul , you w o u l d like 
to forget the past a n d focus o n the future (Phil . 3 : 1 2 - 1 4 ) . 
Certa inly that is a w o r t h y goal , but r e m e m b e r also that G o d 
a l lowed y o u to h a v e those varied exper iences in yo ur 
b a c k g r o u n d a n d m a y want to use you to warn o thers . 
Ins ights f rom your exper ience can b e powerfu l persuaders to 
he lp y o u n g p e o p l e avoid those s ins or extract t he m se lv es 
f rom t h e m . Y o u n e e d not parade your past in front of 
p e o p l e , but y o u s h o u l d not h ide it e i ther . 

I a lso f ind that unique ly ta lented people w h o get saved 
of ten w a n t to walk a w a y from their field of expert ise b e c a u s e 
they used it in a secular , non-Chr is t ian context . For ins tance , 
t h e bril l iant t r u m p e t player w h o m e e t s Christ a n d dec ides to 
go into the minis t ry . His t rumpet b e c o m e s a s y m b o l of his 
pre-sa lvat ion d a y s — w i t h all their sin a n d se l f -centered-
n e s s — a n d t h u s h e w a n t s to put it a w a y a n d close that 
c h a p t e r o f h i s l i fe. A s a result , a lot of talent will not b e u s e d 
for t h e glory of the G o d w h o b e s t o w e d it. 

2. Reveal ing Y o u r Present 

W e h a v e b e e n urg ing you to dig into yo ur past a n d u s e 
it in yo ur p r e a c h i n g . It will d o w o n d e r s to h e l p y o u 
authent i ca te y o u r h u m a n i t y and val idate yo u r credibil ity. It 
is a natural w a y of us ing your past l i fe-sett ing to creatively 
c o m m u n i c a t e truth to people . A n o t h e r important d i m e n s i o n 
of y o u r l i fe-sett ing is you r immedia te p r e s e n t , that is , w h a t is 
h a p p e n i n g n o w in y o u r life. 

It is eas ier to capture and record our present exper ience 
t h a n it is to r e m e m b e r our past . Past exper iences have a w a y 
of s l ipping a w a y from us . H o w e v e r , it is probably harder to 
revea l to o t h e r s w h a t is h a p p e n i n g right n o w in our lives 
t h a n it is to tell w h a t h a p p e n e d w a y back w h e n . Yet 
e v e r y b o d y else h a s a present l i fe-sett ing with w h i c h they are 
h a v i n g to de#l . W h y not us? W h a t is h a p p e n i n g n o w in y o u r 
marriage? W h a t n e w things are you learning about marr iage 
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in genera l , your par tner a n d y o u in particular? W h e n do you 
find t ime in your b u s y schedules to talk? W h a t is fairly easy 
to talk about , a n d w h a t is m o r e difficult? W h a t are your 
di f ferences? Are you current ly w o r k i n g o n a n y goals in yo u r 
marr iage? D o y o u m a k e yourse lves accountable to each other 
wi th regard to these goals? A n y accountabi l i ty to a third 
party, a n o t h e r couple , a small g r o u p , or the entire congrega
t ion? W h a t creates p r o b l e m s in y o u r marr iage? W h a t helps to 
solve the prob lems? 

If y o u se ldom or n e v e r say a n y t h i n g f rom the pulpit 
about y o u r marr iage , w h a t m e s s a g e s m a y you b e convey ing? 
That it is not important . T h a t it is n o n e of their bus iness . 
That everyth ing is jus t great . T h a t there are p r o b l e m s , but 
you w o n ' t say a n y t h i n g a b o u t t h e m . That the w h o l e subject 
is too int imate to b e d iscussed publicly. Th is last s ta tement is 
probably the c l incher . W e s truggle wi th h o w to deal with 
int imate i ssues in our p r e a c h i n g a n d usual ly opt for si lence 
or superficial ity. If w e do dec ide to deal wi th t h e int imate 
i ssues , w e still t end to say little or n o t h i n g about ourse lves in 
relation to t h e i s sue . 

If y o u are marr ied , y o u h a v e a marital l i fe-sett ing jus t as 
all the marr ied couples in y o u r congregat ion d o . T h e only 
w a y y o u can really c o n n e c t wi th t h e m is to m e n t i o n yo u r 
marr iage as wel l as theirs . D o it discreet ly a n d wi th dignity. 
D o it o p e n l y a n d hones t ly , yet sensi t ively a n d appropriate ly . 
D o it n o t to e m b a r r a s s , b u t to edify. K e e p it in ba lance . 
P r e s e n t the posi t ive ( c h a n g e s , p r o g r e s s , victories) as well as 
the negat ive (s truggles , f rustrat ions , fai lures) . 

W h a t is h a p p e n i n g n o w in y o u r family? H o w old are 
y o u r chi ldren? H o w are they dif ferent f rom each o t h e r a n d 
f rom their p a r e n t s ? H o w are t h e y similar to M o m a n d D a d ? 
H o w d o t h e y like school , c h u r c h , spor ts , or m u s i c ? D o they 
f ight? W h i n e ? Res is t? Forget? Rebel? Sulk? S c r e a m ? Every
b o d y e lse ' s kids d o , h o w c o m e y o u r s d o n ' t ? O h , they d o , 
y o u say. Wel l , h o w c o m e y o u n e v e r m e n t i o n it f rom the 
pulpit? Because d o w n in the i n n e r recesses of yo ur be ing 
there is a little voice cal led " e g o " a n d w h e n e v e r y o u are 
t e m p t e d to admit that your of fspring are n o r m a l , at t imes 
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s u b n o r m a l , y o u r e g o w h i s p e r s , " D o n ' t tell ' e m , preacher ; 
they desperate ly n e e d s o m e o n e to look up to , a n d for such a 
t ime as this , y o u ' r e the m a n . " T h e m a s k is put in p lace . 

W h a t about y o u r parental behavior in the h o m e ? A r e 
you cons is tent in es tabl ishing a n d enforc ing the rules? Are 
you a n d yo ur wife a p a r e n t i n g t e a m ? D o e s M o m d o the 
threa ten ing whi le D a d does the thrashing? Are y o u so 
caught u p in trying to counteract your o w n family back
g r o u n d that you h a v e s w u n g past the m i d p o i n t a n d g o n e to 
the o t h e r ex t reme? W o u l d you dare b r e a t h e a word of this to 
your congregat ion , or are you lett ing t h e ego convince you 
that y o u s h o u l d k e e p quiet about your family affairs until 
you h a v e yo u r p a r e n t i n g act together . T h e n y o u will tell all. 
T h e m a s k r e m a i n s in p l a c e — t o the detr iment of e v e r y o n e . 

W h a t is h a p p e n i n g in you? P lenty . All w e e k long y o u 
h a v e b e e n b u s y in the minis t ry . B u s y s tudying . B u s y wri t ing . 
B u s y talking. B u s y l i s tening. B u s y praying. Busy he lp ing . 
B u s y counse l ing . Y o u h a v e h a d to c o p e wi th fai lure, 
frustrat ion, a bit of d e p r e s s i o n , s o m e a n g e r , cri t icism, a n d 
inadequac ies . A t t h e s a m e t ime y o u h a v e h e l p e d three 
p e o p l e c o m e to k n o w Chris t as their L o r d a n d Savior . T h e 
m o n t h l y board m e e t i n g w e n t s m o o t h l y . Congregat iona l 
g iv ing is u p . Y o u r s e r m o n out l ine je l led o n T u e s d a y . T h a t 
n o t e of apprec iat ion c a m e in the mail o n T h u r s d a y . N o w it is 
S u n d a y m o r n i n g . In a f e w m o m e n t s y o u will s tep to the 
pulpit a n d p r e a c h . Y o u h a v e d o n e your h o m e w o r k — y o u 
k n o w what y o u are g o i n g to preach . Y o u h a v e b e e n wi th y o u r 
p e o p l e — y o u k n o w to whom y o u are go ing to preach . Y o u r 
text is 1 Cor in th ians 1 2 : 2 5 - 2 6 : 

. . . so that there should be no division in the body, 
but that its parts should have equal concern for each 
other. If one part suffers, every part suffers with it; if 
one part is honored, every part rejoices with it. 

In yo u r s e r m o n y o u point out that this text is us ing the 
h u m a n b o d y to i l lustrate h o w the spiritual b o d y , the c h u r c h , 
should funct ion . P e o p l e in the c h u r c h s h o u l d h a v e mutua l 
c o n c e r n for e a c h o ther . T h a t is t h e principle in verse 2 5 . 
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T w o specif ic implicat ions or i l lustrations are g iven in 
verse 26 . If a m e m b e r of the c h u r c h is suf fer ing , all the other 
m e m b e r s of t h e church s h o u l d suffer wi th that o n e , a n d if a 
m e m b e r is h o n o r e d , all the o t h e r m e m b e r s should re joice 
wi th that o n e . T h a t is the w a y a h e a l t h y h u m a n b o d y 
funct ions . If there is p leasure in the taste b u d s , the w h o l e 
b o d y licks its l ips. T h a t ' s a s s u m i n g there is a hea l thy 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n s y s t e m operat ing in t h e h u m a n b o d y . T h e 
s a m e o u g h t to b e true in the church . If there are o p e n , 
h o n e s t re la t ionships in the local c h u r c h , t h e n n o o n e suffers 
a lone a n d n o o n e re joices a l o n e . 

At this po int y o u relate this truth to t h e l i fe-sett ing of 
yo ur congregat ion b y m e n t i o n i n g the fact that Fred Mart in 
got laid off f r o m his j o b last w e e k a n d their third b a b y is d u e 
in a m o n t h . T h e Mart ins are h u r t i n g — a n d the ent ire b o d y is 
go ing to h e l p t h e m bear the b u r d e n . Y o u also a n n o u n c e that 
J o d y Bird a n d C h e t Jordan h a v e jus t b e c o m e e n g a g e d a n d 
will b e marr ied s o o n . T h e i n f o r m e d b o d y re jo ices wi th J o d y 
a n d C h e t . In t h e c o m i n g w e e k s , m a n y m e m b e r s will b e 
involved in he lp ing this y o u n g couple prepare for the 
w e d d i n g a n d marr ied life. 

N o w c o m e s a crucial m o m e n t in y o u r s e r m o n . Y o u 
h a v e s t ruggled all w e e k wi th t h e idea of shar ing s o m e t h i n g 
f rom y o u r o w n l i f e - s e t t i n g — a m a t t e r of suf fer ing, a mat ter of 
re joic ing. Y o u r internal d ia logue h a s g o n e like this : 

" T h e t ru ths of this p a s s a g e apply to all m e m b e r s of the 
b o d y , pas tors i n c l u d e d . " 

" I k n o w that , b u t at t h e s a m e t ime I a m to b e o n e they 
look u p to , a leader w h o is m o r e t h a n a c o n q u e r o r , o n e w h o 
should b e m a s t e r i n g the p r o b l e m s of life o n a day- to-day 
b a s i s . " 

" O k a y , t h e n tell t h e m all a b o u t these daily v i c tor ies . " 

" W e l l , a s a mat ter o f fact , I h a v e a d a y of defeat n o w 
a n d t h e n . " 
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"Te l l t h e m about that t o o . " 

" I ' m afraid they will lose conf idence in m e if I share a 
p e r s o n a l p r o b l e m f rom the p u l p i t . " 

" A n d I 'm afraid that I'll c o m e across as boas t ing , if I 
s h a r e an area of s u c c e s s . " 

" S o y o u w a n t to be o n e of t h o s e middle-of - the-road 
m i n i s t e r s — n i c e , neat , a n d neutral , a cool d u d e w h o c o n v e y s 
to e v e r y o n e that y o u ' v e got your act t o g e t h e r . " 

" N o , I w o u l d really like to be appropriate ly h o n e s t 
a b o u t s o m e of t h e posi t ives a n d negat ives in m y life, but 
f rankly , I 'm afraid to try i t . " 

But y o u d id ! Y o u m e n t i o n e d that you constant ly 
s t ruggle wi th the p r o b l e m of d o i n g th ings at the last 
m o m e n t , a n d asked your people to pray for you a n d ho ld 
y o u accountable . T h e n y o u took a f e w m o m e n t s a n d detai led 
a c o u p l e of things you did last w e e k to bui ld yo ur relat ion
s h i p with y o u r wife a n d chi ldren. A s a result of these two 
unve i l ings , yo ur credibility as a p e r s o n , pas tor , a n d p r e a c h e r 
is on the r i s e . 2 

3 . Projecting Into the Future 

W e h a v e talked a b o u t r e m e m b e r i n g y o u r past a n d 
reveal ing your present . Do ing these a l lows y o u to creat ively 
u s e yo u r l ife-setting in your preach ing . T h e r e is o n e m o r e 
d i m e n s i o n to your l ife-setting that n e e d s at tent ion. It is the 
future . 

W e all like to th ink a n d plan a h e a d . W e look forward to 
T h a n k s g i v i n g , then C h r i s t m a s , t h e n N e w Y e a r ' s , t h e n spr ing 
break , t h e n s u m m e r vacat ion. W e antic ipate events such as 
b i r thdays , anniversar ies , graduat ion , buying a n e w car , 
taking a trip, adding a r o o m to the h o u s e , adding a b a b y to 
the family, a n d so o n . T h o u g h e a r t h b o u n d a n d t ime-con
stra ined, w e have b e e n given the ability b y G o d to th ink 
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b e y o n d t h e h e r e , b e y o n d the n o w . S o w e d r e a m d r e a m s a n d 
set g o a l s — f o r t o m o r r o w , next w e e k , next m o n t h , next year . 
W e pro ject ourse lves , our minis tr ies , our c h u r c h e s , into the 
future . W h y ? 

B e c a u s e the just are to live b y faith, a n d faith has to do 
with w h a t w e h o p e for, ye t w h a t w e d o not see (Heb . 11:1). If 
you h a v e the gift of faith, t h e n you are e n d o w e d with the 
u n i q u e , G o d - g i v e n ability to envis ion w h a t n e e d s to be d o n e ; 
w h a t can b e d o n e . G o d h a s b e s t o w e d o n you the capaci ty to 
c o m b i n e ins ight a n d foresight . Y o u h a v e the virtues of a 
fanatic , wi thout the vices . S u c h a gift t ends to m a k e y o u a 
futurist . A signif icant aspect of y o u r l i fe-sett ing is prophet ic . 
A s y o u link the text of Scr ipture to the congregat ion , y o u are 
n o t d o i n g it j u s t to in form t h e m , but a lso to mot iva te a n d 
mobi l ize t h e m with re ference to w h a t G o d can a n d will d o in 
the f u t u r e — t h e future of their c h u r c h a n d their l ives. 

E v e n if y o u d o n ' t p o s s e s s the gift o f faith, you are still 
obl igated to b e c o m p e t e n t in be l ieving, for w i t h o u t faith it is 
imposs ib le to p lease G o d ( H e b . 11:6; cf. Mat t . 6:30; Gal . 3 :11 ; 
Col . 2 : 6 - 7 ) . T h u s , a n y and all p r e a c h e r s s h o u l d b e p e r s o n s of 
faith, p e r s o n s w h o are cons tant ly e x t e n d i n g their l i fe-setting 
into the fu ture . S o let your p e o p l e in o n w h a t y o u see G o d 
d o i n g in y o u r life a n d the i rs in t h e c o m i n g d a y s . W h a t 
character qualit ies d o y o u w a n t to deve lop? W h a t w e a k 
n e s s e s d o y o u w a n t to s t r e n g t h e n ? W h a t skills d o you w a n t 
to s h a r p e n a n d ref ine? W h a t habits of ho l iness d o y o u w a n t 
to inculcate? 

In w h a t direct ion do y o u see the church go ing? W h a t 
n e w p r o g r a m s d o you see n e e d e d ? W h a t staff n e e d s are y o u 
pro jec t ing? W h e r e do you w a n t to p lant a n e w c h u r c h ? W h a t 
target g r o u p s s h o u l d b e evange l ized? W h a t numerica l 
g r o w t h are y o u a iming for? It w o n ' t all b e posi t ive. Fai th s e e s 
w h a t G o d can d o in us a n d t h r o u g h us . Faith also s e e s what 
can h a p p e n if w e remain ignorant or c o n t i n u e to d isobey 
G o d . T h e p r e a c h e r m u s t w a r n as well as c o m m a n d a n d 
chal lenge . H e m u s t share his b u r d e n s a n d fears as wel l as his 
aspirat ions . 

It 's r isky to d r e a m out loud. Y o u will rece ive criticism 
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a n d re ject ion. T h e r e m a y be n o n c h a l a n c e a n d a p a t h y that 
will s lowly deflate y o u r ego a n d e n t h u s i a s m . T h e r e can b e 
p r e m a t u r e c o m m i t m e n t , w h e r e p e o p l e j u m p o n yo ur b a n d 
w a g o n for a whi le a n d t h e n slide off w h e n t h e road gets 
r o u g h a n d y o u aren ' t looking. S h a r e y o u r b u r d e n s a n d yo ur 
v is ions . In t roduce t h e m slowly. Expla in t h e m careful ly . Be 
pers is tent w i t h o u t b e i n g o b n o x i o u s . B e pat ient w i t h o u t 
get t ing d e p r e s s e d . Try out t h e radical ideas first o n y o u r 
b o a r d , y o u r staff, a n d o ther op in ion leaders in y o u r c o n g r e 
gat ion . Inevitably y o u will f ind o t h e r vis ionaries in yo ur 
c h u r c h . T h e y m a y b e o n your w a v e l e n g t h or on o n e of their 
o w n . S o y o u will h a v e to l isten as wel l as talk. Y o u will h a v e 
to b e o p e n to their s u g g e s t i o n s , as y o u expect t h e m to b e 
o p e n to yours . P r e a c h e r s d o n o t h a v e a m o n o p o l y on n e w 
ideas . 

W e repeat , it is r i sky to d r e a m out loud. It is threa ten
ing to pry the lid off y o u r fantas ies a n d d r e a m s a n d t h e n 
p o u r t h e m out in publ ic w h e r e p e o p l e can l isten to t h e m , 
ana lyze t h e m , evaluate t h e m , a n d accept or re ject t h e m . W e 
all h a v e a fear o f in t imacy. E v e n t h e congregat ion is a bit 
u n e a s y w h e n the p r e a c h e r bares his soul , b e c a u s e that forces 
e a c h l istener to grapple wi th h is or h e r goals for the f u t u r e — 
goals that m a y b e diametrical ly di f ferent f rom t h e p r e a c h e r ' s , 
or goals that m a y be n o n e x i s t e n t . 

A w e l l - r o u n d e d l i fe-sett ing can a n d s h o u l d inc lude 
o n e ' s t h o u g h t s a n d feel ings a b o u t the future . It is a t ragedy 
for the p r e a c h e r to omit t h e s e factors f rom his s e r m o n s . It 
on ly serves to di lute h is m e s s a g e b y delet ing a critical 
d i m e n s i o n f rom t h e act of p r e a c h i n g . 

I N S U M M A R Y 

W e h a v e h ighl ighted the sovere ignty of G o d as it re lates 
to y o u r personal e n d o w m e n t s a n d y o u r persona l experi 
e n c e s . W e then u n d e r s c o r e d t h e i m p o r t a n c e of appropr ia te 
se l f -disc losure , w h e r e b y y o u r s e r m o n s can b e creat ively 
e n h a n c e d b y r e m e m b e r i n g y o u r past , reveal ing y o u r pre 
sent , a n d pro jec t ing y o u r fu ture . T h e goal of the c h a p t e r is to 
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m a k e y o u m o r e h u m a n , m o r e t ransparent , m o r e c o m p e t e n t , 
a n d m o r e a w a r e of your u n i q u e n e s s as a p r e a c h e r . N o w it is 
u p to y o u . M a k e u p the s u g g e s t e d lists a n d u s e t h e m 
regularly. 
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C ^ u e s t i o n : If the Holy Spirit w e r e to write a b o o k on 
creative p r e a c h i n g , h o w m a n y p a g e s w o u l d it h a v e ? 

A n s w e r : It w o u l d h a v e an infinite n u m b e r of pages . 

T h a t ' s a lot of p a g e s . But t h e fact that the Holy Spirit is 
o m n i s c i e n t d e m a n d s the a n s w e r stated a b o v e . T h e r e are an 
infinite n u m b e r of w a y s H e can c o m m u n i c a t e t ruth. T h e fact 
that every h u m a n b e i n g is a uniquely e n d o w e d a n d uniquely 
exper ienced individual a lso s u p p o r t s the a n s w e r . T h e r e are 
an infinite n u m b e r of w a y s the H o l y Spirit can c o m m u n i c a t e 
truth through us. T h o u g h w e all preach the s a m e W o r d , and 
t h o u g h w e are all indwel t b y the s a m e Spirit , n o b o d y 
p r e a c h e s exactly like a n y o n e e l se . 

N o , w e are not go ing to try to stuff infinity into the next 
t w o chapters . Ra ther , w e are go ing to cont inue to expand 
our homilet ical hor izons to a l low u s to s e e m o r e opt ions a n d 
al ternat ives in our preach ing . W e h a v e def ined creativity as 
the ability to take the th ings that h a v e b e e n created a n d use 
t h e m in n e w a n d dif ferent w a y s . T h e text of Scr ipture has 
b e e n b r o u g h t into b e i n g b y G o d . W e d o n ' t create the text. 
W e s e e k to u n d e r s t a n d it a n d c o m m u n i c a t e it creatively, that 
is , in n e w a n d dif ferent w a y s . 
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It w o u l d be p r e s u m p t u o u s of m e to int imate that 
e v e r y t h i n g I present is n e w a n d dif ferent a n d that m y ideas 
are c o m p r e h e n s i v e a n d comple te . I a m in p r o c e s s , jus t as 
y o u are . S o m e of m y ideas will b e familiar . Let t h e m b e an 
e n c o u r a g i n g re inforcement to your minis t ry . S o m e will b e 
n e w . Let t h e m b e a cha l lenge to y o u . Be s low to re ject t h e m . 
Be wil l ing to try t h e m . Adapt t h e m to your G o d - g i v e n 
u n i q u e n e s s . 

W h e n w e explore creative w a y s of c o m m u n i c a t i n g 
truth, w e h a v e to b e careful not to a l low the m e t h o d to 
d o m i n a t e t h e m e s s a g e . W e h a v e an unbr id led c o m m i t m e n t 
to s tudy t h e W o r d carefully a n d to preach it cons is tent ly . A 
se lected a s s o r t m e n t of different w a y s to d o this is n o t to 
p r o m p t preachers to b e c lever , cute or wei rd . It is to 
s t imulate t h e m to realize that there is m o r e than o n e bes t 
w a y to p r e a c h ; as a mat ter of fact , there are m o r e than a few 
g o o d w a y s to p r e a c h . For e a c h of u s , there are an unl imited 
n u m b e r of g o o d w a y s to preach . W e a r e n ' t t rying to f o m e n t 
fads ; w e are earnest ly seek ing to facilitate the transfer of 
ideas a n d the t ransformat ion of individuals . 

A W O R D A B O U T V A R I E T Y 

Variety not only k e e p s u s o n the Holy Spir i t ' s track, b u t 
a lso facilitates a n effective redundancy. P e o p l e n e e d re
m i n d e r s a n d r e v i e w to re inforce w h a t t h e y k n o w (2 P e t e r 
1 : 1 2 - 1 5 ) . W h e n w e say the s a m e th ings over a n d over , w e 
are b e i n g r e d u n d a n t . T h e r e is a purpose fu l r e d u n d a n c y , 
d e s i g n e d to r e d u c e uncer ta inty . H o w e v e r , if w e repeat 
th ings over a n d over in essent ia l ly t h e s a m e w a y , w e are 
b e i n g bor ingly r e p e t i t i o u s — I say , bor ingly repet i t ious . H e a r 
m e n o w , I m e a n bor ingly repet i t ious . V a r y the w a y s y o u 
c o m m u n i c a t e t h e s a m e truth, a n d y o u will h a v e a m o r e 
effect ive r e d u n d a n c y . 

If w e u s e t h e s a m e techniques over a n d over , e v e n t u 
ally o u r preach ing will b e c o m e too predictable. H i g h predict
ability can lessen l is tener a t tent ion a n d concentra t ion . It can 
h a v e a n u m b i n g , neutral iz ing effect o n t h o s e m e m b e r s of t h e 
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congregat ion w h o are still a w a k e . Variety will produce a 
m e a s u r e of ant ic ipat ion that will attract a n d hold the 
l i s teners ' a t tent ion . But d o n ' t p u s h a good thing too far. T o 
b e totally unpredic table in your preach ing m e t h o d o l o g y is 
too unset t l ing for p e o p l e . W e all n e e d a certain a m o u n t of 
rout ine . 

Variety facilitates our ability to relate to individual 
m e m b e r s of the congregat ion . P e o p l e l is ten, learn, a n d 
r e s p o n d in di f ferent w a y s a n d at dif ferent rates . W e vary our 
preach ing m e t h o d s to take these individual d i f ferences into 
account . F u r t h e r m o r e , if w e u s e a variety of preaching 
m e t h o d s a n d e m p l o y t h e m effect ively, w e provide a p o w e r 
ful , posit ive m o d e l for the p r e a c h i n g a n d teaching staff a n d 
for t h e y o u n g m e n a n d w o m e n in t h e congregat ion w h o will 
o n e day b e in the minis try . 

T h a t is h o w the theory w o r k s . N o w let ' s turn to specific 
pract ice . 

U S I N G T H E T A P E R E C O R D E R 

T h e first a n d m o s t impor tant u s e of t h e tape recorder is 
to record our s e r m o n s a n d l isten to t h e m . D o it at least o n c e a 
m o n t h for t h e first three years of your minis try ; t w o or three 
t imes a year after that . T h e tape recorder d o e s n o t lie. 

Put Scr ipture readings o n tape for a c h a n g e of pace in 
the m o r n i n g w o r s h i p service . U s e s o m e o n e w h o h a s a g o o d 
voice a n d k n o w s h o w to d o interpret ive r e a d i n g . 1 Put a cross 
re ference o n tape ins tead of h a v i n g e v e r y b o d y look it up a n d 
t h e n reading it to t h e m . S u p p o s e y o u are p r e a c h i n g on t h e 
na ture of t h e h u m a n hear t f r o m M a r k 7 : 1 7 - 2 3 . Y o u might 
p a u s e for a m o m e n t a n d say : 

"The prophet Jeremiah also understood the nature of 
the human heart, and spoke clearly about it. Listen 
carefully to what he had to say." 

O n t a p e , a n d probably b e s t w h e n put t h r o u g h yo ur 
s o u n d s y s t e m , b o o m s the voice of J e r e m i a h , s lowly a n d 
del iberately saying : 
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"The heart is deceitful above all things and beyond 
cure" (Jeremiah 17:9). 

J e r e m i a h might repeat it for e m p h a s i s or add verse 10. 
S u p p o s e there is an interpretat ion of the text totally 

dif ferent f rom y o u r s . Y o u w a n t to m e n t i o n it a n d deal wi th 
it. W h y not put it o n tape a n d run it t h r o u g h yo ur s o u n d 
s y s t e m at the appropr ia te t ime in the s e r m o n ? O r y o u ta lked 
with s o m e o n e dur ing the w e e k w h o h a s b e e n s truggl ing 
with the prob lem o n w h i c h y o u are preach ing . C a p t u r e in 
capsule form your conversa t ion o n tape . 

Y o u might put s o m e live op in ion interviews o n tape . 
A p p r o a c h people in the s h o p p i n g mal l , or in the c h u r c h 
park ing lot, and ask t h e m w h a t t h e y th ink about capital 
p u n i s h m e n t , nuclear w a r , Chr is t ians r u n n i n g for pres ident , 
G o d , the c h u r c h — w h a t e v e r it is y o u are preach ing about . 
Put g e r m a n e c o m m e n t s t h r o u g h the s o u n d s y s t e m . T h e y will 
a d d a f resh breath of secular reality to y o u r s e r m o n . 

T h e i n n e r s truggles of o n e ' s c o n s c i e n c e in the hea t of 
t empta t ion can b e recorded a n d p layed . E v e n poss ib le 
at t i tudes or q u e s t i o n s that m e m b e r s of the congregat ion 
m i g h t h a v e about the m e s s a g e could b e p u t o n tape . At the 
b e g i n n i n g of the s e r m o n y o u say: 

"I 'm preaching on prophecy this morning. I wish I 
could read some of your minds. I'd sure like to know 
. . . honestly now . . . what you really think about 
prophecy . . . " 

A n d o n tape c o m e s a n u m b e r of individuals candidly voic ing 
their op in ions : 

"Prophecy scares me to death. If I wasn't sitting up 
near the front, I'd leave right now. " 

"It's all about the future . . . way up in heaven. Why 
don't you talk about something p r a c t i c a l . . . for me . . . 
right here and now." 

"Oh boy, another eschatological escapade . . . telling 
us which prophetic prefix we hold to . . . pre-, post-, 
mid-, or a-! I'm confused! Why didn't God give us a 
simple timetable that everybody can agree o n . " 
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T h e r e are s o m e useful guidel ines for us ing a tape 
recorder in w o r s h i p . U s e g o o d e q u i p m e n t — t a p e s , recorders , 
a n d P A . D o n ' t talk too fast. R e h e a r s e until it b e c o m e s 
natural . A script will save y o u lots of t ime. A v o i d las t -minute 
preparat ion; y o u will s e l d o m get quality u n d e r pressure . 
K e e p it short ; o n e or t w o m i n u t e s is p lenty . D o n ' t use your 
voice on tape , un less it 's y o u r c o n s c i e n c e or yo ur struggles ; 
use the voices o f p e o p l e in the congregat ion . L o o k for those 
with skills in reading , interpret ing , a n d act ing. U s e m e n ' s 
a n d w o m e n ' s vo ices . U s e ch i ldren , y o u t h , a n d adults . 

U S I N G L I V E V O I C E S 

E v e r y t h i n g w e h a v e jus t m e n t i o n e d with regard to the 
tape recorder can also b e d o n e l ive, wi th the p e r s o n visible in 
the congregat ion or u n s e e n of fs tage . T h e m a i n point of this 
is to m o v e a w a y f rom m o n o l o g u e for a m o m e n t a n d e n g a g e 
in dia logue. B e c a u s e it is di f ferent , a n d thus relatively 
unpredic table , it will a lways capture the i m m e d i a t e , total 
a t tent ion of e a c h p e r s o n in t h e congregat ion . Y o u might plan 
to h a v e s o m e o n e interrupt y o u at a p r e a r r a n g e d point to 
cha l lenge a c o n c e p t y o u are deve loping , o r to ask a quest ion 
p r o m p t e d b y y o u r m e s s a g e , or to s e e k clarif ication. 

S u p p o s e y o u are p r e a c h i n g o n 2 T i m o t h y 2 :22 a n d are 
deve loping the first c lause : " F l e e the evil des ires of y o u t h . " 
A teenager ' s voice m i g h t c o m e into the r o o m from an 
of fs tage m i k e , saying: 

"My friends and I need a bit of help. Every time we 
hear this from you adults, it seems to end up as a 
reference to sex. We are beginning to get the impression 
that life for us teenagers is basically staying away from 
each other." 

N o w y o u h a v e e v e r y o n e ' s undiv ided a t tent ion . Y o u can 
g o a h e a d a n d dia logue wi th the of fs tage teenager , lett ing the 
congregat ion l isten in on y o u r conversa t ion , or y o u can 
in form the congregat ion that the ques t ion is valid a n d y o u 
intend to a d d r e s s it. 
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W h e n y o u use this m e t h o d , realize that you are 
a t tempt ing to raise a n d deal with the k i n d s of ques t ions that 
m e m b e r s of your congregat ion are or should be asking. O n 
occas ion y o u or another p e r s o n can p lay the devi l ' s advocate . 
O r o n e person can represent the ent ire congregat ion a n d 
b e c o m e its alter e g o . 

O n e S u n d a y e v e n i n g I w a s p r e a c h i n g o n the authori ty 
of Scr ipture . T h e r e w e r e m a n y col lege s tudents in the 
congregat ion , s o m e of w h o m I k n e w w e r e s truggl ing wi th 
bel ieving in the author i ty of a text wri t ten t h o u s a n d s of years 
ago; skeptical about inspirat ion, inerrancy , a n d so on . S o I 
w o r k e d with a l ayman dur ing the w e e k ; t h e n , whi le I w a s 
preaching , he w o u l d pose , at p r e a r r a n g e d points in a sl ightly 
skeptical w a y , the kinds of q u e s t i o n s the col legians were 
ask ing or w e r e be ing a s k e d by their skeptical , u n s a v e d peers . 
W e a n s w e r e d the ques t ions f rom the text. Dia logue of this 
sort n e e d not e l iminate exposi t ion . 

T h e p e r s o n can dia logue with y o u in the s a n c t u a r y — 
from the plat form, f rom the choir , f r o m the ba lcony , f rom 
the m a i n f loor. S o m e o n e might ask for , or g ive , an il lustra
tion or applicat ion of the truth you are present ing . O n e could 
heart i ly agree with an idea y o u are p r e s e n t i n g . If y o u are 
present ing s o m e t h i n g that is a bit dif ferent f rom the tradi
t ional a p p r o a c h — s a y , for e x a m p l e , a contextual interpreta
tion of Revela t ion 3 : 2 0 — y o u will h a v e s o m e u n e a s y , start led 
p e o p l e . W h y not hear f rom o n e or t w o of t h e m ? 

S o m e guidel ines for p l a n n e d dia logue are appropr ia te . 
A g o o d s o u n d s y s t e m h e l p s . Also b e a w a r e of the potent ia l 
s h o c k to the a u d i e n c e w h e n a voice cries out of the 
w i l d e r n e s s ! Y o u r r e s p o n s e s h o u l d b e s o m e w h e r e b e t w e e n 
surprise a n d n o n c h a l a n c e . Resist the t empta t ion to overs tate 
yo ur case or o v e r w h e l m the o t h e r p e r s o n in the d ia logue . 
Relate yo ur c o m m e n t s to the biblical text. Y o u can h a v e the 
p e r s o n s p o n t a n e o u s l y interrupt y o u , or y o u can request the 
r e s p o n s e . If y o u d o the latter , m a k e sure y o u r p l a n n e d 
par tner speaks out quickly; s o m e b o d y else m a y w a n t to get 
into the act w i t h o u t a script! Natural h u m o r ar ises easily o u t 
of these dia logues ; jus t don ' t let it get out of h a n d . Pract ice . 
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Practice on location. Qui t whi le you are a h e a d ; al low two to 
three m i n u t e s at the m o s t for this exerc ise . 

I N T E R V I E W I N G I N D I V I D U A L S 

T u e s d a y n o o n y o u h a v e lunch with D a n Wright . H e 
shares with y o u h o w h e is handl ing the fact that h e was laid 
off three w e e k s ago a n d has not yet found a n o t h e r j o b . In a 
u n i q u e w a y h e has been d r a w i n g on G o d ' s varied resources 
to carry h i m a n d his family through this p r e s s u r e per iod. 
Y o u k n o w the rest of the congregat ion w o u l d profit from 
hear ing D a n a n d you ask h i m to share these ins ights next 
S u n d a y in the e v e n i n g service . H e agrees . But S u n d a y 
evening is a disaster . Dan is afraid of the mike a n d doesn ' t 
u s e it. His soft voice barely m a k e s it to the first row. H e 
leaves out two-thirds of w h a t h e told y o u , a n d the third h e 
p r e s e n t s is d isorganized a n d rambl ing . Y o u r r e s p o n s e ? " I ' l l 
never d o that a g a i n . " 

Wai t a m i n u t e ! Before y o u t h r o w in the tes t imony 
towel , try the interview m e t h o d . W h a t you really w a n t is to 
dupl icate t h e conversa t ion y o u and D a n h a d over lunch o n 
T u e s d a y . Y o u can accompl i sh that b y in terv iewing D a n on 
S u n d a y e v e n i n g . Put a lapel m i k e on h i m . H a v e h i m sit o n a 
stool or an easy chair across f r o m you o n t h e plat form, a n d in 
a casual in terv iew d r a w out the ins ights h e shared with y o u . 

People e n j o y l is tening to a conversa t ion , especial ly 
w h e n it conta ins personal detai ls about individuals , differing 
points of v i e w , a n d h u m o r . In terv iewing a l lows y o u to tap 
o n e or m o r e of these areas . H e r e are s o m e w a y s to u s e the 
interview m e t h o d : 

• N e w b e l i e v e r s — i n c i d e n t s a n d individuals that G o d used 
in their convers ion exper ience . 

• N e w m e m b e r s — w h o are they? W h e r e d o they c o m e 
f rom? W h a t d o they do? W h y did they c h o o s e this c h u r c h ? 

• M i s s i o n a r i e s — c a n d i d a t e s o n deputa t ion , t h o s e on h o m e 
a s s i g n m e n t . The i r w o r k , their n e e d s , their p lans , their 
f rustrat ions . 
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• Col lege or s e m i n a r y s t u d e n t s h o m e o n v a c a t i o n — t h e i r 
s tudies , future p l a n s . 

• N e w leaders in t h e c h u r c h — t h e i r gifts , their goals . 
• Special o c c a s i o n s — a n n i v e r s a r i e s , m o v i n g a w a y , gradua

t ion, e n g a g e m e n t , marr iage , shor t - te rm miss ionar ies , re 
t i rement , etc . 

T h e s e k inds of in terv iews could b e integrated into s e r m o n s 
or s tand a lone in o t h e r parts of the service . 

D o n ' t s top wi th the foregoing sugges t ions . Put y o u r 
creat ive imaginat ion to w o r k . Star t ing a series o n Galat ians? 
In y o u r first m e s s a g e in terv iew the a u t h o r — t h e apost le Paul . 
A s k h i m w h y h e w r o t e the letter , w h e r e h e was at t h e t i m e , 
to w h o m h e w r o t e it, h o w h e is get t ing a long with Pe ter , 
h o w h e feels a b o u t t h e Gala t ians , w h a t p r o m p t e d h i m to u s e 
such s t rong l a n g u a g e in 3 : 1 , w h a t h e did for three y e a r s in 
Arabia (1 :17) , a n d w h y he calls a t tent ion to his wri t ing in 
6 :11 . Th is m e t h o d will a l low y o u to cover w h a t is o f ten 
pedant i c in t roductory mater ia l in an interest ing, u n u s u a l 
w a y . 

Y o u could u s e t h e s a m e t e c h n i q u e wi th re ference to a n y 
biblical c h a r a c t e r — a b o u t a part icular exper ience h e or s h e 
h a d w h i c h is recorded in Scr ipture , o r about a l e sson 
l e a r n e d , a dec is ion m a d e , a truth p r e s e n t e d , or w h a t w a s 
real ly m e a n t in a g i v e n verse of Scr ipture . 

N o w a n d t h e n m a k e a s e c o n d h a n d il lustration yo u r 
o w n b y us ing a n in terv iew a p p r o a c h . Betty re lated an 
inc ident dur ing the w e e k that beauti ful ly i l lustrates a po int 
y o u are go ing to m a k e in y o u r s e r m o n . Ins tead of tel l ing the 
congregat ion w h a t s h e said, p a u s e a n d interact wi th h e r 
right there in t h e sanc tuary dur ing t h e s e r m o n . Y o u can 
dia logue b e t w e e n pulpi t a n d p e w , or y o u can ask h e r to 
c o m e u p to the p la t form a n d interact wi th h e r there , put t ing 
h e r a t a m i c r o p h o n e to b e sure s h e is h e a r d b y e v e r y o n e . All 
th i s , of c o u r s e , w o u l d b e p l a n n e d a h e a d a n d r e h e a r s e d . 

H e r e are s o m e hints for be t ter interviewing. D o n ' t 
preface yo ur ques t ions wi th u n n e c e s s a r y w o r d s such as " L e t 
m e ask y o u a q u e s t i o n . " A s k s i m p l e , specific q u e s t i o n s : 
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" H o w w e r e y o u s a v e d ? " is too c o m p l e x a n d too general ; 
" W h a t inc ident did G o d first u s e to m a k e you a w a r e of your 
spiritual n e e d ? " is s imple a n d s ingular . 

U s e both fact a n d fee l ing q u e s t i o n s . " W h e n did you get 
m a r r i e d ? " " W h o told y o u it w a s w r o n g ? " T h e s e are fact 
q u e s t i o n s ; ask p lenty of t h e m . " H o w did y o u k n o w y o u w e r e 
in l o v e ? " " H o w did you react w h e n you f o u n d out it was 
w r o n g ? " T h e s e are feel ing q u e s t i o n s ; ask p l e n t y of t h e m too . 

T h e in terv iewees are a n i m p o r t a n t par ty to this dia
logue . T h e y s h o u l d a n s w e r q u e s t i o n s briefly a n d to the 
point . D r a w out m o r e detail wi th fur ther q u e s t i o n s . If y o u 
ask , " W h e r e w e r e y o u b o r n ? " a n d they p r o c e e d to give their 
life h is tory , dialogue shuts d o w n a n d y o u lose t h e d y n a m i c 
of a g o o d interv iew. Last b u t n o t least , e v e n t h o u g h a n 
interv iew can a n d should h a v e f r e s h n e s s a n d spontane i ty , it 
s h o u l d b e r e h e a r s e d ; and it is perfectly acceptable to use 
n o t e s . 

P R I N T E D M A T E R I A L S 

A skeletal s e r m o n out l ine in the bul let in will p r o m p t 
m a n y people to fol low the s e r m o n m o r e c lose ly a n d take 
n o t e s . A comple te out l ine g ives t h e m m o r e detai l but less 
incent ive to wri te . S o m e " f i l l - in - the -b lank" out l ines m a y 
s t imulate m o r e act ive i n v o l v e m e n t . H o w a b o u t a p r e - s e r m o n 
quiz in t h e bullet in to w h e t their appet i te for w h a t is c o m i n g , 
or to test their k n o w l e d g e of the sub jec t or their at t i tudes 
toward it? You m i g h t try a ques t ion in the bul let in for p e o p l e 
to p o n d e r before the m e s s a g e , or a teaser quest ion or 
in teres t -ca tching s t a t e m e n t in this w e e k ' s bul le t in for next 
w e e k ' s s e r m o n . 

D e v e l o p a brief set of agree/disagree s t a t e m e n t s that 
relate to t o d a y ' s or n e x t w e e k ' s s e r m o n , or a d iagram that 
graphical ly relates to the s e r m o n t o p i c — f o r e x a m p l e , a 
teeter-totter d r a w n in the bullet in each S u n d a y for a series o n 
living the ba lanced life. H a v e y o u tried a practical applicat ion 
a s s i g n m e n t pr inted u p and p a s s e d out to m e m b e r s of the 
congregat ion as t h e y leave , d e s i g n e d for d iscuss ion at the 
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n o o n meal or to b e u s e d in personal devot ions dur ing the 
w e e k ? M a p s , charts , s t imulat ing or controvers ia l q u o t e s , 
s e r m o n s y n o p s e s , a n d the like can also be pr in ted . 

Here are s o m e guidel ines for us ing print m e d i a . K e e p 
the material s imple a n d unclut tered. (It he lps if y o u r s e r m o n 
also h a s those character ist ics . ) Refer to pr inted h e l p s . 
E n c o u r a g e u s e of t h e m . D o n ' t a s s u m e p e o p l e love to read 
a n d wri te . S t imulate wri t ing a n d preserv ing by furnish ing 
Bible-s ized (4>/4 x 5Vi) p u n c h e d n o t e s , loose- leaf n o t e b o o k s , 
a n d dif ferent colored p a p e r for dif ferent ser ies . 

S E C U R I N G F E E D B A C K 

W e cont inue to suffer f rom w h a t Reue l H o w e calls t h e 
" m o n o l o g i c a l i l l u s i o n . " 2 T h e i l lusion is that c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
is accompl i shed b y tel l ing p e o p l e w h a t t h e y o u g h t to k n o w . 
Discuss ion a n d feedback greatly facilitate the p r e a c h e r ' s 
a w a r e n e s s of what h a s actually b e e n c o m m u n i c a t e d a n d 
w h a t p e o p l e want a n d n e e d to k n o w . S u n d a y e v e n i n g is a 
g o o d t ime a n d place to discuss the m e a n i n g a n d implicat ions 
of the m o r n i n g m e s s a g e . Y o u can u s e individual reactors or a 
react ion pane l immedia te ly after t h e s e r m o n . 

I o n c e asked o u r h e a d u s h e r if h e would ask t w o 
p e r s o n s to be ready to ask two k e y q u e s t i o n s after the 
s e r m o n . I told h i m n o t to tell m e w h o t h e y w e r e . At the close 
of this m e s s a g e I i n f o r m e d the a u d i e n c e that t w o of t h e m 
w e r e pr imed to r e s p o n d . T h e y d i d — p u t t i n g m e o n the spot ! 

Discuss ion q u e s t i o n s can b e g iven to p e o p l e to take 
h o m e a n d use . After a m e s s a g e , the congregat ion can b e 
divided into small g r o u p s , a n d right there in the sanctuary a 
g u i d e d discuss ion of the m e s s a g e can b e organized . If y o u r 
S u n d a y school m e e t s after the service , cons ider having the 
c lasses discuss the s e r m o n . At that po int y o u will h a v e w h a t 
e v e r y educator w a n t s — p r e p a r e d pupi ls ! Y o u can also ap
point certain people to give you wri t ten or oral feedback o n 
the m e s s a g e ; they b e c o m e you r s e r m o n r e s p o n s e t e a m . A 
card in the p e w racks or a tear-off in the bullet in will a l low 
a n y o n e to give y o u their perspect ive o n the m e s s a g e . 
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It is e v e n in the realm of possibil i ty to have S u n d a y 
school c lasses that m e e t be fore the w o r s h i p service to do 
s o m e prel iminary s tudy in the text to be p r e a c h e d . O r you 
might h a v e a " S e r m o n Discuss ion C l a s s " that m e e t s periodi
cally or regularly e i ther before or after the w o r s h i p service to 
al low those w h o wish to discuss the m e s s a g e they are going 
to hear or h a v e jus t heard . T h e preacher can conduct this , or 
a n y qualif ied teacher can d o it. K e e p this t h o u g h t in m i n d : 
y o u are a lways st imulat ing feedback w h e n you preach . T h e 
only quest ion i s , is it h a r n e s s e d a n d heal thy a n d b e i n g heard 
b y y o u a n d o thers w h o n e e d to hear it, or is it going 
u n d e r g r o u n d as goss ip? 

D I A L O G U E P R E A C H I N G 

T w o people , preferably you be ing o n e o f t h e m , can 
s tudy a p a s s a g e of Scr ipture together , prepare a s e r m o n 
together , a n d p r e a c h it together . T h e t e a m can al ternate o n 
w o r d s , p h r a s e s , c lauses , or verses . O n e can h a n d l e the 
observat ion p h a s e , t h e o t h e r providing the interpretat ion. 
O n e could i l lustrate, a n d the o t h e r deal wi th appl icat ion. 
O n e can cha l lenge the interpretat ion, the o ther can de fend it. 
Y o u can b o t h u s e the s a m e pulpi t , but it is bet ter to h a v e 
separate s p e a k e r ' s s tands . It is probably b e s t to sit o n stools 
or chairs a n d clear the plat form of the large pulpit a n d o ther 
furniture that m a y b e in the w a y . 

If d ia logue preach ing is to s u c c e e d , there m u s t be good 
preparat ion , a n d d y n a m i c , aggress ive interact ion. T h o u g h 
y o u can u s e n o t e s , there n e e d s to b e a s p o n t a n e i t y to the 
presenta t ion . In o t h e r w o r d s , b e natural a n d b e profess ional . 
This m e t h o d is a f ine w a y to train y o u n g e r staff m e m b e r s 
a n d laypeople to preach . Y o u have t h e exper ience in 
preaching , so y o u can e n s u r e that t h e presenta t ion d o e s not 
b o g d o w n or ge t off the track. T h e d y n a m i c s of dia logue will 
a l low y o u to u s e a lot of natural h u m o r , yet in the s a m e 
m e s s a g e y o u can b e deeply ser ious . 

O n occas ion I h a v e s h o r t e n e d a dia logue s e r m o n a n d 
u s e d the last ten m i n u t e s for q u e s t i o n s a n d c o m m e n t s f rom 
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the a u d i e n c e . Dia logue preach ing will a lso facilitate u s i n g a 
r e s o u r c e p e r s o n w h o h a s ins ights in certain areas g e r m a n e to 
the text . For e x a m p l e , I o n c e had a d ia logue with a counse lor 
in an exposi t ion of the story of the Prodigal S o n (Luke 
1 5 : 1 1 - 3 2 ) . I d e v e l o p e d the theological aspects a n d h e 
h a n d l e d the psychologica l . W e s p e n t h o u r s go ing over this 
p a s s a g e together . T h e i n t e n s e preparat ion paid off. 

D R A M A T I Z I N G T H E B I B L E A N D D O C T R I N E 

Dramat ic potent ia l res ides in m a n y port ions of the 
Scr iptures . T h e scripts n e e d not b e long a n d c o m p l e x . All 
that is required is a fairly fertile imaginat ion a n d s o m e t ime. 
For i n s t a n c e , e v e r y b o d y in y o u r c h u r c h l is tens to n e w s o n 
the radio . W h y n o t p r e s e n t a port ion of t h e Bible f r a m e d in 
this format? T u n e in a n d l isten to an e x a m p l e . 

D r a m a in Daniel 

A n n : 

Y o u are l i s tening to the n u m b e r o n e stat ion in Baby
l o n — K N E B — w i t h s tudios a top the S h i n a r S h e r a t o n in 
beaut i ful d o w n t o w n B a b y l o n — s e r v i n g t h e greater Tigris a n d 
E u p h r a t e s val leys. 

T h e t ime o n our M e s o p o t a m i a n m o o n d i a l is n o w 7:30 in 
the e v e n i n g . 

T h e fol lowing a n n o u n c e m e n t is b r o u g h t to y o u as a 
publ ic service b y this stat ion in cooperat ion wi th the 
Babylonian Big Bro thers a n d t h e C h a l d e a n C o m m u n i t y 
C h e s t . 

T h e Big Bro thers a n d t h e C o m m u n i t y C h e s t are s p o n 
sor ing a benef i t b a r b e c u e a n d char iot s h o w at the local 
fa i rgrounds t o m o r r o w e v e n i n g f r o m five until ten . F o o d will 
b e served dur ing t h e ent ire t ime. A s y o u eat del ic ious m e a t 
roas ted over coals f r o m the f inest L e b a n e s e logs , y o u m a y 
w a n d e r through t h e magni f i cent display of char iots . Y o u will 
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see the n e w e s t in styles a n d the latest ideas in des ign . D o n ' t 
miss the slick w h e e l s , p a d d e d d a s h , disc b r a k e s , s u s p e n s i o n 
ride, bucket seats . A n d there will b e free chariot rides for all 
the chi ldren. All this for jus t ten sheke ls for adults a n d five 
sheke ls for chi ldren . All p r o c e e d s g o to he lp the Babylonian 
Big Bro thers a n d t h e C h a l d e a n C o m m u n i t y C h e s t . D o n ' t 
miss this exci t ing e v e n i n g a n d the oppor tuni ty to he lp these 
w o r t h y pro jec t s . 

Y o u ' v e jus t f in ished a m e a l of tas ty trout f rom the 
T i g r i s — a n d y o u ' r e c o m f o r t a b l e — w i t h K N E B . 

S o n o w — f o r the latest n e w s — h e r e ' s our m a n of the 
h o u r wi th n e w s u p to the m i n u t e — H a u l Parvey . 

Haul : 

Hel lo , B a b y l o n i a n s — t h i s is Haul Parvey ! 

A char iot w a s h i jacked three h o u r s a g o o n route 666 
jus t w e s t of the city. T w o m e n d r e w their s w o r d s a n d 
ordered the driver to c h a n g e his course a n d take t h e m to 
M a c e d o n i a . It is s u s p e c t e d that t h e s e m e n are w i s e m e n f rom 
K i n g N e b u c h a d n e z z a r ' s court a n d that t h e y are seek ing to 
f ind a s y l u m in a neutral c o u n t r y . 

This is j u s t o n e of the m a n y exci t ing events that h a v e 
b e e n occurr ing all day long s ince the execut ion edict w a s 
i ssued b y the k ing this m o r n i n g . A s you k n o w , earlier today 
the k ing i ssued a c o m m a n d that all the cour t -appointed wise 
m e n of t h e nat ion w e r e to b e taken into cus tody a n d b e put 
to d e a t h . Th is order w a s p r o m p t e d by the failure o f this 
g r o u p to reveal to the king b o t h t h e c o n t e n t a n d m e a n i n g of 
a s t range d r e a m h e recent ly h a d . Special a g e n t s f r o m the 
palace security force h a v e b e e n r o u n d i n g u p all the wise m e n 
t h r o u g h o u t t h e country . T h e date of execut ion will b e 
a n n o u n c e d s o o n . Th is stat ion will carry t h e e v e n t l ive. 

A n d n o w h e r e ' s a bulletin jus t h a n d e d m e direct f r o m 
the palace p r e s s secretary: " T h e order to execute the wise 
m e n h a s b e e n temporari ly s u s p e n d e d b y the k ing . T h e 

http://www.servantofmessiah.org



CREATIVITY IN PREACHING 

o c c a s i o n for such act ion is to al low o n e of the wise m e n — a 
y o u n g J e w n a m e d B e l t e s h a z z a r — t o see if h e can explain the 
d r e a m to the king. T h e king has a l lowed h im forty-eight 
h o u r s to secure the n e e d e d informat ion . In the m e a n t i m e , n o 
w i s e m e n will b e a l lowed to leave the c o u n t r y . " W h a t a 
fasc inat ing story! Be sure a n d stay t u n e d to this stat ion for 
the latest d e v e l o p m e n t s as they occur . Haul Parvey . . . g o o d 
day ! 

This drama, b a s e d o n Danie l 2 , w a s d e s i g n e d to 
h ighl ight the contents of the chapter t h r o u g h a c o n t e m p o 
rary m e d i u m , radio. T w o offs tage voices p r e s e n t e d this 
mater ia l , after w h i c h I re inforced the broadcas t wi th an 
expos i t ion of the text itself. 

O n another occas ion I w a s p r e a c h i n g o n the passage 
c o n c e r n i n g d e m o n s in M a r k 1 : 2 5 - 2 8 . I w a n t e d to give the 
congregat ion an or ientat ion to these nefar ious characters . I 
w r o t e the script a n d enl is ted a y o u n g m a n with a h igh-
p i t ched voice to d ia logue wi th m e o n S u n d a y . H e w a s at a n 
of fs tage mike a n d I w a s s tanding at the pulpit . I m a d e m y 
b e g i n n i n g s t a t e m e n t a n d h e c a m e screech ing t h r o u g h t h e 
s p e a k e r s . I focused m y at tent ion o n the speakers a n d w e 
w e n t at it, providing the people wi th a short course o n 
biblical d e m o n o l o g y . 

A n Interview W i t h Dirk the D e m o n 

P: I d o n ' t k n o w a b o u t y o u , but I ' m a lways a bit leery of 
s o m e t h i n g that actually exists , ye t I can ' t see it. 

D : T h a t d o e s n ' t b o t h e r m e o n e bit . 

P: Wel l , w h o are y o u ? 

D : Wel l , I guess I a m the k ind of th ing y o u are talking about . 
I exist , b u t y o u can ' t see m e . 

P: I can certainly hear y o u . W h o did y o u say y o u are? 

D : I 'm D i r k — D i r k t h e D e m o n . I h a n g a r o u n d h e r e quite a 
lot. 
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P: Are y o u especial ly ass igned to public a d d r e s s sys tems? I'll 
bet y o u ' r e the o n e w h o puts the h u m in the speakers , 
b u r n s out the amplif iers , b l o w s the fuses , loosens the 
c o n n e c t i o n s . . . 

D : L o o k — I ' m in the b u s i n e s s of foul ing u p the c o m m u n i c a 
tion of the W o r d of G o d . But I m u s t say , there are usually 
e n o u g h d u m - d u m Chris t ians bo tch ing it up so well , 
there ' s little left for m e to d o . Y o u k n o w — p r e a c h e r s and 
teachers w h o aren ' t wel l -prepared , material that is poorly 
p r e s e n t e d , s o m e o n e w h o forgets to turn o n the micro
p h o n e , c o n n e c t i o n s that are hal f -so ldered . . . Chris t ians 
are get t ing so s l o p p y — b l e s s their h e a r t s — I love ' e m ! 

P: W h e r e did y o u c o m e f r o m ? 

D : H e a v e n . Y o u might say I 'm o n e of t h o s e individuals w h o 
started at t h e top, a n d I 'm w o r k i n g m y w a y d o w n . I used 
to b e an ange l . . . 

P: A n ange l? 

D : Y e h — a n angel ! Just sitt ing a r o u n d s t r u m m i n g a n d sing
ing a n d serving. T h e n I got involved in the A C L U . 

P: T h e A C L U ? 

D : R i g h t — t h e A n g e l s Celest ial Libert ies U n i o n . A b u n c h of 
us got t o g e t h e r a n d dec ided w e didn ' t w a n t Him to r u n 
the w h o l e s h o w . O u r celestial r ights w e r e b e i n g violated. 
S o w e started p lanning a revolut ion . 

P: W h a t h a p p e n e d ? 

D : M a n , w h a t a counter inte l l igence sys tem He's got ! W e w e r e 
d iscovered before w e hardly got g o i n g — a n d w e w e r e 
t h r o w n out . I ' m still trying to f igure out h o w He k n e w 
w h a t w e w e r e t h i n k i n g . . . 

P: S o you u s e d to b e an a n g e l in h e a v e n , but y o u w e r e 
t h r o w n out b e c a u s e y o u w e r e trying to take over? 
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D : T h a t ' s r ight! Kicked out ! L e a d e r a n d all. Sent to ear th , of 
all p laces ! But our leader is s o m e t h i n g e l s e — h e just 
t ransferred the revolt to this s c e n e , a n d w e have b e e n 
giving the M a n Upsta irs fits ever s ince . 

P: H o w m a n y d e m o n s are there? 

D: Sorry , I can ' t tell y o u ! T h a t ' s — u h — c l a s s i f i e d in forma
t ion. But bel ieve m e , y o u can ' t c o u n t that h igh . 

P: Wel l n o w ! Just w h a t do y o u do? 

D : S imple ! I do e v e r y t h i n g poss ible to ge t people to leave 
Him out . S o m e t i m e s I m a k e people m i s e r a b l e — a n d t h e n I 
sit b a c k a n d watch t h e m b l a m e Him. O r f requent ly I m a k e 
p e o p l e real h a p p y a n d p r o s p e r o u s — s o they f igure they 
d o n ' t n e e d Him. Y o u k n o w , I really get a thrill out of m y 
w o r k — d e v i s i n g w a y s to s t imulate p e o p l e to revolt 
against Him. 

P: H a s yo u r a p p r o a c h c h a n g e d d o w n t h r o u g h the years? 

D : O h m y , y e s ! W e u s e d to m o v e in a n d comple te ly 
d o m i n a t e a p e r s o n ' s l i f e — t a k e over a n d m a k e t h e m act 
like w e w a n t e d t h e m to. 

P: T h a t ' s probably w h a t w e call d e m o n p o s s e s s i o n . D o y o u 
still d o that? 

D : W e sure d o . In s o m e places w e can control a f e w 
superst i t ious souls a n d get t h e m so scared a n d c o n f u s e d 
they ' l l w o r s h i p a n y t h i n g . But in places l ike 
[ n a m e of t o w n ] w h e r e people are e d u c a t e d , cul tured, 
re l igious, a n d s o m e are e v e n Chr is t ians , w e h a v e devel 
o p e d a m o r e subt le a p p r o a c h . W e ' v e got a s y s t e m that is 
absolute ly s a t a n i c — i f you' l l p a r d o n the express ion . W e 
infiltrate life wi th R . M . N . 

P: R . M . N . ? W h a t d o e s that s tand for? 

D : Rat ional i sm . . . Mater ia l i sm . . . Natura l i sm. W e h a v e 
filtered these ideas in to every area of society. A n d , b o y , is 
it w o r k i n g ! People are c o n v i n c e d that they are smart 
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e n o u g h to solve all their p r o b l e m s — t h a t ' s rat ional ism. 
T h e y w o r s h i p m o n e y a n d p o s s e s s i o n s — t h a t ' s material
i s m . A n d they are sure that supernatura l th ings don ' t 
h a p p e n — t h a t ' s natura l i sm. 

P: But d o e s that m a k e p e o p l e revol t against G o d ? 

D: Wel l , it sure d o e s n ' t m a k e t h e m b o w d o w n before Him! It 
jus t m a k e s t h e m h a p p y w i t h o u t Him. A n d that ' s what w e 
w a n t — a pleasant revolut ion! 

P: Dirk, y o u s e e m so posi t ive a n d conf ident . E v e n a bit 
cocky , I 'd say! A s if the revolut ion is successful . T h e world 
is y o u r s . 

D: It is! It is ! W e try harder ! W e ' r e n u m b e r o n e ! 

P: A r e n ' t y o u afraid of anyth ing? 

D : O n l y o n e p e r s o n — H i m . W e ' r e all afraid of Him. Y o u can 
s tudy the first chapter of t h e G o s p e l of M a r k a n d 
u n d e r s t a n d w h y . 

P: T h a t ' s exactly w h a t w e i n t e n d to d o . Right n o w ! H o w 
about s taying a r o u n d a n d s tudying it wi th u s ? 

D : N o w a y ! I 've got m o r e impor tant th ings to do! T h e r e are 
s o m e of your people w h o are still in b e d . I 'm going to 
conf i rm in their m i n d s that t h e y are r ight w h e r e they 
o u g h t to be . . . 

This d r a m a w a s p r e s e n t e d in a fairly formal S u n d a y 
m o r n i n g w o r s h i p service . T h o s e w h o w e r e expect ing the 
n o r m w e r e a bit s tart led, but b y that t ime I h a d b e e n there for 
s e v e n y e a r s , a n d t h e y trusted m e . T h e y k n e w that e v e n 
w h e n m y m e t h o d o l o g y was unpredic tably creat ive, m y 
theo logy w a s still s o u n d l y conservat ive ! 

T h e Bible o o z e s with dramat ic possibil i t ies. W a n t to 
deal wi th conflict? Let Paul a n d B a r n a b a s get into the act 
(Acts 15) . W a n t to give your p e o p l e ins ight o n Bible s tudy 
a n d teaching/preaching? W a l k t h e m through the entire 
sermon-bui ld ing process ins tead of giving t h e m the product . 
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W a n t to appeal to every age? Let a p u p p e t rise out of the 
bapt is t ry a n d c o m m e n t o n y o u r s e r m o n . N e e d insight o n 
failure? Talk with Peter . O r b e Peter a n d talk to yoursel f . 
W a n t perspect ive o n sovere ignty? C h a t wi th N e b u c h a d n e z 
zar. In teres ted in f inding out h o w S a t a n operates? Interview 
J o b . W a n t to k n o w m o r e a b o u t h e a v e n ? C o n s u l t an a n g e l — 
M i c h a e l , for ins tance . Deal ing wi th the fall of m a n ? Contac t 
A d a m a n d Eve . 

Y o u m a y not b e s trong in see ing these possibil i t ies , nor 
s t rong in put t ing t h e m into effect . If y o u still w a n t to explore 
the potent ia l , look for those in your congregat ion w h o are 
wil l ing a n d able . 

IN S U M M A R Y 

W e all gravitate toward certain p r e a c h i n g m e t h o d s a n d 
p r e a c h i n g styles . It is in these areas w e are comfortable a n d 
reasonably successful . W e o u g h t to ident i fy t h e m a n d u s e 
t h e m of ten , constant ly str iving to raise our level of excel
l ence . 

A growing p r e a c h e r , h o w e v e r , s h o u l d also b e explor ing 
o ther w a y s of c o m m u n i c a t i n g t ruth , n o t to replace the tried 
a n d t rue , b u t to e x p a n d o n e ' s G o d - g i v e n potent ia l . S o m e 
t imes the poores t m e t h o d is the o n e w e u s e all the t i m e , 
s imply b e c a u s e w e m a y start taking it for granted a n d 
b e c o m e a bit s loppy , or b e c a u s e w e start to b e c o m e 
predic table . This chapter h a s b e e n wri t ten to chal lenge y o u 
to b e a little less predictable b y b e i n g a little m o r e creat ive . 
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Creative Use 
of Visual Aids 
in Preaching 

Seeing adds a vital d i m e n s i o n to the c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
process . Y o u r congregat ion usual ly sees the pulpit , yo ur 
Bible, a n d y o u . T h e size a n d s u b s t a n c e of the pulpi t , as well 
as the a m o u n t of r o a m i n g that y o u d o whi le y o u are 
preach ing , will d e t e r m i n e h o w m u c h t h e y see of y o u . Y o u r 
b o d y l a n g u a g e will a d d fur ther visual m e s s a g e s . It w o u l d b e 
wise periodical ly to h a v e y o u r preach ing v i d e o t a p e d a n d see 
w h a t o t h e r s see w h e n y o u p r e a c h . T h e c a m e r a d o e s n o t l ie. 

O B J E C T L E S S O N S 

T h e r e are as m a n y ob jec t l e s s o n s as there are ob jec ts . 
Br inging an ob jec t into the pulpi t to display a n d u s e at the 
o p p o r t u n e t ime will e n h a n c e you r c o m m u n i c a t i o n a n d 
reinforce y o u r appeal to p e o p l e ' s s e n s e of s ight . T h e r e are 
n u m e r o u s g o o d ob jec t - lesson b o o k s ; s top b y t h e books tore 
a n d b u y o n e . Enl ist the aid of o t h e r s in you r congregat ion 
w h o m a y h a v e skill wi th visual a ids . 

S u p p o s e y o u are p r e a c h i n g o n c o m m i t m e n t in marr iage 
f rom a p a s s a g e such as G e n e s i s 2 :24 . W h a t ob jec t l esson 
could y o u u s e ? G o to y o u r toolbox a n d f ind t w o small , 
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di f ferent -shaped pieces of w o o d , t h e n c lamp t h e m together 
wi th a " C - c l a m p . " D u r i n g the s e r m o n u s e the object lesson 
to point out that there are n u m e r o u s external pressures that 
p u s h couples into e n g a g e m e n t a n d marr iage , such as peer 
pressure , parents , p r e g n a n c y , infatuat ion, or desperat ion . 
After you h a v e b e e n marr ied for a whi le , these pressures 
t end to drop off ( r e m o v e the c l a m p ) , a n d w h a t is between 
h o l d s you together . If it i s a superficial c o m m i t m e n t , y o u c a n 
easi ly drift apart . If it is a d e e p , g e n u i n e , loving commit 
m e n t , you will stick wi th each o ther a n d w o r k out yo ur 
difficulties in the l ight of y o u r mutual c o m m i t m e n t . (If you 
w a n t to focus o n a superficial , external ly or iented c o m m i t 
m e n t , don ' t g lue the p ieces of w o o d together ; if you w a n t to 
e m p h a s i z e an internal ly or iented c o m m i t m e n t , do g lue . ) 

H o w about an ob jec t l esson to i l lustrate yo ur phi loso
p h y of p r e a c h i n g ? O b t a i n an e m p t y , o p a q u e , plastic b leach 
bot t le . Put an inch or t w o of dirt in it a n d screw the c a p o n . 
Hold it u p a n d ask e a c h m e m b e r of the congregat ion to th ink 
of h imse l f or herse l f as o n e of these smal l -necked bot t les . 
Y o u r p r e a c h i n g task is to insert biblical t ruth into the p e r s o n 
(bott le) . P e o p l e can h e l p b y b e i n g o p e n a n d ready to receive 
truth ( removing their " c a p s " ) a n d b y ridding t he m se lv es of 
their s in t h r o u g h confess ion a n d c leans ing . (As y o u say t h e s e 
w o r d s , u n s c r e w the cap a n d p o u r out t h e dirt .) 

N o w c o m e s t h e p r e a c h i n g . Y o u r cha l lenge is to ge t a lot 
of truth into every p e r s o n . A t this point lift a large tub of 
water , tel l ing the congregat ion that y o u w a n t to fill all the 
bot t les with " t r u t h " wi th o n e flip of the tub . (Demonst ra te 
y o u r tub-f l ipping technique . ) Alas , y o u can ' t do it! T h e 
o p e n i n g s are too small . M o s t of the " t r u t h " will decept ive ly 
r u n d o w n the outs ide of the bot t les a n d e n d u p o n the f loor. 
T h e solut ion is n o t m o r e " t r u t h t u b s " or b igger bot t les . T h e 
solut ion is to fill an eyedropper wi th w a t e r f rom the tub a n d 
w a l k a m o n g t h e b o t t l e s — g i v i n g each p e r s o n an individual
ized, internal in ject ion o f truth f r o m G o d ' s W o r d . T h a t ' s 
y o u r p h i l o s o p h y of personal ized p r e a c h i n g a n d , incidental ly , 
the congregat ion ' s p h i l o s o p h y of persona l ized l is tening. 

Preaching o n J o h n 15? Br ing a v ine into the pulpit . 
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E x p o u n d i n g o n J a m e s 1 : 2 2 - 2 5 ? U s e a mirror . Deal ing wi th 
H e b r e w s 10:24? C o n s i d e r h a v i n g a pair of spurs or a cattle 
prod . H a n d l i n g H e b r e w s 5 : 1 1 - 1 4 ? Dr ink a glass of milk a n d 
eat a raw c a r r o t — d u r i n g the s e r m o n . T h e n explain that w h a t 
the milk a n d carrot d o for y o u physical ly , the W o r d of G o d 
will d o for y o u spiritually. Inc idental ly , expla ining the latter 
point will n o t be as easy as y o u m i g h t think. 

A r e you get t ing the pic ture? T h e r e are ob jec t l essons 
right in the text as wel l as b e y o n d t h e text. L o o k for both . Set 
a goal : an ob jec t l e sson in a s e r m o n at least o n c e a m o n t h . 

O V E R H E A D P R O J E C T I O N 

T h e o v e r h e a d pro jec tor a l lows us to pro jec t things o n 
the screen w i t h o u t turning off the l ights or los ing eye contact 
with o u r congregat ion . H o w can w e u s e this visual aid in our 
preaching? E v e r y t h i n g that w e can print in the bul let in , w e 
can also print o n a t ransparency a n d pro jec t o n t o the screen. 
Q u i z z e s , quotes , agree/disagree s t a t e m e n t s , out l ines , verses 
of Scr ipture , k e y w o r d s a n d p h r a s e s , cross re fe rences , t h e m e 
or proposi t ion s t a t e m e n t s , q u e s t i o n s , case s tudies , " W h a t 
w o u l d you d o ? " s i tuat ions , a n d m o r e . 

For e x a m p l e , as p e o p l e sit in the sanc tuary wai t ing for 
the service to start , their th inking could b e s t imulated a n d 
directed by a q u o t e o n the screen that r e a d s : 

"When Christians don't suffer, the church does . " 

P o n d e r i n g this s t a t e m e n t w o u l d h e l p p r e p a r e the congrega
tion to l isten careful ly to a s e r m o n that will explain i t . 1 O r , o n 
the l ighter s ide , a m e s s a g e o n faith a n d d o u b t could b e 
focused in a w o r d picture like this : 

"Doubts are ants in the pants of faith." 2 

This is a totally dif ferent w a y of express ing truth. It h a s a bite 
to it. It will s t ing y o u into i n v o l v e m e n t . O r a n o t h e r : 

"Always pray about a matter before you talk to 
anyone else about i t ." Agree? Disagree? 
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W O R D 

P R E A C H E R 

Figure 7.1 

Etch truth into the m i n d s of people not only by the s e r m o n s 
y o u preach , but also b y t h e short , p i thy s t a t e m e n t s y o u 
pro jec t o n the screen that boil your s e r m o n d o w n into a few 
choice w o r d s . 

Graphics—vivid visual w a y s of s h o w i n g signif icant 
re la t ionships a n d r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s — c a n a n d should occas ion
ally b e u s e d in y o u r p r e a c h i n g . L i n e s , c ircles , a r rows , a n d 
b o x e s , a long wi th key w o r d s , are effect ive w a y s of depic t ing 
c o n c e p t s , organizat ion , order , s tructure , integrat ion, separa
t ion, d e p e n d e n c y , i n t e r d e p e n d e n c y , s e q u e n c e , origin, a n d 
o t h e r c o n c e p t s . For e x a m p l e , the t w o ar rows in f igure 7.1 
c o n v e y the c o n c e p t that t h e task of the p r e a c h e r is t w o f o l d — 
to get into the W o r d a n d to let the W o r d get into h i m . 

T h e s e two responsibi l i t ies d e m a n d s tudy a n d an o p e n 
n e s s to G o d o n the part of the preacher . If y o u are not s t rong 
in b o t h , y o u r p r e a c h i n g will b e w e a k , sha l low, a n d 
superficial . In f igure 7.2 w e a d d two m o r e a r rows that s h o w 
that the p r e a c h e r is also to get into t h e l ives of h is 
congregat ion a n d let t h e m get into his l ife. 

Get t ing into the W o r d a n d letting the W o r d get into y o u 
require an o n g o i n g des ire to get to k n o w o t h e r s , a n d a 
wi l l ingness to let t h e m get to k n o w y o u . If y o u are not s t rong 
in b o t h , y o u r p r e a c h i n g will b e at b e s t theoret ical ; at w o r s t , 
steri le . Finally, in f igure 7.3 we a d d t w o m o r e arrows to 
indicate that the congregat ion is to get in to the W o r d a n d 
al low the W o r d to get into their e x p e r i e n c e . 
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W O R D 

P R F A P H F I ? K » - C O N G R E G A T I O N 

Figure 7.2 

W O R D 

Figure 7.3 

T h e s e t w o responsibi l i t ies can only b e accompl i shed 
w h e n y o u dec ide that you r congregat ion m u s t learn h o w to 
s tudy a n d apply the Bible o n their o w n , ins tead of jus t 
learning h o w to l isten to the results of y o u r s tudy of the 
W o r d . T h r e e k e y w o r d s a n d six signif icant a r rows h a v e b e e n 
e m p l o y e d to visually art iculate a biblical p h i l o s o p h y of 
p r e a c h i n g — i n fact, a biblical p h i l o s o p h y of minis t ry . A 
s imple d iagram. A signif icant a n d c o m p l e x idea . O u r t empta 
tion is to c lutter u p i m p o r t a n t biblical c o n c e p t s wi th a lot of 
verbiage . S impl i fy ! G o o d visual a ids will h e l p . 

R e m e m b e r , y o u are a p e r s o n , p r e a c h i n g to p e r s o n s . 
O n e of the b e s t w a y s to personal ize y o u r p r e a c h i n g is to 
pro jec t p e o p l e o n t o the screen . All k inds of p e o p l e : m e n a n d 
w o m e n , y o u n g a n d old, h a p p y and sad , black a n d whi te . 
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Give t h e m n a m e s . F o c u s o n their faces . Portray dif ferent 
facial expressions, b e c a u s e each facial express ion arises out of, 
a n d gives evidence for, a particular l i fe-sett ing. 

C o n s i d e r T o m a n d Chery l , a typical couple in their m i d -
thirties (fig. 7 .4) . Cheryl is a h o m e m a k e r , h a s t w o grade-
school chi ldren, a n d w o r k s t w o n ights a w e e k as a n u r s e at a 
local hospi ta l . T o m is an accountant w h o is with a g r o u p , b u t 
is th ink ing ser iously of go ing into b u s i n e s s for h imsel f . T h e y 
m e t in col lege and w e r e marr ied after graduat ion . 

In a s e r m o n y o u could pro ject T o m a n d Chery l o n t o the 
screen a n d give you r congregat ion b iographica l data like that 
g iven a b o v e . A d a p t the in format ion to y o u r set t ing. If t h e y 
live in a rural c o m m u n i t y , y o u m i g h t w a n t to c h a n g e the 
descr ipt ion. Y o u r m a i n p u r p o s e is to relate t h e text y o u are 
p r e a c h i n g to the l i fe-sett ing of this couple . T h e y a p p e a r 
h a p p y — a n d it could b e b e c a u s e t h e y are apply ing this truth 
to their l ives. Y o u m a y w i s h to e laborate o n this condi t ion . 

T o m is contempla t ing a m a j o r j o b - c h a n g e decis ion. 
C o u l d the truth of the text b e related to this decis ion? 

Chery l is g o n e t w o n ights a w e e k f r o m the h o u s e . Is 
this a truth that could tie in wi th the fulf i l lment s h e 
exper iences as a n u r s e ? C o u l d it relate to t h e fact that T o m 
b o u g h t a fancy sports car a n d that is o n e of t h e m a i n r e a s o n s 
C h e r y l h a d to g o b a c k to w o r k ? 

A r e T o m a n d Cheryl h a p p y in part icular areas of their 

Figure 7.4 
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marr iage? If so , is it b e c a u s e t h e y h a v e b e e n putt ing this 
truth into pract ice? D o they jus t look h a p p y , w h e n in fact 
they aren ' t , a n d is it all a facade? Is it b e c a u s e they are 
ignorant of this truth? O r could it b e that t h e y k n o w it, but 
aren ' t d o i n g it? 

O b v i o u s l y y o u d o n ' t try to force the text into all these 
m a t t e r s , b u t s e e k to interpret a n d apply it w h e r e it c learly 
i m p i n g e s o n life. W h i l e you are carrying on this l i fe-sett ing 
preach ing , a d d i n g visual impact to y o u r verbal presenta t ion , 
m e m b e r s of y o u r congregat ion are wi th y o u , not only 
b e c a u s e of w h a t you are saying, but a lso because of w h o m 
they are see ing . In various w a y s they are ident i fying wi th 
T o m and/or Chery l . T h e y o u n g e r o n e s are h e a d e d in that 
direct ion in their exper ience , a n d y o u are p r o m p t i n g t h e m to 
th ink a b o u t w h a t they should d o n o w to e n s u r e a posit ive 
future for t h e m a n d their marr iage . O t h e r s are r ight w h e r e 
T o m a n d C h e r y l are n o w ; f r o m t h e W o r d y o u can give t h e m 
ins ight t h e y can u s e immedia te ly . T h e older o n e s are looking 
back, a n d with a s e a s o n e d matur i ty t h e y are th inking about 
h o w t h e y m a d e s o m e of the s a m e mis takes a n d solved s o m e 
of t h e s a m e k i n d s o f p r o b l e m s b y a p p l y i n g G o d ' s t ruth to 
their l ives . Put t ing T o m a n d C h e r y l o n the sc reen , e v e n for a 
m o m e n t , will e n h a n c e the ability to relate t h e truth to life. 

Th is is Char l ie (fig. 7 .5 ) . 
W h a t is h e reading? P e r h a p s a 
layoff not i ce , a n u n e x p e c t e d 
bill , a letter of re jec t ion , a lower 
grade than h e ant ic ipated. S u g 
gest to y o u r congregat ion a 
n u m b e r of opt ions . 

Life is l ike this . W e all get 
b a d n e w s . Y o u r s e r m o n m a y b e 
a long t h e l ines of J o h n 16:33, 
h e l p i n g p e o p l e accept the real
ity of p r o b l e m s . O r it m a y be a 
text such as Phi l ippians 4 : 6 - 7 , 
he lp ing p e o p l e to realize t h e Figure 7.5 
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p o w e r of prayer . U s i n g t h e s e texts g ives the impress ion that 
w h a t h a s h a p p e n e d w a s n o t Char l ie ' s fault . It could h a v e 
b e e n , a n d y o u m a y w a n t to explore that a v e n u e wi th a 
p a s s a g e such as Galat ians 6 : 7 - 8 . 

Visuals can he lp in application. Y o u h a v e e x p o u n d e d the 
truth of a g iven text a n d n o w y o u i n t e n d to m o u n t a full-
scale invas ion into the l ives of y o u r p e o p l e . You could say 
these w o r d s , or have s o m e o n e else (visible or h idden) say 
t h e m , or put t h e m o n the s c r e e n (see fig. 7 .6 ) . 

"If that's what the Word of God says, and if that's what 
it means, and if it is really true, and I believe it is, then I 
think I had better start making some changes." 

"Good thinking, Fred. Now, 
based on this truth, what spe
cific things can you start doing 
this week in your relationship 
to your customers and fellow 
employees at the office?" 

"You are right on target, Nor
ma. How would these biblical 
imperatives affect your attitude 
toward your invalid husband 
and those rambunctious grand
children?" 

Figure 7.6 

Y o u could furnish these a n s w e r s yoursel f , or y o u could 
d r a w t h e m from a Fred a n d N o r m a of fs tage . Y o u m i g h t 
m a k e a sugges t ion a n d h a v e o n e or b o t h of t h e m disagree 
a n d offer s o m e t h i n g m u c h m o r e per t inent to their respect ive 
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Figure 7.7 

s i tuat ions . In the final analysis , y o u w a n t to in ject truth into 
their l i fe-sett ings a n d to train t h e m to d o it o n their o w n . T o 
d o this y o u m a y h a v e to c o m e across as s o m e o n e w h o 
d o e s n ' t h a v e all the a n s w e r s . W h a t a b l o w ! 

Occupations are a n o t h e r crucial area (fig. 7 .7) . Y o u r 
p e o p l e s p e n d forty h o u r s a w e e k at their j o b s . W h a t they d o 
is i m p o r t a n t . H o w t h e y d o it is a lso impor tant . Give yo ur 
p e o p l e n a m e s : Shei la Secre tary , B e r t Bui lder . T h e n relate the 
W o r d to t h e i m p o r t a n c e of their j obs a n d to the quality of 
their w o r k . H o w d o t h e y feel a b o u t w h a t t h e y are do ing? 
W h a t d o e s it m e a n for each of t h e m to b e successful? H o w 
can t h e y w i t n e s s o n the j o b ? W h a t pressures are there to b e 
s l o p p y , s l o w , d i s h o n e s t ? W h a t potent ia l for a d v a n c e m e n t is 
there? C a n w h a t they are d o i n g b e classif ied as " t h e Lord ' s 
w o r k " ? 

B e sure to u s e pic tures that can b e re lated to m e m b e r s 
of y o u r congregat ion . T h e visuals in f igure 7.7 are quite 
re levant to t h e bui ld ing t rades or off ice w o r k . T o t o u c h o t h e r 
people y o u m i g h t depict , o r at least refer to , B o s s B a r n e y , 
w h o superv ises Ber t ' s carpentry , o r B a n k e r Bill, w h o p u t s u p 
the m o n e y for t h e ent i re pro jec t . She i la m a y w o r k for 
M a n a g e r M a u d e — w h o normal ly is a t eddy b e a r but n o w 
a n d t h e n a tyrant . It is y o u r privi lege as the p r e a c h e r to br ing 
the truth of t h e W o r d into t h e wor ld w h e r e yo ur p e o p l e 
w o r k . 
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Figure 7.8 

Overlays g ive u s t h e c h a n c e to d e v e l o p a sequence. T h a t ' s 
t h e w a y w e l ive, in s e q u e n c e , cons tant ly process ing data 
f r o m with in a n d b e y o n d ourse lves a n d t h e n r e s p o n d i n g wi th 
o u r t h o u g h t s , fee l ings , a n d ac t ions . 

H e r e is Sensi t ive S teve (fig. 7 .8) . In s c e n e 1, h e d o e s n ' t 
look too h a p p y . W h y n o t ? A c u s t o m e r j u s t w o r k e d h i m over 
on t h e p h o n e for n o t del iver ing an order o n t ime . It caught 
S t e v e off guard , a n d h is i m m e d i a t e react ion w a s to b e 
miserab le , m a d , a n d sad . H e m i g h t b e saying t h i n g s to 
h i m s e l f l ike " I t ' s not m y fault , i t 's t h e s h i p p i n g depart 
m e n t ' s " or " T h a t ' s t h e third t ime this w e e k this h a s 
h a p p e n e d ; I can ' t s e e m to d o a n y t h i n g right." 

Y o u might ask your congregat ion to c o m e u p with 
w o r d s a n d p h r a s e s that could descr ibe w h a t is g o i n g o n 
ins ide S teve . T h e y k n o w . T h e y ' v e b e e n there . 

N o w pro jec t t h e s e c o n d panel o n t o t h e screen , over lap
p i n g t h e first i l lustration. T h e facial express ion a n d the size 
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of the c loud w o u l d indicate that S teve is mul l ing his w a y 
through this exper ience in a fairly h e a l t h y , posit ive w a y . 
Could that b e b e c a u s e h e is br inging t h e W o r d of G o d into 
this s i tuat ion? It certainly could b e . A s a mat ter of fact, it 
could b e the very port ion o f Scr ipture on w h i c h you are 
p r e a c h i n g . T h e Scr iptures say s o m e t h i n g about m a k i n g 
promises y o u can ' t k e e p ; a b o u t deal ing wi th p e o p l e w h o are 
angry a n d overbear ing ; about learning f r o m adversi ty . 

N e x t c o m e s p a n e l 3 , over lapping the o t h e r s : t h e s u n is 
sh in ing a n d S t e v e is smil ing. H o w long did it take h i m to 
w o r k his w a y t h r o u g h t h e s e i s sues? A f e w m o m e n t s , a 
n u m b e r of h o u r s , m a y b e all d a y , or e v e n all w e e k . But h e 
w a s sensi t ive e n o u g h to relate the W o r d of G o d to his life-
set t ing, a n d that ' s w h a t y o u w a n t your p e o p l e to b e able to 
d o . A r e y o u equipping t h e m to d o that? D o you see h o w 
pictures will he lp? 

S t e v e c a m e t h r o u g h h is exper ience wi th flying colors 
a n d e n d e d u p with a smi le o n his face. It d o e s n ' t a lways 
w o r k like that . S o m e t i m e s mat ters g o f r o m bad to w o r s e . 
M e e t m y f r iend , Glor ia , for ins tance . I call h e r " G l o o m y 
G l o r i a , " b e c a u s e s h e tends to t u r n n u m e r o u s negat ive facts 
loose in h e r m i n d . A s t h e y r o a m a r o u n d ins ide h e r , they not 
only bru ise h e r e g o , b u t a lso t e n d t o co lor h e r out look o n 
l i f e — a t bes t , b lue ; at wors t , b lack. 

In t h e first s cene (fig. 7 .9) y o u can s e e a c loud wi th a 
s o m b e r l ining b e g i n n i n g to form. W h y ? Gloria is th inking of 
t h e n e v e r - e n d i n g d e m a n d s p laced u p o n h e r to b e a g o r g e o u s 
wife a n d a m o d e l m o t h e r . In s c e n e 2 s h e a d d s to her list the 
cha l lenge of b e i n g a g o u r m e t c o o k a n d a n efficient h o u s e 
k e e p e r . T h e c l o u d gets b igger , l o w e r , darker ; the look o n her 
face , m o r e p e r p l e x e d . In s c e n e 3 s h e p o n d e r s t h e probability 
that s h e will n e v e r get to e n g a g e in the m e d - t e c h career s h e 
w a s t ra ined for. Living with unfulf i l led des i res a n d d r e a m s 
can b e frustrat ing a n d d e p r e s s i n g , especial ly w h e n y o u are a 
perfect ionist , a s Gloria is . 

P r e a c h e r , l ike it o r n o t , y o u are minis ter ing to p e o p l e 
like Gloria . O n c e in a whi le , e x p o u n d on a text that will a l low 
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Figure 7.9 

y o u to visual ize a n d relate to the three p h a s e s of Glor ia ' s 
d e p r e s s i o n . D o this , a n d I g u a r a n t e e that y o u will h a v e t h e 
rapt at tent ion of every w o m a n in y o u r congregat ion . T h e y 
will n o t only l isten to y o u , b u t a lso ident i fy wi th G l o r i a — a n d 
t h e y will b e looking for a n s w e r s f r o m t h e W o r d of G o d . 
F u r t h e r m o r e , y o u will reach the m e n in yo ur a u d i e n c e , for 
t h e y will b e ask ing t h e m s e l v e s t w o p r i m e ques t ions : " W h a t 
a m I do ing to fos ter this d e p r e s s i o n ? " a n d " W h a t can I d o to 
h e l p ? " Give t h e m a n s w e r s . 

T h e n there is S t ressed-out S a m (fig. 7 .10) . ( O r it could 
b e B u r n e d - o u t B e c k y ? W o m e n are n o t i m m u n e f rom p r e s 
sure . ) Every day S a m plays this g a m e cal led " P e r f e c t i o n . " H e 
shuff les the cards , cuts the deck , a n d deals h imse l f a h a n d , 
h o p i n g to get t h e cards labeled " B e e v e r y w h e r e , " " K n o w 
e v e r y t h i n g , " " D o e v e r y t h i n g , " " J u d g e e v e r y o n e , " " E q u i p 
e v e r y o n e . " H e n e v e r s e e m s to d r a w t h e s e cards , b u t b e i n g 
t h e driven p e r s o n that h e is , h e h a s f ine - tuned his " b l u f f i n g " 
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Figure 7.10 

skills a n d plays a m e a n g a m e of perfect ion, e v e n t h o u g h , in 
his in frequent m o m e n t s of rat ional th inking , h e k n o w s it 's 
n o t in the cards for h imsel f or a n y o n e e lse . 

W h a t biblical pr inciples is S a m violating to get himself 
into this m o d e o f th inking a n d l iving? W h a t biblical insights 
w o u l d h e l p h i m lower his t ens ion a n d frenzy? W h a t d o 
p e o p l e w h o live wi th h i m a n d w o r k wi th h i m need? 
E v e r y o n e exper iences s t ress . T h e picture a b o v e m a y over
state the condi t ion of a p e r s o n u n d e r a lot of s t ress , but it is 
so graphic it will get e v e r y o n e ' s a t tent ion . W e magni fy the 
p r o b l e m in order to facilitate evaluat ion a n d solut ion. 

H e r e are s o m e guidel ines for o v e r h e a d pro jec t ion . It is a 
power fu l visual a id , so u s e it. D o n ' t u s e it all the t ime , lest 
y o u b e c o m e too d e p e n d e n t o n it a n d too predictable with it. 
B u y a g o o d screen; pos i t ion it so that it can b e seen b y 
e v e r y o n e w i t h o u t a " k e y s t o n e " distort ion. S e c u r e a g o o d 
o v e r h e a d pro jector ; put it o n a s tand that is solid a n d the 
right he ight . Furn ish a n d arrange your plat form a n d pulpit 
s o that t h e pro jec tor is n o t a n uns ight ly intrus ion . Look for 
people in y o u r c h u r c h w h o h a v e artistic or graphics interests 
or e x p e r i e n c e . Recruit t h e m a n d u s e t h e m . Secure the basic 
e q u i p m e n t y o u n e e d to m a k e quality t r a n s p a r e n c i e s — q u a l 
ity in color a n d des ign . T h e wor ld a r o u n d us is p r o f u s e with 
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CREATIVITY IN PREACHING 

quality m e d i a . D o n ' t let your church g o second-ra te . E v e n if 
y o u can ' t start wi th h igh quali ty, a im toward it. 

IN C O N C L U S I O N 

T h e r e are m a n y , m a n y m o r e creat ive th ings you can d o 
wi th t h e o v e r h e a d pro jec tor , a n d o t h e r visual a ids . W e h a v e 
m e n t i o n e d a f e w a n d purposefu l ly tied t h e m in with o u r life-
set t ing perspect ive . If y o u aren ' t us ing visual a ids regularly , 
you o u g h t to c h a n g e . T h e p r e a c h i n g minis t ry is too signific
ant for u s to set n a r r o w , rigid l imits o n h o w w e p r e a c h . 
P e o p l e a n d their cul tures are too diverse for us to a s s u m e 
there is o n e bes t w a y to c o m m u n i c a t e truth to t h e m . A n d 
finally, each p r e a c h e r is so u n i q u e that it is a t ragedy for h i m 
n o t to discover , d e v e l o p , a n d u s e this G o d - g i v e n u n i q u e n e s s 
creat ively in his o w n preach ing . 
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Epilogue 

This is a b o o k about p r e a c h i n g . 

A b o u t preach ing creat ively. 

Th is is a b o o k about l i fe-sett ings. 

A b o u t discover ing a n d us ing t h e m . 

T h i s b o o k says that g o o d p r e a c h i n g will . . . 

creat ively re-create the l i fe-sett ing of the text , 
creatively relate to t h e l i fe-sett ing of t h e congregat ion , 
creat ively u s e the l i fe-sett ing of the preacher , a n d 
creat ively e m p l o y l i fe-sett ing p r e a c h i n g m e t h o d s . 

Th is b o o k says that y o u can b e a m o r e creat ive preacher . 

If y o u w a n t to . 
I f y o u w o r k a t it. 

Th is b o o k will probably c a u s e o n e of t h e fol lowing re
s p o n s e s : 

Res ignat ion : " N o t m e . " 
Procrast inat ion: " N o t n o w . " 
C o n s e c r a t i o n : " I ' l l d o i t . " 

This b o o k h a s g o n e as far as it can go . 

N o w it 's u p to y o u . 
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Notes 

Chapter 1 

1. 2 Corinthians 5:18-21: "All this" would relate to the truth in 
the text about being a new creation in Christ. The reality of this 
truth is "from God." "Who reconciled us to himself through Christ" 
is also part of the text to be proclaimed. It is a clear, simple 
statement of the message of reconciliation. "Gave u s " emphasizes 
the preachers who were assigned the task of preaching. "The 
ministry of reconciliation" stresses the preaching, with "ministry" 
(Gr., diakoniari) giving attention to the loving activity of the preacher 
as a servant. 

"That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting men's sins against t h e m " — a n enlarged restatement of the 
text, i .e. , the message of reconciliation. Note, however, that here 
"he has committed to us the message of reconciliation." Message 
(Gr., logon) underscores the importance of the text. The preacher is 
an "ambassador" who communicates important messages (tots) to 
those in other countries. He seeks to present and explain (preach) as 
clearly and as accurately as he can. "Making his appeal through u s " 
combines the preacher and his preaching, as does also "we implore 
you . " Verse 21 is a climaxing, reconfirming condensation of the 
message of the text. 

Chapter 2 

1. See Acts 14:15; 17:24-28; Colossians 1:15-17, and 2 Peter 
3 : 1 - 1 6 for further insights on God as creator, sustainer, and re-
creator. 

2. See the author's book The Trauma of Transparency (Portland, 
Oreg.: Multnomah, 1979), ch. 1, for additional thoughts on the 
relationship between Adam and Eve before the Fall. 
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Notes 

3. Richard F. Lovelace, Renewal as a Way of Life (Downers Grove, 
111.: InterVarsity, 1985), pp. 7 5 - 7 6 . Lovelace has three excellent 
chapters on the world, the flesh, and the devil. 

Chapter 3 

1. Paul L. Kaufman, An Introductory Grammar of New Testament 
Greek (Palm Springs, Calif.: Ronald N. Haynes, 1982), p. 136. 

2. Ibid., p. 32. For further insight on the different uses of ex as 
a prefix, see A. T. Robertson, A Grammar of the Greek New Testament 
in the Light of Historical Research (Nashville: Broadman, 1934). The 
terms artios and exertismenos are discussed in The New International 
Dictionary of New Testament Theology, ed. Colin Brown (Grand 
Rapids: Zondervan, 1978), 3:350. 

3. Here are some data for you. The couplets in 2 Corinthians 
4 : 8 - 9 are instructive. Note the intensifying prefix that moves one 
from perplexity to despair. The power of God will keep that from 
happening (4:7). The double prefixed word in Romans 15:32 will 
help you better to understand Paul's concept of how believers 
rejuvenate and refresh one another. It seems redundant to add syn 
before koinoneo as Paul did in Philippians 4:14. Why would he have 
done this? 

4. See the author's book The Trauma of Transparency (Portland, 
Oreg.: Multnomah, 1979), ch. 8, for insight on "Communicating 
With Yourself." 

Chapter 4 

1. Henri J . M. Nouwen, The Wounded Healer (Garden City, N.Y.: 
Doubleday, 1972). 

2. For additional information on using laypeople in sermon 
preparation and evaluation, see Reuel L. Howe, Partners in Preaching 
(New York: Seabury, 1967). 
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Chapter 5 

1. IDAK Research Associates, Inc., has developed a simple 
Talent Discovery Guide and a more detailed Career Match, both of 
which are designed to help people discover their God-given talents. 
For information, write IDAK, 7931 N.E. Halsey, Portland, OR 
97213. 

2. See Myron R. Chartier, Preaching as Communication (Nash
ville: Abingdon, 1981). Chapter 2 contains an excellent treatment of 
"Self-disclosure in Preaching." I recommend that the entire book be 
read by every preacher. 

Chapter 6 

1. Charlotte I. Lee, Oral Reading of the Scriptures. (Boston: 
Houghton Mifflin, 1974). The author provides insights for the public 
oral reading of the Scriptures with attention to their different 
literary styles. 

2. Reuel L. Howe, The Miracle of Dialogue (New York: Seabury, 
1963), p. 32. 

Chapter 7 

1. This is a sermon based on Philippians 1:27-30. The thrust is 
that the church is supposed to prepare its people to live in the world 
in such a way that they may have to suffer hostility, rejection, and 
so on. The same church is then available to help us when we do 
suffer. But when Christians don't suffer, the church does. It suffers 
from a lack of purpose and a failure to do what it is supposed to do. 
It is existing, but not ministering; therefore it is suffering. 

2. Frederick Buechner, Wishful Thinking—A Theological ABC 
(New York: Harper & Row, 1973), p. 20. A theological dictionary 
with brief, pithy definitions of many biblical terms and theological 
concepts. 
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