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Chapter la - Hebrew Alphabet
twenty—three consonants

Letter

il (I R U 4

TS ESE JYKUYOY D JU

Name

Alef
Bet
Gimel
Dalet
He
Waw
Zayin
Oet
Tet
Yod
Kaf
Lamed
Mem
Nun
Samek
Ayin
Pe
Tsade
Qof
Resh
Sin
Shin
Taw

Pronunciation

silent

b as in boy

g asin God
d as in day

h as in hay

w as in way

z as In Zion
chas in Bach
tasintoy
yasin yes
kas in king

[ as in lion

m as in mother
n as in now

s asinsin
silent

p as in pastor
ts as in boots
kas in king
rasinrun

s asinsin

sh as in ship
t as in toy

http://servantofmessiah.org

Transliteration

v

"t Y I TR TN AR

S QO T

e

~  Ux



Chapter 1b - Hebrew Alphabet
five final forms

Five Hebrew letters have “final” forms. When one of these

letters occurs at the end of a word, it is written differently

than when it appears at the beginning or in the middle of

aword. The changing of a letter’s form, however, does not
change its pronunciation or transliteration.

Regular Final Example Translit. Translation
Form Form

D T T drk road, way
A

0 oy >m nation, people
1 11°7 Zgn old man, elder

D) 3 702 ksp money, silver
v N <k earth, land
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Chapter 1c - Hebrew Alphabet
siXx begadkephat consonants

Six consonants have two possible pronunciations and are known as
begadkephat consonants. To distinguish between the two pronunciations, a
dot called Daghesh Lene was inserted into the consonant. The presence of

Daghesh Lene indicates a hard pronunciation and its absence denotes a soft
pronunciation.

Begadkephat  Pronunciation  Transliteration

Letter

ol b as in boy b
ml v as in vine b
A g as in God g
A gh as in aghast g
K| d as in day d
T dh as in the d
) kas in king k
o ch as in Bach k
D) p as in pastor p
> ph as in alphabet D
I tas in toy [
n thas in thin I
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Chapter 1d - Hebrew Alphabet
easily confused letters

Hebrew consonants that look alike

1. 2 (Bet) 2 (Kaf)

2 2 (Gimel) 1 (Nun)

3. 1 (He) 7 (Oet) N (Taw)
4. @ (Sin) ¥ (Shin)

5. O (final Mem) D (Samek)

6 7 (Dalet) 7 (Resh)

7. X (Tsade) Y (Ayin)

8 1 (Waw) T (Zayin)

9 1 (Waw) 7 (final Nun)

10. T (final Kaf) 7 (final Nun)

Hebrew consonants that sound alike
1. U (Tet) R (Taw with Daghesh Lene)
2. 7 (Qof) 2 (Kaf with Daghesh Lene)
3. D (Samek) ¥ (Sin)
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Chapter le - Hebrew Alphabet
modern pronunciation

The pronunciation of modern Hebrew differs in a number
of ways from ancient pronunciation. With the three
begadkephat consonants listed below, the forms without
Daghesh Lene are pronounced like the forms with
Daghesh Lene in modern Hebrew.

Traditional Modern
Consonant  Pronunciation Pronunciation
A gh as in aghast g as in God
T dh as in the d as in day
n th as in thin tas in toy
) w as in way Vv as invine
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Chapter 2a - Hebrew Vowels
vowels with consonants

Deuteronomy 6:5

no vowel pointing

l

7225 922 TPI9R 77 DX NAONY

1227 222 IOR MM, DR DTN

T

with vowel pointing

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 2b - Hebrew Vowels
short vowels

2.3 Vowel Chart 1: Short Vowels.

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration
a-type | 2  Pathach aas in bat a
e-type 3 Seghol e as in better e
I-type 3 Hireq I as in bitter i
o-type ; Qamets Hatuf oas in bottle 0
u-type 3 Qibbuts uasinruler u
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Chapter 2c - Hebrew Vowels
changable long vowels

2.4 Vowel Chart 2: Changeable Long Vowels

Vowel Name Pronunciation Transliteration
a-type ; Qamets a as in father a
e-type 3 Tsere e as in they e
otype | 2 Holem oas in role o
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Chapter 2d - Hebrew Vowels
unchangable long vowels

2.5 Vowel Chart 3: Unchangeable Long Vowels

VVowel Name Pronunciation  Transliteration
a-type "; Qamets Yod ou as in bought a
e-type | ' Tsere Yod e as in they 8
"3 Seghol Yod e as in better é
I-type ’3. Hireq Yod I as in machine a
o-type ﬁﬂ. Holem Waw oas in role 0
u-type 12 Shureq uasinruler U
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Chapter 2e - Hebrew Vowels
reduced (hateph) vowels

2.6 VVowel Chart 4. Reduced (Hateph) Vowels

Vowel Name Pronunciation  Transliteration
a-type _3. Hateph Pathach  aas in amuse a
e-type 3 Hateph Seghol aas in amuse e
o-type ; Hateph Qamets aasin amuse 0

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 2f - Hebrew Vowels
summary vowel chart

Short ol ol ol ol ol

= . -
Pathach Seghol Hireq Qamets Qibbuts
Hatuf
Changeable 2 ol ol
Long Qamets Tsere Holem

Unchangeable | 3 ’3/’3 ’3 12 13

Long Qamets  Tsere Yod/ Hireq Holem Shureq
Yod Seghol Yod Yod Waw

Reduced ol ol ol

= T
Hateph Hateph Hateph
Pathach Seghol Qamets
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Chapter 2g - Hebrew Vowels
shewa

2

This vowel symbol is called Shewa.

It is not listed in the vowel charts because it is not like any
other vowel. It does not belong to any phonetic class.
There are two types of Shewa in Hebrew:

Silent Shewa and Vocal Shewa.

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 2h - Hebrew Vowels
daghesh forte

2

This pointing symbol is called Daghesh Forte.

It looks exactly like the Daghesh Lene but it is used to
double the consonant in which it occurs. For example, the
Hebrew word 2°2%7 (the heavens) has a Daghesh Forte in

the Shin (¥). It should be rendered, therefore, with two
Shins (W), hajjamayim. The Daghesh Forte can occur in

any consonant except the gutturals (X, ¥, 7, 1) and 9.

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 21 - Hebrew Vowels
defective writing

Example

Example

Example

Full Defective
Writing Writing
ﬁﬂ .3. Holem Waw to Holem
W?'IW WQW ram’s horn
12 :1 Shureq to Qibbuts
VITD 0 YT why
’3 3. Hireq Yod to Hireq
17 TT David

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 3a - Syllabification
two rules

1. Every syllable must begin with one consonant
and have only one vowel. The following
example has two syllables, each beginning
with a consonant and each having only one
vowel.

127 O 927 dabar

2. There are only two types of syllables: open and
closed. Open syllables end with a vowel and
closed syllables end with a consonant. In

the above example, 7 (da), is open because
it ends in a vowel and 72 (bar), is closed
because it ends in a consonant.

gkl

N

Closed Open
Syllable Syllable
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Chapter 3b - Syllabification
hebrew accent

Most Hebrew words are accented or stressed
on the last syllable. Some are not. The stress
in words not accented on the last syllable
will be indicated by an accent mark
over the stressed syllable as
in the following example.

190

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 3c - Syllabification
syllable classification

syllables may be classified according to
their proximity to the accent

afalhlf;

TN

tonic pretonic propretonic

syllables may be classified without
reference to accent

D217

TN

ultima penultima antepenultima
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Chapter 4a - Hebrew Nouns
Inflectional endings

4.2 Endings on Masculine and Feminine Nouns.

Masculine Feminine
Singular D0 horse 7R law
Plural 0010 horses MR laws
Dual 0’070 two horses D?ij‘lﬂ two laws

4.4 Summary of Noun Endings.

Masculine Feminine
Singular endingless a_/n_/n.
Plural all m
Dual o’ o°n_ /0.
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Chapter 4b- Hebrew Nouns
exceptions to rules

Endingless Feminine Nouns. Not all endingless nouns
are masculine singular. In a few instances, feminine

singular nouns are also endingless as in Vﬁ& (land), ¥
(city) and 135{ (stone).

. Exception to Normal Pluralization. Some singular
nouns of one gender take the plural endings of the other

gender. For example, the masculine singular noun 2X
(father) takes the feminine plural ending N1 as in N12X.

. Special Dual Nouns. There are three special Hebrew
words that are always dual in form but normally singular

in translation: D??_Stgf (heaven, heavens), nﬁxn (Egypt)
and D°R (water).

. Irregular Stem Change. Some Hebrew nouns will alter
their actual (consonantal) stem when they add their

plural endings. For example, the plural of 01 (day) is
0°1° (days), the plural of WK (man) is 2°WIX (men) and
the plural of WX (wWoman) is 2°¥1 (women).

. Defective Spelling of N1. Occasionally, the feminine
plural ending N will be spelled N (with Holem rather
than Holem Waw). For example, the plural of A7V

(congregation) may appear either as N17Y or NTY. The

shorter spelling is called “defective spelling” and the
longer spelling is called “full spelling.”

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 4c - Hebrew Nouns
patterns of noun pluralization

. Pluralization with No Change
7 song O 0°7°Y songs
Dﬁbi_'j dream O n‘lmﬂ'} dreams

. Pluralization with Propretonic Reduction

127 word N 0°727 words

1d¥ cloud N 0°11¥ clouds
. Pluralization of Segholate Nouns

778 king 0 D°277% kings

190 book O 0°790 books

. Pluralization of Geminate Nouns
QY people N Q7Y peoples
P statute O agrly
. Irregular Pluralization

73 son 0 0°12 sons
X man 0  DWIR men

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5a - Introduction
chapter summary

1. DEFINITE ARTICLE

Basic form 0

Translation “the”

2. CONJUNCTION WAW

Basic form ]

Translation “and”

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5b - Introduction
distributional significance

Total Verses 23,213
Total Words 471,096

Article 24.058

5.1%
1.04 per verse

Conjunction 50,524

10.7%
2.2 per verse

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5c - Definite Article
basic form

In Hebrew, a noun is made definite

by prefixing the definite article which consists of /1 plus a
Daghesh Forte in the first consonant of the noun.

Topd = T2 +- 1

Definite Article

nivioh

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5d - Definite Article
basic form: top 10 examples

-
2. apl
3. DW
s XD
5. [2In
6. al
/A
5. Dipn
0. 1TV
0 o

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5e - Definite Article
with begadkephat consonants

When adding the definite article to words
with an initial begadkephat consonant,
the Daghesh Lene is replaced by a Daghesh Forte.

Indefinite Noun Definite Noun

N’ ahouse (1 DN%277 the house
)4 aroad [ 37 the road
ﬁﬁﬂ% awarrior [ 71338 the warrior

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5f - Definite Article
with guttural consonants

Compensatory Lengthening

with initial X, 7 and Y, the guttural rejects the Dagesh
Forte and Pathach lengthens to Qamets.

W’x aman [ W’Na the man

Virtual Doubling

With initial 11 or I, the guttural rejects the Daghesh Forte
but the Pathach does not lengthen to Qamets.

]7?"17 a palace [] b?"ﬂa the palace

Irregular Seghol

Before unnaccented 3.] :‘ or T:‘ (U may also be accented), the definite article
appears with the Seghol vowel and without the Daghesh Forte.

D?U a wise man [ D??:m the wise man

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5g - Definite Article
with initial * and 2

Words that begin with ? or 2 usually give up

the Daghesh Forte that is associated
with the definite article.

D°77° boys O D77’ theboys
D’blj?ﬂ spies [ D”?Jj?ba the spies

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5h - Definite Article
alternate forms: top examples

bk pho! V/V/R N/ />
1. I Y nnin 077
2. 727 WX hyely kel
3. M3 el 27m alybyla
4. 17y 2277 D NYn
5. oz WX A ajlizfrinla

139 13T

2 el

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 51 - Definite Article
summary of forms

Basic Form X1 1’7738
Begadkephat 1l akoby
Gutturals 7/¥/R 2 W"Na
Gutturals 17/1 2 b?’ﬂa
Gutturals ¥/11/13 ﬂ T;SJ”
Miscellaneous 1/ 1 D"'f?’a

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5j - Conjunction ]
basic form

Before most consonants

the conjunction will appear as 'l

—Waw with Vocal Shewa—

2] and aservant
TWR)  and awoman
TWRI1  and the woman
WOR)  andaman

W’N:ﬂ and the man

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5k - Conjunction )
basic form: top 10 examples

1. WX
2. a)i/
3. PRI
4. N>
5. 110X
o T
;A
8. NWN
0. rio
0. 7922
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Chapter 51 - Conjunction ]
spelled with shureq

Before 2, 2 or 9 it is spelled with Shureq
-IbD + 'l O -|]7D1 and a king
ﬂ.yj@ + 1 O Y -1@1 and Pharaoh

Before VVocal Shewa it is spelled with Shureq
D’-\?D + 1 O D"‘!?Qq and books
77&1?3'(27 + 'l O 77?{173(2” and Samuel

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5m - Conjunction )
with short vowels and gamets

Before Hateph vowels it is spelled with
the corresponding short vowel

D’W;@( + 'l 0 D"WJN'I and men

T ==

ﬂ?DN + 1 [ ﬂ?ﬁ?ﬂ and truth

Before some monosyllabic words or words with
initial accent it may be spelled with Qamets

]N.K + 'l 0 1&3] and sheep
Dﬂb +1 O Dﬂb] and bread

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 5n - Conjunction ]
alternate forms: examples

B/n/2 Vocal Shewa  Hateph Vowels  Monosyllabic/
Initial Accent

1 m3a WY D°WIR 77’
2. Dia e 0 72y akialg)
3. A w27 My D23
4 vRYR DR oYX DWW
5. D 37 my owRan

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 50 - Conjunction ]
summary of forms

Basic Form '| st:n
Before 5/1/2 b -Ibzn
Before VVocal Shewa I D"j ?01
Before Hateph Vowels 1/] D"W.R{]
Before Monosyllabic J 1&32

Initinal Accent

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 6a - Prepositions
three types

Independent Prepositions
These prepositions stand alone.

‘[’773.‘( "JD’? before the king
Vya .m_'f.zj under the tree

Maqggef Prepositions
These prepositions are joined to their objects by Maqgef.

‘7;’33‘5& to the temple
P72 from the land

Inseparable Prepositions
These prepositions are prefixed directly to their objects.

77V inafield
'['7733 like a king

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 6b - Prepositions
three inseparable prepositions

2 in, by, with (15,559)
? to, for (20,320)

D like, as, according to (3,053)
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Chapter 6¢ - Prepositions
spelling inseparable prepositions

Before most consonants: Shewa
703 inafield
ﬁﬁ]? for a young man

Before Hateph vowels: corresponding short vowel

D’WJND like men

. T = -

NJNJ in truth

Before consonants with VVocal Shewa: Hireq
D’X’:};]? for prophets
ﬂ"'mb for a covenant

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 6d - Prepositions
Inseparable prepositions
with the definite article

The vowel and Daghesh Forte of the definite article is
retained but the consonant of the preposition replaces the

i1 of the definite article.

OTW0 thefield O 7Y inthe field
'['7?3.7 theking [ 15733 like the king
WND the fire L WN; in the fire

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 6e - Prepositions
the preposition 1

The preposition 77 occurs both as a Maqqef preposition
and as an inseparable preposition.

Maqggef Preposition
-|7723-]73 from a king

Inseparable Preposition

TR 0 AN s
2T 0 NN e
UOR™IM 0 UWORD  (compensatory lengthening)
PIRTTTR 0 PIRID compensatory enginring
YINT1 0 YN (irtual doubling

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 6f - Prepositions
definite direct object marker

In Hebrew prose, definite direct objects
are usually marked with "NX/NK.

DY DX D798 X732
77272 79907NK X237 0]
AN T 20K

0y? PRINIATIN 7797 10

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 7a - Hebrew Adjectives
Inflection (form)

Inflected Adjective

Masculine Feminine
Singular 3.“3 n;‘lU
Plural D’;“ﬂ ni2iv

Inflectional Endings

Masculine Feminine
Singular 0 B}
Plural el . b
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Chapter 7b - Hebrew Adjectives
the use of adjectives

1. Attributive Use. Directly modifies a noun and agrees
with that noun in gender, number and definiteness.

21V WX good man or a good man
2197 WORT  the good man

2. Predicative Use. Asserts something about the noun
and agrees with that noun in gender and number, but
not definiteness. A predicate adjective will never take
the definite article.

210 WX The man is good.

AWRI 7210 The woman is good.

3. Substantival Use. Adjectives may be used
independently as nouns with no noun for the adjective
to modify.

DJn:1  the wise man.

NIV the good women
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Chapter 7c - Hebrew Adjectives
the directional ending

In Hebrew, a special ending may be added to a
word in order to express the idea of motion toward
someone or something. This special ending is the

directional ending 71_(it is always unaccented).

N°2 house 0O 10?33 to the house

Y city [ 1V toward the city

DY heaven O [2°2W3  heavenward
XN Egypt O  I2)2¥R to Egypt

QW there [ nRY  to there

0° sea O M toward the sea

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 7d - Hebrew Adjectives
basic patterns of inflection

1. Inflection with No Change
mhla ﬂ;‘lU
D";m niaw

2. Inflection with Propretonic Reduction
2173 12973
0793172 niziTa

3. Inflection of Adjectives Ending in 1
TR TR
WP mwp

4. Inflection of Geminate Adjectives
m iy 1327
0°29 nian
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Chapter 8a - Hebrew Pronouns
Independent personal pronouns

1 com
2 masc
2 fem
3 masc

3 fem

Notes

Singular Plural

’3'3?5, IR un;m we

AN you anX  you

nX you 110X you

X1 he/it i, Q7 they

X117, X7 she/it 13, 70 they
1. The independent personal pronoun is labelled
independent because it stands alone and is not

prefixed or suffixed to another word.

2. Independent personal pronouns are subjective,
meaning they are used as the subject of a verb, never
as the object of the verb.

3. Independent personal pronouns may also appear as
the subject of a verbless clause. For this reason, they
are sometimes called subject pronouns.

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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Chapter 8b - Hebrew Pronouns
Independent personal pronouns

The following examples illustrate how independent
personal pronouns are used with other nouns or adjectives
in a predicative relationship. The pronoun may precede
or follow the noun or adjective. A form of the verb “to be”
Is required in translation.

T
P77 R RO
210 772 7R

MR 20X

01 AWK X7

T T =

179730 7°Y2 OnX

| am Yahweh (the Lord).

He is a righteous prophet.

You (2ms) are a good Kking.

We are brothers

She is a wise woman.

You (2mp) are in the great city.
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Chapter 8c - Hebrew Pronouns
demonstratives

Singular Plural
Masc a7 this .'I’?N these
Fem NXT  this 178 these
Masc X777 that ARd, O] those
Fem X7 that 13, 70 those

Notes

1. They may be used either as adjectives (this man,
those women) or as pronouns (this is the man, those
are the women).

2. The masculine and feminine singular forms, X377 and
X°7, are identical to the third person masculine and
feminine independent personal pronouns.

3. The demonstrative 19X (these) is both masculine and
feminine plural. Remember that the designation for
this phenomenon is “common,” meaning not inflected
for gender.
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Chapter 8d - Hebrew Pronouns
demonstratives

Hebrew demonstratives may be used
either as adjectives or as pronouns.

Demonstrative Adjectives
follow the noun and agree in gender, number and definiteness.

770 WORT  this man
NI AWRT  this woman
7R7 0°2907 DWIRT  these good men
1787 NI D°WIT  these good women

Demonstrative Pronouns
precede the noun and agree in gender and number but not definiteness.

WORD X177 That is the man.
AWRI X7 That is the woman.
0°2387 DWIRT 7R These are the good men.
N12IW7 2°W3T 735 Those are the good women.
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Chapter 8e - Hebrew Pronouns
the relative pronoun

WX

(who, which, that)

The form of this word does not change in order to indicate
the gender or number of its antecedent. It may appear
with or without Maqqgef. When functioning as a relative
pronoun introducing a relative clause, it immediately
follows the noun it is modifying.

13072 WK YYT  the tree that (is) in the middle
of the garden

D°2W3 NOR™IWKR %777 the mountains that (are) under
the heavens

opIn2 WK ‘[5733 the king whom you chose

717° N°23 WX 717 David, who (is) in the house of
the Lord
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Chapter 8f - Hebrew Pronouns
Interrogative pronouns

’D Who?

H?Q What?

Interrogative pronouns are used to ask a question. These
pronouns do not inflect and can appear with or without
the Maqgef. The vocalization of 72 may change slightly
(77 or 1n). When spelled 11, a Daghesh Forte will usually
appear in the first consonant of the following word.

MW=IN What (is) his name?
DWY=IR  What have you done?
170 22107 7% What (is) this dream?
ANX™R  Who (are) you?
770 WORI™N Who (is) this man?
17PX7 QWIRT A Who (are) these men?
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Chapter 8g - Hebrew Pronouns
the interrogative particle

The interrogative particle is prefixed to the first word of
the sentence. Compare the following examples. The first
example is a statement. The second example is a question
because the interrogative particle has been prefixed to the
first word of the sentence.

by eby '|'7?Jﬂ M2W  The king sent the prophet.
N°230"NR 7720 N2WT  Did the king send the prophet?

The Spelling of the Particle
1. .'( before most consonants as in the above example
2. 11 before gutturals or any consonant with Shewa

3. .'f before gutturals with Qamets
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Chapter 9a - Pronominal Suffixes
grammar summary

e Pronominal suffixes are pronouns that can be either
possessive (his, her, our) or objective (him, her, us).

e These possessive and objective pronouns appear as
suffixes on nouns, prepositions and the definite direct
object marker.

< \When appearing on nouns, they are possessive as in
“his book™ or “her wisdom.” When appearing on
prepositions or the definite direct object marker, they
are objective as in “to them,” “for them,” or “them.”

= All pronominal suffixes have person, gender and
number.

e There are two sets of pronominal suffixes: Type 1 and
Type 2. Both types have the same possessive and
objective translation values.

= With few exceptions, Type 1 suffixes occur with
singular nouns and Type 2 suffixes occur with plural
nouns.
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Chapter 9b - Pronominal Suffixes
summary paradigm

Type 1 Type 1 Type 2 Translation
Suffixes Alternate  Suffixes

1cs v °] v my/me
2ms 7 17 your/you
2fs B 1. your/you
3ms ) ih _ his/him
3fs i 1 7 her/her
1cp 12 1%, our/us
2mp a 0l your/you
2fp 72 1. your/you
3mp | Q7 aly o, their/them
3fp 10 _ [ their/them
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Chapter 9c - Pronominal Suffixes
on masculine nouns

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes
Noun ms Noun mp
1cs 010 my horse 010 my horses

2ms | 5910 your horse 7’210 your horses
2fs 71030 your horse 7’010  your horses

3ms | 010 his horse 1°0I0  his horses
3fs HQWD her horse U"QWO her horses
1cp | 11030 our horse 12°070 our horses

2mp | Q2070 your horse | 02010 your horses
2fp | 12070 your horse ]2°010  your horses
3mp| 300 theirhorse | T;°010 their horses
3fp 7010  their horse 10°970  their horses

Note: When pronominal suffixes are added to masculine
plural nouns, the masculine plural ending (B°) is

dropped. With the absence of this ending, a masculine
noun is recognizable as plural only by the use of Type 2
pronominal suffixes.
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Chapter 9d - Pronominal Suffixes
on feminine nouns

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes
Noun fs Noun fp
1cs NN my law MIMA my laws
2ms | FNMA  your law TDIMR your laws
2fs | NN your law 7D your laws
3ms | INTNA  his law PDITA  his laws
3fs | ANDTA  her law DTN her laws
1cp | DD ourlaw 1°D037A  our laws
2mp | Q2NN yourlaw | B°MMA your laws
2fp | 120N yourlaw | 12°DITNA your laws
3mp| DDA theirlaw | DDA their laws
3fp MNP theirlaw | TPMTA  their laws

Note: When a feminine singular noun ending in 71 _(as
in 7710) receives a pronominal suffix, the 77 is replaced
by N (7730 becomes N7IN).
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Chapter 9e - Pronominal Suffixes
on monosyllabic nouns

1cs
2ms
2fs
3ms
3fs

1cp
2mp
2fp
3mp
3fp

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes
Noun ms Noun mp

X my brother MX my brothers
J°OX  your brother 7°OX  your brothers
I°0OX  your brother °0X  your brothers

1IN his brother IR his brothers

J° 0N her brother dJ°0OX  her brothers

11°0OX  our brother 12°0OX  our brothers
DJ°TIX  your brother | QJ°NINX  your brothers
12°IX  your brother 12°NIX  your brothers
QNI their brother | QIR their brothers
1°NR their brother 10°NR their brothers

Note: Certain singular monosyllabic nouns add ° to

their stem before a pronominal suffix. The addition of
this > to singular nouns with Type 1 suffixes may cause
them to be confused with plural nouns having Type 2
suffixes. The singular noun paradigm has Hireq Yod

(°OR, your brother). The plural noun paradigm varies
its vowel but it is never Hireq Yod (70X, your brothers).
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Chapter 9f - Pronominal Suffixes
on prepositions

Type 1 Suffixes Type 2 Suffixes
1cs "V tome ’537 on me
2ms '['7 to you ?l’?STJ on you
2fs '|'7 to you ?|7‘2:g on you
3ms 3% to him 12Y  on him
3fs H? to her :f"?i] on her
1cp WJ‘Q to us WJ"?SJ on us
2mp DD? to you 03’537 on you
2fp 13? to you 13’53 on you
3mp Dﬂ? to them Dﬂ"?l? on them
3fp ]ﬂ’? to them 13’537 on them

Note: The prepositions 7 (to, for), 2 (in, on), Q¥ (with)
and DX (with) all take Type 1 suffixes. Prepositions that
take Type 2 suffixes include: ?¥ (on, upon), 7R (to, for),
nan (under) and *7NX (after).
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Chapter 9g - Pronominal Suffixes

on J and A
3 12

1cs 103 like me 1B from me
2ms 22 like you MR fromyou
2fs T3 like you 7M1 fromyou
3ms | I3 like him 1 from him
3fs 7122 like her 73R from her
1cp 1923 like us 1R fromus
2mp 022 like you 021 from you
2fp 122 like you 12R  from you
3mp 09  like them 0,2  fromthem
3fp 102  like them 107 fromthem

Note: With the preposition 3, forms with singular and
1cp suffixes exhibit a longer, alternate spelling of the
preposition (123). With the preposition 12, forms with
singular and 1cp suffixes also exhibit a longer, alternate
spelling of the preposition.
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Chapter 9h - Pronominal Suffixes

on "NX/NKX
Object Marker Preposition

1cs NR  me AR with me
2ms DR you AR with you
2fs IR you IR with you
3ms DX him AR with him
3fs ADR  her ARX with her
1cp UOR  us UDR  with us
2mp QIR you DINX  with you
2fp 12N you 12X with you
3mp ONX  them OAX  with them
3fp TR them AR with them

Note: The object marker is distinguished by a Holem
vowel over the initial consonant (°nR). It is Seghol in the
2mp and 2fp forms (Q2NX). The preposition is distin-
guished by Hireq under the initial consonant and Daghesh
Forte in the N (°1R).
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Chapter 91 - Pronominal Suffixes

on QV and QY
oy ny
1cs MY with me MY  my people
2ms ARy with you Y your people
2fs qRY  with you 7AY  your people
3ms MY with him Y his people
3fs ARy with her 7Y her people
1cp 18Y  with us 128Y  our people
2mp 0InYy  with you DJnY  your people
2fp 12V with you ]2V your people
3mp 0y with them DAY their people
3fp 1Y with them 1Y their people

Note: The preposition has Hireq (¥, with me) and
the noun has Pathach (¥, my people). Both words take

a Daghesh Forte in the 2 when pronominal suffixes are
added.
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Chapter 10a - Construct Chain
construct and absolute

The first of the two nouns in the construct chain
is called the construct noun and is said to be in the
construct state. The second of the two nouns is
called the absolute noun and is said to be in the
absolute state. The absolute form of a noun is also
its lexical form.

1o0n0 72V

Absolute Noun Construct Noun

“the servant of the king”
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Chapter 10b - Construct Chain
with attributive adjectives

When an adjective modifies either the construct or
absolute noun, it must follow the entire chain. It must
agree with the noun it modifies in gender, number and
definiteness.

2107 PIRT 170
the good king of the land

12107 PING 78
the king of the good land

2107 787 137

the word of the good kiﬁg
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Chapter 10c - Construct Chain
with demonstrative adjectives

Just like attributive adjectives,
demonstrative adjectives must also
follow the construct chain.

7R X°237 0727

these words of the prophet

717 X237 °727

the words of this prophet

777 2387 X237 727

the words of this good prophet

A70 R2237 27

the word of this prophet or
this word of the prophet
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Chapter 10d - Construct Chain
vowel reduction (spelling)

A construct noun surrenders its
primary accent and ...

a. Qamets (and sometimes Tsere) changes to Pathach
in a final closed syllable.

LOWN judgement O VBWA judgement of
na1a altar 0 1ainA altar of

b. Qamets or Tsere changes to Vocal Shewa in an open,
unaccented syllable.

D% peace O Dﬁ’?t:Zf peace of
DIP7 place 0 2Pn place of

c. Both rules a and b may apply to the formation of a
noun in the construct state.

127 word 0 727 word of
325 heart [ :1:_1? heart of

d. Monosyllabic nouns with changeable long vowels
reduce to the corresponding short vowel.

12 son O 712 son of
72 all 0 99 allof
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Chapter 10e - Construct Chain
masculine plural and dual

The masculine plural 2> and dual 2°_ endings

change to> (Tsere-Yod) in the construct state and
then the rules of vowel reduction apply.

D"ﬂ‘?N God
0°32 sons
D°PY two eyes

0°72°7T words

’ﬂbN God of

712 sons of
’;P;J (two) eyes of
72T words of

o O 0O 0O

In the last example, both propretonic reduction
and Rule of Shewa apply.

213707037 0 "7
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Chapter 10f - Construct Chain
feminine singular

Feminine singular nouns ending in 7 _ change

this ending to N _ in the construct state and
then the rules of vowel reduction apply.

ﬂj‘lﬂ law 0 ﬂjﬁﬂ law of
395?_3 queen 0 ﬂ;b?_ﬁ queen of
n;gf year 0 ﬂ;W year of
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Chapter 10g - Construct Chain
feminine plural

Feminine plural nouns ending in N retain this plural
ending and then the rules of vowel
reduction will apply.

Ni27MM kingdoms 0 NID7MN kingdoms of
NN names 0 NIAW names of
MTY fields 0 DTV fields of

N12732 blessings 0 11372 blessings of

In the last example, both propretonic reduction
and Rule of Shewa apply.

ni3720 N¥372 0 NI
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Chapter 10h - Construct Chain
miscellaneous nouns (a)

Certain singular monosyllabic nouns add Hireq Yod
to their stem in the construct state. Do not to confuse
this Hireq Yod with the 1cs pronominal
suffix (2R “my father”).

:§ father [ ’:N father of

ﬂ?;{ brother [ ’ﬂg‘{ brother of

The diphthong > as in n°2 (house) changes to
Tsere Yod in the construct state.

ﬂ"; house [ ﬂ"; house of
'[’5_7 spring [ '["57 spring of
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Chapter 101 - Construct Chain
miscellaneous nouns (b)

The singular absolute of Segholate nouns is identical
to its singular construct form. The plural construct
form follows the pattern of ’;?7_3 (kings of).

'|b7.3 king [] 'IbD king of
7337 servant [ 7337 servant of
D’D??D Kings [ ’3]77_3 Kings of

D"{;Y servants  [] ’733_7 servants of

Nouns ending in 1 _(with Seghol) have a singular
construct form ending in7_(with Tsere).

77V field 0 ATV field of
HJU?_: camp [ ﬂ:ﬂj?_ﬂ camp of
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Chapter 11a - Numbers
cardinals:1-10

Masculine Feminine
Absolute Construct  Absolute Construct
One Eih IR falgh: falgh:

Tw | R W oy oy
Thee | WOY WhY awhw by
Fur | VIIX VIO AYIIR NYRN
Six ve Wy WY now
Seven 37;{;7 37;‘;7. TIS]JW ﬂS_JJW
Eight .'IJ?DW TIJ?JW TI;?J!? n;’mgz’
Nine ywn SJWD TIST?WD m_ztzm
o | owy ey mpy now
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Chapter 11b - Numbers

cardinals:11-19

With Masculine With Feminine
Nouns Nouns
Eleven '1@73] TN HWWSJ nnx
Ty AYY MY vy
Twelve Wy W Ay "Nw
Yy DY vy oY
Thirteen | WY ﬂ@?‘?w .'HWU wa
Fourteen | WY VAN 1Y YaINR
Fifteen Y mgmn .'('1!2757 W?Jﬂ
Sixteen WE?STJ TIWW .'HWU Y
Seventeen | WY YW vy Yaw
Eighteen Wy ﬂ;?JW THWSJ HJDW
Nineteen '1@7577 ﬂSjWﬂ ,'HWSJ SJWﬂ

ﬂ.:ﬂgf HWWSJ WbW thirteen years (1 Kgs 7:1)
bk 1@757.7 AY3AR  fourteen days (Ex 12:6)
‘7|7¥7 WWSTJ mgmn fifteen shekels (Lev 27:7)
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Chapter 11c - Numbers
cardinals:20-99

Twenty apinl7)
Thirty agirliv
Forty D°YaIN
Fifty ajlizgaly
Sixty aglizdig
Seventy QoYW
Eighty aphtaliy
Ninety D ywn

NOR) DY twenty-one (2 Kgs 24:18)
IYW) DVAY  seventy-seven (Gen 4:24)
YWN) DYVA  ninety-nine (Gen 17:24)
D’{Z?"btgf’l D°J¥  thirty-two (Num 31:40)
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Chapter 11d - Numbers
cardinals: 100+

One Hundred R
Two Hundred 0NN~
Three Hundred niRm WU
One Thousand l']‘?N
Two Thousand D?@':?}_Z
Three Thousand 097X NWOY
Ten Thousand 13137
Twenty Thousand apiehlohy
Thirty Thousand niaq vow
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Chapter 11e - Numbers
ordinal numbers

Masculine Feminine
First NWRA ﬂ;ﬁW'Nj
Second g\ N
Third el oYY
Fourth °¥°a7 n°y°27
Fifth "W’?:m N’W"?;ﬂ_j
Sixth WY akdvdon
Seventh ’3_7’;11:27 D’H’JI:Z?
Eighth ’;’?;ﬂ;f n’;’m;z'
Ninth "3}’27131 D’S’W@
Tenth "1"?_27;{ W'!’W;{

TIWRIJ 21°2  on the first day (Lev 23.7)
>Y°2W 01°2  on the seventh day (Gen 2:2)
D°VAIRT NIW2  in the fortieth year (1 Chr 26:31)
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Chapter 12a - Intro to Verbs
verbal stems: names

English Hebrew  Spelling
Spelling Spelling  Diagnostics
Qal 0 '7|? unaugmented

Niphal © '75_7‘.:); 1 prefix; Pathach stem vowel
Piel 0 53]5 Hireq-Tsere vowel pattern
Pual 0 ‘73_7? Qibbuts-Pathach vowel pattern
Hiphil © '7’3}?3 i1 prefix; Hireq Yod stem vowel
Hophal O 55_7‘.:)3 i prefix; Pathach stem vowel

Hithpael O '73]*.'_-)1]3 N7 prefix; Tsere stem vowel
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Chapter 12b - Intro to Verbs
verbal stems: meaning

Qal Simple/Active. Qal verbs are active in voice, though a few
passive forms do exist. The Qal stem also exhibits the
simple or unnuanced type of action.

Niphal Simple/Passive or Reflexive. The Niphal stem is used to
express simple action with either a passive or reflexive
voice. In other words, whatever a verb means in the Qal
stem, it becomes passive or reflexive in the Niphal stem.

Piel Intensive/Active. The Piel stem is sometimes used to
express an intensive type of action with an active voice. In
other words, the simple action of the Qal stem will take
on some type of intensive nuance in the Piel stem.

Pual Intensive/Passive. The Pual is the passive form of the
Piel. The Pual stem, therefore, is used to express an
intensive type of action with a passive voice.

Hiphil Causative/Active. The Hiphil stem is used to express
causative action with an active voice. For example, the verb
72 means “he was king” or “he reigned” in the Qal stem.
The Hiphil form, however, is ?[”??;n and means “he caused
to reign” or “he made (someone) king.”

Hophal Causative/Passive. The Hophal is the passive form of the
Hiphil. The Hophal stem, therefore, is used to express
causative action with a passive voice. For example, the
Hiphil verb Tl”??;;r means “he made (someone) king.” The
Hophal form is 77211 and it is translated “he was made
king.”

Hithpael Intensive/Reflexive. The Hithpael stem is used to express
an intensive type of action with a reflexive (or sometimes
passive) voice. For example, the verb X2 means “he hid”
in the Qal stem. The Hithpael form is Xannijand it means
“he hid himself.”
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Chapter 12c - Intro to Verbs

summary: stem meaning and translation

Simple Intensive Causative

Action Action Action
Active Voice Qal Piel Hiphil
Passive Voice Niphal Pual Hophal
Reflexive Voice Niphal Hithpael

Form  Translation

Qal YRY  he heard

Niphal YWl  he was heard

Piel 2%  he smashed into pieces
Pual ﬁ;t{f he was smashed into pieces
Hiphil T?R7 he made king

Hophal 'l'??::t he was made king

Hithpael X20Nd  he hid himself
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Chapter 12d - Intro to Verbs

Perfect

Imperfect

Imperative

Cohortative

Jussive

Infinitive

Construct

Infinitive
Absolute

Participle

verbal conjugations

Completed Action. The Perfect aspect denotes completed
action, whether in the past, present or future.

Incomplete Action. The Imperfect aspect denotes
incomplete action, whether in the past, present or future.

2nd Person Command. The Imperative conjugation is
used primarily to express direct commands, demanding
iImmediate action from the one being addressed.

1st Person Volitional. The Cohortative is used to express
a wish, request or command. It may also be used to
express purpose (in order to) or result (resulting in).

3rd Person Volitional. The Jussive conjugation is also
used to express some type of mild command or strong
wish.

Verbal Noun. The Infinitive Construct can function much
like an English Infinitive, usually translated with the
preposition “to” plus a verb as in “to study” or “to learn.

Verbal Noun. The Hebrew Infinitive Absolute has no real
English counterpart. It may be used in conjunction with
other verbs to emphasize or intensify the verbal action. It
may also be used in the place of an Imperative to express
a command.

Verbal Adjective. Verbally, the Participle expresses some
type of verbal action such as “studying’ or “learning.”
Adjectivally, it is used much like a Hebrew adjective:
attributively, predicatively or substantively.
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Chapter 12e - Intro to Verbs
roots, stems & conjugations

Root
bop

l

Qal Stem
0P

Derived Stems

Niphal Piel Pual Hiphil Hophal Hithpael
20p1 Y¥R P9R PLRT Pup) YuRnT

Verbal Conjugations

Perfect
Imperfect
Imperative
Cohortative
Jussive
Inf Construct
Inf Absolute
Participle
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Chapter 12f - Intro to Verbs
weak verb classification

Class

I-Guttural
[1-Guttural
HI-1/Y

1-N

-7

|_5

-]

Doubly Weak
Biconsonantal

Geminate

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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guttural in first root position
guttural in second root position

71 or ¥ in third root position

X in third root position

71 in third root position

Y in first root position

d in first root position

I-Guttural and 111-77 (for one example)
only two root consonants

identical second and third consonants



Chapter 12g - Intro to Verbs
verbal sentence word order

Normal word order for a verbal sentence is
verb-subject-object.

object object subject verb

PIRT NR) 203 DR 2708 X712

God created the heavens and the earth.
Gen 1:1

It is not uncommon for the direct object to stand
at the beginning of a Hebrew sentence
for the purpose of emphasis.

verb object

XD PR MDY

Yahweh your God you shall fear.
Deut 10:20
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Chapter 13a - Qal Perfect: Strong
Introduction

The Qal Stem

Qal verbs are active in voice with the simple or unnuanced type of
action. The simple action of the Qal stem is further divided into
transitive, intransitive and stative.

1. Transitive. Transitive verbs may take a direct object. In the example
“the prophet wrote the book,” the word “book” is the direct object of
the verb “wrote” because it receives the verbal action.

2. Intransitive. Intransitive verbs cannot take a direct object. In the
example “the king perished in the battle,” the verb “perished” cannot
take a direct object. Other examples of intransitive verbs include “to
live,” “to die” and “to fast.”

3. Stative. Stative verbs are used to describe a state of being. In the
example, “the priest is old,” the verbal construction “is old” describes
the state or condition of the subject (the priest). In English, a stative
(or state-of-being) idea is expressed with a form of the verb “to be”
(is) and an adjective (old). In Hebrew, a stative idea is expressed
through various verbs themselves, such as 723 (to be heavy) and jop
(to be small). Most stative verbs are considered to be intransitive
because they cannot take a direct object.

The Perfect Conjugation

The Perfect conjugation is used to express a completed action or state of
being. It must be emphasized that the Hebrew Perfect does not have
tense (time of action) apart from context and issues of syntax. Rather,
it signifies aspect (type of action). The Perfect aspect designates a
verbal action with its conclusion envisioned in the mind of the speaker
or writer. To state it differently, the Perfect aspect denotes completed
action, whether in the past, present or future.

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 13b - Qal Perfect: Strong
gal perfect paradigm

Sufformative Perfect Translation

3ms 0P hekilled
3fs i 720p  shekilled
2ms n 1]‘7@? you killed
2fs n A?VP  you killed
1cs ’n MPVR  Ikilled

—

3cp 120p  they killed
2mp | @R OAPYR  youkilled
2fp 1n 1N70P  youkilled

1cp 1 WP wekilled

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 13c - Qal Perfect: Strong

3ms

3fs

2ms

2fs

1cs

3cp

2mp

2fp

1cp

other strong verbs

2 WA WY vap
to dwvell to remember  to write to keep to gather
gl 121 an Y r3ap
W< PR mps Ty T
= /AR i ) S o) ey n¥ap
mw;  mRr o mn M nEap
/AR =) S = - 121 A o S
ﬂ:ﬂ;f'( ﬂ'\?K 431:'15 ﬁ?:JW X3P
DQW DO Drand oWy DIEap
L2274 =I S =T =1 A i =
ghm}i7g ghin o) SR himFglo WY IR
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Chapter 13d - Qal Perfect: Strong

verbal roots ending in Nand 1

when a verbal root ending in N receives a sufformative
beginning with N, the two identical consonants become
one consonant with a Daghesh Forte (nh 0 R). Five of the
Perfect sufformatives begin with n.

nna2 0 na2 2ms you cut

nna2 0 n12 2fs you cut
NN 0 N2 1cs | cut
onnia 0o anid 2mp you cut

1072 0 1072 2fp you cut

When a verbal root ending in 1 receives a Perfect
sufformative beginning with 1, the two identical consonants
become one consonant with Daghesh Forte (31 © 1). The
only sufformative that begins with 1 is the 1cp (). The
final 1 of a verbal root may also assimilate into suffirmatives
ending inn (N1 o N).

1210V SIRE hinlr7 1cp we dwell

nind 0 Rakqh 1cp we dwell
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Chapter 13e - Qal Perfect: Strong

stative verbs

Stative verbs are classified by their stem vowel. The stem
vowel is the vowel that is associated with the second root consonant.
In transitive strong verb paradigms, the stem vowel is

Pathach as in '71_3@, ﬁ?ggf and 727. With stative verbs, the

stem vowel is variable.

Pathach-Stative Tsere-Stative

Holem-Stative

'7'_(; to be great 722to be heavy TUE to be small

0277 to be wise

7?1 to be old

"/"D: to be able

Pathach- Tsere- Holem-

Stative Stative Stative
3ms | 272 722 TP
3fs | 17K 1725 1P
2ms | P73 DT DIOp
s | PY DT B
ls | P77} °P732 CRivp
3cp | 17K 172X 1P
2mp | DAYT} DRI DRUR
2p | WPT WIR IR
lcp | 773 11722 1P
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Chapter 13f - Qal Perfect: Strong

parsing

The parsing of Perfect verbs involves the identification
of the verbal stem, conjugation, person, gender, number
and verbal root. When parsing, give the appropriate
Information in the proper order as the following
examples illustrate (translation is not a required part
of parsing information).

’NI2T Qal Perfect 1cs 727 | remembered

NV Qal Perfect2fs MW you observed
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Chapter 13g - Qal Perfect: Strong
the negative particle X7

Perfect (and Imperfect) verbs are negated with the
particle N"?, usually translated “not.” It may also be

spelled Xi19. The negative particle is always placed
iImmediately before the verb.

NINIRTTNR RRY X7
You did not observe the laws.

MM23I8 17T
You did not remember the covenant.
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Chapter 13h - Qal Perfect: Strong
the particle 137

The word 13,7 (also as JiJ and -]i7) is commonly translated “behold.”
It can stand alone or take Type 1 pronominal suffixes.

1cs I0/°3m 1cp 10/
2ms 137 2mp amhiy
2fs BED 2fp

3ms Ehi 3mp abhyi

1. The particle 113:7 may be used to add emphasis.

TR 20773 Ay WRPINR OYIOR X7

And God saw aII that he had made, and
behold, (it was) very good (Gen 1:31).

2. The particle 11377 may be used to indicate the immediate presence of
someone or something.

Ry ’:m 130
And behold, I am W|th you (Gen 28:15).

3. The particle 11357 may be used to introduce a fact or situation upon
which a subsequent statement is based.

027P2 AYRY 137 PRIWTIDTOR PRINY RN
1‘77: m"w TR "7 ummz-wwx 53‘7

And Samuel said to all of Israel, “Behold, | have
listened to all that you have said to me and (therefore)
| have caused a king to reign over you” (1 Sam 12:1).
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Chapter 14a - Qal Perfect: Weak
I-Guttural, 11-Guttural and I11-11/¥

|-Guttural 1I-Guttural nn/y Strong
3ms Y ali! jalin plolr
3fs 7T oms nvny 170p
2ms | RT2Y P02 AY¥ nop
A | DTRY MM2 0 ypW o Ahwp
s | CRTRY ORI Chvpy mvwp
3cp 1775 lyl Wy 170p
2mp | DOTRY  DQI02 DOYRY DD7Yp
2fp | MTRY W2 WIRY ID7p
1cp 1TV 1702 1NyaY 170p
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Chapter 14b - Qal Perfect: Weak

I11-X

[11-NX Strong
3ms NX2 ]7‘9?
3fs ANXA 170p
2ms ighY'ea NP
ofs NRYN noup
1cs IINE? gakielr
3cp INXD 4‘7‘9?
2mp | DDRXN Dn7uR
2fp Iahse 1n70R
1cp AR ihiplalr
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Chapter 14c - Qal Perfect: Weak

11-7

11-77 Strong
3ms 113 20p
3fs TNIX 170p
2ms gihb novp
ofs 13 nowR
lcs a3 "R70P
3cp 112 ”‘7‘??
2mp | DII3 DR7YR
21p 10743 Lokl
1cp 133 LRl
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Chapter 14d - Qal Perfect: Weak
doubly weak verbs

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
1cs
3cp
2mp
2fp

1cp

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
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1I-1/ HI-1/ Strong
[1-Gutt I-Gutt Verb
ghy! oy el
ity o P
R oy n7up
YY) oy noop
IR 7Y n7up
iRyl 19y 120p
Sy nnoy DR70P
[\ oY 1070P
IR 112V 170p



Chapter 14e - Qal Perfect: Weak
geminate verbs

Geminate  Geminate Geminate Strong

Strong Weak 1 Weak 2 Verb

3ms 220 TR an 0P
3fs 7230 TR aielg 170p
2ms | Diap NI ninn noup
2fs niao NiIN ninn nowp
lcs | °Miap  CniAR CpiR RRLp
3p | WA MW o)y 170p
2mp | ONI2D NN aninng anowpR
2p | 20 W iR In7up
1cp 11720 1290 ehilalg 170p
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Chapter 14f - Qal Perfect:

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
1cs
3cp
2mp
2fp

1cp

biconsonantal verbs

Weak

Strong

Strong Strong Weak Verb
ol al’) N3 el
TR w3 AP
e nwa o nop
Al v nR noup
mp o v ‘NI °np
il i N2 120p
oRRe  ohp  DDX3 BnYup
08P nnY 1nRd 10707
ihlaty ihlal kol 170p
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Chapter 14g - Qal Perfect: Weak
advanced information: 10l and 1’7

1D3 3 Strong

to give to be Verb

3ms | 103 M 0P
3fs ghiglS ik 120p
2ms nnl i el
os | nnl i novp
lcs | AN % "R70P
3cp NNK My 120p
2mp | QN2 an™ii algilol
2fp | 1003 1 1n7uP
1cp 303 I 1707
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Chapter 14h - Qal Perfect: Weak
advanced information: X7 and nn

X7 nn Strong

to be afraicTI to die Verb

3ms X nn plalr
3fs AR N 170p
2ms | DR RD noup
s | DN na novp
les | DR ny na7up
3cp W< clgta) 120p
2mp | DORY akgla) onowpR
2fp | IDRY 103 1n7uP
1cp IR ihigla 170p
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Chapter 15a - Qal Imperfect: Strong
master paradigm

Suffor-  Imperfect Prefor- Translation
mative Paradigm mative

3ms 20p° > he will kill

3fs 0P R shewillkill

2ms 20PN P you (ms) will kil
ofs | PUPA N you (fs) will kill
1cs 0P8 X Twill kill

3mp | 3 irdelrd > they (mp) will kill

3fp | M1 7PUPR R they (fp) will kill

T

2mp | 3 VYRR PR you (mp) will kil
2fp | M1 770pR R you (fp) will kill

T

1cp 20p1 1 we will kill
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Chapter 15b - Qal Imperfect: Strong

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
1cs
3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp

1cp

other imperfect strong verbs

127 an2 Y vap
to remember  to write to keep to gather
'1'3'5? Dh?? 'f?:t:Z?? ’("ZIE?
1'3'52;1 :n:n 1'?3{27'3_-1 ?"BQD
N30 migln}y plal7gg Yapn
IR AR Cawn C¥apn
TR RN YK TR
1797 2Ry’ -'I'V:Jt;?? X227
TP ARRdR . ARwn AIXapn
17210 jmigilg 'mmzm 1X2Pn
TP MIDD YD asaen
ﬁb'{; :h;; '1?3@7'; ’r‘BQ;
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Chapter 15c - Qal Imperfect: Strong
stative verbs

With the Imperfect inflection of stative verbs,
the stem vowel is Pathach regardless
of the stem vowel in the Perfect.

Perfect Imperfect
Pathach-Stative 5'_[2& O 5'_(3’
Tsere-Stative 722 N 732
Holem-Stative '[UE [ 10127

773 722 107

Pathach- Tsere- Holem-

Stative Stative Stative
3ms 77 722’ 19i°
3fs 10 722 10PN
2ms 2130 722 10PN
2| YT TRM CJORE
105 7 72X TORY
3mp 127N 172 1R
p | TIPID AITER TR
2mp 12730 172N ihielrlg
2p | TP M7 oD
cp 713 7221 1%
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Chapter 15d - Qal Imperfect: Strong
parsing

When asked to parse Qal Imperfect verbs, you will be
required to identify the verbal stem, conjugation,
person, gender, number and verbal root. When parsing,
give the required information in the proper order as
the following examples illustrate (translation is not a
required part of the parsing information).

WHW Qal Imperfect3mp  YAY  they will hear

721 Qal Imperfect 3ms 727 he will reign
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Chapter 15e - Qal Imperfect: Strong
negative particles X7 and &

The Imperfect can be negated with X5. This

negative particle is always placed immediately
before the verb. It can simply negate the verb or
It may be used with the Imperfect for an absolute
or permanent prohibition.

nxIn X7
you shall not kill (Ex 20:13)

WIN K
you shall not commit adultery (Ex 20:14)

The Imperfact can also be negated with & (with

Maqgef =9X). This negative particle is used with

the Imperfect to express an immediate, specific
and non-durative prohibition.

RI'N=7N
Do not fear! (Gen 15:1)

02°K*2] 777K WHAYNTOX
Do not listen to the words of your prophets! (Jer 27:14)
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Chapter 16a - Qal Imperfect: Weak
| 1-guttural/111-/7/Y

11-Guttural -7/ Strong
3ms | WD v 20
3fs | Mman nown plolrda
2ms | M2N nown 20PN
A5 | WD CTWR hupE
les | MIN NoWR el
3mp| 1712 lrbrlivg 120"
p | MWD mEAYA mIvpn
2mp | 772N lebrlindg 20PN
op | MIWIN mMEAWA MI7pn
1cp 123 airlivg 20p1
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Chapter 16b - Qal Imperfect: Weak

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
1cs
3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp

1cp

H1-N

- Strong
R¥R? 20
KL 2opn
Al 2opn
PRIDN i
RIDR el
Ry9aY 120"
TIRERR TI70pR
WgpnA90pE
TNED Mopr
X723 70p1
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Chapter 16c¢ - Qal Imperfect: Weak

1117

117 Strong
3ms 1120 20p°
3fs 132 20PN
2ms 132 20PN
21s 130 s
1cs 7132 P0PR
3mp 12 120"
| APIRD 37opE
2mp 112N 20PN
2p | APIIN NIP0RE
1cp 1123 20p1
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Chapter 16d - Qal Imperfect: Weak

|-guttural

I-Guttural I-Guttural
Type 1 Type 2 Strong
3ms ik Ty 20p°
3fs PN TYN plolrda
2ms | PION TRYn 20PN
2ts | ORI TRy il
1cs PIOR TAYR 20PN
3mp | P 1Ty 120"
fp | TIPEIM MITOYR MI7upn
2mp | PN 1TYN 20PN
2 | TIPEID MITe¥D AIRbpn
1cp PIm Ty 20pR1

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt




Chapter 16e - Qal Imperfect: Weak

1-N
- 1-N

Type 1 Type 2 Strong
3ms Bloh% plah & 20p°
3fs alehis AR 20PN
2ms | TORR plahig 20PN
2fs | IONF lebie s
1cs TORN AR EUPN
3mp | 17OK? 177K 120"
3p | TITORD ahalahia 117upn
2mp | 1I0RR Rlahig 20PN
fp | TIMORD AIRRR AIRLRD
1cp ploh! mlaRd 20R1
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Chapter 16f - Qal Imperfect: Weak

7 - Class

7 -Class

y - Class

biconsonantal classification

Qal Perfect 3ms

Qal Imperfect 3ms

Lexical Entry

DE he arose

oW he placed

N:l he entered

D122 he will arise

D°W> he will place

X12> he will enter

D17 to arise

DY to place

X312 to enter



Chapter 16g - Qal Imperfect: Weak

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
1cs
3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp

1cp

biconsonantal paradigms

] Class > Class J Class
P allvr 3ol Strong
aflr) allirg) X127 20p
aflrlg ag7dg Xiap plolrda
aflrly agivdg Yimlg plolrda
PR cwn XA oupn
DIPR WK XI2N ol
NP JaRivgd NI 120"
WRPR APRWR AN AP
NP laRiig Rllg 120N
PR APRWR AN Ao
affrh aglirh X121 20p1
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Chapter 16h - Qal Imperfect: Weak

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
1cs
3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp

1cp

|-°
Type 1 'l?ﬂ Type 2 Strong
=iy 77 7l 0
=iy 770 v n plelrg
=iy 770 wn plelry
il =kl d"aly graelrdy
WX 77N TR plelrd
el 129 W irdelrd
143Wn nO°N mwITR o mPpn
ilirdg 127N IR 120N
133w 7N AWITR mPopR
mi7h 723 w2 el
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Chapter 161 - Qal Imperfect: Weak

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
1cs
3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp

1cp

1-J

Type 1 Type 2 Doubly Weak  Strong
o) (o) D 20p
D5 yOn 2min plelrde
N ijolg iR PR
el yon mIn 70D
Y YOR MR 20PR
199° WO’ 121 170"
n178n TWOR AR AI7LpR
1791 WOn 1213 120N
mPn . myon  apmn A3opn
593 ok 2l 20p1
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Chapter 16j - Qal Imperfect: Weak

3ms
3fs
2ms
2fs
1cs
3mp
3fp
2mp
2fp

1cp

summary

I1-Gutt H1-1/Y 1-N 11-77
W onw X W
W mWA ¥ 71N
WA N X¥RR 73N
nan nwn REDN 213N
AR oW RIDR 14I%
1772 lrirlivg Re'al 112
70N NPYR IN¥nR 13N
lylg labrlindg R¥'dalg 112N
TWIN O WMWA TIREAD APRR
2 movs R37] 141
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Chapter 17a - Waw Conversive
Introduction

Converted verbal forms are
used primarily to denote
sequences of consecutive

actions, either in the past,

present or future.
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Chapter 17b - Waw Conversive
basic form with imperfect

Qal Imperfect without Qal Imperfect with
Waw Conversive Waw Conversive
plalv7g nlal7gd
he will observe and he observed
el 2
he will remember and he remembered

Imperfect with
Waw Conversive

plolrid

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 17c - Waw Conversive
Imperfect strong verb paradigm

Imperfect with Waw Conversive

3ms plolrid and he killed
3fs 20pm and she killed
2ms '7'19?3;1] and you killed
2fs Rrielril and you killed
1cs 20P) and | killed
3mp 12077 and they killed
3fp 117090, and they killed
2mp ﬂ'?pgm and you Killed
2fp 117090 and you killed
1cp ‘719?3] and we killed
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Chapter 17d - Waw Conversive
waw conversive and regular waw

Qal Imperfect with  Qal Imperfect with

Waw Conversive Regular Waw
3ms 20P7 201 and he will kill
3fs ploria) 20PN and she will kill
2ms ploria) 20PN and you will kill
2fs grderish *2upPNY  and you will kill
lcs 20PK) P0PRY  and 1 will kil
3mp 1207 120P%)  and they will kill

3fp | ma7opm MITLRPNY  and they will kill
2mp 120pM 20PN and you will kill

2fp | MPupR1 MIPYPNY  and you will kill

lcp 20P0 20P1)  and we will kill
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Chapter 17e - Waw Conversive
use of converted imperfect

1. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with a Perfect
verb followed by any number of converted Imperfect
verbs.

TR2™NR 'f?m 0m ‘Iﬂt{f& AI07NR Y72 QTR

TT T @

And Adam knew Eve his wife, and then she
conceived, and then she bore Cain (Gen 4:1).

2. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with the
temporal modifier 7”1 followed by Imperfect verbs with
Waw Conversive.

132 PN D°F7R 57271 DX N 0K )

And after the death of Abraham
God blessed Isaac his son (Gen 25:11).

3. A past tense narrative sequence may begin with the
converted Imperfect itself.

TV 2IRD VIR T 7270 AWRTIR RPN

And he called to Moses and Yahweh spoke to him
from the tent of meeting (Lev 1:1).
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Chapter 17f - Waw Conversive
changes in spelling

With I-X verbs like 772X and some I- verbs (including
153) the stem vowel changes to Seghol.

XY hewillsay 0 XD and he said
AW’ hewilldwell ©  2W3 and he dwelt
72° he will go 0 15? and he went

Biconsonantal and Il1-57 verbs are “shortened” in

converted Imperfect forms without a sufformative
(except the 1cs). With Biconsonantal verbs, the medial

vowel letter is lost. With I11-77 verbs, the final /7 drops
off.

0327 he will rise up O DE? and he rose up
0w he will set 0 DW and he set
732 hewillbuild 0 723 and he built

ﬂﬂ’ he will reveal O 53? and he revealed
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Chapter 17g - Waw Conversive
basic form with perfect

Qal Perfect without Qal Perfect with

Waw Conversive Waw Conversive
Y Y
he observed and he will observe
2 20
he remembered and he will remember

Perfect with
Waw Conversive

0P
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Chapter 17h - Waw Conversive
perfect strong verb paradigm

Perfect with Waw Conversive

3ms 2027 and he will kill
3fs abierd and she will kill
2ms oldelrd and you will kill
2fs olrdelrd and you will kill
1cs gokdelry and | will kill
3cp 120p and they will kill
2mp algldelrd and you will kill
2fp ialrdelrg and you will kill
1cp hiplolry and we will kill
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Chapter 171 - Waw Conversive
use of converted perfect

. The future tense narrative sequence may begin with an
Imperfect verb followed by any number of converted
Perfect verbs.

NIRRT °WY) TP D) NYY

Six days you will labor and (you will) do
all your work (Deut 5:13).

. The temporal modifier 7°71 may mark the beginning of
a future tense narrative sequence.

7X7? NPT "N13Y) XT3 DY T

And in that day | will break the
bow of Israel (Hos 1.5).

. The converted Perfect will frequently follow an
Imperative verb and carry the full force of the initial
Imperative.

T2TINR W INP) A 0 WY T
MM™37 BT §K)
Stand (Imperative) in the gate of Yahweh’s house and

(you will) proclaim there this word and (you will) say,
“Hear the word of Yahweh” (Jer 7:2).
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Chapter 17) - Waw Conversive
parsing

The parsing of converted verbal forms is just like the parsing
of regular Perfect or Imperfect verbs except that you must
identify the presence of the Waw Conversive.

MW Qal Imperfect 3ms AW with Waw Conversive

127) Qal Perfect 3ms 127 with Waw Conversive
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Chapter 18a - Qal Imperative

Introduction

Volitional Conjugations

The term *“volitional” describes those
conjugations used, as a general rule,
to express some type of command,
wish or desire.

Imperative

2nd person volitional conjugation

Cohortative

1st person volitional conjugation

Jussive

3rd person volitional conjugation
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Chapter 18b - Qal Imperative

strong verb paradigm

Imperative  Sufformative Translation

2ms 0P (you) kill!
2fs up > (you) kill!
2mp 120p 3 (you) kill!
2fp 11707 7k (you) kill!
g oerrr];e “ Prgl%?%ggt}ve I Si?ﬁive

2ms | PopR o Ywplm o Qup

2fs | OQUpR o 0P il

O

n
n

2mp| WLRR o WVRIN o 19WR
n

2fp | MPVpR o MPLpIn o mITLp
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Chapter 18c - Qal Imperative

“lengthened” 2ms imperative

Lexical Regular  Lengthened

Form Imperative Imperative Translation

ol 0P 1702 you (2ms) kill!
RlAl Y 7MY you (2ms) observe!
VoY el VY you (2ms) judge!
jal ynw OYRY  you (2ms) listen!

The vowel in the first syllable of a lengthened
Imperative like H?DP is Qamets Hatuf

It may also appear with Hireq as in HSJ?JW
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Chapter 18d - Qal Imperative
the particle Xl

Imperatives (along with the other volitional
conjugations) may be followed by the

particle NJ which can be translated as
“please” or simply left untranslated.

N1 Y
XY

“observe!” or
“please observe!”

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 18e - Qal Imperative

weak verbs: part 1

I-Guttural I1-Guttural

2ms PIon O P11 man o 02
2fs | R o ORI nan oo na
2mp | W@ o0 PN MmN o N2
2p |TPIMD 0 WP |00 o 303

I-X Type 1 I-X Type 2
2ms|  TORA o OR MRA o MR
2fs | "ORD 0 "ION MRA 0 TR
2mp| MORA o IMON MRR o MR
2fp | MITORA 0 AIMOR | MINARA o AIMDR
H1-TT/Y 111-X
2ms|  T2URN nov NX7R NX7

O O
2fs | MPUR o MY | OR¥AR C
2mp| WMWA o MY WXPR 0 IRYN
2fp | MITWD 0 MTY | A¥RR o
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Chapter 18f - Qal Imperative

weak verbs: part 2

1H-47 Geminate
2ms | M12R o A2 /N o 20
2fs 120 O 12 1A 0 2D
2mp | MAN O 13 \oR o 12
2p |APRD 0 PR | APIOD o M0

I-] Type 1 I-] Type 2
2ms 75n o 9Bl YON o e
s | °79R o 99 'WOR o YD
2mp | 195R o 1981 WOR o WD
2fp | MI7BA o mI7Bl 7IYeN o MWD

I-> Type 1 I-> Type 2
2ms WA o mlir R o 7]
2fs AWn o "W W o WY
2mp | WD o W Wrn o WA
2p | TIWA o ARV [AWTR o MY
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Chapter 18g - Qal Imperative

biconsonantal verbs

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

bl apiin
2pn o o yn o o
WPR o0 W | wn 0w
WPR o MP win o
PR oo e | Arpwn

X132
Xiap o Xi3
Riap o ORi3
Wiap o i3
7IRI2N
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Chapter 18h - Qal Imperative

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

2ms
2fs
2mp
2fp

iIrregular/doubly weak verbs

103 (to give) ﬂ|?‘2 (to take)
R o 0 Mg o 1P
apn o AR meh o oo R
“WAA o N MpR o P
R o a0 AI0pn o AR
7217 (to walk) 1117 (to be)
TR oo 2 MR o M
=k I s

VR o 1Y PR o PO
MmN 0 WYy | e

ﬂ’?y (to go up) 101 (to extend)
oY o AW aOR o Tl
YR o %Y vn o vl
VYA o Y WA o ]
WYY o ArRY | Aren o Ay
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Chapter 18I - Qal Cohortative

the basics

The Cohortative occurs only in the first person,
singular and plural. It is constructed by adding

1_ to a first person form of the Imperfect.

This final /7 _ is the diagnostic indicator of the
Cohortative conjugation.

Imperfect Cohortative

JORR + T, = T7URN

op1 + A, = T7UR:

:Iﬂjjﬂ njDWN May | observe your law.

Let me observe your law.

ﬂ"j; HDWDJ Let us make (cut) a covenant.

May we make (cut) a covenant.

Basics of Biblical Hebrew
© Gary D. Pratico and Miles V. Van Pelt



Chapter 18j - Qal Jussive

the basics

The Jussive conjugation occurs primarily in
the third person, singular and plural. With
strong verbs, the form of the Jussive is the
same as its corresponding Imperfect form. For
example, 212 may be translated as either “he
will write” or “let him write.” The presence

of the particle X1 will suggest the Jussive
translation.

